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BT WHOSE REVISION 

THET HAVE VERY GREATLY PROFITED. 

AND 

BY WHOSE MODESTY 

ANY MORE OPEN ACKNOWLEDGMENT WOULD BE DECLINED, 

THEY ARE NOW INSCRIBED 

WITH 

CORDIAL AFFECTION AND GRATITUDE. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



i 



The copious use made in tliese Volumes of tlie 
great Works of M. Simonde de Sismondi, 
and the late Comte Daru, will be apparent in 
almost every page ; and, indeed, no approach to 
.Venetian History can be fittingly attempted save 
under their guidance. Nevertheless, in truth, it 
is much rather from the authorities to which those 
distinguished writers point, than from themselves, 
that tlie following narrative has been framed. All 
such of those authorities as were accessible have 
been diligently and accurately consulted ; and it is 
hoped that a gleaning of characteristic incidents 
has occasionally been found among them, which 
may still be new to all excepting those who have 
explored for themselves the treasures of the Italian 
Chroniclers. 



January, mdcccxxzi. 
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766 Ti. DoMiNico MoNBOARio — deposed and deprived of 

sight. 
764 Tii. Maurieio GALBAio—associates his son 

{Giovanni Galbaio, diigl7,"-associatesl 
his son > deposed. 

Maubizio Galbaio II. •' 

{Obblbrio Antbnobb — associates his V 
brothers J . . 

B.ATO ANTBNOBB, Jd«pOSed. 

Valbntino Antbnorb, ^ 

gf^ ^ f Anoblo Participazio— associates his sons 

t Giovanni Participazio — who is deposed, and 

{JusTiNiANi Participazio, singly— associates his 
son 
Anoklo Participazio II/^ 
628 Giovanni PARXiciPA^^i^restored and again de- 

posed. 
Zf I. Car ossi o— deposed and deprived of sight. 
Giovanni Participazio again restored. 

{PizTRO Traobnioo — assassinated, before which 
he associates his son 
Giovanni Tradbnioo. 
Urso Participazio — associates his son 
Giovanni Participazio II., sing^y^-abdlcates. 
Pibtbo Canoiano. 
Giovanni Participazio recalled. 
PiBTRO Tribuno. 
Urso Participazio II.— abdicates. 

PiBTRO CANDIANO II. 

Pibtro Badovbro. 

PiBTRO Canoiano III.— Bssoclates hts SOU 

PiBTRO Canoiano IV., singly— massacred. 

PiBTRO Urseolo — abdicates. 

ViTALB Candiano— abdicates. 

Tribuno Mbhho — abdicates. 
(Pibtro Ursbolo II. — associate* his son 
' I Giovanni Ursbolo. 
1006 zxvii. Othonb Ursbolo — deposed. 
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1080 XXIX. DouiNico Ursbolo— deposed. 
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1084 XXXIIIr VlTALB FALIBBO. 
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A.D. 

iW4 xzxiv. ViTALB Hicmu. 
1103 xxzy. ORoaLAFo Falibeo^ 

1117 ZXXTI. DOHINICO MlCBIELI. 
1190 XXXTZl. PiBTRO POLANI. 
I148XZXTIII. DOMINICO MOBOtlltl. 

IIM zxxix. ViTAi.a Mien ABU 11^— muMcrtd. 



In our own days and in tlie fiill remembrance of 
many by whom these pages will be opened, a 
powerful and most illustrious Republic has perished 
before our eyes. Her political existence has been 
utterly abolished and is now well nigh forgotten. 
Yet, though Venice no longer holds her former 
eminent station among the independent Govern- 
ments of Europe ; though her maritime sceptre 
has been wrested from her hand and her Eastern 
diadem plucked from her brow; though she, 
who once boasted sovereignty over almost a 
moiety of the Roman world, now ranks but as a 
conquered Province — ^the scorn and the prey of 
strangers whom, in her pride, she despised as 
Barbarians ; yet the memory of those glories which 
flhe won during her ' high and palmy state' is, 
perhaps, more likely to be transmitted in its full 
lustre to posterity than if she still retained her 
dominion. By a chance unexampled in former 
History, the very blow which levelled her to the 
dust burst open and disclosed the secret me- 
chanism by which her greatness had been con- 
structed ; and the hidden mysteries of her State* 
policy, the riddle and the admiration of centuries, 
liave been discovered and revealed but in the mo* 
ment of her expiring agony. Much of atrocious 

B 2 
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4 YSNSTIA. 

guilt, of oppression, cruelty, fraud, treachery, 
baseness, and ingratitude will darken any review 
of her annals. But from the documents which 
the possession of her surrendered archives placed 
in tne hands of her conquerors, and upon the 
faith of which the succeeding narrative is mainly 
founded, the rulers of Venice must be pronounced, 
without reserve, to have been pre-eminently ' wise 
in their generation.' It is our intention, in the 
following pages, to present in detail some of the 
most striking incidents of the History of this great 
Republic, connecting them with each other by a 
brief and rapid survey of minor events. 



That fertile district of Italy which is contained 
at its North-eastern angle, between the Alps and 
the innermost coast of the Adriatic gulph, was 
known at a very early date by tlie name of Ve- 
netia, from its inhabitants the Veneti, or Heneti. 
The origin and migrations of this People are 
matters of deep obscurity, and they are variously 
related, according to the fancies of the genealogists 
of nations. This question, however curious to the 
antiquary, is otherwise unimportant and may be 
safely dismissed without further inquiry. From 
whatever Country the Veneti may have migrated, 
the extreme position which they assumed in Italy 
proves that they were among its latest colonizers 
on the North, Almost as little is known of them 
for a long period after their settlement as before 
their arrival -, for it is not till the IV*** century 
of Rome that we obtain even an incidental fact 
i^onceming them ; but this fact is important, for 
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ALLIANCE -WITH ROMS. 9 

it proves that the People to whom it relates must 
have been powerful and warlike, and it belongs 
also to an event upon which no less depended 
Aan the very existence of Rome herself. At a 
time in which all was lost to the Eternal City 
except her Capitol, Poly bins * tells us that the 
invading Gauls were obliged to retrace their steps 
hastily, in consequence of a diversion into their 
own territories effected by the Veneii. This good 
service was acknowledged by an embassy, from 
which resulted a formal alliance between Rome 
and Venetia. 

' Exclusively of any claims of gratitude, dis-» 
eretion would no less prompt the Romans to 
encourage a connection with Venetia, A State, 
the territory of which embraced fifty cities and a 
population of a million and a half of souls t ; 
abundant in produce, and furnishing a breed of 
horses which often successfully competed in the 
Olympic stadium with the fleetest racers of Greece, 
might, from its neighbourhood, be no less dan- 
gerous as an enemy than it had proved itself 
beneficial as an ally. The transition from such 
alliance to dominion was one of the leading 
master-secrets of the policy of Rome. By what 
insensible degrees the Veneti forfeited their 
independence, whether it was reluctantly sur- 
rendered to force, or willingly accorded for pro- 
tection, is not now to be determined. Nothing 
more is known, except that, in the IP Punic war, 
they furnished a contingent against Hannibal; 
and that they were at length merged among thq 

• 11.18. 
t Cramer'f Itaif, toL I. p. 118» and tbe anihoritict there giren. 
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^ XKTASION BY ATTIXJl. 

Other districts which contributed to form the Pro- 
Tince of Cisalpine Gaul. 

Henceforward Venetia is to be considered as a 
constituent part of the Roman Empire, and, during- 
the existence of that Empire, as partaking of its 
fortunes. In the division of Augustus it formed 
his X*^ Region *. Its boundaries were, on the 
West, a line drawn from the Athesis (Adige), to 
the Padus (Po) ; on the North, the Alps; the 
Adriatic on the East ; and the Po once again an 
the South. 

We pass on therefore to the V*** century of the 
Christian aera and to the invasion of Attila ; the 
epoch from which the existence of the modem 
Venetians must be dated. During the second in- 
cursion of the Gothic Alaric, when Rome 
^^' herself had yielded to his assault, notwith- 
standing the splendid temporary advan- 
tages obtained by Stilicho, Venetia was subjected, 
for more than three years, to the occupation and 
the ravages of the Barbarians. The premature 
death of that ferocious conqueror, in the midst of 
his career of triumph, and the pacific re- 
*'^' treat of his milder brother and successor, 
Adolphus, afforded but a short relief to the 
falling Empire : for the Scythian hive contained 
new swarms which it was preparing to pour forth ; 
and The Sword ofMara^ after having depopulated 
the East, was whetting itself, with yet greater 
keenness, for the harvest of Italy. As Attila ad- 
vanced, his fearful threat that ^ the grass never 
grew where his horse once trod,' was realized to 
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BUIORATSON TO TBB ISLANDS. 7 

the very letter: and when Aquileia, in revenge 
for her gallant defence, had been so levelled 
as to be even without ruins, scarcely another ^^• 
city throughout the plains of Lombardy 
ventured to oppose a resistance which must in- 
evitably involve it in like destruction. The wretched 
inhabitants of Concordia, Oderso, Altino, Padua, 
and the neighbouring towns avoided the approach* 
ing tempest which they dared not abide; and, 
content with the preservation of their lives and 
thw movables, they abandoned their hearths to 
the fury of the conqueror. 

The great object of the fugitives was to escape 
pursuit ; and security could be best obtained by 
retirement to spots either difficult of access, or 
presenting little allurement to the cupidity of an 
invader chiefly hungering after spoil. Both of 
these qualifications were combined on the neigh* 
bouring shore of the Adriatic. About the mouths 
of the numerous rivers which discharge themselves 
over a space of thirty leagues on the North-western 
coast of that gulph, from Grade to Chiozza, are 
situated very numerous small islands, embanked 
against the open sea by long, narrow, intervening 
sUps of land, which serve as so many natund 
breakwaters. This aggere^ as it is termed, has 
been formed by the deposit of countless rivers, a 
deposit borne down them for Ages in a rapid fall, 
and not arrested till it meets the sea ; where it has 
raised itself into impregnable ramparts (murazzi)^ 
agsdnst the inroads of the waves. Towards the 
land, these islands are equally protected ; partly 
by the channels of the > great rivers, the Lizonzo, 
the Tagliamento, and^ the Livenza, flowing from 
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5 . THE LAGUNE. 

the Julian Alps ; the Piave, the Musone, the 
Brenta, and the Adige, swollen with the snows 
of the Tyrol ; and the Po, charged with waters 
both from the Alps and Apennines; and partly 
by a yet more powerfiil defence in a bed of soft 
mud, covered with water not exceeding, for the 
most part, one or two feet in depth, and ex- 
tending, at the time of which we are now writing, 
between twenty and thirty miles from the outer 
shore. This expanse, the Lagune, which cannot 
justly be considered either sea or land, is navigable 
only by skiffs drawing a few inches water : but 
wherever it is traversed by any of the aestuaries of 
the rivers, or yet more by canals excavated for the 
purpose, ships of considerable burden may ride 
securely, llie entrances through the outer bar- 
rier are few, and the navigation afterwards most 
intricate and difficult ; so that much skill and long 
acquaintance with the water- courses are necessary 
for pilotage through their labyrinths. The islands 
within the barrier are scattered through various 
parts of the Lagune ; some divided from each other 
but by narrow channels ; others more remote, as 
so many outposts. Rialto*, the chief of these, had 
long served as a port to Padua, and a few build- 
ings for naval purposes had been constructed upon 
it. All else was barren, desolate, and unculti- 
vated. But the very qualities which, under different 
circumstances, would have been most repulsive to 

* Rioo alto, the deep stream, abbreviated into JUalto, is first the 
name of this Island, Jsola de Rialto ; then of the Bridge, il Ponte 
eU Rialto which connects it with the opposite bank j and lastly of 
the Exchange, the Rialto of Shakspeare, which stands upon thii 
bUnd. 
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FIRST BTTILDINOS ON RIAtTO. 9 

voluntary settlers, presented attractions and offered 
advantages to the exiles of Veneiia, not to be 
expected in other places ; and the safety for which 
they might have looked in vain on a soil richly 
indebted to Nature was to be found by them, if 
anywhere, amid this wilderness of waters. 
» The fall of Aquileia and the self-banishment of 
the neighbouring inhabitants occurred in the year 
452 of our aera : but, yet earlier, some rudiments 
of its future greatness may be traced on Rialto. 
A Church, dedicated to St. James, had been erected 
there in 421 ; about the same time a decree had 
issued from Padua for the formation of a town on 
its naked shores, in order to consolidate the few 
stragglers who were to be found on the neighbour- 
ing islands ; and, for the government of this in- 
fant community, annual magistrates, under the 
title of Consuls, had been appointed by the mo- 
ther city. Sabellico has preserved a tradition, 
partially received, that the earliest buildings of 
this town were raised on the very spot now occupied 
by the Cathedral of St. Mark. Another belief, from 
which he assures us there is no dissent, affirms 
that the first foundations were laid on the 25th of 
March — a day on which none but a work of more 
than ordinary magnificence and dignity could be 
commenced. It is the day on which the Saviour 
was conceived in the womb of the Virgin ; and that 
also on which, as the Historian discovers in Holy 
writ, Adam, the parent of mankind, was formed 
by God*. Pietro Justiniani has presented us in 
his History with an astrological scheme of the 

•Dec.l.Ub*l.p.l4. 
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nativity of these foundations, calculated with pre* 
cision to the hour of noon on the 25th of March 
A.D. 421 ; and he assures us t^at this horoscope 
prognosticates the happiest fortunes. It was not 
only to this little town, however, that the exiles 
directed their steps. Its narrow dimensions, in- 
deed, forbade the reception of all who thronged to 
it, and the sands of Grado, Caorlo, Malamocco, 
and Pelestrina were covered by inmates. The 
mixed feeling of regret for the homes which they 
had abandoned and of thankfulness for those in 
which they had found refuge, is strongly evinced 
in the name given by the townsmen of Altino to 
the asylum which they occupied : they called it 
" the Port of the Deserted City." 

Before the towns on tlie continent could rise 
again from their ashes, the foundations of an in- 
dependent Government had already been laid in the 
new State. Each principal island elected a Tribune, 
as a judicial magistrate, who continued in office for 
a single year, and who was responsible for the 
execution of his duties to a General Assembly. The 
inhabitants dedicated themselves to the only em* 
ployments which their scanty territory permitted, 
fishing and the manufacture of salt : and safely, 
because obscurely, sheltered from the repeated 
calamities by which the Country they had aban- 
doned was desolated, they continued to gain an 
increase of strength by the new citizens which each 
fresh continental outrage added to their numbers. 

When, in the VII* century, the Lombards 
^' under Alboin established themselves in 

Italy, the new invaders followed in the 
track of their Barbarian predecessors ; and the 
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RItST DOGX. n 

inliabitants whom ancient. Venetia BtOl retained 
were compelled to seek the same asylums which, 
more than two centuries before, had received the 
original exiles. The citizens of Altino fled to 
Torcello ; those of Concordia to Caorlo ; and the 
Paduans became suppliants for a refuge, which was 
not denied, in that Rialto from which they had not 
long before demanded the obedience of a subject. 
'Diis increase of population in the islands, as it 
multiplied their interests, so also it demanded a 
greater vigour than was possessed by their exist* 
ing Government. The details of the change have 
not reached us ; but it appears that some abuses 
sowed the seeds of party spirit, and that the 
Republic was menaced by internal divisions. On 
these accounts, the General Assembly was 
convoked at Heraclea, and it was wisely de- ^^^* 
termined to confide in a single hand the 
power which hitherto had been partitioned among 
several Tribunes. The title proposed was Doge^ or, 
in other words, Duke. It is believed that twelve 
electors, whose names have been preserved, and 
who are the stocks from which afterwards sprang 
the most illustrious families in Venice, united their 
suffirages in favour of Paolo Luc a Anafesto, 
a citizen of Heraclea. His dignity was conferred 
fioir life ; he was assisted by a Council of State, the 
members of which he himself nominated; the 
public revenue was at his disposal ; the General 
Assembly was summoned at his decree ; he ap- 
pointed the Judges and Tribunes ; appeals from 
them lay to his jurisdiction ; all ecclesiastical 
synods were convoked by him ; and, although the 
election of Prelates still remained with the People,. 
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llie right of investiture, which operated as a vdoy 
belonged to the Doge. Above all, he alone pos- 
sessed the prerogative of peace or war. Little else, 
it may be imagined, besides these extensive pri- 
vileges, was wanting to constitute a pure despotism. 
This unlimited authority, however, does not 
appear to have been abused till the reign of the 
third Doge, Fabriciazio Urso, who was assas- 
sinated in a popular tumult which he had provoked 
by his haughtiness. The experiment of a chief 
magistrate for life had been tried and appeared to 
have failed. Without any diminution of his power, 
it was now resolved to limit its duration ; 
^^' and a ruler under the title of Maestro della 
• * Milizia or de' Soldati, elected but for a 
year, supplied the place of the abolished Doge. 
Five Maestrif or Mastromili as the name became 
corrupted, are recorded in succession, before the 
title of Doge was revived. The reigns which suc- 
ceeded, during many years after this renewal, were, 
for the most part, signalized by oppression on the 
side of the Prince and by resistance on that of the 
People, and they terminated, in frequent instances, 
by the expulsion of the Tyrant. In one 
^f* of these numerous struggles, the inter- 
vention of Pepin, upon whom his father 
Charlemagne had recently bestowed the Crown of 
Lombardy, was incautiously solicited, and the new 
King readily entered upon a connection affording 
pretexts for hostilities against a State which, from 
its contiguity with his own dominions, he might 
hope to include, one day, within their limits. The 
events which followed are obscure and variously 
Delated ; but thus much is certain, that the Republic 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



INVASION BY PEPIN OF LOMBARD Y. 13 

of the Islands was soon taught that lesson, so often 
to be learned from History, how dangerous it is 
to invite the interference of a powerful neighbour. 
It was not to secure the election of a Doge of 
Venice that the King of the Lombards had armed : 
his objects were directed, through this excuse, to 
his own aggrandizement ; and, taking occasion 
from the refusal of his allies to assist him in the 
conquest of Dalmatia which he wished to add 
to lus acquisitions in Istria and Friuli, he di- 
rected against the Western shore of the Adriatic 
that armament which had been ostensibly assem* 
bled to obtain mastery of its Eastern borders. 
Heraclea and Equilo were attacked and given to 
the flames ; and it was only at the personal soli- 
citation of Obelerio, the candidate whose interest 
he espoused, and who, in opposition to his fellow- 
citizens, had strongly advocated the necessity of 
joining in the Dalmatian expedition, that the re- 
maining towns escaped similar ravages, and that 
the invading troops were withdrawn. A fresh pro- 
vocation, indiscreetly offered, renewed the anger 
of Pepin and he was not slow in manifesting it. 
The fort of Brondolo and the islands of Chiozza and 
Pelestrina speedily surrendered to him ; and Mala* 
mocco, the Capital, was already invested by troops 
thirsting for its plunder, and separated from it, now 
Albiola was conquered, only by the narrow channel 
of a single canal. Pepin's bridges were constructed, 
the stream was crossed, and he entered the city ; 
but it was to a barren triumph, for the whole po- 
pulation had abandoned its walls. Listening to the 
advice of Angelo Participazio, one of those great 
men whose illustrious qualities are best displayed 
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in times of danger, they had thrown themaelyes 
into their galleys and taken up a position on 
Rialto, in the very centre of the Lagune^ where, 

Protected from invasion hy hroader channels, they 
etermined to maintain a desperate and extreme 
resistance. The Lombard King summoned them 
to surrender at discretion. On their refusal, ho 
endeavoured to form a bridge of boats which was 
destroyed ; and, in a second attempt to transport 
his whole forces in large vessels, well adapted for 
the open sea but little Sited for the shifting and 
uncertain depths of the Lagune, he became en- 
Jtangled in their shallows. The islanders, profiting 
by his embarrassment, set fire to the stranded 
vessels, and continued the wotk of destruction till 
the flow of the returning tide enabled the shattered 
fleet to withdraw to Malamocco. The towns 
already in the power of the invader endured the 
fullest calamities which defeat and disappointed 
junbition could inflict ; and Pepin, having thus 
iar gratified his revenge, abandoned all &rther 
operations and retreated to the continent. 

Anoelo Partigipazio had saved his Country, 
and the chief dignity which she could bestow 
-^J^' was his just reward. Obelerio was solemnly 
rejected, and the new Doge actively en- 
gaged himself in the confirmation of that security 
to which his wisdom had pointed the way. The 
sixty islets which clustered round Rialto were con- 
nected with it and each other by bridges ; a new 
Capital arose within their circuit; a Cathedral 
and a Ducal Palace were founded on the site 
which they still occupy ; and the name of the 
Province on Terra Firma from which the citizenji 
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derived their origin was given to the metropoUs 
wliich they were creating. Such was the birth ef 
Venice. 

In the reign of Justinu.ni Participazio, the son 
and successor of Angelo, undistinguished 
by events of more important character, '^- 
tfae Venetians became possessed of the 
relics of that Saint to whom they ever afterwards 
appealed as the great patron of their State and city. 
These remains were obtained from Alexandria by 
a pious stratagem, at a time when the Church 
wherein they were originally deposited was about 
to be destroyed in order that its rich marbles 
might be applied to the decoration of a Palace. 
At that fortunate season, some Venetian ships (it 
is said no less than ten, a fact proving the pros- 
perous extent of their early commerce) happened 
to be trading in that port; and their captains, 
though not without much difficulty, succeeded in 
obtaining from the Priests who had the custody of 
the holy treasure its deliverance into their hands, 
in order that it might escape profanation. It was 
necessary, however, that this transfer should be 
made in secrecy ; for, we are assured by Sabellico, 
who relates the occurrence minutely, that the mira- 
cles which had been daily wrought at the Saint's 
shrine had strongly attached the populace to his 
memory. The Priests carefully opened the cere- 
ments in which the body was enveloped ; and con- 
radering, doubtless, that one dead Saint possessed 
no less intrinsic virtue and value than another, they 
very adroitly substituted the corpse of a female, 
gta. Claudia, in the folds which had been occupied 
by that of St. Mark. But they had widely erred 
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in their graduation of the scale of beatitude. So 
great was the odour of superior sanctity, that a 
rich perfume diffused itself through the Church at 
the moment at which the grave-clothes of the 
Evangelist were disturbed ; and the holy robbery 
was well nigh betrayed to the eager crowd of 
worsldppers, who, attracted by the sweet smelly 
thronged to inspect the relics and to ascertaii) 
their safety. After examination, they retired, satis^ 
fied that their favourite Saint was inviolate ; for the 
slit which the Priests had made in his cerement^ 
was behind and out of sight. But the Venetiana 
still had to protect the embarkation of their prize* 
For this purpose, effectually to prevent all chancQ 
of search^ they placed the body in a large basket 
stuffed with herbs and covered with joints of pork. 
The porters who bore it were instructed to cry loudly 
• Khanzir^ Khanzirf * and every true Mussulmaa 
whom they met carefully avoided the uncleannesa 
with wliich he was threatened by contact with thia 
forbidden flesh. Even when once on board, the 
body was not yet quite safe ; for accident might 
reveal the contents of the basket ; it was therefore 
wrapped in one of the sails and hoisted to a 
yard-arm of the main-mast, till the moment of 
departure. Nor was tliis precaution unnecessary ; 
for the unbelievers instituted a strict search for con-? 
traband goods before the vessel sailed. During 
the voyage, the ship was in danger from a violent 
storm ; and but for the timely appearance of the 
Saint, who warned the captain to furl his sails, she 
would inevitably have been lost. The joy of the 

• Khanxhr, Arab, a hog. A cape on the coast of Syria is name^ 
nm €l J^amfr, i. e. hog*a-hea(t. 
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Venetians, on the arrival of this precious cargo* 
was manifested by feasting, music, processions, 
and prayers. An ancient tradition was called to 
mind, that St. Mark, in his travels, had visited 
Aquileia ; and having touched also at tlie Hun- 
dred Isles, at that time uninhabited, had been 
informed, in a prophetic vision, that his bones 
should one day repose upon their shores. Venice 
was solemnly consigned to his protection. The 
Saint himself, or his Lion, was blazoned on her 
standards and impressed on her coinage ; and the 
shout of the populace, whether on occasions of 
sedition or of joy, and the gathering cry of the 
armies of the Republic in battle was, henceforward, 
• Fiva San Marco /' 

The Lion of St. Mark has a more profound 
meaning than he may appear to bear at first sight. 
As the Heralds woidd blazon him, he is azure, 
siegeant, his wings or^ and he holds a book argent^ 
open under his paws. He sits, as we are told, in 
order to shew that the Venetians are wise and pa- 
cific ; for sages and counsellors mostly use that 
attitude: moreover to evince that they conquer 
rather by address than by violence, as it was said 
of the Romans — Romanus sedendo vincit He is 
winged, to shew that they are prompt in execution. 
On one occasion these wings furnished a pungent 
reply to an Imperial ambassador who inquired 
in what Country such a species of Lions was to be 
found? ' In the same Country,' answered the reign- 
ing Doge, ' which produces Spread Eagles.* The 
legend written on the book is Pax tibij Marce^ 
Evangdista meus^ the salutation addressed by an 
Angel to the Saint when he landed, as above 

VOL. I. c 
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mentioned, at the ipot now occupied by the 
Church and Convent of San Francesco della 
Vigna. But in time of war, the book is closed, 
and a naked sword is placed in the Lion's paws *. 
It is scarcely necessary to add that the .first 
notion of the Lion is borrowed from one of the 
visions of Daniel : of the four great beasts which 
that Prophet saw, *' the first was like a Lion and 
had Eagle's wings t-' But the symbols of the 
Evangelist have been a matter fruitful of discussion. 
Notwithstanding the splendour of his reception 
and the many subsequent testimonies of high 
honour which he received, the Saint occasionally 
proved capricious and did not always deign to 
shew himself even to his most illustrious visiters. 
Two centuries after the above Translation (1094) 
when the Emperor Henry IIL made an express 
pilgrimage to his shrine, the body had very petu* 
lantly disappeared. The Priests had recourse to 
prayer and fasting for its recovery, and the whole 
Capital was engaged in tears, abstinence, and sup* 
plication. At length the Saint relented. One 
morning the Sacristan whose turn it was to attend 
the Church in which the body ought to have been 
found, perceived, on entering, a fragrant odour 
and a brilliant light which issued from a parti- 
cular column. The simple Priest imagined that 
there was a fire and ran up in affiright to exthi- 
guish it ; nor was his alarm diminished when he 
saw a human arm protruding from the column. 
He hastened to the Doge and announced this 
marvel, and the Bishop of Olivolo and the other 

* Anielot de la Honssaye. irif#. du Chutem. de Vem»e,p. 668. 
tTiL4, 
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Clergy, faavmg been summoned, repaired with pro» 
found devofdon to the Church. There, as they 
kneh before the pillar, the arm dropped a ring 
from one of the fingers of its hand into the Bishop's 
•bosom ; and at the same time the column opened 
and displayed an iron coffin inclosing the remains 
of the Evangelist The holy corpse wrought 
numerous miracles ; and a Feast was instituted to 
commemorate its invention. On each 24th of 
July, while the Mtignificat was being chanted, 
the congregation was sprinkled with rose-water, in 
m^nory of the sweet odour, and two tapers were 
lighted before the pillar. Among the other relics, 
which on this occasion were borne abroad in splen* 
did procession, was an autograph of his Gospel 
from the Evangelist's own pen, in which, unhap* 
pily, learned men are undetermined whether the cha- 
racter is Grreek or Latin *, and whether the material 
is paper or parchment The ring was sacrilegiously 
stoJeD, in the year 1585, and, perhaps, the body has 
undergone a similar fate. Having been placed in a 
receptacle more worthy of it, the secret of which 
was intrusted to none save the Doge, and the 
Proweditori — officers especially appointed for the 
Saint's guardianship — a magnificent Church was 
decreed and built over this mysterious tomb f. Yet 
a modem traveller, who was by no means likely to 
approach this legend with an eye of scepticism, 
roundly taxes Cmrossio, who about twenty years 

* Wej^n Leetttres, 1. 37* where a reference is given to Michaelia, 
f 12.4to. Bnt a fnU acooixnt of the MS. may be found In the IN* 
orium Itaiieum of Montfaucon (c. iv., p. 66). That profound scholar 
and antiquary examined it very closely and decided that it wi^ Latin. 
Be deacrlbes it as perishing flrom the dampness of its repository. 

t Sabeliieo, Dtead, I. Wf, V. ad in. 
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-afterwards for a short time usurped the throne, 
with a private sale of the relics. ' Since his time/ 
tsays Eustace, ' the existence of the body of St. 
Mark has never been publicly ascertained. The 
place, however, where the sacred deposit lies is ac- 
Jknowledged to be an undivulged secret ; or, perhaps, 
in less cautious language, to be utterly unknown *J 
A whole century ensued presenting little matter 
which deserves attention, and the reigns of the six 
Doges by which that period was occupied 
^^- may be passed in silence. Under Candiano 
II., occurred one of those events which 
vividly depict the manners of the Age to which 
they belong; and which, though affecting in- 
dividuals rallier than a nation, excite never- 
theless very powerful interest and almost connect 
History with Romance t. According to an 
ancient usage, the marriages among the chief 
families at Venice were celebrated publicly. The 
same day and the same hour witnessed the union 
of numerous betrothed ; and the eve of the Feast 
of the Purification, on the return of which the 
Republic gave portions to twelve young maidens, 
was the season of this joyous anniversary. It was 
to Olivolo, the residence of the Patriarch, on the 
extreme verge of the city, that the ornamented 
gondolas repaired on this happy morning. There, 
hailed by music and the gratulations of their assem- 
bled kindred, the lovers disembarked; and the 
festive pomp, swelled by a long train of friends, 
richly clad, and bearing with them, in proud dis- 

• Classical Touvt vol. i. p. 171. 

+ Mr.Bogers in his Uaiy, * The Brides of Venice,* has already 
familiarized English ears with this most romantic incident. 
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play, the jewels and nuptial presents of the brides, 
proceeded to the Cathedral. The Pirates of Istria 
had long marked this peaceful show as affording a 
rich promise of booty ; for, at the time of which we 
are writing, the Arsenal and its surrounding man** 
sions were not yet in existence, Olivolo was 
untenanted, except by Priests, and its neighbour* 
hood was entirely without inhabitants. In these 
deserted spots, the Corsabs laid their on ambush the 
night before the ceremony ; and while the unarmed 
and unsuspecting citizens were yet engaged in the 
marriage rites before the altar, a rude and fero- 
cious troop burst the gates of the Cathedral. Not 
content with seizing the costly ornaments which 
became their prize, they tore away also the weeping 
and heart-brm&en brides and hurried them to their 
vessels. The Doge had honoured the Festival with 
his presence, and, deeply touched by the rage and 
despair of the disappointed bridegrooms, he sum- 
moned the citizens to arms. Hastily assembling 
such galleys as were in the harbour, they profited 
by a favourable wind ; and overtook the ravishera 
before they were extricated from the Lagune of 
Caorlo. Candiano led the attack, and, such waa 
its fury, that not a single Istriote escaped the 
death which he merited. The maidens were 
brought back in triumph ; and, on the evening of 
the. same day, the interrupted rites were solem- 
nized with joy, no doubt much heightened by a 
remembrance of the peril which had so well nigh 
prevented their completion. The memory of tlas 
singular event was long kept alive by an annual 
procession of Venetian women on the Eve of the 
rurification^ and by a sol^nn visit paid by the 
Doge to the Church of Sta. Maria Formosa. 
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It was by the Irunkmakers (ooMdiari) of tbe 
iriaad on which the abovenamed Church stands, that 
the greater part of the crew, hastily collected on this 
occasion, was furnished ; and Candiano, as areward 
for tlieir brav^, asked them to demand some 
privilege. They requested this annual visit to their 
island. ' What,' said the Prince, ^ if the day should 
prove rainy ?' — * We will send you hats to cover 
your heads, and if you are thirsty we will give you 
drink.' To commemorate this question and reply^ 
the Priest of Sta. Maria was used to offer to the 
Doge, on landing, two flasks of malmsy, two 
oranges, and two hats adorned with his own 
armorial bearings, those of the Pope, and those of 
the Doge. The Marian Games (La Feuta deUo 
Marie), of which this andata formed part, and 
which lasted for six days, continued to be cele* 
1»ated till they were interrupted by the public 
distress during the War of Chiozza *. They were 
renewed two hundred years afterwards with yet 
greater pomp ; but of the time at which they fell 
into total disuse we are unable to speak. 

The three reigns which immediately followed 
were barren of events of interest, though not un* 

marked by bloodshed and internal tumult 
^^^ At length one Doge, Pietbo Ubseolo I., 

deserv^y acquired the affections of his 
subjects ; but the gentle virtues to which he was 
indebted for their love were of that class which 
rendered the toils of Government irksome ; and, 
having resolved upon abdication, afiter two short 
years of rule, he quitted his Palace under disguise 
and by stratagem, in order to escape detention, 
and secluded himself in the neighbouring Abbey 

* SabeUieo, Dec. I.lib.Ui.p; €6. 
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df Perpignan. There, his meekness and devotimi 
obtained for him £Eir higher honours than those of 
Ae throne which he had resigned ; and, after his 
death, the Holy See enrolled him among her Int of 
Saints. His memory was long venerated by his 
oomitrymen, and even so late as the year 1732, hia 
light arm, inclosed, as a relic of inestimable 
value, in a silver shrine of exquisite workmanship, 
was deposited in the Treasury of St. Mark's. Thir- 
teen years, with the intervention of two reigns, 
passed before his son, a IP Pietro Ur- 
SEOLO, was called to the throne. Report ^j'- 
asserted that the abdicated Doge, already 
advanced many steps towards his future canoni* 
zation, had long ago prophesied the greatness 
of his child. On this account, the most favour- 
able auguries attended the opening reign, and 
the wise administration of the new Prince jus- 
tified the hopes of his Country. The largely 
extended commerce of Venice, by increasing 
her internal wealth and resources, had. awakened 
also her ambition for foreign conquest; and the 
lapse of five centuries, through which we have 
passed in the above brief sketch of her History, 
had not only raised the original small band of 
exiles and fishermen into a rich, powerful, and 
independent nation ; but, at the same time, had 
created a natural wish that these riches and this 
power should find a wider scene of display than 
was afforded by the narrow limits of the Lagune 
and a few adjoining ports. Urseolo H. was fitted 
for the crisis at which he reigned. Having, in 
the first instance, appeased the rage of domestic 
faction, he next addressed himself to commercial 
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Treaties ; and his negatiations secured yet more, 
fully than it had liitherto been possessed, ike- 
command of the chief neighbouring ports and 
rivers of Italy, obtained extensive privileges and> 
exemptions from the Greek Emperor, and cultH. 
vated the . good- will and alliance of the Sydan. 
and Egyptian Sultans. Venice, long before the. 
close of the X^ century, had become the em- 
porium not only of Italy but of Greece and of 
all the Countries bordering on the Adriatic : and 
while Pisa, Genoa, and .Ajnalfi, subsequently her 
chief maritime competitors, were but scantily 
known, she was the exclusive factor between 
Europe and the Levant. The Eastern coast of 
the Adriatic, notwithstanding this commercial 
pre-eminence of Venice, possessed numerous ports . 
maintaming themselves by an advantageous trade. . 
As each of the Empires which bordered them on 
either confine diminished in strength, these dis* 
tricts gradually asserted independence ; and their 
progress was naturally regarded with a watchful 
and jealous eye by the Venetian Government. 
But the Istrians, the Libumians and the Dal- 
matians were destined to aggrandize, not to rival, 
the Queen of the Adriatic. Venice, no less than 
her maritime neighbours, continued to be harassed, 
by the Pirates of Narenta; and whatever occa*' 
sional exemption she might enjoy from plunder, 
was purchased by the disgraceful humiliation of an 
annual tribute. We know not whether, as has 
been sometimes said, the Dalmatian towns volun*. 
tarily tendered submission as the price of delivery 
from these robbers or whether the Venetians 
plausibly anned in their defence, as a pretext to 
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veil ultimate designs of conquest : but, in the 
Spring of 997, a powerful fleet was manned, 
either for their protection or subjection; '*^- 
and the Doge, having received the stan- 
dard of St Mark from the hands of the Bishop, 
embalmed on the first expedition undertaken by his 
Country for extension of territory. His progress 
was a continued, and for the most part, a peaceful 
triumph. At Parenzo and at Pola, he was ad- 
mitted with open arms by the citizens who soli- 
cited him to adopt them as children of his Re- 
public. Capo d'Istria, Pirano, Isola, Emone, 
Sovigno, Humago, and Zara, all pofiered oatha 
of fealty and hailed him as deliverer and Sove- 
reign. Mulcimir, King of Croatia, found safety 
in alliance, cemented by the marriage of his son 
with a daughter of the Doge. Equal submission 
awaited him from Spalatro to Lissa, and the first 
resistance which he encountered was oflFered by 
the islands Curzola and Lesina. The former of 
these was won without difficulty, for it possessed 
little means of defence ; but Lesina presented a 
formidable opposition, both from the natural 
advantages of its site, and yet more from the pre- 
caution of the Narentines who had established on 
it a depdt strongly fortified and garrisoned. The 
Venetians speedily blockaded the port and in- 
vested the town ; and, on the refusal of their first 
summons, they pressed to the assault The 
defence was long and brave and the carnage 
proportionately murderous ; but, in the end, the 
garrison was compelled to yield. The lives of 
die inhabitants were spared; and on the same 
spot whereon the Doge received the keys of 
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Leflina, the submission of Ragusa aiso, eictorted by 
the terror of his amiB, was tendered and accepted. 
' The possession of Curzola and Lesina, the 
outworks of Narenta, rendered that bay itself 
defenceless ; and the Venetian army, disembarking 
without opposition, desolated the neighbourhood 
mth fire and sword. Few of the inhabitants 
escaped this war of extermbation ; and when, 
fatigued with slaughter, the invaders admitted the 
small remnant to terms, those terms were such as 
the recollection of two centuries of injury might 
be expected to dictate. The tribute was abolished, 
the population disarmed, indemnities for former 
plunder were rigidly demanded, and the whole 
resources of this little State, if a union of Pirates 
may be so named, were placed at the command 
of the victors. The Government of all these 
newly-acquired territories was framed after a 
model of great simplicity, and without any dis- 
tinction between cessions and conquests. A 
Podestdy nominated by the Doge from some 
principal family in Venice, administered in each 
town m the name of the Republic ; and the natives 
were utterly excluded from participation in public 
affairs. 

These brilliant successes of Urseolo were grate- 
fully acknowledged. To the title of Duke of 
Venice, was annexed that of Duke of Dalmatia ; 
the Emperor Otho III. honoured him by be- 
coming sponsor to his son ; and, on a progress 
which he made to Rome, after passing three days 
in Venice, he relieved her, at the prayer of the 
Doge, from a testimony of vassalage which had 
become offensive to the growing pride of the 
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i; declining the receipt of a robe of ctoth 
of gold which had hitherto be^i annually sent aa 
a maik of dependence. More substantial tokens 
of Imperial favour were shewn by ex^oaptiona 
granted throughout his donunions, and by per- 
mission to occupy certain neighbouring ports. 
This visit of Otho was paid under the most rigid 
incognito. He arrived at night, attended by .not 
more than five domestics ; and was received in 
the Monastery of San Servolo, as affording readier 
means of concealment than any other private or 
public lodging. The Doge, having been admitted 
to his first audience, which also took place by 
night, after exchanging congratulations with the 
Emperor, accompanied him to St Mark's ; whence 
Otho, having paid his devotions, passed with no 
less secrecy to the Ducal Palace. During his 
stay, Urseolo, to avoid suspicion, always dined in 
public; and, in the evening, supped in intimate 
&nuliarity with his illustrious guest It was not 
till three days after the Emperor's departure, that the 
Doge convoked a General Assembly, and, having 
announced the visit of Otho and the gracious 
concessions to which he had been pleased to 
agree, received the warmest thanks and applause 
of his People, for the consummate prudence and 
inviolable secrecy which he had maintained. So 
early was mystery, even respecting trifles, esteemed 
a praiseworthy quality in the rulers of Venice ! 

The reign of Othone, the son of Pietro 
Urseolo, was distinguished by the conquest ^' 
of Hadria. In a war which her citizens 
TOovoked by a claim to the territory of Loredo, the 
Doge vigorously marched to repulse an attack upon 
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that district, defeated the invaders, and,'pur8umg 
their routed forces, besieged, captured, and de-* 
stroyed their town. Such was the fate of that once 
great and flourishing city which, in tunes of remote 
antiquity, was doubtless the cliief port of its cog-* 
nate Adriatic. Even if not of much earlier origin, 
it was the principal seat of such commerce as the 
Tuscans enjoyed when their dominion extended 
from that sea to the Mediterranean : so late as 
the IV* century, Pliny speaks of its ' noble 
harbour :' and, at the period which we are nowcon- 
sidering, it retained sufficient power to need the 
direct chastisement of Venice ; but, in our own, 
days, both Man and Nature appear jointly to 
have conspired against its prosperity. It is still, 
indeed, the seat of a Bishop, but it has dwindled 
into a mean and ruined village, rejected even by 
die sea bearing its name, and removed, by one 
of those changes not uncommon on a shifting 
coast, no less than eighteen miles from the waters 
which once bore riches to its haven. 

DoMiNico Flabenigo, who succeeded to the 

throne in 1030, procured the enactment of 
iml ^^ important and most salutary law. The 

State nad hitherto been saved from heredi«< 
tary usurpation solely by the frequent recurrence of 
insurrection and, occasionally, of lawless bloodshed. 
The greater number of Doges had endeavoured to 
perpetuate the succession m their own families ; 
five had already sprung from a single stock; 
several had been associated without even the 
nominal consent of the People ; and the remedies 
which the Republic had been compelled to apply 
in four instances were no milder than death or 
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Wnishment. A law was now proposed that no 
successor should in future be named durmg the 
lifetime of the reigning Doge. It was unani- 
mously accepted, recorded as a fundamental insti- 
tute of the Government, and ever afterwards ob- 
served inviolably. 

The Chroniclers have presented an amusing 
picture of the luxurious habits of the Constantino* 
politan fair one, who shared the crown of 
DoHiNiGo Silvio, a later Doge. Such, we ^^* 
are assured , was the extent of her refinement 
•— adeo morosd fait eleganiid^ — ^that she banished 
the use of plain water &om her toilet, and washed 
herself only with the richest and most fragrant me- 
dicated preparations. Her apartments were so satu- 
rated with perfumes that those who were unaccus- 
tomed to such odours often fainted upon entering* ; 
and as the climax of sinful indulgence (for such it 
appears to the narrator), in the inordinate pride of 
her evil heart, she refused to employ her fingers 
in eating and never touched her meat unless with 
a golden fork. Her end was in miserable con- 
trast with these Sybaritic manners. She was 
stricken with a sore disease, considered, no doubt, 
as an especial judgment ; and her sufferings, which 
were long protracted, were of such a nature, as to 
excite rather the disgust than the pity of her 
attendants t' 

ViTALE Faliero, who was next called to ids4.* 

• The Venetian ladies are still morbidly sensible to the smell of 
perfumes. Mr. W. S. Rose* in his very agreeable L»tt«rs from tk§ 
Nurth of Italy, describes them as fainting at the odour of common 
essences, and speaks of well authenticated instances of deaths in 
childbed from similar causes. 

t SibeUico, Decad. I., Lib. 4, ad ann, 1071, who cites PamUnvt* 
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the throne, lai^ly benefited the Republic by skilfiil 
negociationB. llie Greek Emperor, Comnenus, 
renounced in favour of Venice the pretensions 
which he had hitherto asserted to nominal sove* 
reignty over Dalmatia ; he granted a free entrance 
to her ships into all his ports, and assigned ware* 
houses for their goods ; he naturalized her resi- 
dents at Constantinople, and he compelled the 
merchants of Amalfi to pay an annual tribute to the 
Cathedral of St. Mark. The establishment of a Fair 
in honour of that Saint, which occurred about this 
time, by mingling the purposes of devotion widi 
those of commerce, attracted numerous throngs 
of visiters to the Venetian Capital who, by the 
largeness of their expenditure, contributed to the 
increase of the national wealth. So lucrative did 
th^se institutions prove, that other canonized re* 
mains received similar honours ; and such was the 
consequent ardour with which relics were collected^ 
as allurements for pilgrim-merchants, that when 
the agents who had been despatched to purchase 
the body of San Tarasio, a defunct Patriarch of 
Constantinople, failed in their bidding, the Saint 
was transported to the Adriatic by means very 
little in accordance with honesty. 

A new and far wider scene of conquest was 
opened by this alliance with Constantinople; 
and the narrow limits of the Adriatic were no 
Ibnger to bound the Venetian dominioa It is 
not here that we need trace the rise of the Cru- 
sades, nor the manifold causes which summoned 
the whole armed population of Europe to a ro- 
mantic and perilous warfare in the East. The part 
borne by Venice, in these expeditions rendered her 
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most iOoBtrious: the consequenoes were greater 
ftan her most sanguine citizens could dare to 
imagine in their warmest and most glowing 
dreams of ambition ; and it is only to her share in 
this extraordinary portion of History and to the 
brilliant results which she drew from it, that we 
propose to confine our narrative. 

To whatever extent Venice may have partaken 
in the general Religious enthusiasm which filled 
the ranks of the Crusaders, there were reasons also 
of worldly policy which must have prompted 
her to be among uie most forward in any contest 
of which the East was to be the theatre. Greatly 
as she might desire the expulsion of the Infidels 
who profaned the holy places and engrossed the 
wealth of Syria ; and much as she might wish to 
supplant the present possessors of spots so favour- 
able to Religious ardour and to Oriental commerce; 
her interests no less ^werfully demanded that she 
should prevent the mtrusion of those who were 
likely to become competitors with herself; and 
she could not but foresee that in the same propor^ 
tion in which other European nations became 
established in the Levant, even so her own mer*- 
cantile prosperity was about to be diminished. 
Whatever hesitation, therefore, might at first be 
felt, must have been owing to the natural coldness 
and repugnance, or rather the alarm and jealousy* 
with which the Greek Emperor observed the 
approach of those vast armaments which were 
pouring into his neighbourhood from the West 
Venice was in too close connection with Con* 
stantinople, and, for the pres^it, too deeply 
oonoemed in preserving her amicable relations 
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^th that Court, to run the hazard of giving 
offence hy acting contrary to its wishes. Two 
years, therefore, appear to have elapsed after the 
departure of the first champions of the Cross, 
before the Republic determined to provide her 
contingent to the great confederacy ; and in the 
very outset, an event occurred, sufficiently mani- 
festing how little likely she was to forget her 
private and national advantages in the furtherance 

of the general cause. The fleet which sailed 
109S* ^^^ ® Adriatic, while Vitale Michieli 

was Doge, consisted of somewhat more than 
two hundred vessels, of which one half was furnished 
by the Dalmatian ports. Arrived off Rhodes, it 
formed a junction with a Pisan armament, bound to 
the same coasts, and directed to the same object. 
The two Republics were on terms of professed amity 
with each other, when an unseemly difference, ill 
according with the avowed motives of their expe- 
dition, led to a dispute and a battle. The little 
island of San Nicolo contained the body of the 
Saint from whom it was named — a deposit of much 
value in the eyes of the Venetians, for reasons 
which we have just stated. Whether the purchasers 
were niggardly in the price which they offered, or 
whether the Caloyers, to whom the merchandise 
belonged, were exorbitant in their demands, is 
not now to be ascertained ; but the Venetians, 
unable to complete a satisfactory bargain, resolved 
to possess by force that which they could not ob- 
tain by negotiation. The relics were torn from 
their shrine, and conveyed to one of the Venetian 
galleys; not however to be received in peace; 
for the partition of the spoil became an object of 
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dispute between the allies. The Pisans urged that, 
being on the spot, they were entitled to at least 
half the body ; the Venetians denied their claim to 
any part of it. Angry words were quickly suc- 
ceeded by direct hostilities ; and the two Christian 
fleets, designed to rescue the Holy Sepulchre from 
unbelievers, diverted their arms, in the first in- 
stance, to purposes of mutual destruction, for the 
possession of a dead man's bones. The superior 
number of the Venetians did not allow victory to 
be long suspended ; and the capture of twenty 
Fisan galleys and of ^ve thousand prisoners was 
the result of the contest. 

The coast of Syria was occupied by the Cru- 
saders, and it was there that the aid of the Ve- 
netians would have been most effectual: true, 
however, to the pursuit of gain, they directed 
their course, after this engagement, to Smyrna, 
an undefended town, which could not offer 
resistance to their pillage. Whether they assisted 
afifcerwards in the blockade and conquest of Jaffa 
is by no means certain ; sure it is, however, that, 
before the approach of winter, they returned to 
their harbours, bearmg with them the fruits of 
their piracy, and devoutly committing the relics 
of San Nicolo to a Chapel on the Isle of Lido. In 
the following campaign, they partook, in some de- 
gree, in the successes at Ascalon and at Caiapha : 
but their co-operation was tardy and languid. The 
more vigorous exertions of the nexX Doge, 
Ordelafo Faliero, contributed to the re- f^^* 
duction of Acre, of Sidon, and of Berythus ; 
and, as the Christian arms advanced in Palestine, 
Venice, no less than the other maritime Republics, 
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]a)^ly partook of the benefits of conquest; and 
tlie seeds of future jealousy were sown among 
Ihem by the very equality of partition. If Venice 
obtained, from the profuse liberality of Baldwin, 
one fourth part of the city of Acre, a free ccHn- 
merce throughout his new Kingdom of JerusalCTs, 
and an immunity, within its limits, from all jurisdic* 
tion excepting that of her own magistrates, still the 
possession of a quarter of Antioch, and the envied 
dignity of Patriarch of the Holy City accorded to 
the Pisans, and the grant of similar distinctions or 
eommereial privileges to the Genoese, were cal* 
culated to excite alarm in a rival Power. To what 
fearful extent these apprehensions spread them- 
selves we shall hereafter perceive. 

Faliero, before the close of his reign, was sum- 
moned to the reduction of Zara, which had 
hi?' op®^®^ ^®' gates to the King of Hungary^ 
The triumph of the Doge was complete : 
he defeated the invaders, and pursued them 
into their mountain fastnesses ; and, having su^ 
ficiently punished the revolters, he was invested, 
on his return to Venice, with the title of Duke of 
Croatia. Within three years, a fresh spirit of 
disaffection manifested itself and the Hungarians 
again advanced. ITie result was widely different. 
Faliero was mortally wounded in a battle 
A« J. under the walls of Zara, and the few of his 
troops who escaped from the field re<- 
gained their transports with difficulty. The King 
of Hungary, elated by his success, refused tM 
terms proposed to him and consented only to a 
suspension of arms during the next five years. 
< The reaouroes of ^ State» however, were too 
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powerful to be impaixed by tbii partial rereane) 
and the slight disgrace attaching to it was soon to 
be obliterated by fresh and more distinguished 
triumphs in the East There, the IP Baldwin, 
pvessed on all hands by the Infidels, solicited the 
general aid of Christendom ; and while his ambaft- 
sadors were awakening the }Hoa8 zeal and stimuf- 
lating the commerdal appetite of the Venetians, 
news of lus capture and of the imminent peril of 
Jerasalem accelerated the saccours which they 
were preparing to furnish. The Doge Dominico 
MicHiEu commanded an armament which has 
been estimated at not less than two hundred vessels; 
and among these were several galleys of more than 
ordinary (Smensions, each banked with a hundred 
oars and each oar requiring two men to ply it. 
The Saracen fleet was stationed in the bay 
of Jaffa ; and, perceiving at first only a few ^^' 
ships of burden, which Michieli had phiced 
in the van to cover his advance, was unappre- 
hensive of attack; The battle began at day^* 
break, and an untoward event, in its very com- 
mencement, increased the terror into which the 
Infidels bad been thrown by their surprise. The( 
galley bearing the Doge himself, being a swifteor 
▼essel than its mates, first entered the enemy's 
line ; and, as chance determined, bore down imon 
the Saracen Admbal : the shock was irresistible^ 
wad the hostile vessel sank with all its crew. As 
the conflict became general, the Saracens, dia^ 
phited by the loss cdf their Chief, fought every 
where at disadvantaffe. Yet their resistanoe mm 
long and bloody ; &e two entire lines were en* 
gage4 sfa^ to aUp, and it waa chiefly by theii 
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desperate resolution in boarding that the Venetians 
were in the end successful and the enemy was com- 
pletely destroyed. Some allowance may, perhaps, 
be made for the rhetorical style of the Archbishop 
of Tyre when he records the hideous slaughter in 
this action : the victors, he assures us, however 
incredible it may sound, stood on their decks 
ancle-deep in the blood of their foes ; the sea, 
for a circuit of two miles (Furcherius enlarges 
this space to four), was tinged with a scarlet 
dye ; and the numerous unburied corpses which 
floated to the shore bred a contagious disorder by 
their putrescence. Michieli sullied his victory by 
the cruel execution of his chief prisoners ; and, 
leaving his fleet at Jaffa, hastened on in person to 
Jerusalem, where he celebrated the Festival of 
Christmas. There, sagaciously directing the ex- 
citement which his recent victory had produced, he 
concluded with the Coimcil of Regency a Treaty 
most advantageous to the interests of his Republic. 
One fourth of Acre, as we have already seen, had 
been granted to the Venetians. A new allotment 
bestowed on them an entire street in each city of 
the Kingdom of Jerusalem, with a bath, a bake- 
house, a market, and a church ; all their imports 
were permitted to pass free from duty ; no taxes 
were to be paid by them ; and so paramount an 
authority was attributed to their magistrates, that 
in all cases in which a resident Venetian was defend- 
ant, he was to be tried in his own native CourtSf 
and it was solely as prosecutor that he was com- 
pelled to appear before a Royal Judge. In the par- 
tition of future conquests, a third of Tyre, Ascalon, 
and their dependencies, when won (a consequence 
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upon which the san^ne hopes of the Crusaders 
always reckoned), was to be assigned to the Vene- 
tians ; who, as some acknowledgment for this terri* 
tory, were to supply a third of the garrison of Tyre ; 
but even these troops were to be maintained and 
paid at the King's expense, who set apart for the 
purpose 300 golden besants. 

His future services thus amply rewarded before- 
hand, the Doge prepared for the field. While the im- 
pression of their defeat was recent, it was naturally 
supposed that the Infidels would feel discouraged ; 
and that some great enterprise might be success- 
fully undertaken. But to what quarter was tlds 
enterprise to be directed? Forethought was not 
among the qualities which marked the Crusading 
Chiefs ; and it would have been idle to expect that 
any plan for a future campaign should have been 
meditated and digested, or that they should even 
know on what point their foe was most vulnerable. 
But supernatural guidance, it was believed, was 
always at hand to supply any defect of human pru- 
dence; and to this decision the Christian fortunes 
were entrusted. The names of the chief Syrian 
cities, or at least of Tyre and Ascalon concerning 
which most doubt existed, were written on separate 
papers and deposited in an urn. This urn was 
placed upon the altar ; and, after the cele- 
bration of a solemn Mass, an orphan child ^j-^^* 
was emploved to draw out the lot which was 



to decide the march of the Crusading hosts. Tyre 
was the name borne by the fatal scroll ; and no 
object of greater importance or of greater difficulty 
could have been selected ; for the joint forces of 
the Sultans of Damascus and Egypt, under able 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



38 . aixoE OP TTSS. 

commanders, garrisoned, with no incompetent 
numbers, the yast circuit of its widls ; and 
nineteen miles of ramparts bristled with armed 
defenders. The sea encompassed it on all sides, 
Bare where a channel, in its narrowest part more 
than half a mile in breadth, was crossed by 
the mole which Alexander had constructed, 1400 
years before ; and which, if it bore witness 
that Tyre might in the end be won, proved at 
the same time the gigantic efforts demanded for 
its reduction. The Conqueror of the world had 
almost abandoned this city in despair ; nor was it 
till after seven months of unparalkled toil and the 
loss of more blood than all Persia cost him, that 
he entered its breach by storm. But a few years 
antecedent to the siege now contemplated, the 
mightiest efforts of the Crusaders had been directed 
against it in vain. 

. Hiree months, from the middle of February, 
^ere fruitlessly expended in assaults perpetually 
^^pulsed. The port, flanked by towers and guarded 
by a double widl, was not to be forced ; and the 
mole, yet more strongly entrenched and fortified, 
'^ve additional defence to the garrison rather 
than means of approach to the besiegers. No 
aymptoms either of distress or weakness appeared 
within the city ; and it was known that the Sultan 
of Damascus was hastening to its relief Among 
the confederates, on the other hand, incessant and, 
«s it seemed hopeless, efforts had produced irritap 
lion and discontent ; and a spirit of jealousy began 
to exhibit itself between the forces employed on 
the different services. The troops investing the 
«ity by land murmured at their unremitted hard- 
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«faipB ; and^ oontratting tkeir own daiiy pefiis and 
labours with tlie ease and security of those who 
were engaged in the bioc^de by sea, looked with 
ssa evil aiul suspicious eye upon their Venetian 
allies. This danaer was observed, encountered, 
«nd remedied by me promptitude of Michieli ; and 
History presents few specimens of more chivalrous 
-self-abandonment than that upon which he re*- 
aolved. Stripping the entire fleet of its equip- 
ments, he ordered the rowage, masts, sails, and 
rudders to be borne with him to the camp. 
•* These,' he said, pointmg to the burdens of his 
iittendants, ' are the pledges of our fidelity and of 
our participation in dangers which ought to be 
common to all. We can no longer have it even 
in our power, if it could be supposed to be in our 
will, to quit the walls, and the slightest gale wiH 
expose us to far greater peril than that of mortal 
tsombat ! ' This substantial proof of sincerity, and 
the politic advance at the same time of one hundred 
thousand ducats for the paym^t of the soldiers, 
zestored confidence at once among the allies. A 
^neral voice deprecated the useless exposure to 
danger which the Venetians proffered, and all 
hands assisted in refitting the fleet, the active 
services of which might soon be demanded. 
' The siege was still vigorously, but not more sue* 
cessfiilly, pressed ; and two other months passed 
away without diminution of courage or con- 
stancy on either hand, although scarcity began 
to appear within the walls. Accident, in the 
end, presented occasion for a fortunate stratagem. 
One of those carrier-pigeons which the Orientals 
employ as mess^igers^ was seen passing ovsr 
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the camp, and, terrified by a loud shout which 
the besiegers raised, fell into their hands. The 
despatch fastened to its wing announced speedy 
assistance from the Sultan of Damascus ; but 
it was easy to substitute intelligence of a directly 
contrary nature, to announce that this Chief was 
hard pressed in another direction and compelled 
to abandon Tyre to its own resources. The 
bird, laden with this forged communication, was 
released and flew to the city. There, the garri- 
son believed the unwelcome news, and, hopeless 
of that relief upon which 1;hey had placed their 
main dependence, surrendered on terms. Ascalon^ 
upon which the Christian arms were next directed, 
soon afterwards fell an easy conquest. 

These successes awakened a new and unex- 
pected enemy to Venice. The Greek Empire, long 
conscious of her own weakness, and doubtfid 
whether the hazard to which she was exposed by 
the Infidels was not less immediate than that which 
might be apprehended from the establishment of a 
powerful European dominion on her frontiers, 
abandoned herself to the impulses of fear and jea- 
lousy ; and, by aiming a blow which she was too 
nerveless to strike with effect, provoked the very 
dangers which she sought to avoid. Her cruizers 
received orders to interrupt the Venetian com- 
merce and to capture the merchant-vessels of the 
Republic wherever they were to be met. It is not 
disputed that there were yet other causes of irri- 
tation ; for Johannes Comnenus, who at that time 
filled the throne of Constantinople, was among 
the best and wisest of her Princes, and is not likely 
to have yielded to any rash intemperance of anger. 
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The Crusaders, unfortunately, bad carried with them 
to the East the most undisguised contempt for a 
People whom they affected to consider as Barha* 
rians, and had consequently heen little solicitous 
to show respect either to their Laws or their Reli- 
gion. Pride was among the most besetting sins 
of the champions of the Holy Sepulchre ; and the 
great share which belonged to the Venetians in 
Sie reduction of Tyre, one of the most brilliant 
exploits of the Christian chivalry, might diminish, 
even in them, that moderation by which they had 
hitherto been distinguished, and exchange the de- 
ference with which they had been accustomed to 
regard the Court of Constantinople for a manner 
more conformed to the haughty demeanour of their 
brethren in arms. Be this as it may, the first 
avowed hostility was committed by the Emperor, 
and Michieli lost no time in inflicting reprisals, for 
which he possessed ready means. His fleet swept 
and desolated the Imperial coast ; and the Doge, 
no longer required before Tyre or Ascalon, pro- 
ceeded to Rhodes which he sacked and pillaged 3 
Scio underwent a like fate, and here he fixed his 
winter quarters. In the following Spring hi» 
ravages extended over the whole Arcliipelago ; 
when Samos, Paros, Mitylene, Andros, Lesbos, and 
other islands were visited with relentless ven- 
geance ; and, in pursuance of that detestable trafiic 
of which there are traces in Venetian commerce 
even before the middle of the VIII'*' century, the 
choicest youth of both sexes were torn away from 
those unhappy islands to be sold as slaves. Hence, 
passing to the shores of the Morea, Michieli spread 
sipoilar destruction ; aud in his homeward voyage, 
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while ascending the Adriatic, he diastiaed aome re*^ 
beliioas towns in Dalmatia, and taught the citizens 
of Sebenigo, Trau, Spalatro, and Belgrade, how 
dangerous it was to trifle with fidelity. In this 
wide-visiting deyastadon, Michieii appears not to 
have encountered a single check. Whether on 
his return to Venice he abdicated lus power, ox 
died in possession of it, has been disputed ; but 
it is not doubtful that he had fiiily earned and 
merited the expressive title with which die epitaph 
engraven on his monument commences, Terror 
<ir<Bcorum jcLcet Mc, 

Under his successor, Pietro Polani, we read of 

a short and successful campaign against 
u£' P^^^^ remarkable only as being the first 

occasion on which the Venetians, already 
increased in power far disproportionate to their 
native population, employed mercenaries in their 
service. Another Comnenus, Manuel, had sue* 

ceeded to the Greek tbrone, and the Emr 
u^.* W^ ^^ endangered by the invasion of 

Koger of Sicily who had occupied Corfu, 
pillaged the neighbouring coasts, and, after 
forcing the Dardanelles, had threatened to bum 
Constantinople itself. Manuel, in his distress 
^ivilling to forget recent dissensions, eagerly 
sought to renew more ancient alliances with Ve* 
nice ; and the Republic had powerful motives to 
assist in repressing an active and ambitious Prince 
possessing a large tract bordering on the Adriatic, 
and already establislied in the Levant. The offers 
of Manuel, therefore, were accepted with a ready 
ear; for, exclusively of the jealousy with which 
the Venetians naturally regarded the King of Sicily, 
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liiey were allured by new commercial pnyileges 
which opened to diem the hitherto forbidden poits 
of C jpms, Candia, and Megalopolis. 
' Corfu was speedily recovered, but not without 
occurrences which threatened an immediate dis- 
Bolution of the alliance and evinced the insecurity 
of the basis on which it rested. The camp was a 
scene of perpetually renewed discord ; and, on one 
occasion, the Venetians, worsted in a general fray, 
retreated to a little island, Asteris, between Ithaca 
and Cephalonia, whence they attacked and burned 
many of the Greek ships. Having captured the 
Imperial galley itself, they decorated the States 
cabin with drapery of cloth of gold and rich 
purple tapestries ; and selecting a vagabond £thi* 
opian, distinguished for his ugliness and enor- 
mities, as a representative of Manuel, they carried 
•him in mock triumph round the fleet and cel^ 
hrated his Coronation. 'Hie ridicule was chiefly 
directed against Manuel's swarthiness of com- 
plexion ; and the Byzantine Historian, from whom 
we derive these particulars, is deeply concerned 
for the honour of his master's personal appearance. 
** Manuel," says Nicetas, ** had not yellow locks 
like a corn-field ; his hue was dark and sun-burned, 
yet it was the hue of the Bride in the CantideM^ 
black, but comely*." 

In the early part of the reign of Vn-ALE Mighibli 
II. who succeeded Polani, the disputes 
between the Holy See and the Western ^^' 
JESmpire were agitating all Christendom; 
and on the first double election to the Popedom, the 

* Manuel Comnenus, ii. 5. 
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VenetianB, anxious to diminish the increasing 
preponderance of Frederic Barbarossa in Italy^ 
espoused the cause of Alexander III., in oppo- 
sition to Victor IV. who was supported by the 
Emperor. The troops of Padua, Vicenza, Ferrara, 
and Verona, under the Emperor's orders, imme- 
diately laid waste Loredo and portions of the 
Milanese; and, while the Venetian forces were 
occupied in repelling this aggression, Ulric, the 
Patriarch of Aquileia, profited by their absence to. 
revive an ancient feud. The hatred of the Church of 
Aquileia against that of Grado, which it considered 
as an unauthorized intruder upon its rights, had 
been transmitted undiminished through a course of 
more than six centuries; and Ulric, inheriting 
this feeling in its uttermost bitterness, gladly seized 
an opportunity of plundering his defenceless rival.. 
Heading his Canons, the Patriarch crossed over to 
Ghrado, and was conveying its booty to his vessels, 
when he found himself unexpectedly arrested by 
a Venetian fleet. He obtained his liberty ; but 
it was at a price to which he would, probably, 
have preferred the most costly expenditure of 
treasure ; for the ransom which he was compelled 
to pay conveyed his memory in ridicule almost to 
our own times, and materially contributed to per- 
petuate the popular Venetian contempt for the 
spiritual dignity of Aquileia. Every year, on the 
Carnival Thursday, the Patriarch was obliged to 
send to Venice a bull and twelve boar pigs, a 
deputation representing himself and his Chapter. 
The ambassadors were paraded through the prin- 
cipal streets, and then slaughtered with mock 
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Bolemnity in the presence of the Doge, who dis- 
tributed their carcasses among the people. 

The holiday on which this mummery was ex- 
liibited {Griovedi grasso^ or as it is called in the 
Venetian dialect Ziobbagrasso) was celebrated 
with particular festivity; among other annual 
spectacles exhibited to the populace was the 
descent of a voUigeur from a rope fixed to the 
summit of the Campanile (a height of three 
hundred and forty feet) to a balcony in the Ducal 
.Palace; and some marvellous feats of balancing 
(JLeFoTze iErcole), in which a pyramid of tumblers 
was raised on each others shoulders for six stages, 
in the last of which, the crowning man stood upon 
his head. Besides attending the procession of the 
bull, the Doge had a yet more martial duty to per- 
form on this Festival. In the great Hall of the 
Palace {La Sola del Piovego) was arranged some 
pasteboard scenery representing the castles of 
such Lords of Friuli as had espoused the cause of 
the Patriarch. These fortresses were attacked by 
the Doge and his Council and beaten down by 
them with clubs ; and till the reign of Andrea Gritti, 
in 1524, each succeeding Prince submitted to enact 
the chief part in this buffoonery. After that time, 
nothing further was required but that he should be 
spectator of the bull-bait (for such in latter days it 
became) from the balcony of the Red Columns. 

But events of a £sir graver character were im- 
pendmg over Venice. Tlie Sicilians and Vene- 
tians were now almost equal objects of alarm to 
Manuel Comnenus ; and, regardless of the widely 
different relations in which each had recently 
9tood to his Empire, he sought to embroil them 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



4ff OUTRAOB OP MAinTBL GOMNEmiS. 

with each other; and proffered his alliance Id 
that party which would commence the quarrel* 
The hand of his daughter was tendered to the 
King of Sicily, and was refused. Nor were thd 
Emperor^s negotiations with the Republic more 
successful, for her Government was well acquainted 
with the value of a Commercial Treaty which it had 
obtained from Sicily, and which had been inviolaUy 
observed. The Doge, apprehensive of measure 
of violence to which Manuel might perhaps be 
hurried by disappointment, issued an order that 
all Venetian ships and residents should imme** 
diately withdraw from the Imperial territories ; and 
Manuel, in reprisal for this interruption of com- 
merce, mvaded Dahnatia ; at the same time di»* 
avowing all hostile intentions, and affirming that» 
upon the re-establishment of former confidential 
relations, he would not hesitate to countermand 
his troops. The Venetians, anxious for Peaces 
and imbued more with the spirit of merchants) 
than that of either Statesmen or soldiers, fell into 
the snare ; and no sooner had their traders re* 
turned and their vessels re-entered the Greek 
ports, than the first were thrown into prison and 
the second confiscated. From Nicetas, we leani 
that the chief sufferers, under this violent brea^ 
of the law of nations, were the provincial residents: 
Most of those who traded in the Capital, especiatty 
such as were unmarried, effected thdlr escape, 
having embarked by night in a three-masted vessel, 
the largest which had hitherto been built The 
Greeks pursued them with a numerous and weD- 
armed flotilla : yet the Venetians, from the siipe^ 
rior loftiness of tbehr ship, from her extreiaA 
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lopicKty of sailing before a §ug wind, and, not 
least, from the ocmiage and gallant bearing of the 
crew, baffled all attacks, and, outstrippmg their 
purauefs, gained the Adriatie in safety. 

The consternation excited at Venice, when thia 
VEik>oked-for kitelligence arrived, was to be 
equalled only by die profound and general resent* 
inei^ which inflamed all ranks. The populace 
with loud cries demanded War ; the streets echoed, 
with execrations against the Greeks ; and every* 
band was employed in equipping an armament. 
One entire family, the Justiniani (Venice contained 
not a more ancient, nor more noble House), revis- 
ing the self-devotion of the Roman Fabii, volun- 
teered their whole race to the service of thar 
Country and embarked a hundred combatants in 
her defence. The young eagerly thronged to 
partake of the dangers of the expedition ; and 
Biose too far advanced in years to bear their 
share in arms, in order that they might retain a& 
little as possible in common with their detested 
enemy, shaved their beards, in abhorrence of the 
opposite fashion prevalent among the Greeks. 
Still, money was wanting to the public coffers^ 
and the .Doge, having exhausted every other 
financial expedient, was obliged to have recourse 
to a forced loan from the most opulent citizens,- 
each being required to contribute according to 
his ability. On this occasion, the Chamber of: 
Loans {La Camera degV imprediii) was esta«> 
Uished. To this Chamber the contributors were^ 
made creditors, at an annual interest of four per 
omt. ; A rate&r below the standard of the Age.. 
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These creditors, in process of time, were incorpo- 
rated into a Company for the management of their 
joint concerns ; and thus formed the basis upon 
which afterwards was erected the Bank of Venice^ 
the most ancient establishment of its kind and 
the model of all similar institutions. The method 
in which the above-named loan was repaid is 
believed to be the earliest instance on record of 
the funding system, and the first example in any 
Country of a permanent national debt. 

Scarcely three months h^d expired, before 
Vitale found himself at the head of one 
^- Y" hundred and twenty well-manned vessels ; 
and, fired with the hope of vengeance, sailed 
for Dalmatia. There, such cities as had revolted 
were most severely punished. The lives of the 
Ragusans were spared, at the intercession of their 
Archbishop ; but it was on condition of subser- 
vience in spiritual matters to the Patriarch of 
Grado (provided the Papal consent could be ob- 
tained) and of the destruction of their fortifications. 
On the appearance of the fleet off Negropont, the 
Governor of that island approached uie Doge in 
lowliest supplication. He represented that the 
intentions of his master were, undoubtedly, 
pacific; that the strong measures which he had 
taken could have resulted only from false informa- 
tion of hostile designs on the part of the Republic ; 
that he would pledge himself for the most entire 
and satisfactory atonement ; and that, meantime, 
it would be far wiser to seek explanation by an 
embassy than by any hasty violence to plunge 
both nations headlong into the calamities of War. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ITS DISASTERS* 49 

The artifice of the wily Greek prevailed ; envoys 
were despatched to Constantinople and the Doge 
retired to winter quarters at Scio. 

Delay was the sole object of Manuel in admit* 
ting this embassy; and his Ministers, deeply 
versed in the lingering processes of negotiation, 
continually embarrassed the discussions by new 
and unexpected questions. Every hour thus 
gained, if it did not positively diminish the 
strength of the Venetians, increased that of their 
opponents, by affording a longer time for pre- 
paration ; and, moreover, left an opening for the 
occurrence of some favourable chance which 
might altogether remove their danger. Such a 
chance did indeed occur; and its consequences, 
as they far exceeded all calculation, so must they 
have infinitely surpassed the warmest hopes of tlie 
Greeks. The Plague broke out in the quarters at 
Scio ; and when the am)»a8sadors, wearied by 
repeated procrastination, and no longer perceiv- 
ing any clue which might guide them through 
the ever-lengthening maze of diplomacy, returned 
to announce their unsuccessful mission, they 
found the flourishing camp which they had quitted 
but a few short montiis before changed into one 
vast lazar-house. Few of the troops had escaped 
the deadliest stroke of pestilence, and, of those 
few, a very small portion was still able to bear 
arms. From want of effective numbers to man 
bis fleet, the Doge had been compelled to bum 
many of liis vessels ; and the further progress of 
the enterprise thus became impossible. Happy, 
indeed, might he consider himself, if he were 
permitted to regam the Lagune with the shattered 

VOL. I. k' 
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idicB of his host. In the Greek islanda, it it 
Kareely necessajy to look beyond natural caitflea 
and national habits for tbe origin of the Plague 
at any time ; but a bdief prevailed, wliicfa, even if 
VDfounded on truth, at least evinces tibe bitterness 
of animosity with which Manuel was regarded. 
it was affirmed that he had resorted to the tiea- 
eherous and diabolical expedient i^ poisoning the 
waters. 

Tlie fleet was exposed to £resh disasters in its 
homeward voyage. Partly from the weakness of 
tiie crews, partly from the unskilfukiess of those 
to whom the pilotage was necessarily intrusted, 
many ships were abandoned and destroyed, and 
many others were wrecked. That gorgeous 
annameut, the pride of Venice and the terror of 
Ihe East, which had so recently filled the bosom 
of the Adriatic with its swelling sails, now steal- 
liuly crept along its coasts, reduced to fittle nu»e 
than seventeen unserviceable barks. Not a 
ftmily throughout the CajHtal was uninvolved in 
&e general calamity. The voice of mourning 
was heard in every house ; and of those brave 
hearts among the Justiniani which the bond of 
patriot love had knit together, as the strength of 
a single man, not one now throbbed with life. 
Their resemblance to the Fabii was destined to be 
complete. Like them, they had given aU to their 
Country ; and all had perished for her : as witili 
tikem, too, a smgle root was founder their revivd. 
With ^ Fabii it was a boy, too green for arms, 
who had remained in Rome : a forgotten Monk, 
drawn from the shade of a cloister and rdeased 
fisom his vow of celibacy, preserved to Veoioe a 
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name which was often again to give lustre to her 
annals. 

Calamity stopped not here ; nor was the Plague 
left behind with tfae dead at Scio. The dying 
conveyed it to Venice, amid whose crowded po- 
pulation it spread most rapidly and' destructively. 
The popi:&u%, embittered by the fiiihire of brilliant 
liopes, smarting under the keen sense of unre- 
yenged, national wrongs, and preyed upon by a 
frightful disease, sought some object on which to 
▼ent the fury engendered by these manifold causes 
of irritation. In the tempests of tiie passions, as 
in those of the elements^ it is to the highest places, 
for the most part, that the thunderbolt directs its 
stroke ; and the Doge was held responsible not only 
for the political disasters which greater firmness, 
perhaps, might have averted, but also for the phy- 
sical evils which it exceeded any human power to 
oontroL His Palace was beset by a ierociouB' 
rabble ; and Vkale, having fruitlessly attempted in 
the first instance to appease and &en to escape 
from the tumult, fell baieath the rage of his own 
citizens. The State, madd«aied by sedition, stained 
with the blood of its Prince, and desolated by pes* 
tilence, appeared to tremble on the utmost v^ge 
of destruction. It had, in truth, arrived at one of 
Aose great crises in ^e History of nations, of 
idiich the result is eidier total dissolution or re* 
i&vigorstbn with more Uian former strength. 



e2 
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CHAPTER II. 

FROM A.D. 1178 TO A.D. 1108. 

Kew Constitution— Dissentioii between Pope Alexander III. fand 
tbe Emperor Frederic BarbarosBa^Siege of AnconaFxHeroic 
Exploits and Constancy of its Citizens— lU Belief— Alexander 
III. at Venice— Defeat of Barbarossa's Fleet— Espousal of the 
Adriatic— Peace of Constance— Submission of the Emperor to 
the Pope— PriTileges granted by Alexander to Venice— The Be4 
Colomns— Procuratori dl San Marco— Ayrogadori. 



DOGES. 

A.I>. 

1173. XL. Sbbastiano Ziami. 

1178. xu. Orio Malipibri — abdicates. 



The frequent convulsions which it has hitherto 
been our task to record in the Government of 
Venice had not only given birth to numerous 
factions, but, as a still more fatal consequence, had 
materially impaired that reverence for authoiily 
which ^ hedges in the majesty of Prmces' and is 
among their truest and surest defences. So rudely 
and inartificially was the frame-work of the Vene* 
tian Polity constructed, that it seemed not to admit 
any repair without a ruinous disjunction of all its 
parts ; and the sole remedy for the unsoundness 
of a single member was found in an operation 
which endangered the whole fabric. The chief 
fiiult arose from the unmeasured excess of power 
with which the Doge had originally been invested. 
Wholly irresponsible and unchecked, it is little « 
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matter of surprise that this magistrate frequently 
abused his colossal strength; and, whenever he 
did so, revolt and violence were the only resources 
open to the oppressed, who had not yet been 
gifted with more gentle and more legal weapons 
fifom which they might derive protection* 

One authority only, besides that of the Doge, ap- 
pears to have been recognised at this early period ; 
« tribunal of whose origin and positive duties 
little can now be told, but which, from the number 
of its members, bore the name of the Forty (/ 
Quarardd). Whatever might be its usual func- 
tions (which probably seldom exceeded those of 
judicial administration), being the only permanent 
body known to the State, it possessed for the 
moment, at a season of anarchy like that which 
succeeded the assassination of Michieli, a most 
important and paramount influence; and this 
influence was exercised, during the short duration 
of power now afforded it, in producing an entire 
change in the elements and constitution of Go- 
vernment The XL. may be considered as 
representatives of the chief families in Venice ; 
and, as such, no less averse from a popular than 
from a despotic sway, equally, hostile to the rule 
of the Many and of One. It was to strike at the 
root of both these forms, and to raise in their stead 
the domination of its own caste^ that the efforts of 
this body were now successfully directed. 

Hitherto the choice of a Doge had been vested, 
either ostensibly or virtually, in the suffirages of 
the whole assembled People. In many instances 
it is plain that the Prince was elected by accla- 
mation ; and even if superior wortli or wealth, or 
secret influence of any other kind, at any time 
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enabled a caadidate to dispense whk the ttnet 
farm of sc^itmg votes at a General Assembly, il 
was not till be bad been presented before tlia 
citizens, had solemnly sworn to govern tbem dis^ 
erectly and jnstly, and had been carried in the 
seat of honour (il pozzo) round the Piazza di 
San MarcQ^ to receive their gratulati<»i6 of as- 
sent which siiqpplied the direct tendering of vote% 
that he was conveyed to the Palace and cir* 
ded with the Ducal Como, or Berretta*^ at the 
head of the Giants' Stairs. This licentioua ani 
irregukr process which, while it bore some out* 
ward semhlanGe of liberty, was in truth adapted to 
assist the views of factious and ambitious hidhn«> 
duals, was now abolished for one by no means 
better calculated to establish genuine freedook 
A law was passed transferring the right of electioB 
into the hands of a select few. Eleven citizens 
were named by whom this choice was to be 
determined; and, in the first instance, they fulfilled 
their duties noUy and distinguished themsdves by 
a signal instance of high-minded abstinence and 
inte^ty. To render any election comjdete, a 
majority of nine voices out of the eleven waa 
xeqiuired ; and these were found united in favoaz 
of one of their own body, Orio Malipieri. Far^ 
however, from oov^ng the proffered sceptre, he 

• The Ducftl Boamet it pvobaUf of EaBtavn crigin. ne ^a|| 
with which it terminated nras a diamond of great price, in the centre 
was an inestimable ruby, and it was bordered with a rich edging of 
ytaris and other jewels. Ererjr thing connected with Venetian 
irt<ii»*t^ was emhlematlcal of some myaterft tku the C»mo WM 
not placed eo the head of the newly cteeted Doge tiU be had airwidud 
the last step of the Giants* Stairs ; in order to show that he could 
not arrive at the highest dignity without having passed step by step 
IhtMgh all the lower charge* of the State. 
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modestly pleaded his own incapacity to admimstef 
it, and urged ins bzetluren to look again for some 
one of nM>re yigorous faculties and of wealthier 
fnrtimes. 

Sebastixno ZiAin, die citizen whom he named 
as uniting bc^ these qoalificstions, was ap- 
proif ed and presented as their future Sove^ ^^' 
nign to the People, bjwhom this iuTasion 
of th^ former priyileges was neither resented 
nor (^f^sed. Perhaps tim tranquittitj aross 
firom the jealous piecautioiis which had been di« 
reeled no less against the preponderance of the 
diief magistrate than of the populace ; for tiis 
prero^aliTe of the new Doge had been most ma-* 
tenalfy curtailed before he was advanced to his 
^ntty. To escape the necessity of any frequent 
convention of the General Assemblies, always 
tBmaltQOQS and ineiiicient for the discharge of 
public business, a Great CounciL of four hundred 
mod eigi^y members was proposed as a substitute 
for these larger meetings, lidiieh, though not 
komediately suj^ressed, were ^us stripped of aU 
essential power and gradually fell into demetnde 
TidA Coimcil, formed indiscriminately from the 
mass of citizens, was to be renewed annuaUy^ 
8Bd its appointment was to be vested in twelve 
dectors, themsdves diosen annually ; two from 
each of the six districts {Sesiieri) into which the 
Capital had been ^ided ; for it was only on the 
deficiency of suflScient numbers in Venice itself — a 
case not very likely to occur, — ^that the other islands 
w«re invited to assist wiiii a supply of members 
for any department of Government. From tlus 
body, too unwiddy as it was conceived for <h^ 
dmary discusaioDSy it Gomiimttee o£ sisxty^ under 
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the title of a Senate, was appointed to assist the 
Doge, on the same principle as those advisers, the 
Pregadi, whom it had hitherto been customary 
that he should nominate and summon, at his own 
will, on occasions of great moment. A Giunta of 
twenty-five or thirty assistants, whose commission 
ceased at the termination of the matter on which 
they were summoned to deliberate, was sometimes 
added to the Senate, and, in the year 1435, its 
numbers were doubled by the establishment of a 
permanent Giunta of sixty. In the end, by the 
admission of certain Magistrates who, during their 
period of office, were entitled to seats, the Senate 
amounted to three hundred Members. To complete 
the executive, each district of the city now also 
appointed one member of a more private Council 
wluch, together with the Doge, formed what was 
termed the Signory. Among these six magistrates, 
the supreme authority became virtually divided; 
for without their advice and concurrence the orders 
of the Doge were to be wholly null and dis- 
regarded. The Collegio, in which these powers 
were ultimately lodged in after-times when the 
Constitution became matured, consisted of twentjj- 
six members ; the Doge, his six Councillors, 
the three Capi di Quaranta, and sixteen Savii^ 
of different classes chosen by the Senate. Of 
these three great divisions of Government, the 
Grand Council may be considered as possessing 
the Sovereignty, the Senate as forming the de£ 
berative body, and the Collegio as administering 
the executive department. These various innova- 
tions were introduced before the election of Ziani; 
and as they seemed to demand a more formal 
sanction than they could receive from the XL.9 
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to whom they owed their birth, the first act re- 
quired of him, after his accession, was a solemn 
abandonment of the former unlimited prerogative 
and a recognition of the new laws. The great 
change by which Venice had formerly passed, at 
one step, from democratic equality to despotism 
was not effected more rapidly or more tranquilly 
than her present transition from despotism to 
oligarchy. Each succeeding year, as we shall 
perceive, diminished the small remnant of power 
which the Doge was permitted to retain; and, 
henceforward, he must be considered as little else 
than the first puppet of the State, whom the 
leading families were content should be tricked 
out with a title and a crown, for purposes not of 
government but of pageantry. 

Ziani succeeded to a troubled throne. In 
the East the terror which Venice once inspired 
had died away in consequence of her recent 
great naval disaster; and Manuel, with that 
ferocity which cowardice, for the most part, ex- 
hibits when relieved from alarm, had wreaked his 
vengeance upon the State before which he had 
kitherto trembled, by acts of personal cruelty in- 
flicted upon such of her subjects as their unhappy 
chance placed within his grasp. To one of these 
outrages (if it be true, the most atrocious he could 
commit) we shall have occasion to revert here- 
after. All of them were regarded silently by the 
Venetians ; among whom the growing spirit of 
commerce was fast extinguishing the purer love of 
national glory. Peace was necessary for the con- 
tinuance of their Oriental traffic ; and, for this 
gainful but ignoble boon, they did not hesitate to 
offer the most ignominious sacrifices. Neverthe- 
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kss l^ir solicitations were received with coldness;; 
and perhaps would have been wholly rejected, had 
it not been for the respect extorted by tibeir aUies ; 
and it was only in order to avert any hostOitj 
which the Kmg of Skily might be encouraged to 
tbreaten at the suggestion of the Venetian mcr* 
(^•Bts, that Manuel agreed to pay them a cons' 
pensation f<»^the property iriudi he had conftscated. 
The state <^ Italy was no less a subject ol 
anxiety than that of the East. On tiie 
f^'^ death W Pope Adrian IV., in 1159, te 
Christian wodd, as we have already Mnted, 
had been scandalized by a scUbm in the Pon^ 
tificate; and a double election caDed two sao- 
eesaors to in£dlibility and the chair of St. Peten 
Victor IV., though nominated by the snffirages 
of only two Cardinals in addition to his own 
vote, found a more powerful suraport in te 
anns of the Emperor Frederic Bamirossa than 
he could have denved from ihe unanimous voices 
of the whole Sacred College: and his compe* 
titor, Alexander III., liie more legitimate Vicar 
of Christ, after having been exposed to personal 
outrage during his attempted investiture and sob> 
jected to a short imprisonment, was indebted for 
his liberation to a tumult of the Roman pc^fiidace 
by whom he was b^iended. Chased from Rome^ 
Alexander passed the greater part of his future life 
in suffering and exile ; yet the persecution of tiie 
Empercnr, constant dependence upon the precarioas 
bounty of foreign Princes for safety and frequently 
for subsistence, renewed disappointments, per<* 
petual d^eats, the threatening aspect of his 
enemies, the hnbecility, if not the infidelity of Ids 
fineodi— none of these evib had shaken his im» 
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dxaxpromthig fixmness c^purpoae: sadthessme 
fearle8& enjeigj whidb enablcxl him, wliile aur* 
immded faj ali these difficiiltieay to contend with, 
to triuxQpk over and to disgrace our Engtisk 
Henry, was in the end to place ihe Emptor Bax<- 
baorosaa equally under his spiritnal dominion. Not 
long after the connxiHicenient of the feud between 
tiie Pc^ and the Emperor, the chief ckies of 
Xiomhardy, oppressed by the yoke of Barbaroasa, 
fiiimed a League agamst him ; and the power of 
tkss alliance was greatly increased by the 
fiuknre ei an attempt on Rom^ vduch he ^^ 
had undertaken in order to secure a new 
election to the Pontificate. It was towards 
Ae end of July that he had connnenced thia 
siege, and the pestilential v^x>urs of the Caza* 
pagna, exhaled during the greatest heats ef 
summer, in the autumn began to spread frightlul 
zxrages among his troops. The disease eoin-^ 
monly reanlting from malaria, so deatructiTe to 
the natives themselves, raged with far great^ 
fbry amid strangers unaccustomed to the climate; 
and imagination was busy in representing this 
contagion as a special judgment from HeaTcn, 
IB reprisal fox that sacrilegious daring which 
had violated the chosen seat of Religion. The 
rode soldier who, during the heat of battle, 
shrank not from any deed, however ferocious^ 
now, when enfeebled by sicknes8<» looked back 
with Buperstitioos terror upon the impiety whick 
had fired the Church of Sta. Maria ; and consi* 
dered the slow poison of the marshes, under whick 
his strength was wasting away, as a divine vi- 
otelioii for the overthrow of the images of the 
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Redeemer and of St Peter which he had levelled 
in the sacred precincts of the Vatican. The Ec- 
clesiastics were far from backward in encouraging 
a delusion so friendly to their authority ; and 
these physical and mental causes, when in com- 
bination with each other, produced a result more 
to be dreaded than all the open hazards of war. 
Frederic beheld his army perishing insensibly, 
untouched by the sword. The most illustrious of 
his companions in arms had fallen by an unseen 
stroke. Almost all the chief officers of his Court, 
Princes and names allied to Princes, the leaders of 
both the great factions, the Guelphs and Ghi«' 
belins, by which his native dommions were 
agitated, and whom, with consummate prudence 
and dexterity, he had united under himself in his 
present enterprise, had become victims to the pes- 
tilence ; and more than two thousand cavaliers of 
noble blood, together with a proportionate number 
of their followers, swelled the amount to a fearful 
total. No hope was left but an instant abandon*' 
ment of these plains of death. Taking hostages, 
therefore, from the Romans, and gathering the few 
troops which survived, he hastened through Tus- 
cany, and retreated on Pavia. There, in spite of 
the superior number of the hostile Lombards, by 
whom he was surrounded, he maintained himself, 
during winter, without exposure to the unequal 
risk of a battle ; and, in the following Spring, 
perceivmg that his strength must be regained not 
in Italy but in Germany, he withdrew in secret 
and in disguise, with a handful of attendants. 

The League of the free cities had gained much 
additional strength by Frederic's discomfiture ; and 
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it required a preparation of five years before he 
could venture to renew hostilities against them. 
During that period, it might be supposed that the 
alliance of Milan, Brescia, Mantua, Bologna, Pa- 
dua, Treviso, and Verona, if it were only from theif 
vicinity, must have presented strong attractions to 
Venice, hitherto a neutral spectator of the contest; 
and it is not without surprise that we find the Re- 
public entering upon the war, for the first time, 
under the banners of the Emperor. Ancona was 
not a party to the Lombard League; but the 
protection which she received from Manuel Com- 
nenus gave umbrage to Frederic, and her com- 
mercial prosperity, connected with this alliance, 
excited the jealousy of the Venetians: so that 
when Christian, Archbishop elect of Mayenee, and 
Arch-chancellor of the Empire, to whom Frederic 
had delegated the conduct of his affairs in Italy, 
determined to attack that city by land, the Ve- 
netians promised their assistance in the blockade 
of the port The Chronicler Buoncompagno who 
has detailed the occurrences of this siege*, can 
scarcely find language sufiiciently opprobrious 
in which to express his abhorrence of Christian. 
He speaks of him as a kite gorged by rapine, and 
as a crow everywhere snufiing the fumes of car- 
rion and glutting hunself on destruction. 

The bold promontory which shelters Ancona on 
the North is inaccessible from the sea ; and the 
city itself, reclining on the side of a hill which 
forms a semicircular bay, offers even from the 
land but one approach to its beautiful and tranquil 
4Unphitheatre. The entrance to the port is guaxded 
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by a Bopeib noie ; a \vQik oi Roman magnifi* 
cenoe, formed of huge stones boiiDd tosether by 
kon and rising to a cxnotsideiable height above 
Ae levd of tl^^ lea : a marble aich of trimnph 
which styi forms its entranoe records the memory 
of its foundeT Trajan. Yet the defence albrded 
by €tm mole to the harbour was by no means 
complete either against Man or the eianents. One 
wind, the Foeareae, seldom arose without ooca* 
sioning much damage to such yessds as trusted 
to their anchorage ; and the fbitifications were so 
inefficiently constructed, that tlie Venetian gaUejrs 
were able, without risk or <^9po8ition, to moor 
themselves in &e face of the very <)uays. Mean- 
time the German army ravaged the neighbouring 
territory, and succeeded in not only destroying all 
means of sustenance but in gradually ciroum* 
scribing the garrison, which at first attempted 
more active warfare in the field, within the narrow 
compass of its walls. The city was ill prepared 
lor a siege which had not been foreseen ; and, in 
addition to the evils likely to arise from want of 
precaution, the ordinary supplies had proved de-> 
ficient from a bad preceding harvest UnaUe to 
elude the strict blockade of the Venetians, the 
^garrison Mt the pressure ci £unine soon after 
their investment; but they nudntained thenmelves 
with equal constancy against tins fearful want and 
the often-renewed asswilts of their enemies. No 
military (^erations appear more finrouraUe to 
deeds of individual bravery than diose of a siege ; 
and Buonoompagno has noted several incidents of 
exalted heroism. On one occasion, vdiile an 
attack from the Qermans ooci^ed the attention 
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•f the whole ;garri80B, the Venetians also eferlad 
alanding on the opposite (]parteT, aad were advmo* 
ing towards the city, when, by a vigorous charge, 
sot of regular troops but of such mhabitants as 
lived nearest the shore, they were icpuAaed and 
driven in confusion upon their military engines. 
Rallying under these, they were protected by a sleet 
^ stones and arrows which appeared to forbid the 
eager hope of their pursuers, who at first threat- 
ened to fire the beleaguering works. But the 
check was not of long continuance. Reckless of 
all danger and as if bearing a charmed life, a 
woman, widowed, perhaps, during the siege (hex 
name deserves remembrance, it was Stamura), 
lushed forward with a lighted torch. Her peril 
was scarcely less from the weapons of her own 
Countrymen than from those of her enemies ; yet, 
amid both, unconcerned and uninjured, she set fire 
to a 10%, wooden tower, nor quitted its base till 
the flames had gained such a height as made its 
destruction certain. The conflagration spread ra- 
pidly along the lines, and the whole train of 
engines, the formidable but unwieldy artillery of 
thoise Ages, was consumed to ashes. 

Nor was this the sole loss of the Venetians. 
Among their sliips employed in the blockade was 
one distinguished for its enormous bulk and 
known on that account by the appropriate name 
fd The World (11 Mondo). Upon the deck of 
this gigantic vessel, towers of vast dimensions had 
i^een constructed, and it was regarded as the keep 
and stronghold of the naval position. A Priest of 
Ancona, £>rbidden by his vows from mingling in 
the ranks, yet thirsting for some occasion by 
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which he also might evince his affection to his 
Country, resolved to attempt the destruction of this 
galley. Being an expert swimmer, he gained the 
prow, bearing an axe between his teeth, before he 
was perceived, and succeeded in cutting through 
the cables which moored the ship to her anchorage. 
Then, rapidly diving under water, and rising only 
at intervals as he needed breath, he regained the 
shore, unharmed by the missiles which pursued 
him, amid the shouts and admiration of his exult-* 
ing friends. The huge ship drifted among its 
lesser mates, endangering them by its own peril. 
It was saved after the loss of all its engines and 
much of its stores and lading ; but, during the 
alarm and confusion, seven other galleys were 
stranded and perished. Meantime, a repulse of the 
Germans from the walls afforded a welcome supply 
of food to the besieged ; the flesh, and even the 
entrails, of several horses which had been killed 
being seized and devoured with avidity by the 
starving garrison. 

As the famine pressed more sorely, the Anconi-* 
tans despatched one of their citizens, a man of 
assured discretion, to offer Christian the payment 
of a large sum of money on condition that he 
would abandon the siege. The negotiation was 
conducted in the Oriental style of apologue. The 
Arch-chancellor, on receiving the proposition, asked 
in reply, whether that person would not deservedly 
be reputed a fool, who, having secured the whole 
of a prize, consented to receive but a part of it ? 
' listen,' he said, ' to this tale. A certain hunter, 
with numerous dogs, beat about a forest which 
was the haunt of a Uoness, the terror of her neigh<« 
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bourhood. After he had pursued her for some 
time, not without the loss of many of his hounds 
and much injury to his hunting tackle, he held her 
at hay, in a cave from which there was no possi- 
bility of escape, and wherein she must needs perish 
by famine. The lioness, reduced to extremity, 
offered terms, and proposed to surrender one of 
her paws, if she might be permitted to go free. 
Tell me now, would the hunter do wisely if he 
were to let the lioness loose for the sake of her 
paw ?' — ' In my opinion,* replied the envoy, ' the 
nunter should not accept the paw singly ; but if 
the lioness would deliver the tips of her ears a& 
well as her paw, then he should consent to treat ;. 
for in that case he would shortly have her whole^ 
body at command. But, in return, let me call ta 
your recollection the greediness of the fowler^ 
who, having spread his net and scattered his grain 
for pigeons, observed no less than seven of them 
flock to the bait. Looking round him, however, 
he forbore from pulling the strings at the moment, 
in the idle hope of bringing together the numerous 
birds which lie saw on the neighbouring trees* 
But while he was awaiting this large booty, some 
hawks appeared in sight, and the pigeons, satis- 
fied with their meal, flew away unharmed. Would 
not the fowler, think you, have done better, if he 
had been content with the seven pigeons in hand, 
rather than lose all by speculating upon the mul- 
titude in the bush V The Arch-chancellor waa 
steeled against this parabolical logic, which, in-^ 
stead of convincing, only tended to irritate him, 
and he dismissed the ambassador with angry de-^ 
nunciations of vengeance. 

VOL. I, p 
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Ancona indeed had litl^e prospect of «ec8|aiig 
from his grasp. The misery to which she was 
leduced may be estimated from the returns made 
by Commissioners instructed to search for food, ia 
order that it might be applied to the public service* 
Their utmost exertions, after carefully exploring 
the most secret hiding places in which the avarice 
of want might be supposed to treasure up its hoards, 

Produced no more than five pecks of various grain, 
''et the city at that moment contained no less than 
twelve tjiousand souls within its drcuit. Food, the 
most disgusting at other times, had been greedily 
coveted, and was exhausted. Even the skins of 
animals whose ygyj flesh is commonly rejected as 
unclean, the wild-herbs which grew on die ram- 
parts, the sea^weed which was reputed poison- 
ous, — all these had been tried, and all had now 
fa^ed. Whatever may be the constancy of his 
endurance, there is still a limit to the physical 
powers of Man ; and it cannot be a matter of won- 
der, if nature sometimes gave way. under this accu- 
mulated and hourly-increasing wretchedness. A 
sentinel, worn with hunger, fatigue, and watching, 
had sunk upon the ground at his post, when a 3Foung 
and lovely woman, of the noblest class in the «aty, 
bearing an infant at her breast, observed and re- 
buked his neglect. He repHed that he was perish- 
ing from famine, and already felt the approach of 
death. ' Fifteen days,' answered the move than 
Roman matron^ ' have passed, during which my 
Hfe has been barely supported by loathsome sus- 
tenance, and a mother's stores a,Te beginning to be 
dried up from my babe : place your lips, however, 
upon this bosom, and, if aught yet remains there, 
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imk it, and recover strength for the defence of 
our Country V The soldier, shamed and animated 
by her words, and recogninng and respectbg the 
£gnity of her birth, no longer required the prof- 
fered nutriment. He sprang from the ground, 
sozed his aims, and, rushing into the enemies' 
lines, proved his vigour by slaving no less than 
four combatants with his single hand. 

One other, and a yet more touching instance of 
the 8^-devotion of female affection may be pro- 
duced m striking contrast with the unnatural deed 
recorded of the frenzied mother of Jerusalem, 
under circumstances of similar destitution and 
horror. A woman of Ancona, heart-broken by 
the exhaustion of her two sons and hopeless of 
odier relief, opened a vein in her left arm ; and 
having prepared and disguised the blood which 
flowed from it with ^ces and condiments (for 
tiiese luxuries still abounded, as if to mock the 
CKavings of that hunger which had slight need of 
any fiurther stimulant than its own sad necessity), 
presented them with the beverage : thus prolong- 
ing the existence of her children, like the bird of 
whidi similar tenderness is fabled, even at the 
price of ihat tide of life by which her own was 
supported. 

The only slender hope now remaining to the 
besieged was founded upon the possibility of com- 
municating with the Guelphs of Ferrara and Ro- 
magna ; and at length, notwithstanding the vigi- 
lance of the blockade, three chosen messengers 
passed undetected through the Venetian fleet, and 
received prompt assurances of such relief as they 
oocdd furnish, from the Countess of Bertinoro 

f2 
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and from Marcheselli, upon whose pity they had 
thrown themselves. StiU the wretched citizens^ 
in addition to their former miseries, were doomed 
for many days to the bitterness of suspense ; and 
Christian, having obtained intelligence of their 
application, endeavoured to extinguish . this last 
spark of hope, by forging letters from. Marcheselli, 
which stated the impossibility of raising adequate 
supplies, and recommended them to surrender 
even at discretion. Either the fraud was detected, 
or the firmness of the besieged prevailed over their 
despair ; and meantime their faithful ally, at the head 
of such troops as he could assemble at the mo- 
ment, hastened through the territory of Ravenna, 
eluding the forces which might have intercepted 
his march. On the fourth . night, he gained the 
summit of Falcognesa, whence Ancona may be 
descried, almost at its foot. There, ordering 
every soldier to bind to the head of his lance as 
many lighted torches as he could dispose around 
it, and extending their ranks as widely as his 
numbers permitted, he deployed slowly from the 
mountain. The stratagem succeeded. Christian 
was dismayed at the long and glittering lines of 
light which approached him ; and supposing that 
lie was attacked by a much superior force to his 
own, abandoned his works in precipitate retreat, 
and hurried to Spoleto. The Venetians unable, 
or unwilling, to mamtain the blockade without his 
support, withdrew at the same time firom the 
harbour ; and Ancona, by a deliverance for wliich 
she had little dared to hope, was freed from both 
her enemies. 

In the contest between Frederic and the Lom^ 
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Hbards, during the next three years, the Venetians 
do not appear to have been sharers. The part 
which they had ahready taken in the siege of 
Ancona must be attributed far more to a petty 
mercantile jealousy, than to any cordial espousal 
of the interests of the Emperor ; and as soon as 
he felt strong enough to re-enter Italy in warlike 
guise, they again adopted their wise and ancient 
policy, of discouraging, so far as in them lay, the 
establishment of so dangerous a Power in their 
own neighbourhood. For this purpose they be* 
came united to the Lombard League, though with* 
out active co-operation ; for it was not till they 
had boldly asserted the cause of Alexander IH;, 
that they became involved in positive hostilities 
with Barbardssa. 

Neither the chronology nor indeed the very 
events of the period which we are approaching 
are without perplexity : but of the flight of Alex- 
ander to Venice, and of the occurrences to which it 
led, we shall speak as the Venetians themselves 
speak ; for although these incidents have sometimes 
been disputed, they appear to rest upon little less 
sound authority than that adduced for most other 
facts of a date equally remote. By denying them^ 
we should tear a bright page of glory from the His^ 
tory of Venice, and contradict a testimony to which 
the most willing, if not the most implicit, credence 
is usually yielded, — ^the testimony afforded by nu- 
merous works of Art. The walls of that which once 
was the Palatial residence of the Doge still bear 
witness to the triumph of Ziani, the humiliation of 
Frederic, and the proud revenge of Alexander ; 
and the most illustrious pencils of the great Ve- 
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netiaii School of Painting- have conspired to give 
inrniortality to deeds which ym asre iductant to 
consider otherwise than true *. 

Accovding to these representations, we find that, 

during the Emperor's ahode at Pavia, Aiex- 
^•^« ander attempted to negociate. The boldness 

with which his Legates advocated ihenr 
master's cause was worthy of his own unbrolceii 
sphrit ; and Frederic, eidier touched by their fear- 
less dignity, or, more probably, awed by the undis- 
guised approbation with which they were received hy 
-his assembled Court, (fismissed them, if not with en- 
couragement, at least with respect. The brealdBg 
up of the Congress proved the insiiMserxty of thcae 
.^monstrations ; and Alexander, pursued by the 
uttermost extremity of Frederic's hatet interdicted 
from fire and water, and forbidden reception by 
amy one on pahi of death, resolved to abandon 
the Continent ; and it was to Venice alone, safe 
from her peculiar locality, that he could look 

for an asylum within the range of Italy. 
•^* ^* Embarking, in disguise, at Benevento, he 

ws» driven, by contrary winds, to the coast 
of Dalmatia ; and, after a short stay at Zara, he 
crossed over to the Lagune. There, uncertam of his 
reception, it is said that he passed the first night in 

. * Nam«roii8 aathoritles respecting the visit of Alexander III. 
to Venice and the victory over Otho have been collected by Giro- 
lamo Bardl, a Florentine painter, wbo towards the close of the 
3CVIth centary was employed to replace the pietarea representing 
tkess evcBU, w]kich had been destroyed by Are. See Viiimim 
Navale deUa Rep. Ven. contra Oikone, &c. 1683» and also Historim 
delta venuta a Venetia oamltamenti nel 1177, di Papa Atessandro 
III.; e delta Vittoria ottenuta daSebaedano Ziard Doee,9ic, eomprO' 
bata da D. Fortunato Olmo, Caainoaa. 
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theporehof aCanveat*;. aad ^amgtlie three &]r 
kfwmig daya, more efteclually to coueeal kia person, 
be subiKutted to a menial acenpaliQa in the kitchen 
of theMonai^ery,. till he was recognised and made 
known to the Doge. Ziani received.him with tiie 
▼eneration dae to Im holy office; soothed his 
ntkfortunes hy unbounded masks of respect; and 
encouraged his hopes by despatching an inuae^ 
diate embassy to Frededc, requinng an acknow* 
ledgement of his pretensions. The haughty reply 
of the Emperor is presenred to us l^ Sabeltieo. 
^ Betum/ he said, ^ and acquaint your Prince and 
Senate, that Frederic, theRoman Emperor, demands 
from them a fugitive and a foe. Unless they 
forthwith deliTer him to m& in chains and as a 
captive, I denounce war against them. No Treaty^ 
no law of nations shall avail in their defence, if they 
xe£bse, and nekher God nor Man shall avert my 
revenge. I will press them both by sea and land ; 
and, little as they may. expect such punishment^ I 
will not stop till I have planted my victorious 
eagles on the gates of St. Mark's ! * On the receipt 
of this aaswer,^ no choice remained but an un- 
generous abandonment of the Pontiff, through fear, 
or a preparation for immediate hostiUties. The 
decision was made unhesitatingly ; and although 
the Republic could oppose not more than half tlieir 
number to the sixty-five galleys which Pisa, Genoa, 
and Ancona had placed under the command of 
Otho, the Emperors son, yet Ziani boldly set sail 
to encounter them. He confided, perhaps, in the 

* Tbls belief is strengthened by an inscription at the door of the 
monastery of Saa Salyatere, in the Merceria, not far ftom the 
Kialto. A&BZAvvRa III. Pomt. Max. pbbsoctanti. 
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virtue of the Pontifical blessing ; and, assuredly, 
not less in the keen edge of that good sword with 
which the hands of the Holy Father had con- 
descended to gird him, at the moment of his 
embarkation* 

The fleets met off the Istrian coast between 
Pirano and Parenzo ; and the Venetians, having 
gained the wind, disregarded the superior numbers 
of their opponents. After a vigorous contest of 
more than six hours' duration, two galleys de- 
stroyed, forty-eight captured, and a still more 
important prize, Otho, the Emperor's son, were 
the fruits of their victory. On the return of the 
conquerors to Lido, Alexander, in person, hastened 
to receive his benefactor and to acknowledge his 
debt of obligation ; and a solemn ceremony, which 
continued to be celebrated so long as the Republic 
existed, dates its origin from his gratitude. As soon 
as Ziani touched the land, the Holy Father present- 
ed him with a ring of gold. * Take,' he said, ^ this 
ring, and with it take, on my authority, the Sea 
as your subject Every year, on the return of this . 
happy day, you and your successors shall make . 
known to all posterity that the right of conquest 
has subjugated the Adriatic to Venice, as a spouse 
to her husband ! ' Of all the privileges with which 
the Venetians were ever gifted, this Papal grant 
appears to have been cherished by them with the 
most tenacious pride. The Adriatic is now 
widowed of her lord ; but during the long course 
of more than six hundred years, every fresh return 
of the Feast of Ascension witnessed the renewal 
of her figurative nuptials. The Doge and his 
Clarissimif having heard Mass in the Church of 
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San Nicolo, embarked on board the gorgeous 
Bucentaur*; a State galley blazing with gold, 
enriched with costly ornaments, and preserving 
such fanciful identity with the original fabric, as 
.could be obtsdned by perpetual repair without to- 
tal reconstruction t- Gliding through the canals, 
amid festive shouts and triumphal music, this 
superb pageant arrived at the shore of Lido, near 
the mouth of the harbour : and there, the princely 
bridegroom, dropping a golden ring into the bosom 
of his betrothed, espoused her with this brief but 
significant greeting, ' We wed thee with this ring, 
in token of our true and perpetual sovereignty ! ' ' 
Once, and once only, a tuture Pope expressed 
a doubt as to the origin of this ceremony ; and he 
received a confirmation, which, if it did not satisfy, 
must at least have silenced him. When Julius II. 
inquired of the Venetian ambassador Donati 
where this grant of Alexander was to be found, 
he was instructed to look for it on the back of the 
Donation of Constantine. The Venetians them- 
selves, however, were not always content with ft 
date which they thought comparatively recent 
Marco Foscarini$ has claimed a much earlier 
birth for the espousal of the Adriatic; and he 

* Some very absurd etymologies of this name are noticed by 
Dam ; sQcIi as the augmentAtWe particle Bu and Centaurtu the 
name of an ancient ship j or Bit Taurus the name (on what autho- 
rity we know not) of the ship of ^neas j or a corruption of Dueenr 
torum. 8c. remorum. Casaubon, before Daru, has pointed to an 
offering made by the Syracusansto the sea, of an earthen vase filled 
with honey, flowers, and frankincense, which the learned commen- 
tator says reminds him of the Venetian custom. {.In Athenseum, 
xi. 2.) 

t Howeirs Letters, book T. § 1. letter 31. 

t Delia Letteratura Fenexiana, lib. U. p. 216. 
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finds traces of it in Danclolo's Chronicle, under the 
Doffeship of Pietro Ursedo II. towards the dose 
of me X* century. 

But a far heavier calamity than the rout of Ms 
fleet had now humbled the arrogance of fYedenc, 
and so totally had he been defeated by the Milanese 
at LegnanOy that many days elapsed after the 
battle be&re it was ascertained that he still lived. 
Humbled on all sides, he no Imiger refused to 
treat ; and it was resolved that confidences shocdd 
be <^ned at Venice, for the adjustment of the 
.elaims of the Lombard cities, and the settlement 
of the Pontificate. The result was a truce for six 
years with the former, and the acknowledgment 
of Alexander as Pope. To add solemnity to thk 
Treaty, Frederic expressed a wish that he mig^t 
jatify it in person ; but, while he remained 
niider exconmnmication, it was a mortal sin m 
any one to hdd communion with him. The Pope 
freed the Venetians from these spiritual diffi-* 
amities, by removing the anathema ; and on the 
24th of June, the Emperor landed on the Piazzetia 
of St. Mark. The Doge, attended by his train of 
State, his CouncOs, the Senate, and all the other 
members of his Court and Government, received 
him on his disembarkation, and escorted liim 
to the gates of the Cathedral. There, surrounded 
by the imposing splendour of ecclesiastical 
pomp, clothed in his Pontifical vestments, the 
triple crown glittering on his brow, himself alone 
seated, amid a brilliant throng of Cardinals, 
Prdates, and Ambassadors, who stood around, 
Alexander, severely tranquil, awaited the approach 
of his no longer formidable enemy. The Emperor^ 
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as Ite drew near, uncovered hb head, cast aside 
his purple mantle, and, pcostrating himself before 
the Holy Father's throne, crept onward that he 
might kiss his feet The wrongs of twenty years 
flashed across the remembrance of the Pope. He 
had been hunted like a partridge on the mountains ; 
unthroned, dishonoured, exiled, proacnbed, a 
price set up<m his very life ; and the persecutor, 
from whose impious vi^ence he consioered him- 
self to have been shielded by that especial Pro* 
videnoe which watched over his sacred ofike, was 
now humbled beneath him in tiie dust. He mav 
he forgiven, if, in a moment so tr3ring to sd^ 
restraint, he was unable to siq>pres8 his strong 
feeling of exultation*. Planting his £6ot on the 
neck of the prostrate Emperor, he repeated the 
words of David, ^ Thou snalt go upon the lion 
and the adder ; the young lion and the dragon 
shah thou tread under thy feet!'* — ^ It is not to 
Sfote, it is to St Peter l' murmured the indignant 
Prince; and the reply cost him a yet further 
humiliation. Alexander trod a second time, 
more firmly, upon his nedc, exclaiming, ' It is 
both to me^ and to St. Peter !' A square stone of 
red marble, in the vestibule of St Mark's, still 
denotes the spot on which this singular and 
memorable reconciliaticm took place t* On quit* 
ting the Cathedral, the £mperc» conducted 
Alexander to his horse, assisted him to mount, 
and held his stirrup. He would even have waited 
on his bridle, and have performed the lowly 

• Psalm xtti. la. 

jf in that Temple-porch 

The brass is gone, the porphyry remains. 

Rosen. Jtaiy, * 8t, Mar^t Place.* 
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duties of an Esquire, but the good taste or the 
satiety of the Holy Father forbade these further 
marks of subjection. 

It would have been an easy task to follow the 
customary track in relating the above narrative ; 
to have declaimed against the haughty bearing, 
as it is termed, of the Pontiff; and to have placed, 
in strong contrast with his pride, the meekness 
and humility of that Heavenly Master whom he 
professed to represent on Earth. But are such 
pictures just ? The pride, if we are so pleased to 
term it, of Alexander, was not a low and petty 
feeling, which regarded his own individual aggran- 
dizement, but it sprang from a contemplation of 
the holy guardianship with which he had been 
inTested. He believed ^fervently, sincerely be- 
lieved) that he was the Vicar of his Saviour ; and 
that, by the injuries which he had endured in his 
own person, that Saviour had been injured also; 
It is not the reasonableness nor the truth of this 
belief that is now advocated ; but if the motive 
once be granted (and there seems no other which 
could have supported Alexander unbroken and 
undismayed through the long struggle of his 
persecution), the acts which flowed from that 
motive will be divested of much of the invidious-* 
ness which has sometimes been imputed to them. 
His first address to Frederic was couched in the 
words of Scripture, and spoken as by one endued 
with the delegated authority of Christ : nor was it 
till the oppressor attempted to separate the Man 
from the Pontiff that he indignantly repulsed this 
infringement upon his rights, and identified him- 
self with the Apostle. 

One other triumph still remabed for the aged 
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Pope. He saw his competitor for the Tiara re- 
nounce it at his feet, in the halls of the Vatican ; 
and on his joyous return to his Capital for this pur- 
pose, he was accompanied hy Ziani. No Court was 
better versed than that of Rome in the politic art 
of giving value to its ^ cheap rewards;' and distinc- 
tions were lavishly showered upon the Venetian 
Prince, which derived their chief price from their 
very want of substance. In imitation of the 
custom of the Holy See, he was permitted to affix 
a leaden, instead of a waxen, seal to all documents 
which received his sign manual ; and, for this grant, 
an amusing reason has been given — Ut VeneH 
SenatHs gravitatem in Diphmatihus pradicaret 
— that his official instruments might evince the 
weight of the Venetian Senate*, Certain envied 
symbols of sovereign power were also accorded to 
him ; and henceforward, a lighted taper, a sword, 
a canopy (umbrella) >, a chair of State, a foot- 
stool covered with cloth of gold (both of which last 
he was privileged to use even in the Pontifical 
Chapel), silver trumpets, and embroidered banners 
announced the presence of the Doge. To his 
subjects at large, as a mark of general favour, 
a plenary indulgence was granted, on the con- 
dition of hearing Mass and confessing themselves 
in the Church of St. Mark, on the morning of the 
Feast of Ascension. 

The Peace of Constance completed the arrange- 
ments which the Treaty of Venice had be- 
gun ; and its ratification placed the Republic ^^^* 
in a far more eminent rank among Euro- 
pean Powers than she had yet attained. She was 
nailed as the Liberator of Italy, and the Protector of 

* Amelut de la Hoassaye, 586. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



78 tBTt R1£]> COVUUVS. 

^ Hdy Bee. Through her aid Ae Imperial yoke 
had been cast away ; and, by the disoomfiture of 
Frederic, while ghe freed herself from a dangerous 
neighbour, she received the applause and gratitude 
of the Lombard cities for the reoo very of their inde- 
pendence. In her relations with the East, a like 
ascendancy had been won ; not so mudi through 
increase of strength in Venice as through the 
rapidly accelerated decline of the Empire : and, on. 
the death of Ziani, the alliance which, when proffered 
five short years befor^^ was coldly listened to and 
only not rejected, was now in turn solicited with 
ardour and purchased by concession. 

It was in this reign that the two magniiicent 
granite Columns, wMdi still adorn the Piazzetta 
of St. Mark, were erected on their present site. 
They were among the trophies brought by Do- 
minico Miclueli on his victorious return from 
Palestine m 1125; and it is believed that they 
were plundered from some island in the Archi- 
pelago. A third pillar, which accompanied them, 
was sunk while landing. It was long before any 
engineer could be found sufficiently enterprising to 
attempt to rear them, and they were left neglected 
on the quay for more than fifty years. In 1180, 
however, Nicolo Barattiero *, a Lombard, under- 
took the task, and succeeded. Of the process which 
he employed, we are uninformed ; for Sabellico re- 
cords no more than that he took especial pains to 
keep the ropes continually wetted, while they were 
strained by tiie weight of the huge marbles. The 
Government, more in the lavish spirit of Oriental 

* Doglioni fixes the erection of these colnmns In 1172, SabeiUco 
in 1174, the common Venetian Guide>books, a few years later. 
The Abbate OaraccioUi writes the uunc of the engineer Starattoni. 
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bounty, than in accordance with the caAcul{^iug 
sobriety of European patronage, had promised 
to reward the architect by granting whatever boon, 
consistent witii its honour, he might ask. It 
may be doubted whether he quite Eftrictly adhered 
to die requisite condition, when he demanded that 
games of chance, hidierto forbidden throughout 
tike Capital, mi^t be played in the space between 
the Columns ; perhaps with a reservation to him- 
self of any profits accruing from them. His re^ 
quest was granted, and the disgraceful monopoly 
became established ; but afterwards, in order to 
render the spot infamous and to deter the popu- 
lace from frequenting it, it was made the scene of 
capital executions ; and the bocMes of countless 
malefactors were thus gibbeted undw the very 
windows of the Palace of the chief magistrate. 
A winged lion in bronze, the emblem of St Mark, 
was raised on the sununit of one of these Columns ; 
and the other was crowned with a statue of St. Theo- 
dore, a yet earlier Patron of the city, armed with 
a lance and shield, and trampling on a serpent. 
A blimder, made by the statuary in this group, 
has given occasion for a sarcastic comment from 
Amelot de la Houssaye. The Saint is sculptured 
with the shield in his right hand, the lance in his 
ieft ; a dear proof, says the FrencJi writer, of the 
imacqnaintance of die Venetians with the use of 
arms ; and symbolical that their Great Council 
never undertakes a war of its own accord, nor for 
any other object than to obtain a good and secure 
Peace. The Satirist has unintentionaliy given the 
Republic the highest pnuse which could flow from 
bis pen. Happy, indeed, would it have been for 
mankind, if Governments had never been actuated 
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by any other policy! De la Houssaye informs 
us also that the Venetians exchanged the patron- 
age of St Theodore for that of St. Mark, from like 
pacific motives ; because the first was a soldier and 
resembled St. George, the tutelary idol of Genoa. 
It may be doubtful whether the high ofiice of 
Procuratore di San Marco was first created, as 
has sometimes been said, under the reign of Ziani ; 
but the treasure of the Saint had so much increased 
in that Doge's time, and his own additions to it were 
so liberal, that the appointment may be esteemed 
then first to have attained the importance which it 
ever afterwards preserved. In the outset, there was 
but a single Procuratore, afterwards we find three, 
and then permanently nine ; in yet later times the 
dignity became venal, and fifty might be counted 
at once. Even then, however, the two classes of 
Procuraiori by merit and Procuratori by purchase 
were carefully distinguished. Occasionally, the 
honorary title was given to eminent foreigners, who 
had been enrolled in the Golden Book. Although 
this dignity was the second in the Republic, the 
Procuratori, as such, were not entitled to seats in 
the Great Council, and even in the Senate they 
were not allowed to originate any proposition* 
During the session of the Council, two of them 
were stationed in the Clock tower to watch over the 
safety of its members. Their appointment was for 
life, and the chief privilege which it conferred was 
exemption from the burdensome charge of embas- 
sies. They were lodged in a stately Palace in the 
Piazza di San Marco, they were obliged to hold 
three audiences in each week, and they were not 
allowed, without express permission from the 
Great Council, to be absent from the city more 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



AVVOOADORI. 81 

than two days in any one month. Their chief 
duties were to superintend the Cathedral and Treft- 
8ury of St. Mark, to take the legal guardianship 
of orphans, and to act as public executors to any 
Venetian who chose so to appoint them. So great 
was their consideration, at one time, throughout 
Italy, that, from every district, wards were consigned 
to their protection ; and of all the Magistrates of 
Venice they maybe esteemed to have been the most 
independent and untainted by intrigue, because, 
by their exclusion from the Great Council unless 
they held the coveted office of a Savio Grande^ they 
had no inducement to court popularity, by cringing 
to their brother Nobles for support. 

The accession of Owo Malipieri, the citizen 
who had declined the throne on the death 
of Michieli, was marked by certain new ^jVg* 
changes in the form of election. The Great 
Council appointed four Commissioners, each of 
whom named ten electors, and on the choice of 
these forty depended the future Doge. Three 
Magistrates also were instituted, about the same 
time, under the title of Jvvogadori, whose osten- 
sible duties were to represent and to watch 
over the public interest?, in opposition to any 
possible undue claims which might be advanced 
by the ambition of the executive. In the 
Courts of Justice, they acted as checks upon the 
administration of law, and as public accusers; 
in the Councils, they vigilantly superintended the 
course of debate ; and, without the presence of 
at least one of them, no act of any session was 
considered valid. Tlie Police of the Capital was 
intrusted to their care; the disbursements for 
public functionaries passed through their hands ; 

VOL. I. ^r^r^n]t> 
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they were the guardians of all legislative docu- 
ments, and of the Registers by which the legiti- 
macy of the Nobles was avouched through the 
entries of their marriages and births. 

Few events marked the reign of Malipieri ; a 
revolt at Zara produced an unsuccessful expedition, 
and the colony for awhile threw off its dependence 
upon the Republic. Fourteen years of power liad 
not diminished the love which the Doge always felt 
for privacy ; and, profiting b/a moment of peace, 
during which he might relinquish his burdensome 
charge without hazard to his Country, he with- 
drew to a monastery. The great events of the 
succeeding reign demand a separate portion of 
our narrative. 




EflSgiea of Frederic Barbarossa :— 1. From his Seal. 2. From .a 
BasBo Kilievo on the Porta Romano at Milan. 
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CHAPTER III. 

FROM A.D. 1193 TO A.D. 1204. 

Enrico Dandolo*-iytb Crasade-^Oonquest of Constantinople. 



A.i>. DOGE. 

1192 xLii. Enrico Dandolo. 



If the period upon the relation of which we are 
about to enter is among the most splendid which 
the annals of Venice offer to the Historian, it is 
also among the most difficult which it can fall to 
his lot to record : not so much from the variety 
and richness of the materials presented to his hand, 
as from the glowing and gorgeous texture into 
which they already have been woven by the skill of 
a consummate artist. To attempt to rival Gibbon's 
brilliant, yet most exact, narration of the IV*^ 
Crusade, were a presumptuous and a hopeless 
task. In no other portion of his great Work has 
he more advantageously displayed his extraor- 
dinary powers ; and in no other is he, for the 
most part, so free from his peculiar blemisheai, 
and — ^would that it were unnecessary to add — from 
his far more weighty faults *. To transcribe pages 

* Notwithstanding thl8 richly-merited praise, we think Slsmondi^s 
XlVth chapter far more valuable than Gibbon's LX*. The former 
narrates vigorously what the latter is often content only to imply. 

G 2 
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familiar to every reader is superfluous : to imitate 
them would be but to exhibit our own inferiority. 
In treading on the same line, therefore, we shall, 
as much as possible, avoid a servile coincidence 
with Gibbon's steps ; and, while borrowing largely 
from the older authorities upon which, in common 
with ourselves, he must have relied, we shall care- 
fully remember that our concern is principally with 
the Venetians. 

The choice of the Electors fell upon Enrico 

Dandolo ; and, were it not for the glory 
fm' ^^ ^^^ ^^^^y ^t might be supposed that the 

nomination of a Prince enfeebled by the 
burden of eighty-four winters, and almost wholly 
deprived of sight, afforded full evidence either of 
the incompetency or of the interested designs of 
those by whom he was chosen. We have already 
spoken of the outrages committed, some years 
before, by Manuel Comnenus, upon tlie Venetian 
residents at Constantinople. Dandolo was at that 
time Ambassador from the Republic ; and one of 
the statements respecting his defect of sight 
attributes it to the cruelty of the Emperor, who, 
with his own hands, applied hot plates of iron to 
the eye-balls of his victim. Another, and a more 
probable, account* refers this partial blindness to 
a wound received in battle. It is with surprise 
that we find so few memorials of the earlier career 
of one who raised for himself so proud a monu- 
ment of glory in his decline ; yet, save this single 
doubtful occurrence, nothing fUrther is to be 
related of Dandolo till he was called to the 
sovereignty of Venice. In that high office, he 

* ViUehardouin, §.34. 
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first manifested his vigour, by promptly avenging 
an insult which the Pisans had offered to the 
Republic, in the seizure of Pola. He attacked and 
discomfited their fleet, and abstained from further 
retaliations only at the urgent request of the Pope, 
whose views were directed to the rescue of the 
Holy Sepulchre by a vast confederacy of all the 
European Powers. 

Fulk, a Priest of Neuilly, a village not far from 
Paris, had roused afresh the dormant spirit of 
Christendom. The zeal of his preaching and 
the repute of his miracles attracted the attention 
of Innocent III., who at that time filled the chair 
of St Peter, and who saw in him a fit instrument 
for the accomplishment of his favourite object. 
For this purpose, he autliorized the Curate of 
Neuilly to direct himself to the announcement of 
a new Crusade, in which every one who engaged, 
but for the short space of a single year, should be 
absolved from all the sins which he had committed 
and confessed. The project was entertained with 
ardour, especially by the chief Nobles of France 5 
and, among the most distinguished soldiers who 
assumed the Cross, may be named Baldwin, Count 
of Flanders and Hainault, Louis, Count of Blois, 
and Thibaut IV., Count of Champagne. The last- 
named had an hereditary claim to distinction in 
Palestine; for his father had been among the 
bravest champions in the IP Crusade, and his elder 
brother had worn the crown of Jerusalem. 
At an assembly held by adjournment at ^•^* 
Compeigne, plans of advance to the Holy 
Land were discussed ; and the long train of cala- 
mity wherein their predecessors in the like sacred 
course had been involved deterred the Barons from 
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repeating a painful and circuitous march by land. 
It was resolved, th^efore, to proceed at once by 
sea ; and, for means of transjport, it became neces- 
sary to apply to the Venetians, at that time the 
most powerAd of the maritime States. Two Envoys 
were chosen by each of the above-named Counts to 
conduct the negociation ; and these Ambassadors* 
furnished with undoubted credentials and plenary 
authority, crossed the Alps, and hastened with all 

diligence to Venice, where they arrived 
^^' during the first week in L^it. Geoffrey de 

Villehardouin, Marshal of Champagne, who 
was employed on this important service, has left a 
minute account of his diplomacy, and of the 
subsequent expedition. It is by his narrative that 
we shall p^mit ourselves, for the most part, to be 
guided, and, wherever they can be introduced, wo 
shall employ his very words. 

The letters of credence with which the Envoya 
had been intrusted required the Doge and Senate 
of Venice to place as entire confidence in these 
representatives, as in the Barons themselves by 
whom tliey were deputed. Dandolo accordingly 
received them with distinguished honour, and ac- 
knowledging that, with the exception of crowned 
Kings, the Princes who had sent them were the most 
powerful in Christendom, he demanded their object 
They answered by requesting an assembly of the 
Council before which it might be declared ; and, in 
an audience granted four days afterwards, Uiey thus 
expressed themselves* : ' Sr, we are come to thee 
from the most potent Barons of France^ who have 

* In this, and in our following very copious usage of ViUehariIouin» 
we have copied from the pleasing and accurate translation by Mr, 
T. Smith. London: Pickering] and Leicester } Combe, IS29. 
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ptit on the sign of the Cross to avenge the wrongs 
of Jestis Christ, and to recover Jenisalem, if such 
be the will of God ; and^ because they know that 
no nation has the power of you and your People, 
tiiey implore you, in God's name, to look with pity 
upon the Holy Land, and, by supplying them 
with ships and means for their passage thither, to 
join with them in avenging the shame of our 
Redeemer.' * On what conditions,' demanded the 
Doge ? ' ' On any conditions,' replied the Envoys, 
' which you may tliink proper to impose, provided 
they are within our power.' * Certes,' said the 
Doge, ^ the request is no slight one, and the enter- 
prise itself is of vast magnitude : we will return 
you an answer in eight days ; and wonder not that 
we ask so long a time, for a thing of this import- 
ance needs much deliberation.' 

At the expiration of the time appointed, the 
Doge announced the conditions on which he would 
assent to the proposal : prefacing this declaration 
with a statement which proves that it was not yet 
considered safe to neglect the body of the People, 
in the decision of important questions of State. 
Provided he could obtain the concurrence of the 
Great Council and of the Commons of the City, 
he agreed to furnish palanders * for the transport 
of four thousand five hundred horses, and nine 
thousand Esquires ; ships for four thousand five 

* Palander is adopted from the translation of Vignere and has 
been sanctioned hy Gibbon, who says the word is still used in the 
Mediterranean. The original is UuUsier, from huis, a door, and 
implies a flat-bottomed vessel, constrected purposely for the trans* 
pert of horses, from the ports or doors of which, a sort of drawbridge 
could be let down at pleasure, for their ingress and egress. 
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hundred Knights and twenty thousand Serjeants * 
on foot. Nme months' provisions were to be sup- 
plied to this armament, at the rate of four marks 
for every horse, two for every man. The engage- 
ments were to continue in force for one whole 
year, from the day of departure from the Port of 
Venice, into whatever realms the service of God 
and Christendom might lead them ; and the sum 
demanded for this assistance was eighty-five thou- 
sand marks t. As an allurement to the com- 
pletion of the bargain, Dandolo promised to equip, 
in addition, fifty galleys for the love of God, and 
free of expense, but with this important reserva- 
tion that, so long as the alliance continued, aU 
conquests made by sea or land should be divided 
equally between the contracting parties. 

The Ambassadors demanded a single night for 
the consideration . of this truly mercantile offer ; 
and on the morrow they assented to it. The pro- 
position was then submitted to the different bodies 
whose consent was deemed necessary. In the 
end, the General Assembly was convoked ; and, in 
the presence of more than ten thousand Citizens, 
the Mass of the Holy Ghost was celebrated in the 
Cathedral of St. Mark, where God was implored to 
inspire them to do his pleasure in respect of the 
demands of the Ambassadors. When the Mass was 
over, the Doge sent to the Ambassadors, desiring 
that they would humbly move the People to the 

* Serjeant is the original French word. Servientes is explained 
by Ducange (adv) to mean all horsemen who are not Knights. 

t The Treaty is given by Daudolo, x. 3, apud. Muratori, xii. 323. 
Sismondi (il. 383,) estimates the mark » 50 livres .*. 85,000 marks 
- 4,250,000 livres French, i* 170,0 JO/, sterling. 
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conclusion of the Treaty. The Ambassadors ac- 
' cordingly repaired to the Church, and were eagerly 
regarded by those who had not yet beheld them ; 
while Villehardouin spoke by consent for the rest, 
and said, ' Signiors, the most high and pow- 
erful Barons of France have sent us to Venice 
to implore you to look with pity on the Holy 
City which is in bondage to the Infidels, and 
for God's sake to join with them in avenging 
the wrongs of Jesus Christ. They turn to you 
because they know none others so powerful on 
the seas, and they have enjoined us to kneel at 
your feet until you have granted their prayers, 
and have compassion upon the land over the sea.' 
The six Ambassadors then fell upon their knees, 
with many tears, and the Doge and the People 
waved their hands and cried aloud with one voice, 
' We consent, we consent.' The acclamations and 
tumult were so great that it seemed the Earth 
shook; and when that great heart-moving cry, 
which exceeded all hiJiman experience, had sub- 
sided, the Doge mounted the pulpit and spoke to 
the People as follows : ' Behold, signiors, the 
honour which the Lord has shown you, in dis- 
posing the bravest warriors upon Earth to seek 
your alliance, in preference to that of all other 
nations, in so high an enterprise as the rescue of 
the Tomb of our Lord/ 

Babylon, not the city on the Euphrates but 
Cairo to which that name was applied, was 
proclaimed to be the destination of the arma- 
ment; and the Feast of St. John, in the fol- 
lowing year, was named as the day of assem- 
blage at Venice. After abundance of holy tears 
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and reciprocal pledges of fidelity, the Ambassadors 
departed, having first raised a loan of two thou- 
sand marks, which they paid the Doge as an 
earnest, and also to enable him to commence his 
preparations. Meantime, each party informed 
Innocent of their proceedings, and received his 
glad approval of the Treaty. At the moment of 
according this confirmation, as if with sagacious 
foresight of the ills which were about to succeed, 
he expressly prohibited them from arming against 
any Christian Powers, unless compelled to do so 
by direct violence, or other unavoidable necessity ; 
and, even in such cases, they were instructed to ap- 
ply for the previous sanction of the Apostolic See, 

Villehardouin returned joyously to his master's 
Court at Troyes, where an unexpected calamity 
well nigh ^strated all his hopes. Count TMbaut 
was languishing in sickness ; but, as if renovated 
by the cheerful intelligence of which his Marshal 
was the bearer, and fixed with true knightly spirit, 
he called for his horse to ride forth, which for a 
long season past he had not done, and, rising 
from his bed, he mounted him for the last time. 
Before his death, wherein he showed himself of all 
men the most exemf^ary, he bequeathed the trea- 
sure which he had provided for ue Pilgrimage to 
his servants and men-at-arms, of whom no Prince 
of the Age had braver or greater numbers ; and he 
ordained that each one, as he received his bounty, 
should swear upon the Holy Gospel to repair to 
the camp at Venice, according to his engagement. 
Grreat was the shame of many by whom Uiis vow 
was broken. 

By the death of Count Thibaut, the Crusaders 
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of Cbampagne were left without a leader; for 
though Blanche, of Navarre, hk widow, was 
inregiiant of a son at the time of his decease, she 
had not hitherto borne male progeny. Iliat son, 
a gallant and valiant Knight, was destined to ob- 
tain yet Ingher celebrity by his wit than by his 
prowess ; and the Royal Troubadour, whose deeds 
of arms are forgotten, still lives in the refined and 
tender laU winch he devoted to the praise of 
Blanche of Castile ; a Princess whose beauty, vir- 
tues, and high descent are familiar to an Eng- 
lishman, through the tribute which, in later years^ 
they received from Shakspeare*. 

The Duke of Burgundy and the Count of Bar- 
le-dnc were successively and ineffectually entreated 
to assume the conmiand of the forces. It was 
then offered to Boniface, Marquis of Montferrat, a 
Knight already distinguished in a former Crusade, 
and numbered among the conquerors of Acre. 
The Parliament invited him to Soissons, and there, 
in the Abbey-yard of our Lady St. Mary, weeping 
and kneeling at his feet, they prayed him, for the 
love of God, to assume the Cross, to become their 
Chief in place of the departed Count, and to receive 
his treasures and his vassals ; and he, kneeling 
also, declared that he freely received them. Then 
the Bishop of Soissons, and Fulk, the holy Preacher, 
with two Ecclesiastics of Montferrat, conducted him 
to the Church of our Lady, and placed the Cross 
upon his shoulder. 

Between Easter and Pentecost, the gathering 
commenced at Venice, and great numbers 
of the Crusaders encamped on the island of fjo?.' 
San Nicolo. Baldwin had already arrived, 

• King J<^n, Act II. Scene 2. 
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but the Count of Blois was still absent, and much 
consternation was excited by a rumour, which 
proved true, that many of the Pilgrims, mindless 
of the engagements contracted with the Doge, 
were preparing means of voyaging from other 
ports. By these secessions, not only was the 
armament deprived of much numerical strength, 
but those Knights who abided by their stipulations 
were rendered unable to pay the sum for which, 
jointly with so many others, their words were 
pawned. Villehardouin was despatched to Pavia 
to urge the Count of Blois to hasten onward. By 
prayers and exhortations, he prevailed upon several, 
who were about to embark elsewhere, to betake 
themselves to Venice, where Louis and the Barons 
who accompanied him were received with great 
joy and festivity, and a more goodly or a braver 
assembly no eye had ever beheld. On the part of 
the Venetians, fulfilment had equalled, if not out- 
run, their promises. So gallantly was the fleet 
wliich they had prepared equipped, that Christian 
man had never seen its equal ; and the ships, the 
galleys, and the palanders were in such num- 
bers, that they were thrice too many for the 
diminished host of the Crusaders. ' Ha !' exclaims 
Villehardouin, with lively and well-justified indig- 
nation, * what a curse it was that so many sought 
other ports, and came not to join the army, for 
then had Christendom been exsdted, and the land 
of the Infidels subdued !* 

The day of payment arrived, and the Venetians, 
being fully prepared to sail, called upon the Barons 
for the sum stipulated in the Treaty. Many of 
the Crusaders had already exhausted their whole 
capital ; others were reluctant to contribute more 
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than the proportion for which they had agreed ; 
aud it is plain that no inconsiderable numbers 
existed in the camp who were already wearied of 
the rash vow by which they had bound themselves, 
and who anxiously sought a pretext for breaking 
up the expedition altogether. In this unlooked- 
for difficulty, the generosity of the chief leaders 
was exercised without bounds. Whatever money 
they possessed, whatever more they could borrow, 
all precious articles contributing to their luxury, 
their jewels and rich vessels of gold and silver 
were delivered to the Doge. Still, notwithstanding 
these great sacrifices, much more than a third of 
the contract remained unpaid ; for thirty-four thou- 
sand marks were yet wanting. The hopes of those 
who wished for the dispersion of the armament 
were elated to the utmost, and they looked con- 
fidently to the abandonment of the design ; but 
God, says Villehardouin, who confounds the crafty, 
ordained it otherwise. 

The Venetians, according to the strict terms of 
their agreement, would have been justified in re- 
taming the sum already paid ; for it was forfeited 
by the non-completion of the Treaty. But the eyes 
of all Christendom were upon them. Such a step 
was forbidden by honour; and partly owing to that 
recollection, partly it may be supposed to some 
share in the enthusiasm of the Crusaders ; but, 
more than either, to a well-grounded anticipation 
that they would be far greater gainers by prose- 
cuting than by terminating the expedition, they 
proposed an equivalent for the loss which they 
must encounter by a delay of immediate payment. 
The defection of Zara and the unsuccessful attempt 
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for its lecovery have already been noticed. Would 
tiie Barons, in the first instance, direct thdu* arms 
against Bela, King of Hungary, under whose jh'o- 
tection that revolted colony had placed itself? 
Zara was on their route down the Adriatic ; it was 
so uiuated that, if left behind, it might, at any time, 
intercept the communications between Palestine 
and Europe ; above all, its subjection was the sole 
condition upon which the Republic would permit 
h^ fleet to sail. The great obstacle to this pro* 
posal arose from the solemn injunction delivered 
by the Pope, that they should avoid collision witii 
any Christian Power. By attacking the King of 
Hungary, who himself had assumed the Cross, 
they would be guilty of a voluntary infraction of 
these orders ; and the reluctant Pilgiims and the 
Cardinal Legate, who was present in Venice to su- 
perintend the expedition, urged this argument with 
vehemence. But the ardour of the Barons and 
the firmness of Dandolo prevailed. The former 
jdausibly contended that the Holy Father could 
never have designed to include a rebellious city 
within liis protection; the latter displayed the 
same calm, but unbending, resolution, which ever 
marked the policy of the Venetian Government in 
its transactions with the Vatican. He contested 
the Pope*s right of interference, and added that, if 
the Cardinal chose to accompany the expedition, 
he might embark as a Preacher of the Crusade, but 
not in the character nor with the assumed powers 
of Legate. The Romish envoy angrily returned 
to his Sovereign, and his absence, weakening the 
party which he espoused, secured the triumph of 
its opponents. 
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Much of the year liad been worn away in these 
discussions, and all things were now prepared 
£or the embarkation. The Marquis of Montferrat, 
both on account of his station and his fitme, had 
been nominated to the chief command of the land- 
forces, but that of the fleet was still to be deter- 
mined. The Barons and Pilgrims had assembled 
to hear Mass in St. Mark's, on the first Sunday 
after &e ratification of the new agreement ; when, 
before the commencement of the service, they 
were surprised by seeing the aged Doge ascend 
the tribune, and by hearing from him the follow- 
ing address : ' Signiors, you are associated witfi 
the bravest people upon £arth, for the highest 
enterprise which mortal man can undertake. I am 
a very old man, feeble in health, and have more 
need of repose than of glory : yet, knowing none 
more capiDble of guiding and commanding you 
than myself, who am your lord, if it be your 
pleasure that I should take the sign of the Cross 
to watch over and direct you, and leave my son 
in my place to protect our Country, I will cheer- 
fully go, and live and die with you and with the 
Pilgrims.' The Venetians, on hearing this speech, 
cri«i aloud with one voice, ' We beseech you, in 
God's name, to do as you have said, and go with 
us.' Descending from the tribune, Dandoio cast 
himself upou his knees before the high altar, and, 
shedding holy tears, fixed the Cross on his Ducal 
cap. His son was named Regent during his 
absence; and many of the illustrious Venetians 
followed the example of their Sovereign. 

It was on the 9th of October, 1202, the octaves 
of St. Rhemigius, that the fleet, bearing the war- 
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riors of the IV**" Crusade, immoored from the 
harbours of Venice. A nobler armament, says 
Villehardouin, fired at the remembrance, never 
sailed firom port. The ships and palanders of the 
Barons filled as they were with arms and pro- 
visions, Knights and Serjeants, the shields sus- 
pended along their sides, the gay streamers 
blazoned with the Cross in the separate national 
colours of the various Pilgrims, and displayed on 
the summit of the turrets wherewith the decks 
were crowned*. — ' Before God,' exclaims the 
delighted Chronicler, ' it was a most glorious 
prospect t!' Nearly five hundred sail stemmed 
the Adriatic ; and fifty of these were galleys, among 
which, the giant Mondo towered above its mates. 
Forty thousand troops were distributed in two 
hundred and forty transports ; while seventy 
stout vessels were freighted with stores, provi- 
sions, and stupendous artillery, which included 
three hundred perrieres, mangonels, and engines 
of every other description necessary for the assault 
of cities. 

Many days were lost in waiting for a favourable 
wind, many others were employed in touching 
at Istrian ports, so that their voyage was far from 
rapid, and a month elapsed before they cast an- 
chor off Zara. On the 10th of November, the Eve 
of St. Martin, that city was in sight, and they 
perceived it to be inclosed by lofty walls and 
towers, so that nowhere could a fairer, stronger, 
or more wealthy place be found. When the 

* Gibbon, who has paraphrased this part of the narrative, transfers 
it to the subsequent passage from Zara to Constantinople, 
t Ha Diex! tant bon i ot mis, §. 38. 
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Pilgrims beheld it, they were astonished, and said 
to each other, ' How can we expect to take such 
a city, unless the Lord himself assist us !' The 
swiftest vessels, having outsailed their companions^, 
arrived towards sunset; and, in the morning, 
which was bright and clear, the galleys and 
palanders and the ships which Were behind joined^ 
them, took the Port by force, breaking the strong 
chain at its entrance, and approached the land in 
such order, that the harbour lay between the 
city and themselves. Then might you have seen 
many a Knight and many a Serjeant leap from the 
galleys, and many a good steed and rich pavilion 
landed from the palanders. The army encamped,, 
and, on St. Martin's day, commenced the siege, 
although the Marquis of Montferrat was not yet 
at his post. Villehardouin informs us that he was 
detained by his own affairs; but the narrator of 
the AcU of Innocent III., attributes this leader^s 
absence to a prudent deference to the Pope, by 
whom he had been personally warned against this 
expedition. 

The Zaraites, terrified at their investment by 
this mighty host, and anxious to escape the hor- 
rors of assault, on the first day, communicated 
with the Doge, and offered the surrender of their 
City and all its possessions, on the sole condition 
of personal security. Dandolo refused to treat 
separately, but haste;ned to lay the welcome pro- 
posal before his allies, by whom it was readily 
accepted. Meantime, during his absence in the 
Council, some of the factious, who wished for the. 
disbandment of the army, assured the deputies 
who were awaiting his return, that, provided Zara 

VOL. I. H 
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could defend itself from the Venetians, she need 
not apprehend hostilities from the other confede- 
rates. Deluded by this representation, the mes- 
sengers returned to the City without receiving 
Dandolo's reply. The Doge, on re-entering his 
pavilion to adjust the tenns, was surprised to find 
it deserted by the Zaraite envoys ; and this sur- 
prise was succeeded by indignation, when the 
Cistercian Abbot, de Vaux, informed him of the 
cause; adding, at the same time, ^ Lords, by 
authority of the Apostle of Rome, I interdict you, 
who are Christian pilgrims, from attacking this* 
Christian city.' The interference of the meddling 
Priest availed him little, for the Barons shared the 
just indignation of Dandolo, when he repre- 
sented to them the treachery which had been 
practised. They declared it to be a notorious 
outrage; that not a day passed in which those 
by whom it had been perpetrated did not seek to 
compass the ruin- of the armyf and tiiat ever- 
lastmg shame would be their portion, unless they 
assisted the Venetians in the reduction of the 
City. In confonnily with this decision, on the 
following morning, they pu&died on to the very 
gates, constructed their works, and planted their 
engines under the walk; while at the same 
time the towers towards the sea were battered by 
huge stones cast from the ships. Five days were 
^nt in unremitting attadcs; on the sixth, so 
much of the wall had been undeimined, that the 
Zaraites abandoned all hope of longer resistance, 
and renewed theur former offers of surrender. 
The chief citizens, by whose influence the revolt 
liad been planned and executed, despairing of 
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pardon, quitted the City dunng the coofiisioii 
which succeeded, and found safety in exile. The 
Buhmission of the revolted colony did not save it 
from pillage ; and the spoil was equally divided 
between the Venetians and the French*. 

This success was opportune; for winter was 
too near at. hand to permit hope of more distant 
operations. The City i^orded very seasonable 
quarters ; and its maritime half was occupied by 
tiie Venetians, the remainder by their Allies^ But 
Iheir harmony was soon> interrupted. One of 
those frays which frequently arise from the mutual 
jealousy of different nations in combined armies, 
threatened their destruction, on the &ird evening 
after their possession of Zara. The conflict began 
about the time of Vespers; when men from all parta 
ran to arms, and the combat was so hot that the 
streets were filled with swords, lances, cross-bows, 
darts, and multitudes of wounded and dead. The 
Venetians, fewer in number than their opponents, 
gave way with considerable los& The Barons 
aimed themselves, and endeavoured to restore 
order ; but no sooner was one place quieted^ than 
^ tumult broke out m ahoUier. The greater 
part of the night was passed in alarm ; and 
several days elapsed before the joint exertions of 
Dandolo and the Crusading chiefs succeeded in 
completely restoring tranquillity. 

The arrival of the Majoquis (^ Montferrat 
occurred soon afbr this untowaci quacreL He 

* Such is one of tlie charges which Innocent, in his Letter to the 
Barons, brings against thein« Ramusio, on the contrary, says, 
Jta Jadera GalH atuUio eapta, toliua VeneHptmda egpaeio/uU, 
I>ib.l.p.4S, 

B 2 
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was accompanied by a numerous reinforcement ; 
and it is probable tnat the ensuing Spring would 
have beheld his followers on the shores of Pales- " 
tine, had not a most unlooked-for proposal diverted 
their arms yet longer from the original object of 
their expedition. Hence arose results, in strict ac- 
cordance, indeed^ with those great ends which our 
eyes, enlightened by subsequent events, now per- 
deive that the Crusades were designed to promote ; 
but such as were removed at the time far beyond 
the bounded horizon of human foresight, and 
which have not always been steadily contemplated^ 
even in retrospect. For the fuller comprehension 
of the events which we are about to relate, it is 
necessary that we should briefly trace some revo- 
lutions in the Greek Empire, during a few years 
preceding the date at which we have already arrived. 
Since the unhappy expedition of Vitale Michieli 
in 1171, the story of Venice has separated itself 
from that of Constantinople, but fearhil events had 
stained the annals of the latter Court during the 

£ ogress of those thirty years. The reign of 
aiiuel Comnenus, though abounding with that 
8|>ecies of glory which is won by the personal 
lieroism of the Sovereign, had exhausted the 
Tesources, and diminished the strength of his 
Empire. His son Alexius II., at ten years 
^^^- of age, succeeded to a precarious throne, 
from which he was speedily hurled by the 
vigour and the crimes of his kinsman Andronicus, 
who consummated his treachery by the 
^^^' murder both of the unhappy youth and his 
injured mother. The horrors of that 
Tyrant's sway were closed by an insurrection, in 
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whicli, as far as a single life could atone for the 
destruction of thousands, his own cruel death and 
protracted sufferings might he accepted as 
repayment. With him, terminated the ^j^* 
male dynasty and the glory of the Com- 
neni. Isaac Angelus, who overthrew him, was 
descended from the females of the same line; 
and, in his nerveless and unworthy hands, the 
fahric of the Empire, which had been preserved 
entire, amid accumulating perils, by the supe« 
rior intellect, notwithstanding the crimes, of his 
predecessor, crumbled insensibly away. Cyprus 
was wrested from him by a tributary ; Bul- 
garia and Wallachia asserted independence, and 
obtained an acknowledgment of their native 
Kings. The unwarlike and luxurious Emperor 
owed his personal security to the contempt of 
those revolted Barbarians ; for they were well con- 
tent that the sceptre should be administered by 
one whose indolence and weakness afforded theni 
sure pledges of peace. Though safe from foreign 
violence, he was still exposed to domestic treason ; 
and a brother, Alexius Angelus, deprived 
him both of his throne and sight. The son 1195.' 
of the deposed Prince, another Alexius, 
was spared, however, by the usurper. After a 
while, he found means to escape, and having 
crossed the Archipelago, and visited both Sicily and 
Rome, he proceeded towards the Court of Philip of 
Suabia, King of the Romans, and husband of his 
sister Irene, the widow of Tancred, King of Sicily. 
On his passage through Verona, he was astonished 
by the great throngs which were hastening to the 
camp at Venice ; and listening to the advice of 
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those faithful attendanls who had shared his 
dangers and escape, he sent a communication to 
the assembled Barons, praying their assistance in 
the deliverance of hh father and the recovery cf 
his crown. Villehardouin thus reports their 
answer : * We comprehend your propooed : we wiH 
send some of our people with your master to King 
Philip to whom he is going ; and, if he is willing 
to assist us in the xecovery of the Holy Land, we 
will aid him in regaining hb territories, which we 
are aware are ^unjustly withheld from him and his 
father/ So ambassadors were despatched to the 
Valet* of Constantinople, and to Philip King of 
Germany. 

The reply of Pliilip and Alexius arrived soon:after 
the occupation of Zara. The Duke of Suabda, 
though unable, on account of liis differences both 
with the Pope and the King of France, to afford 
personal assistance, consented to resign his brother* 
in-law into the hands of God and of the Crusaders; 
and the Prince of Constantinople himself -was 
lavish in promises. TSie reward which he would 
bestow, he said, should be the richest which any 
people had ever received, and the Baronfl should 
have effectual assistance in the deliverance of the 
Holy Land. He engaged, after his restoration, to 
put an end to the schism which distracted the 
Greek and Latin Churches, and to bring back the 
whole Empire of Romania to its former spiritual 
allegiance to St. Peter. Two hundred thousand 
marks of silver and provisions for the whole army 

* Villefaardouio, p. 36. Valet was the ordinary appellation of the 
children of a Noble house. Dncange, on the authority of Pithou* 
considers it to be a dlminutire of Vanal, 
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twere to recviiit thteir esdbausted resoiHrces. He 
ihbnself would accompany Ihem to Babylon ; or, 
a they preferred it, he would equip, at his own 
^^harge, ten thousand men for a year's 8ervic<^ 
mad would maintain during bis whole life five .hun- 
died Knights, as standing guardians of Palestine. 
* Lords,' concluded the amhasuuiors, ' we have full 
powers to rat^ this Treaty, df .on your part you 
are favourably inclined; and surely, as such offers 
iweie never made to any people before, those who 
Teject them can have no great >passion for glory.' 

Vehement debates •succeed^ these proposals. 
The Abbot de Yaux and the party in the interest 
4>f Rome pertinaciously refused them. The French, 
on the oilier hand, with no less ardour espoused 
the cause of Alexius, who was remotely allied to 
their own Princes. The Venetians remembered 
their long debt of hatred against the Greeks, 
end calculated not only upon its full payment* 
but upon the chances of much additional gain. 
Even those leaders with whom the deliverance 
of Palestine still remained the chief and primary 
object of desire consented to this previous enter- 
priae on grounds of policy. Syria, they said, was 
not to be won, in the first instance, upon its own 
shores ; and they who would become permanent 
masters of the Sepulchre of Christ, must beforehand 
assure themselves either of £gypt or Asia Minor. 

Another motive has been assigned for the eager- 
ness with which Dandolo advocated this diversion 
'firom the original purpose of the expedition. 
Malek Adel, the Sultan of Damascus, is said to 
have contemplated, with very reasonable apprehen- 
sion, the assembly of the Christian armament at 
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Venice; and by a secret negotiation with the 
Doge, the opportune payment of a large bribe, and 
the assurance of a free trade to Alexandria, to 
have obtained a promise that he would either post^ 
-porie or frustrate the intention of the Crusaders. The 
continuator of the Chronicle of William of Tyre, 
states even the singular method by which the Sultaii . 
obtained the money needed for this purpose. H^ 
iassembled, at Cairo, all the Christian Priests of th^ 
neighbouring Country, and, informing them that k 
new armament was gathering in Europe, he com- 
manded them forthwith to provide arms, stores, 
and horses, for his service. The Bishops replied 
that their sacred function forbade them from in- 
termeddling with war. * Be it so,' replied the Des- 
pot, * if you decline fighting in person, you must 
furnish men to fight in your place !' and, having 
demanded an account of their revenues, he con- 
fiscated the whole property to his own use. This 
plunder of the Christian Church was employed in 
the corruption of those who had avowed themselvei^ 
the champions of the Cross. 

The wishes of the majority of Barons prevailed; 
nor were they opposed by all the Ecclesiastics. 
The Marquis of Montferrat, the Doge of Venice, 
the Counts Baldwin, Louis, and of St. Paul con- 
firmed the Treaty, swore to observe its provisions, 
and affixed their seals. The discontented party 
remonstrated in vain, and many of them, either 
openly or by stealth, abandoned their comrades. 
Reginald de Montmirail, a potent Baron of 
1208' ^^^"^ce, requested employment on an em- 
bassy to Syria, and did not scruple to 
swear, with his right hand upon the Saints, that he 
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and his Knights would re-embark within fifteen 
days after they had completed their mission. He 
sailed, but never returned. Simon de Montfort 
enlisted under the banner of the King of Hungary, 
himself a Crusader, whom he had so recently 
opposed at Zara ; but he atoned for this inconsis- 
tency by good service afterwards in the Holy Land. 
Others there were who shrank from the prospect 
of danger as they approached nearer to its en- 
coimter, and secretly withdrew from their ranks. 
Few of them, however, obtained the safety which 
they coveted ; the Boors of Sclavonia cruelly mas- 
sacred one party which attempted to gain their 
homes by land ; and of five hundred others, who 
threw themselves into a merchant-ship, not one 
survived its wreck. 

These frequent desertions were observed with 
much apprehension by the Chiefs, and in order to 
remove one cause of discontent, and to quiet those 
superstitious fears which in many instances had 
alienated their followers, they resolved to make 
their peace with Innocent, whose commands they 
had transgressed. Their apology was founded oil 
the plea of necessity. ' The Barons,' they wrote, 
* implore your forgiveness for the capture of Zara, 
which, owing to the falsehood of those who have 
passed on to other ports, they were reduced to 
undertake, in order to keep their host together ; 
and they assure you, as their father, that whatever 
you may command, they are, in all respects, ready 
to obey.' It is plain that the Venetians, even 
if they had been so inclined, could not join in 
these excuses, without falsehood. They had not 
been the subjects, but the creators of the necessity 
thus advanced as a plea ; and, but for them, Zara 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



106 3SaSPLT DT TNHCKaSNT. 

jwoiild h&YB been untouched. Of &e sincerity wkb 
which even their oonfedemtes now humbled them- 
fielves at the feet of the Pontiff, a Bufficient esti- 
mate may be foimed, when we call to mind ^lat 
ihey well knew the fresh enterprise upon which 
they had engaged was yet more strongly disap- 
proved by Innocent than that which they were 
seeking to extenuate. 

As yet, however, the Pope was unacquainted with 
ihe existence of the new Treaty entered. into by the 
Barons who thus solicited his absolution ; and he 
leplied to them in a tone of gentleness little merited 
either by their past or intended disobedience. He 
answered that he well knew the treachery of others 
had compelled them, reluctantly, to the course 
which they had adopted, and that, softened by their 
repentance, he.assoiled Ihem horn, the sin. (For 
the time to come, they must direct all their energies 
to the recovery of the Holy Land, and haslea 
.onward to its shores without farther delay. If the 
Venetians, as yet .untouched by remorse, would 
Bsek his forgiveness, they also should be included 
in the : absolution ; and the confederates migM 
then sail together in entire mutual confidence. I^ 
.on the contrary, they should unhappily persist in 
itheir contumacy, mevertheless, from the urgent ne- 
cessity of the case, he would permit the Barons to 
employ the ships of -that still excommunicated 
^ate ; but they must, in all ways, as feur as in them 
lay, endeavour to separate themselves from such 
enemies of God. 

Unchanged by these remonstrances, the Yene^ 
tians continued their eager preparations for ven- 
geance upon the = Greeks. In addition to other 
causes of enmity, they were deeply jealous of the 
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«nperior ascendency which the Pisans, their great 
Gommercial rivals, had heen pennitted to acquire 
in Constantinople ; and, against Alexius per- 
.flonally, they entertained an inveterate animosity, 
because he had refused to 'discharge the arrears 
(200,000 golden besailts) of the indemnity which 
had been promised iby Manuel, to compensate the 
*outrage of his confiscation. On the morning after 
the celebration of ^Easter, the allied forces quitted 
thehr cantonments in Zara, and encamped on the 
eea-shore. Then, in order to strike profomid 
terror into their rebellious colonists, to chastise 
thehr past revolts, and to prevent a repetition <tf 
them in future, the Venetians, in defiance of Inno- 
cent's renewed protection, razed the walls of the 
city to the ground. Meantime, the young Alexius 
arrived, and was welcomed with great joy. AU 
things were prepared for the voyage ; and the 
general ardour with which it was undertaken wag 
yy no means checked by 'the receipt of a second 
mission from Innocent to the Barons, severely 
denouncing their fresh guilt, prohibiting ^e 
design in which they were engaged, and, ndt 
•unreasonably, expressing doubts of the sincerity 
of that repentance which they had so lately pre- 
tended, and for the «ake of which he had relieved 
them from spiritual censures. He concluded 
by noticing the recent pillage of Zara, the spoil 
of her Churches by the Yenetians, and the willing 
pariichpation of the Counts in that sacrilegious 
booty*. 



o, wUh afedlag littte.iit«econlBioe with ttnt sum- 
■ rally cntcrteiaed by Us Country men f ov theSuprtiiMey Mscrted by 
Borne, has eodeaTOored to extennate thdr dtoobedtoace by one (tf 
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Notwithstanding this denunciation, the fleet 
set sail. As it touched at Durazzo, Alexius re^ 
ceived an acknowledgment of fealty from that 
city, the western key of the Empire ; and thence, 
with a fair wind, the confederates passed on to 
their appointed rendezvous in Corfu. There, dis- 
emharking, they refreshed their men and horses 
in rich and plenteous quarters (the fabled gardens 
of Alcinous and his Phoeacians), for more than 
three weeks. The landing of Alexius was marked 
Mrith distinguished honours; numbers of brave 
Knights and Serjeants bestrode their war-horses 
and went out to swell the pomp of his entry. 
His pavilion was pitched in the midst of the camp, 
and the Marquis of Montferrat, to whose care he 
had been especially confided, raised his own by its 
side. 

Their repose, however, was interrupted by fresh 
intestine discontents. Conscience or cowardice 
awakened alarm in more than half the army, and 
many Knights entered into a secret compact 
to remain in the Island, and suffer those who 
wished it to proceed on the perilous undertaking 
which themselves had opposed from the beginning. 
The chief leaders, upon learning this conspiracy, 
acted with great promptness. Taking with them 
in their train the Prince of Constantinople and all 

the most barefaced violations of trath which ever flowed from th6 
pen of a Historian. Deinde vero, pia causa auasor, Innocentiui 
III. Pontifex Maximus, pios milites h&rtabatur, ut Ecelesiam 
Ctracam ejiisque PatriarcJiam Constantinopolitanumt de.- sanctiore 
patrum currieulo defiectentem, in viam redticererU. Itaque bellutn 
ConstanHfwpoKtaimnh QW>d aine tummd impieteUe repudiari nan 
poterat, a Veneto et GaliOt summit qpibus, et summd pariter alacri' 
tate suscephim* (Lib. I. p. 3.) 
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the Ecclesiastics, they repaired to a valley in which 
the recusants were holding an assembly. As they 
came in sight, each party dismounted. The Ba- 
rons fell upon their knees, refusing, with tears, to 
arise until they were assured that their brother- 

Silgrims would not desert them. The latter were 
eeply moved by the sight ; they also wept bitterly ; 
and, after a short deliberation apart, they agreed 
to remain in company till the ensuing Feast of St. 
Michael, provided the Barons would swear upon 
the Saints, that, afterwards, within fifteen day» 
from the time of their demanding them, they 
should be supplied with vessels for dieir transport 
to Syria. 

This compact having been ratified and sworn to, 
they re-embarked, and quitted Corfu on the Eve 
of Pentecost. The martial spirit of Villehardouin 
is kindled afresh upon the renewal of activity. 
' The day,' he says, * was bright and cheerful, and 
the winds were soft and favourable, as they spread 
their sails before them. And I, Geofirey, the 
Marshal of Champagne, who have dictated this 
recital, having been present at the matters therein 
related, and conscious that it contains nothing but 
truth, bear witness that so glorious a sight had 
never been beheld before, ^u- as our view could 
extend, the sea was covered with the sails of ship 
and galley ; our hearts were lifted up with joy, and 
we mought our armament might undertake the 
eonquest of the whole World.' Nor was this 
the impression of such only as held command. 
While doubling the promontory of Malea, they 
fell in with two vessels filled with Knights, Pil- 
grimsy and Serjeants returning from Sie Holy 
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LancL They were some of thoae who had 
departed from their agreement, of meeting at 
¥enice, and were now ashamed to declare them- 
selves. The Count of Flanders seait his barge to 
inquire their destination and quality; and, aa it 
approached the vesflels^ a Serjeant, struck by the 
gallant bearing of the fleet before him, leap^ oii> 
hoard, and oried:out to hia Less enthusiastic com- 
rades, ' Give me my baggage, for I shall join 
^ese people who- appear certain of subdumg the 
landP 

Negiopont, Andios> and Abydos^ received them 
a& peaceably as Durac^o ;. and the Byzantine 
Court, lost in sloth and luxury, either disbelieved 
QK^ disregarded the news of their approacL No 
secrecy had been affected : both the meaaures. 
taken by the exiled Prince, and the consequent 
design, of the Crusaders, had been long openly 
avowed; and it ought to have been easy for 
Greece, formed by nature a maritime Power and 
at that time sharing with Venice the dominion of 
the seas, to have made some great efiBort befoce 
her Capital was besieged. It has been said 
that, but a few years before this invasion, the 
dock-yards of Constantinople could furnish one 
thousand six hundred vessels of war. Admitting: 
the number, to be exaggerated, the very exag- 
geration, testifies the greatness of her naval re* 
sources. But the Emperor, devoted to ease and 
sensuality, had intrusted his ansenals to a brotiliei^ 
in-law^ by whose base cupidity the State was 
crippled Stones, axms^. equipments— the very 
huUss themselves-— had been broken* up and sold 
to. swell die judvate weaUhof MinliApl Stiyphniis; 
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and, when tlie rumour of impending danger 
prompted him to restore the navy which he had 
destroyed, he was forbidden to lift an axe in the 
forests, reserved,, as he was infonned by their 
guardian eunuchs, not for the lowly provision 
of ship-timber, butfor the more exalted pleasures 
of the Imperial chase. 

The huge and heavy-4aden annament of the 
Crusaders proceeded through the intricate navi* 
gation of the Archipelago, and threaded ihe nanoow 
strait of the Dardanelles, without hinderance or in- 
terruption. As the sea of Maimoia widened beCbra^ 
them, its bosom, covered with sails, presented a 
sight of incompazable beauty ; till,, three leaguesi 
short of Constantinople, they neared the land, and 
obtained their first view of that great and gorgeous 
metropolis. Their feelings cannot be doubted; 
nor can they be better expressed than in the words 
of that eye-witness who so dee^dy shared theuk. 
*When they contemplated the lofty walls and 
goodly towers that enclosed it around, the gay- 
Palaces and glittering Churches that seemed innu* 
merable, the unmense dimensions of the city denot* 
kig it was the Queen of the £aith, they could hardly 
bc^eve their senses ; nor was there any man, how- 
ever bold, whose h^urt did not tmmble within him. 
This was no marvel; for never siuce the Creation 
of the World had such an enteqpzise been^attempted 
by such a handful of men.' 

The prudence of Dftodolo saved them from 
destruction in the oiatset. The Barons landed,, 
and held a Council in the Minster of St. Stephen'sy 
a pleasant village, still known to us by its former 
BiHne, and now chiftfly diAtinguished by itfr im- 
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mense powder magazines. It can be no matter of 
surprise that some impatience was expressed for 
an nnmediate, general disembarkation ; but, in op- 
position to this wish, the Doge advanced his own 
former knowledge and experience of the Country., 
The continent, ne said, was of vast extent and 
thickly peopled, and the soldiers, being in want of 
provisions, would scatter themselves over it, in 
foraging parties, and be cut off in detail. Far 
better would it be to make for the Islands in sight, 
and, having there reireshed themselves, to proceed 
at once to me attack of the city. This advice pre- 
vailed. They passed the night at anchor, and, on 
^e morrow, the Feast of St. John the Baptist, 
having displayed their banners and standards on 
the turrets, and fenced the sides of their vessels 
with a paviasade of shields close locked together, 
each man cast a glance upon his arms, well know- 
ing that the time was at hand when he would need 
their assistance. As they set sail, the wind bore 
them within a bow-shot of Constantinople, and 
some of the ships were assailed with missiles from 
the throngs which clustered on its walls and towers. 
It is probable, although Villehardouin is far from 
confessing it, that a slight confusion ensued, for 
he admits that they abandoned their design on the 
Islands as completely as if it had never been pro- 
posed ; and, without loss of time, crossed over to 
the Asiatic shore, and anchored off Chalcedon, 
where one of the fairest Palaces of the Emperor 
received the Generals, and the troops were disem- 
barked and encamped. On the following morning, 
the fleet sailed onward to Scutari, immediately 
opposite to Constantinople, and was followed thi- 
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tber by the atmy. The Greeks, on the European 
shore, made a corresponding movement and en* 
camped on the outskirts of Pera. 

The nine days passed at Scutari were not without 
incidents. A party of foragers, not above eighty 
lances (less than two hundred and fi% men), came 
iinexpectedly, at about three leagues from the camp, 
upon the tents of the Great Duke Stryphnus, guarded 
by five hundred Greeks. The Franks were of too 
chivalrous a spirit to be alarmed by disparity of num- 
bers ; and the Greeks gave way before their charge. 
Horses, palfreys, mules, tents, pavilions, and 
countless other necessaries and luxuries were the 
prize of the victors ; who, on their return, received 
the congratulations of their comrades, among 
lyhom they liberally divided the spoil. 

On the morning after this first essay of arms, a 
messenger arrived from the Emperor. He was a 
Lombard who, having presented his letters of 
credence and received permission to speak, deli- 
vered himself as follows — ' Lords, the Emperor 
Alexius is not ignorant that you are the most 
potent Princes in Europe, save crowned Kings^ 
and are natives of the most warlike Country. But 
he marvels much why you, being Christians, and 
he also a Christian, are thus come into his territo- 
ries. He knows you are bound for the Holy 
Land, to rescue the Cross and Sepulchre of our 
Lord. If you are in want, he will cheerfully 
bestow upon you food and necessaries, so you 
depart from his land. He desires to avoid doing 
you injury, not because he lacks the power, for, 
if you were twenty times your number, you could 

VOL. I. I 
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a0t40purt hsmnemAaait'im pcifmiwi op, nor pre- 
vent his destroying you, if it were his pleasure.' 

He was answered by Conon de Bel^une, 'a 
biave, prudent, and eloquent Knight, whom the 
<Doge and the Barons deputed as their spokesmaB. 
' Fair Sir, you have declared that yo«r Lord greatly 
. marveb that our Lords and Barons have entered his 
Empire and territories. They are not his : for he 
holds them unjustly, and has sinned against Gckl 
and Reason. They are the right of his nephew, 
w^ho is seaited here among us, and is the son of his 
brother the Emperor Isaac. If your master will 
throw himself upon his n^i^ew's mercy, and will 
restore the crown and Empire, we will intercede 
that his offence shall be forgiven, and a sufficiency 
be assigned to him to enable him to live in splen- 
dour. As for messages of this kind, be not so 
rash as to trust yoursdf hither with them again;' 

This mutual defiance having been exchanged, 
hostilities were not long delayed. No post couM 
be better adapted than Scutari for observation of 
die city which the Crusaders were preparing to 
attack. From the heights above it, might be dis- 
cerned the seven hills upon which Constantinopfe 
was proudly reared ; and almost all the four hun- 
dred and seventy>«eight towers which, in a circuit 
of nearly eighteen* miles, studded the long terrace 
of her waUs. The eye might penetrate the gentle 

* The dimenaions of Constantinople are given very diflfewntly 
by different travellers; we have adopted those assigned, after per- 
sonal reconnoissance, by the late Dr. Clarke. Gibbon is unwilling 
to allow the walls a drenmfereBce of more than foorteen mttei^ 
including Para and Galata. 
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arm of tke.Aaa.of Marnunra which, fonnmg:^ 

I .port of the city, bathiBS the North-western side df 
the imequal triangle on whieh it stands. The apeac 
*■ of this triangle, once called the jicrapolis^ neif 
S :.glittenng wim the Palaee and gardens of the 
Seraglio, is found at a point i^amediately opposb$ 
to Scutari and fronting the mouth of the Bo»^ 
t phorus. Following the So«them shore of A^ 
I Golden Horn foralbout six miles, the fortification^ 
incline to the South^west^ at the Palace of Blacher^t 
' nse. Hence, a strong, double wall, of lo% height, 
built by Theodosius, and a deep fosse, ei^t yard4 
in width, potect die sole approach fnm land, 
and connect themsetvet, ^ai the Heptapyrgium ox 
Seven Towers, with the Golden Gate and diat liuQ 
of ramparts which overlooks the sea of Marmora* 
On the North of the Golden Horn, stand the ex^ 
tensive suburbs of Pera and Galata. Fromthei 
, fortress known as the Tower of Galata, to tho 
; Seraglio Point, at the modem Alai Kiosk, a 
i -breads of about five hundred yards, a massive,* 
■ double chain, supported at convenient distances by 

i. huge, wooden piles, and efifectually forbidding in- 
gresQ, was drawn across the harbour. Behind thi$ 
I chain, were ranged twenty galleys, all which the 
i avarioe of Stryphnus had permitted to remain of 

I the once magnificent navy of his Country. 
The memorable events which followed have beeq 
unusually, ]prhapsiBingulaTly, fortunate in the con« 
temporary iikislxafion which they have obtained! 
A writer not less competent to procure authefttia 
information than the Marshal of Champagne, andJ 

i2 ^ 
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spparently, not less faithful in recording it, Was 
found among the Greeks ; and, by a comparison of 
the pages of Nicetas with those of Villehardouin, 
we obtain a living portraiture of the feelings and 
the actions both of the besieged and the besiegers ; 
we become intimately acquainted with all that was 
inflicted and was suffered ; we learn, in detail, 
everything which intra muros peccatur et extra. 
Nicetas was a citizen of Chonae, in Phrygia, the 
Colosse of St. Paul ; and he had raised himself, 
successively, to the high honours of Senator, Judge 
of the Veil, and Logothete of the Empire. The 
importance of the last-named office will be best 
estimated by the representation of the Historian 
himself, who compares it to the Chancellorship of 
the Latin monarchies, and assigns to it the su- 
preme guardianship of the laws and revenue. 
After sharing in the miseries of the capture of 
Constantinople, he retired to Nice, and there com- 
posed his elaborate History, which embraces some- 
what more than his own times ; commencing with 
the death of Alexius Comnenus in 11 17, and pro- 
ceeding to the year which followed those trans- 
actions of which we are now immediately treating. 
Of the facts which concern our present narration, he 
was, for the most part, an eye-witness ; and of those 
things which he presents from accredited rumour 
or on private authority, his station and talents 
rendered him a fit and able judge. To those who 
oeek only for agreeable reading, his style is most 
repulsive ; and, in order to be understood, it must 
be divested of much affectation and many florid 
and inflated metaphors. One of his editors, in- 
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deed, has broadly stated that he would rather woric 
in the mines than translate from Nicetas when he 
indulges in the Poetic vein *. But, having once 
made allowance for this tendency, it is not difficult 
to separate the exaggerations of his Rhetoric from 
the sobriety of Truth. That he regarded the in- 
vaders in general, and the Venetians in particular, 
with the most bitter detestation, renders him not 
the less desirable witness for our purpose ; for he 
thus becomes a more effectual counterpoise to the 
Latin authorities. And it is not a little to the 
credit of his impartiality, that he speaks of tlie 
usurper Alexius, even after his fall, with generous 
and unexpected, perhaps with undeserved, ap- 
proval. * His gentleness and mercy,' says toe 
panegyrist, ' were of no common order ; he 
never tore out eyes nor mutilated limbs ; he had 
no pleasure in butchery ; and, during his reign, no 
matron, through his agency, was clad in mourning.' 
What volumes are compressed in these few lauda- 
tory words, in testimony of the general horrors of 
the Byzantine Government ! 

It was of some importance that the disposition 
- of the populace of Constantinople should be ascer*^ 
• tained ; with what degree of attachment they rt* 
garded their existing ruler, with what recollections 
they turned to their deposed Princes. For this 
purpose, on the morning after their haughty dis* 
missal of the Greek Envoy, the Doge of Venice 
and the Marquis of Montferrat embarked on board 
a galley, bearing with them the young Alexius. 
Accompanied by a train of Knights in otlier vessels, 

• WolAiu, sneaking of his Prommium. 
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they rowed under the iralls, more in an amicable 
than a warlike guise, from the point of the Golden 
Horn to the Seven Towers. Along this line,"- they 
eadiibited the Prince, proclaimed his wrongs^ 
^pealed to the compassion and the fid^ity of hia 
Ewbjects, and sought to awaken both thiar fears 
and their affectlcms. But. the attempt was fruit* 
less, and the throngs on the waUs were either silent* 
or made hostile demonstrations. It may be doubted 
whether they entertained any real preference for 
either of the contending parties.; enslaved by a 
debasing tyranny, they were careless beneath what 
despot they should crouch, .and the feeling wiucfa 
most strongly influenced them waa dread of' that 
hand which could be more immediately raised ta 
punish. 

On the tenth moming (July 6) after their arriral^ 
it was resolved to attempt the passage of the Bo»^ 
phorus ; and the part selected was not far below the 
spot ennobled by the Bridge of Darius. Before they 
addressed themselves to this dangerous eiiterpriae,. 
for such, previously to the events it might justly ' 
be considered. Mass was celebrated in the pveseoce 
of' the whole army. The Bidiops and Cleingy ex* 
horted their people, instructing them that in thisj 
extremity, in wlneh none could foresee what migbt^ 
be God's pleasure coneaming him, it was the doty * 
of every one to ocmfess his sins and dispose of hia 
worldly possessions. . This counsel was received 
with ferv^it zeel and devotion. At length, the 
appointed moment having azrtved, the van^mod 
embarked under the comiwmd of Count BaMwin^. 
who was followed by more good lances, archers* 
and cross-bowmen than any* otheci Lord of the 
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an&y. Four other diviaions succeeded, respec- 
tively led by Henry, broth«: of the Count of 
Elanders, the Coui^ of St. Paul and Blols^ and 
Matthew of Montmorency. In the last, were e»* 
n^ed Villehardouin himself and the flower of the. 
Gallie chivalry. The largest band^ Lombards,. Tus*- 
cans, Germans and Piedmontese, composed the rear, 
wluch was intrusted to the Marquis of Montferrat. 
The mass of soldiery crowded the heavy vessels 
uader the gmdance and protection of the galleys, 
and the Knights, armed from head to foot, votdi 
tbeir horses ready housed aod saddled, entered the . 
paland^s. As the day advanced, the Sun shone 
brightly, and displayed Alexius with his cousatless 
ho^ awaiting the onset, on the opposite shore. 
Tbfe trumpets sounded, and the galleys moved for« 
wardy eaeh towing a heavier transpcH^t ; none asked 
who was to be foremost, but every man pushed 
on with all his might to land.. As they neared the 
Western bank^ the Knights started up from the 
paknders, and, armed as they were, helxur-laeed, 
and lanee in hand, leaped baJdrick-deep into the 
sea. Nor were the archers, Serjeants, aad arbe* 
lestriers less eager than their Lords, each compaoiy 
foiming on the spot where their vessels- touehed 
the ground ; and the Greeks, after a faint shew of 
resistance, fled before the Iftoees crossed each 
cAsXi As soon as the shore was cleared, the: 
ports were evened, the bridges let down from the 
palandeiSv and, the horses haying disembariied, the- 
Knights mounted, and the six divisions fosmed 
aoeording to pceomeerted orders The van, uoder 
Count Bakiwin, advanced <to ihe^ camp fromiwhieh 
Alexius had be^ld thekf hindiiig ; it was akeady 
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abandoned, and afforded a rich booty to the con- 
querors. For the night, they took post near the 
Tower of Galata, in a quarter named Stenon, which 
was at that time, as it is now under its modem deno- 
mination Hassa Kai, allotted to the Jews. At dawn 
of the following day, they repulsed a sortie from 
the tower, and, gaining possession of its gate 
before the fugitives were able to close it, they 
stormed the castle with great slaughter, and esta- 
blished themselves within its walls. The possefik 
sion of this fortress materially assisted the opera- 
tions against the harbour, the mouth of which it 
commanded. A favourable breeze sprang up, 
and the Venetian galleys, setting all sail, bore 
down upon the huge chain, without molestation 
from the shore. For a while, it resisted the shock, 
and the mariners endeavoured, but in vain, to 
sever its massive links with gigantic shears con* 
Btructed for the purpose. At length, one vessel 
more fortunate than its mates, and realizing the 
good omen of its name The Eagle, {VAquila)^ 
succeeded in breaking through the boom« The 
whole navy triumphantly followed, and the total 
destruction of the little squadron opposed to it 
ensued. Some of the vessels were instantly cap- 
tured, some ran under the city walls and were sunk, 
after having been abandoned by their crews ; many 
of whom clung to the fragments of the broken 
chain, still suspended from its palisades, and 
gained the land by swarming along them as on 
a rope. 

The assault of the city now became an object of 
discussion. Should the sea-line be attempted from 
the port ? or should the efforts of the besiegers be 
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directed against the long Western wall which 
fronted the land ? The Venetians, accustomed to 
maritime operations, and confident of victory oa 
their own element, promised to mount the ram*- 
parts by planting ladders from their ships. ITie 
French Knights, on the other hand, preferred the 
solid earth and the open plain. Fearless while 
mounted on their steeds and couching their lancels, 
they shrank from a mode of warfare with which 
they were imperfectly acquainted. In the end, it 
was determined to make a combined attack both 
by sea and land; each nation choosing that method 
oi approach with which it was most familiar. 

• After four days' rest, the fleet moved up the 
harbour, and the land-forces advanced at the same 
time along the shore, in order to round the head 
of the gulf, and take post under the walls. A 
march of about seven miles brought them to the 
extremity of the Golden Horn, where the little 
rivers Barbyses and Cydaris, uniting their beds, 
discharge themselves, by a single channel, into a 
small bay ; which, from the purity of its waters and 
its abundant produce of fish, is known to modem 
ears as Le8 Eaux doiices ; a far more picturesque 
title than that given it by the Turks, Kiat-hane^ 
or by the present Greeks, Kartaricos, both of 
which names refer only to the paper-mills now 
deforming the beauty of the scene. The passage 
of these streams might have been easily defended; 
but the Greeks had been contented to break down 
the stone bridge which traversed them, and to 
retire within their walls. A day and a night com- 
pleted its reparation, and, though the besieged, 
at the lowest estimate, outnumbered the besiegers 
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in the proportion of twenfy to one *, tbey loc^ced 
OB withoist Tentuzmg to oppose. The six divisions 
passed the river in sucoessioa, and sat domm betoe 
the city. Too few for a regdar investment, it wa& 
biik a sbgle gate (probacy that which is novr 
loiown as Egri Kaponm} against whidi they w^re^ 
able to Klirect their efforts. The position chosen 
for their camp was at. thae North-western angte^ 
between the Palace. of Blacfaemae and the Gastlet 
of Boemond, and here they were labcoiottsly em- 
ployed in bringing up tiiieir axtiUery^ constracting 
thetr- works, and plaxKliBg their scorjHons, cata- 
pults, mangonels, and perriereft. Few moments: 
could be snatched for repose, for they were ha- 
rassed by perpetual sallies, and they could not eat, 
nor rest, nor sleep, except in aims. The at-> 
tacks were renewed six or seven times each day; : 
and many of them, headed by Theodore Lascaris, . 
a son-in-law of the Bmperor, who was destined to 
great subsequent distinction, occasioned severe loss. 
Oflen, however, did they chase back the Greeks 
under their very walls, till they were themselves 
forced to retreat from the voUeys of stones hurled 
upon them by the Garrison. The more efiectnally 
to secure theur camp, they fortified it with stout 
baorriers and paHaades. But an enemy, caorrying 
greater terror than the swords of the Gredcs, 
weatened to commencer its inroads, and their 
sitnatiDn increased in peril every houx. They 

*" We dare not venture npon numbers. Fven In modem cam- 
paS«BS» with aU the llghta of . Ouettce and Conuniaaaiiiat rdonu* , 
tbay ase for the most part vague and unaatiafactory . ViOehardoiiia 
certainly impUes that there were at leaat 6U0,000 men in Constanti. 
nople capable of bearing arms. The Fhuiks, after their desertions 
and loaaes, eould scareely ezeeed aO|M9. 
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diced not forage, beyond four bowHsIioti^ from tbeir 
tents, and even then -only in large parties. Thekt 
&&Ai proTisions having been exhausted, they had. 
iBCourse to theic horses, and when these had been 
killed, and this resource failed also, a little meal 
aoEid.a little salted meat now constituted their whole. 
stcnre. Their supplies, even of this kind, at the - 
oommeneement of this most esctraordinary siegers 
bad not been calcnla^ed for more than three weekel 
oansumption. 

Ten days out of that peciod had passed away ; . 
and their greatest hazard was exposure to farther 
delay.. Tliesr preparations were completed on the. 
land side, and the Venetiaits were eqindly ready in. 
the harbour ; so that, on the morning of the 17th. 
of July, four of the six divisions advanced from, 
the camp, headed by the Count of Flanders and, 
his brother, the Counts of Bkis and of St. Paul^, 
wlnle the reserve of Champagners and Biirgu&- 
dianSy under tiie Marquis of MontfeTrBt and 
Matthew de Montmorency, kept, guard over the; 
camp. Much injury had already beiNi suffered by 
the outer wall, against which the united foiroe of. 
not less than two hundred and fi% asgines had 
been directed ; and the ponderous stones whi<^ they ' 
were constructed to hurl had, in many instances^ 
readied and destroyed parts of the spl^viid archie - 
tacture within the city itself. Two ladders were; 
suecessfully raised against a barbican, defended! 
chiefly by aband of Pisans whom hatred of Ve^ 
niee had attached to the Emperw, and. by a ruder- 
and yet more formidable battalion, celebrated; 
in Byzantine History as VarcmgU and called by 
'VBl^ardoum. Danes and EngUsL They were,. 
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Wobably, the descendants of Saxons or of Anglo- 
Danes, who had fled from England, nearly a cen- 
tury and a half before, to escape the tyranny con- 
sequent upon the Norman conquest, and who 
having tendered their services to the I** Alexius, 
and given ample proofs of their strength and 
valour, were formed into an Imperial body guard 
as early as the year 1081. Their weapon was a 
ponderous battle-axe, a more than equal match 
for even the double-handed sword of the Crusa^ 
ders ; yet, in spite of these Barbarians, for such 
they were not unjustly considered, a gallant hand- 
ful of fifteen warriors, all, except two of them. 
Knights, gained the summit of the wall ; but, be^- 
fore they could be supported, the defenders rallied 
and drove them back Two, says Villehardouin, 
remained prisoners, and were carried before the 
Emperor Alexius, to his singular gratification. 
He nad not participated in the combat, but looked 
on from the summit of a lofty tower. Many other 
of the assailants were grievously hurt or wounded, 
and, the attack having entirely failed, the French 
retired to their camp, broken and dispirited. 

The Venetians had been far more successfdi. 
In their preparations, they had displayed extraor- 
dinary skill, and exhausted every branch of miK* 
tary art then known. Their decks were crowded 
with warlike engines, and protected from the ef* 
fects of fire by a thick covenng of ox-hides ; and, 
in order to gain the ramparts, they had framed 
rope-ladders, which could be let down, at will, from 
the extremities of the yard-arms, and which, from 
their great height, overtopped the city walls. These 
drawbridges, as they neared the shore, were lowered, 
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and poured forth swarms of combatants upon th^ 
heads of the astonished garrison. But their 
triumph must be told in the dramatic words of 
Yillehardouin. ^ Their vessels, marshalled in a 
line which extended more than three bow-shots^ 
began to approach the towers and the wall which 
stretched along the shore. The mangonels were 
planted upon the decks, and the flights of arrows 
and quarrels were numberless, yet those within 
the city valiantly defended their posts. The 
ladders on the ships approached tne walls so 
closely that in many places it became a combat 
of sword and lance, and the shouts were so great 
that they were enough to shake sea and earth ; 
but the galleys, notwithstanding, could find no 
opportunity of reaching the land. Now you 
shall hear of the dauntless valour of the Duke of 
Venice ; who, old and blind as he was, stood upon 
the prow of his galley, with the standard of St. 
Mark spread before him, urging his people to push 
on to the shore on peril of his high displeasure. 
By wondrous exertions, they ran the galley ashore^ 
and, leaping out, bore the banner of St. Mark 
before him on the land. When the Venetians 
saw the banner of St. Mark on the land, and that 
their Duke's galley had been the first to touch the 
ground, they pushed on in shame and emulation ; 
and the men of the palanders sprang to land, in 
rivalry with each other, and commenced a fiirioua 
assault. And I, Geoffry de Villehardouin, Mar- 
shal of Champagne, the author of this Work, 
affirm, that it was asserted by more than forty 
persons, that they beheld the banner of St. Mark 
planted upon one of the towers, and none could 
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•^ t^ by what hsod it was plmled there ; st whidi 
miraculous siffht^ the beei^ed fled a&d deserted the 
walls, while me invaders rushed in headlong, striv- 
ing who should be foremost ; seized upon twenty- 

,£ve of the towers, and garrisoned tiiem with thsbr 
soldiers. And the Dubs despatched a boat widi 
the news of his success to the Barons of the army, 
ktling them know that he was in possession of 
twenty-five towers, and in no danger of being 

. dislodged.' 

The invisible standard-bearer, who struck terror 
into the besieged and animated his comrades, was 
probably some gallant soldier, killed (like one of 

• our own brave countrymen, under similar circum- 
stances, on the ramparts of Seringi^iatam) in the 
very moment of his trkunph. The Venetiaza, 
when once established, with charactenstic pru- 
dence, secured their booty, and began to send the 
horses and palfreys which they had captured, in 
boats to the camp; and wMle they were thus 
employed a fresh body of Greeks returned to 
the charge. In order to maintain their ground, 
the Venetians set fire to the houses between them- 
selves and the approaching enemy, against wh<Hn 
this terrible expedient proved an insurmountable 
barrier*. 

To change their attack, and to press iqpon that 
portion . of the besiegers which had been already 
repulsed, was the obvi<His policy of the Greeka; 

* Sismondl states that the Greeks and Franks imitnally accnaed 
•-each other of being authors of this fire. Both Nicetas and Ville- 
luwdouki positively attribute it to the Venetians, in whom it is 
plain the last-named author cooaiden it to bsve been a piece of ex- 
cellent Generalship. 
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xadi AleMug, in spte of fatsunwarlike tempera- 
anent, . ^aoed himBelf at the head of }hs myriads, 
.and directed a saily from three gates at once, in 
-tiie hope of joyerwhehning the camp. Each of 
ihe sixty hsttaMonB which the Greeks brought into 
.the field ontnumibered any of the six opposed to it ; 
and the w«hole {tlaln seemed aiiye with aimed men, 
w&o adrameed slowly aaad in good order. Had 
the Crusaders moTed forward^ they must ha^e 
, been surrounded and swept away ; but forming 
ioefore their paMsades, which effectually guardeki 
their rear, they placed their Hne so that its flanks 
\also were protected. The crossbowmen and ar- 
chers ranged in front, the horses formed the 
second line, and, behind these, were drawn up the 
infantry. Two hundred Knights, whose horses had 
been slaughtered, either for food or in battle, 
served that day on loot ; -and, thus arrayed, they 
jawaited their enemies, already within bow-shot. 
At that fearfiil crisis, intelligence of the peril of 
has fidends was coaiyeyed to Dandolo, and the 
. noble-minded veteran lost not a moment in' aban- 
'dcming the toswers which he had so hardly won, 
and in hastening to share the fate of his brethren 
in arms. Declaring that he would live or die wif^ 
the Pilgrims, andhimsedf descending the first from 
the walls, he rushed to the camp, bearing with him 
every hand that could be spared from his fleet, 
little, however, would this slender reinforcement 
•liave availed, if ^e courage of Alexius had equalled 
his overwhelming force. Whatever might have 
been his own loss (for there is no doubt that the 
Franks would have ^old their lives most deariy), 
ihe total destmctioai of his enemies must have been 
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the result of repeated charges ; and these were 
urged upon him by the ardour of Lascaris. Y^, 
for a long time, the opposed lines gazed on each 
other without a movement; the Greeks too ti- 
morous to advance, the Pilgrims too prudent to 
quit their barricades. At length, the Emperor, 
despairing of success or apprehensive of disaster, 
gave the signal for retreat; and his steps were fol- 
lowed, slowly and cautiously, by the Latin Knights, 
astonished at this unexpected good fortune. ' And 
indeed,' says the honest Villehardouin, ' God never 
delivered people from more imminent peril than that 
which this day threatened the Pilgrims, the boldest 
of whom rejoiced when it was passed.* Worn 
with toil and fatigue, they put off their armour ; 
but their quarters were dreary and comfortless, 
they were straitened for provisions, and the dan- 
ger which they had just escaped must again be 
confronted on the morrow. The Venetians, in- 
deed, might console themselves with their glory. 
They had displayed the most eminent of all mili- 
tary virtues, courage, promptitude, fidelity ; and, 
with a result which does not always accompany 
merit, they had not only deserved success, but they 
had also attained it. 

' But, behold,' exclaims the pious Chronicler, 
^ the miracles of our Lord ! who displays them 
according to his pleasure.' Strange rumours from 
the city broke the night-watches of the camp, and 
intelligence the most joyous and the most un- 
looked-for was confirmed at dawn. Stragglers 
arrived, from time to time, all agreeing in the 
same story, that the usurper, terrified by the firm- 
ness of the besiegers, and, perhaps, also by the 
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mnnnurs of his own citizens, had collected, 
during the night, such portable treasure as he 
could secure, a vast sum in gold, and the rich 
jewels of the crown ; and, with liis daughter Irene 
and a few followers whom he could trust, had 
hastily embarked and fled to Debeltos (Zagora), 
an obscure village in Bulgaria. The fear of ge- 
neral anarchy, so likely to be consequent upon this 
desertion of the throne, strongly impressed Con^ 
Btantine, the chief Eunuch of the Palace, to whom 
4his shameful abandonment was earliest known. 
Jt was necessary to find some head of the State ; 
And none appeared so fit, either to calm intestine 
discord or to conciliate the enemy under the 
walls, as the rightful but deposed Prince. Isaac 
Angelus was awakened, at midnight, in his dun- 
geon ; and, in the messengers of his restoration to 
■sovereignty, the sightless old man most probably 
anticipated, though falsely, the ministers of a 
bloody execution. After eight years' captivity, he 
was again invested with the Imperial robes ; led 
by the hand* (how touchinffly does the single 
word used by ^icetas imply his helplessness !) to 
the Palace of Blachemae, seated on his former 
throne, and deafened afresh with protestations of 
allegiance. The Barons and the young Alexius 
were overjoyed at this wondrous intelligence ; so 
wondrous as, at first, to exceed belief. The Greeks, 
proverbially, were little to be trusted, and caution 
was requisite in accepting their first report. The 
Chiefs, therefore, awaited its confirmation in the 
camp and under arms, till at length, when an ex- 
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change of couriers had removed all doubt, ihej 
gave way to their intense feelings of delight. 
Thanks were devoutly rendered by all to Heaven ; 
^nd never, says the brave and sincere Marshal of 
Champagne, was greater joy manifested since the 
Creation. 

. Their first step was to depute an embassy to the 
restored Emperor, requirmg his confirmation of 
ihe Treaties entered into by his son, whom, till this 
agreement was ratified, they detained as a hostage. 
Matthew de Montmorency, Villehardouin, and two 
Venetian Knights, were commissioned for this ser- 
vice. The ambassadors, being conducted to the 
walls, alighted from their horses, and found 
the Danes and the English, with their axes, 
janged from the gate to the Palace of Blar 
xshernee. There, they beheld the Emperor Isaac, 
attired in such splendour as to dazzle their ima- 
gination ; the Empress, a most fair lady, the 
daughter of the King of Hungary, sat beside 
him ; and there were such crowds of high Lords 
And noble dames, clothed in magnificent vesture, 
that there was scarcely room to pass ; for all those 
who yesterday were the Emperor's enemies, were 
now become the most submissive of his firimids. 

They were received with courtesy, and admitted 
to a private audience. In this cojaference, Ville- 
hardouin, who was spd^eeman, urged the rati- 
fication of the Treaty, at the especial suit of 
the young Prince who had entered into it. 
^ What are the terms V inquired the Emperor ; 
jmd he heard, for the first time, «f spintuai 
submission to the Roman See, and the pav- 
ment of 200,000 mme^ ' This covenant,^ he 
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replied, ' is of no trifling importance, nor do I see 
how we shall be able to fulfil it. But you have so 
well deserved both of him and me, that if we were 
to give you the whole Empire, it would not exceed 
your merits/ This said, he formally assented to 
the Treaty, and appended to it the golden seal of 
the Empire. On the notification of this event in 
the camp, the Barons- conducted the young Alexius, 
with much pomp, into Constantinople, where the 
light populace received their banished Prince and 
their foemen of yesterday, with loud testimonies 
of joy. The Emperor possessed too accurate ac- 
^aintance with the iickle disposition of his Coun* 
trymen to confide in these outward signs of amity; 
«nd, as a wise precaution, he earnestly implored 
the Barons, and even his son, to shift their pre- 
sent quarters and to re-occupy Stenon ; thus 
Biterposing the bay between their troops and the 
eiliaens ; and by lessening their opportunities of 
eomtbunication, at the same time diminishing 
the chances of quarrel. 

The Coronation of the joint Emperors (for 
Alexius became associated with, his father) was 
celebrated on the 1st of August ; and as soon as 
this day of pageantry (the ceremonials of which 
are minutely described by Ramusio^) had closed, 
tiiey sought means of discharging their heavy debt 
to the Latins. The Imperial treasury, well nigh 
eadiausted by the profuse luxuries of the late 
usurper in the first instance, and afterwards by his 
plunder in the moment of flight, oould afford but 
a scanty pittance towards ihe fearful amount of 
8(M),000 marcs. But the property of such as were 

•Ub.U.p,92,ftc. 
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known to have supported the fallen Alexius was 
confiscated ; his Empress Euphrosyne, whom he 
had abandoned, was stripped of her jewels ; the 
plate and consecrated vessels of the Churches were 
melted down, and the holy Images despoiled of 
their ornaments. A first instalment was thus 
raised amid the curses of the people from whom 
it was torn ; and the Barons, on receiving it, faith- 
fully restored to each of their followers the sum 
advanced by him at Venice for his passage. Other 
causes, beside their, impoverishment, contributed 
to inflame the animosity of the Greeks against 
the strangers, and to weaken whatever attachment 
they might feel for the restored Emperors. The 
Princes lived in disunion. Troops of knavish 
Astrologers found encouragement from the im« 
becility of Isaac Angelus, and his Palace was 
thronged with fawning and parasitical Monks, 
* a long-bearded and God-hated train,' for whom 
Nicetas, who so styles them, expresses yet greater 
abhorrence than for the pretenders to divination. 
By tliese joint impostors, the doating fancy of the 
impotent old man was amused with predictions of 
renovated bodily vigour and extended political 
dominion. He believed that he was to become 
repossessed of sight, to cast off his other infir- 
mities, as the snake disencumbers himself from 
his slough, and to arise in rejuvenescence, more 
like a god than a man. The sceptres of both 
Empires were to be grasped by his single hand, 
and in his person was to be displayed the mag- 
nificence of universal sovereignty. From some 
absurd belief in the potency of talismans, he 
removed from the Hippodrome to his Palace an 
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Image of the Caledonian Boar, the presence of 
which near his person he fancied to he a sure pre- 
Teutive of sedition. The populace, more pardon- 
able for their superstition, about the same time 
destroyed a colossal statue of Minerva, whose arm, 
extending towards the West, was supposed to have 
beckoned the invaders. Inflated by his idle hopes, 
Isaac Angelus could ill brook the partner with 
whom, in the first moments of liberty, he had con- 
sented to share his throne ; and, in the ambition or 
the thoughtlessness of his son, he hourly discovered 
countless objects of jealousy. The Greeks also 
found in him no less obvious defects. Of his 
person, Nicetas speaks with bitter contempt; 
likening his face, perhaps red and swollen with 
intemperance, to that of some fire-breathing Spirit, 
or ' the Incendiary Angel.' The manners of the 
Latins were alien from those of Constantinople ; 
and the young Prince, owing to his long inter- 
course with foreigners, adopted customs and per- 
mitted freedoms which his severer Countrymen 
regarded, perhaps not unjustly, as degrading the 
majesty of the purple. They mourned to see the 
iepresentative of the Caesars surrounded by loose 
associates, whom he raised to his own level, or 
rather to whose baseness he descended, by par- 
taking their games of chance and boisterous re- 
velry. And when, in an unseemly frolic, one of 
his boon companions snatched the golden diadem 
from the Imperial head, and exchanged it for the 
coarse, woollen cap by which his own was covered, 
they may be forgiven if they considered the latter 
as most fit to chrcle the brows of their unprincely 
Sovereign. 
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So erident were liieir feelings of discontent, 
that Aleadus contemplated widi dismay the ap- 
proaching depaitore of liiose to whom he nofr 
only owed the possession of his crown, but upon: 
whose continued presence he chiefly relied foe 
maintaining it ; and, in order to secure this: 
object, he commenced a fresh negotiation. Nolt 
a>ncealing that he was so bitterly hated that if 
they quitted him he should perhaps lose both hia 
Empire and his life^ he proposed that their stay 
should be prolonged till the following March. 
For this extension of service, he promised to pay 
tiie whole subsidy now due to the Venetians, and 
to continue the association for ano&er year by ar 
new grant. All supplies needed for the army 
should be furnished by him while' they remained ; 
his revenues during that period would enable him^ 
to discharge his whole debt ; his navy would be 
equipped and his army recruited to accompany 
them to the Holy Land ; and, instead of a winter's 
voyage, they would have the entire summer befoxe 
them for their campaign. 

To accede to this proposal was to postpone y^ 
longer the original and avowed object of the 
Christian armament ; whose proceedings had been 
hitherto no more than episodes to the great action 
£or which it had been associated. The Holy See 
would assuredly condemn the delay, and yet, since 
theiniate success, even the Venetians had sou^ 
and gained its spiritual favour. Without humilia- 
tion, with scarcely an acknowledgment of disobe- 
dience, and certainly without any atonement for ity 
they had asked absolution, and had received it*. 

* Getta, Innocentii ill. 91, oiwtfMuratori, Ui. 
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The reply of the Legate whom they addressed 
sufficiently shows the straits to wlach hb Court 
was redueed by 1^ unbending indifibience of this 
hau^ty Republic: ^I absolve you/ he wiote^ 
^though you have in no wise tendered salis&ctioa 
foryoursin; foritis betterthat I should retain yotb 
kme and halt, than lose you as altogether dead;: 
aad your leprosy, if permitted to continue, may 
^:!OW contagious, and infect others.' In spite of 
Stis ungracious pasdon, Dandolo, whose sagacity 
foresaw, in a prolonged connection with Constant 
tioople, much chaace of increasing the commercial 
prosperity of his Country and of consolidating 
establishments now in their infancy, but little 
hesitated once again to incur the Papal displeasure ; 
and) chiefly through t^e Venetian influence in the 
Council, the terms of Alexius were accepted. The 
Doge received his price by payment of the freight 
of his vessels ; and, the spirit of traffic spreading 
through the camp, the Marquis of Montferrat en^ 
gaged to accompany the young Emperor, with s 
great band of men at arms, in order to subdue dm 
Thracian Provinces which stili opposed his such 
cession. 1600 pounds of gold purchased this assist* 
ance^ and it was not dearly bought ; for, wherevex 
the confederates appeared, the Greeks thronged tor 
profiler their allegiance. 

During the absence of this expedition, the je»* 
lousy between the Greeks and Lathis was bitterly 
exasperated by the occurrence of a horrible caia^ 
mity. Villehardouin, either ignorant of its real 
cause or willing to conceal the violence of ha 
comrades, states that an affiray arose between the 
Franks and the citizens, and that, during theii 
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quarrel, a fire was occasioned by unknown per* 
iaons« Nicetas is more particular, and he speaks 
of a troop of Flemings, Pisans, and Venetians 
which assaulted and plundered a place of worship, 
named Mitatua^ belonging to the Saracens. The 
owners defended it and were assisted by the Greeks, 
and, in revenge, the rioters fired some adjoining 
houses. Be the truth as it may, and there is no 
improbability in the account given by Nicetas, 
neither by him nor by Villehardouin is any authority 
afforded for the misplaced sneer with which Gibbon 
has related the transaction. The fires in Constan- 
tinople, from its foundation to the present hour, 
have far exceeded in devastation and extent those 
occurring in any other great city ; but all, says 
Nicetas, that ever happened were as nothing i» 
comparison with this. No power of Man could 
extinguish or even check it. The Barons, en- 
camped on the opposite side of the port, watched 
the progress of the wide- spreading blaze with 
«larm and trouble ; Palaces and Churches sank in 
ashes to the ground, and whole streets, piled with 
the costliest merchandise, fell a prey to the insatiate 
greediness of the flames. From the harbour, they 
Stretched, through the most crowded districts of 
&e city, across the entire peninsula to the very 
opposite sea. The stately domes of Sta. Sophia 
were endangered, and, during eight days, the raging 
of the fierce element baffled all human efforts, 
presenting a front of fire which extended more 
than three miles in length. The loss of property 
and of lives forbade all estimate ; and, in order to 
escape both from the conflagration and the fury of 
.the sufierers, who, whether justly or otherwise, 
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£xed upon the Latins as the authors of their mis- 
fortune, fifteen thousand settlers, the descendants 
of families who had domiciled in Constantinople 
and had enjoyed great privileges ever since th& 
reign of Manuel, abandoned their dwellings, crossed 
the Golden Horn, and threw themselves on the 
protection of the Pilgrims. Among these were 
numerous Pisans, who, in this necessity, forgot 
their national jealousy against Venice. From that 
hour, mutual suspicion was aroused between the 
Greeks and Latins ; confidence was at an end^ 
and the equalizing, commercial arrangements 
which had placed both nations on a par, were 
wholly destroyed. 

Alexius returned from his successful campaign 
in November, apparently more to the joy of ms al- 
lies than of his subjects. Nevertheless towards the 
former his relations had undergone material change. 
The murmurs of the Greeks were loud, for severe 
exactions to glut the rapacity of ambiguous friends 
had reduced them to poverty ; their city had been 
fired by Barbarians ; and, above all, their feelings 
had been wounded in the tenderest point, by a 
violation of their Religion. The walls of Sta. 
Sophia had been profaned by a declaration of the 
Supremacy of a foreign Priest, and their native 
Patriarch had been compeQed to announce from 
the depth of his own Sanctuary that the head of 
that abomination, the Western Heresy, was the 
legitimate successor of St. Peter. On the other 
hand, the Barons complained, no less impatiently, 
of the tardy fulfilment of the brilliant promises 
which had induced their stay ; and they were ill 
inclined to make allowances for the distress, created 
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ia great part hiy themselvBS, wliich rendered tlieiir 
payments inegtdar and deficient. Upon the 
motives wliich guided the conduct of Alexius it ia 
impossible to decide,, but they were probably of s 
mixed nature. Even if his wishes inclined towairda 
hia benefieictors, the very inability which he felt 
todischiNrge his debt of gratitude might awakes 
diame ; and he might, under this consciousnesa^ 
be unwilling for the present to renew his hithertCK 
fimiiliar intercourse. Or again, a belief that his 
power had struck deep root, and that he no longer 
seeded the support on which he had heretofore 
leaned, might prompt him to throw aside that a»* 
sistance which now, in his confirmed strength, heoe'-' 
gaided but as an incumbrance. To strengthen these 
suggestions, the insidious counsels of a favouritB 
and a kinsman were not wanting ; and he who most 
loudly denounced the Franks was one who well 
knew how to reap profit from the quarrel, if he 
eouid but excite it This false friend was Alexiua 
Angelus Ducas, better known in History by the 
sobriquet Mourtzouphlus *, denoting the bhids 
and shaggy eyebrows which met each other on hift 
fiarehead. He is believed to have been second 
cousin to the Emperor, and this connection with 
the Imperial blood, joined to his high dignity oi 
ProtovesHarey afforded ample opportunities^ which 
he was far too politic to neglect, of poisoning the 

* It is not easy to nnrayel the etymology of the name of Monrt* 
xoophius. We have followed Nlcetas, St U tw ^wuhrw^mi rmg 
•^vr, »mi •Uv TMt i^mXfUte i^m^fuur^t, it^ riif mmip^fiam 
wnifiMif "UM^l^w^Xti. The transitioii from this reason to tlM 
name itself is an intricate one; but that which we find in Gunther 
is yet more so, qui VurHphHo, id ett flos cordis, in gente Utd voea- 
Aster. (Bitt, CamtmU, p. 8.) 
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eaos of his SoTemgQs. Whether fiom necea* 
•iiy or compulsion, from imbecility or ingratitode, 
Alexius became cold, distant, and reserved to hia 
former intimates. His visits to the can^ wem 
brbf and unfrequ^it ; his payments, at first wrung 
from him with difficulty and inadequate to the de* 
nands of his creditors, in the eod wholly ceased^ 
To. the remonstrances of the Marquis of Mon^ 
ficnat, who still retained near access to his per-^ 
son, he exhibited inattention or impatience. The 
tiieme, indeed, could be little grateful; and up- 
bcaidings for wrongs which he wanted ability t» 
xedress, memorials of unrequit9ed services and 
v^roaches for pitiful evasions of plighted &ith^ 
were subjects as novel as they were unwelcome in 
tiia audience^chamber of a Despot of Constanta* 
nople. The unhappy youth was beset on all handft 
with difficulties ; and they were of intricacy suffif 
dent to entangle, and of weight calculated to over- 
whelm, evesL a firmer and more veteran politician. 
The Crusaders were not of a temper to be thus 
idly amused. The Doge and Barons met in- 
Coum^il; and the result of their deliberations: 
affinds one- of the most striking incidents in thisv 
ffistory of Wonders. They resolved, that the 
Emperor, as he would not fulfil his covenant, 
was therdfoce unw<»rthy of belief; that, as a last 
hope of reclaiming him, they would depute 
sufficient ambassadors to require the execution; 
of the Treaty, and to remind him of the service 
which they had performed; that if he intended 
to act justly, it were wdl; if not, that they 
should defy him in the name of all. Upon this 
most perilous and dadng enterprise, (as indeed 
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upon all others of similar character) this bearding 
oi the Emperor in his own Palace, Villehardouin 
was personally employed ; and the extraordinary 
scene which he witnessed would be robbed of its 
deep interest if paraphrased from his own simple 
and energetic relation. 'Conon de Bethune, 
Geoffrey de Villehardouin the Marshal of Cham-* 
pagne, and Miles de Brabant, were chosen Ambas- 
sadors ; and the Duke of Venice deputed three of 
his chief Counsellors. These Nobles having 
mounted their horses, their swords girt on, rode 
together to the Palace of Blachemse ; though, 
from the habitual treachery of the Greeks, it was 
no trifling danger they encountered. Having 
alighted at the gate and entered the Palace, they 
found the Emperor Alexius and his father the 
Emperor Isaac seated together on two thrones. 
Near them was the Empress, the sister of the King 
of Hungary and mother-in-law of Alexius, a 
goodly and virtuous lady. Numbers of powerful 
Lords were present, and the Court shone with more 
than the usual lustre. By desire of the other Am- 
bassadors, the wise and eloquent Conon de Bethune 
spoke first : " Sir," said he, " we are deputed to you 
by the Duke of Venice and by the Barons of the 
host, to remind you of what they have done for 
you, which, indeed, is sufficiently apparent to all 
mankind. You and your father have sworn to 
perform faithfully the covenant which you had 
made with them ; your Letters Patent to that 
purpose are in their possession ; biit, though you 
have often been called upon, you have not fulfilled 
that Treaty as you were bound to do ; and we again 
summon you, in the presence of your Lords, to 
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perfonn all that is stipulated between you and 
them. If you do so, all may be well! if you refuse, 
know, that, from this hour, they renounce you both 
as their Lord and Friend, and will pursue you to 
utter extremity. But they would have you to 
know that treason is not their practice, nor the 
fashion of their Country, nor do they make war 
upon you or on any one, without first sending an 
open defiance. This is our errand; you must 
decide according to your pleasure." The Greeks 
were exceedin^y surprised and incensed at this 
defiance, saying, that none before had dared to 
defy the Emperor of Constantinople in his own 
Palace. Alexius also testified the utmost displea- 
sure at the Ambassadors, as did all the Greek 
Lords, who had formerly been their friends. The 
tumult within was very great, but the Ambassadors^ 
turning round, reached the gate and immediately 
mounted their horses. As soon as they were 
beyond the gate, they congratulated themselves 
upon their extraordinary escape ; for it was a mercy 
that they were not murdered or imprisoned. On 
their return to the camp, they related how they 
had sped to the Barons.' 

The commencement of hostilities was immediate, 
and a war of unintermitted skirmishes ensued, in 
wliich the Franks were for the most part success- 
ful. Midwinter arrived without any decisive ad- 
vantage on either side, when a bold attempt of the 
Greeks nearly entailed the most frightfid conse- 
quences upon their enemies. The Venetian fleet, 
at anchor in the port, was alarmed ' one midnight 
by the appearance of huge, floating masses of fire, 
which covered the whole breadth of the gulf, and 
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rapidly approached their station. The troops ran 
to arms, and the ships were speedily manned from 
shore. Meantime, the cause of alarm was ascer* 
tained, and it was seen that seventeen large hullas, 
filled with combustihles, had been fired by the 
Greeks, and left to drift upon the hostile armament 
by a favourable wind. But for the courage and 
skill of the Venetians, all had been lost ; the fleet 
would have been destroyed, and the army, unable 
to disengage itself, eidier by sea or land, must 
have perished, slowly and miserably. Leaping 
into their boats, or as Ramusio has stated, pro- 
bably with a little exaggeration, into the blazing 
vessels themselves, the intrepid mariners grappled 
the fire-ships with long hooks ; dragged them out 
of the port, in defiance of the Greeks who manned 
the walls on the Southern shi^e ; and, towing them 
into the main current of the Propontis, sent them, 
Btill burning, down the straits. Tlie camp continued 
in arms during the remainder of the night, but no 
further attempt was made to disturb its repose, and 
tiie only loss sustained from this great peril was 
that of a single Pisan merchantman. 

Meantime, Constantinople was a prey to the 
most distracting anarchy. The unworthi- 
im' ^®®® of the reigning Prince had been sedu- 
lously exposed to public scorn and hatred 
by the intrigues of Mourtzouphlus, whose own 
valour, a quality which he possessed in oni* 
nence, had been as conspicuously displayed in 
some fortunate ancountars. His designs were» in 
part, successful ; little skill was wanting to cast the 
tottering Angeli from their throne ; and the chief 
difficulty was to aahalitate hmuwlf in their pkoe. 
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Xfaat he was the fomenterof a conspiracy by which 
Ihe citizens were induced to surround Sta. Sophia, 
and to clamour loudly for the election of a new 
Emperor, seems beyond dilute ; yet strange as it 
may appear, in the divisions which ensued, and 
among the numerous persons of all ranks upon 
xhose^ acceptance the crown was pressed, and by 
whom it was rejected, even at the peril of their 
lives, for it was tendered on the sword's point, his 
name was forgotten. After three days suspense, 
one puppet was raised to unsubstantial sovereign^, 
jmd Nicolas Canabus, having been saluted Emperor» 
upon compulsion, prefaced a life of imprisonment 
|]y a few hours of nominal sway. Alexius, alarmed 
for his personal safety, commenced a secret 
negotiation with the Latins, in which he agreed to 
adnnt their troops into the Palace ; and having en- 
tsusted this design to Mourtzouphlus, he thus opened 
to him the path long coveted by his ambition. 
Mourtzouphlus revealed the secret to the Eunuch 
Constantine and to the Varangian body-guard ; and 
having shaken their fidelity by shewing how mu(^ 
It was nnstrusted by their master, he burst into 
the chamber of Alexius at midnight, and awoke 
liim.with the alarming intelligence of a design of 
immediate assassination. His own kinsmen and 
the Yarangi urere announced as the insurgents ; 
the discovery of his compact with the Latms was 
assigned as the cause of their fury. A secret door 
€ipened on passives which promised concealment; 
and the adi&ighted Prince, confiding in the ttaitot 
Ibr his deliverance, afbr traversing the remote 
apartments of his Palace to an ob«mre pavilion, 
warn hunrigd infattegs to a dungf»an. A lew days 
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closed his chequered and inglorious life ; poison 
yfsa administered more than once, but ineffectually^ 
and his miseries were terminated by the bowstring; 
No violence was requisite to bring to an end tfafe 
shattered being of his blind and wretched parei^ 
Grief, terror, and infirmity prevented the necessity 
of another deed of blood ; and Isaac Angelus sank 
to the grave shortly after his second deposition. 

The murder of Alexius was soon known in the 
camp, notwithstanding the efforts of Mourtzouphlus 
to conceal it by reports of his natural death, by 
splendid obsequies, and by an affectation of sorrow. 
Yet, before the news of the demise of this Prince had 
been spread abroad, the Barons, but for the precau* 
tion of Dandolo, might have fallen victims to a snare 
spread for them by the usurper. They were in- 
vited to the city in the name of Alexius, under the 
promise of a final adjustment of their debt, and of 
large, additional proofs of Imperial bounty ; but 
the Doge suspected the artifice ; and, by prevailing 
upon his confederates not too hastily to accede to 
the offer, he preserved them from a treacherous 
massacre. On discovery of the events which had 
occurred, the Crusaders burned with resentment ; 
and in the remembrance that the deceased Prince 
had once been their friend and comrade, they 
forgot his more recent alienation from their society 
and interests. Their eagerness to avenge his death 
was stimulated by the unanimous voice of the 
Ecclesiastics ; who, for the first time, approved the 
war against Constantinople. They pronounced 
that the murderer was incapacitated from succeed- 
ing to any heritage ; and that all who were privy 
to his crime were alike accessaries and heretics. 
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War against all such was just and lawful ; and, if 
the Doge and the Barons had a sincere intention 
of conquering the land and restoring it to the 
Catholic Church, all who died in that good cause, 
repentant of their sins, should enjoy the full be- 
nefit of the pardons which the Apostle of Rome 
had granted. This discourse, we are assured, was 
very comfortable to the Barons and Pilgrims* 

The winter was, for the most part, employed in 
preparations on both sides. The Greeks could no 
longer complain of want of energy in their Em- 
peror ; and Mourtzouphlus amply proved that he 
would defend with bravery the throne which he 
had not scrupled to win by crime. He replenished 
Ae exhausted treasury, established strict discipline 
among the disorganized troops, repaired the shat^ 
tered fortifications, and, by continued application 
both of threats and encouragement, sought to in- 
spire the timid citizens with some portion of his 
own courage. Bearing an iron mace in his hand, 
he daily visited the chief posts ; and, while thus, 
recruiting his means for war, he did not neglect 
the chances of pacific negotiation. The Barons 
would have treated, and their demand for Peace 
was fifty thousand pounds of gold, about two mil- 
lions sterling. Dandolo was intrusted with the 
arrangement of the terms, and a conference was 
held between the adverse Chiefs, which sufficiently 
betokens their mutual distrust. The Emperor ap- 
peared on horseback on the shore ; the Doge 
remained in his galley ; and Nicetas afiirms 
that the parley was interrupted by a treacherous 
attempt of the Latin cavalry to surprise Mourt- 
zouphlus: Be this as it may, hostilities were 

VOL. I. L 
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recommenced; a second attempt to destroy the 
fleet of the invaders by fire proved as unavailing 
as the first ; and, in a sally which the Emperor 
afterwards headed in person, he was repulsed with 
no less disgrace than loss. Henry, Count Bald- 
win's brother, was returning, after a brilliant foray, 
from the shores of the Euxine ; the rich spoil of 
Phile, a Thracian town which he had stormed, was 
the recompense of his valour ; and his Knights 
joyously, and perhaps carelessly, were escorting 
homeward such portions of their booty as liad not 
been already transmitted to the camp. Apprised 
of these movements, the Emperor advanced by 
night, and posting in ambuscade a much superior 
force, upon their line of march, he allowed the main 
body of the Franks to pass, unmolested, with its 
plunder, nor attacked them until the rear began to 
be entangled in a wood. Changmg their front, 
the Latin Knights stood firm ; and the Greeks, 
ill-prepared for such unexpected resistance, were 
panic-stricken and fled, while twenty Chiefis of dis- 
tinction were killed or made prisoners ; and, but 
for the fleetness of his horse, the Emperor himself 
would have been captured. He did not escape 
without the unknightly abandonment of his shield, 
his chariot of arms, and his Imperial banner * ; 
and in the loss of another, and a more venerated 

* Clffpeum i^eeit Is the brief expresslou of Count Baldwin, in Uf 
Letter to the Pope. Villehardouin says that Mourtzouphlus lost 
set chars tParmes, et pardi son Qonfanon Imperial^ et une Jncone 
quHl feAsoit porter devtaU lui, ouU sefioit moult, il et H autre Ore, 
Jen oHe Aneone ire Nostre-Dame fermie (110), By the cAors 
<r«rmM, Bamiuio, among others, understands the Carroecio, which 
Ducange, howerer Inks was unknown to the Bysantine military 
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tl^idard, on the same field, the superstitioiia 
Greeks beheld an evil omen for the future contest 
The victories of the Comneni had been ascribed 
to the influence of a sacred ensign which, besides 
the propitious Image of the Virgin, bore other 
relics of immeasurable sanctity. A portion of 
the lance which [nerced the Saviour while on the 
Cross, and a tooth shed by Him in His childhood, 
were among these treasures ; and the Iconia, like 
th& Ltibarum of Constantine, hadinvariabiy marked 
the path of triumpk This trophy was, in the first 
instance, presented to the Order of Cistercians, and* 
by purchase, or by some of tiiose other less expen* 
aive processes through which, as we have before 
seen, the Venetians w^e accustomed to supply their 
reliquaries, it was afterwards transferred to Dan- 
dolo *• It was deposited in the Treasury of St. 
Mark, whence, on Festivals more especially de- 
dicated to the honour of the Virgin, it was borne 
to the High Altar, amid a blaze of lighted tapers 
and a throng of ministermg Priests, as a proud 
monument of national renown. 

Lent was near at hand before the preparati(»)s 
of the besiegers were sufficiently advanced to 
render an assault practicable ; and of the assured 
confidence with which k was then undertaken, 

€8tabli8liineiit. He believes it to have been the Emperor's baggage. 
2a tht text we have UteraUy tnnslated the term used by VUldiar. 
doitin. 

* Baldwia, in his Letter to the FOpe aays, qnam Ordini CittereiemH 
no9tri dedieaoere vietoret. Gibbon ramarks, ikat if the Banner shewn 
at Venice be gennine, ' the piona Dog« must have cheated the 
Monks of Citeanz.' Ramnsio makes it fall honestly to the share 
of his Conntrymen. Sa cum Dimduio Dud in remm dMtttte aort€ 
oNigittei. Oil. p. m,) 

l2 
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they have left a record to which History presents 
no parallel. Had they not succeeded, it would 
for ever have risen up against their memories as 
a signal record of overweening presumption: 
but coupled with their triumphs, it as signally 
displays the political wisdom and sagacity of Dan- 
dolo, to whom there can be little doubt it must be 
mainly ascribed. In order to prevent dissension 
afitT the City should be taken, it was resolved, in 
a Parliament of the Barons, held htfort it was 
attacked, that they would observe the following 
agreement : The whole spoil was to be collected 
and shared according to stipulated proportions. 
Six French and six Venetian Electors should be 
chosen for the important task of nominating an 
Emperor, for Mourtzouphlus wm to cease to 
reign. Upon the Prince thus appointed should 
be conferred a fourth part of the Capital and of 
the Provinces, together with the Palaces of Bu- 
coleon and Blachemse. The remainder, having 
been apportioned into two parts, should be equally 
divided between the French and the Venetians. 
Lastly, four-and-twenty of the most experienced 
Pilgrims, half French and half Venetians, should 
allot the fiefs and honours among their respective 
Countrymen, and determine the feudal service to 
be paid for them to the Emperor *. This extra- 

• The Treaty is given at length by Pandolo, z. 3. 32. optuf Ma- 
ratori, xii. 323. The passage in It relative to the distribution of the 
spoil is, as far as we understand it, at variance with the actual dis- 
tribution, which, as we shall see by and by, took place. The fol- 
lowing are the words of the Venetian copy of the tripartite instru- 
ment, and their discrepancy from Villehiurdouin's text has not, as 
we believe, been noticed heretofore. After stating that the whole 
booty is to be deposited in common, the Treaty proceeds-^ qu9 
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prdinary Treaty was ratified and sworn to in forms 
the most solemn which could he devised, and ex* 
communication was denounced as the penalty 
against any one who should infringe its terms. 
That its provisions were afterwards completed to 
the letter is even more deserving of wonder than 
ihat they were previously stipulated. 

The events of the former siege, and the different 
fortunes which the assailants had respectively en- 
countered, induced a material change in the plan 
pf the new attack. It was no longer thought 
advisable that the City should be invested by land; 
but that the joint force of the allies should be 
concentrated in one great naval effort. The diffi- 
culties of approach from the port had been in 
8ome degree increased; but the remembrance that 
the Venetians had once already triumphed on 
those walls, removed all doubt of similar glory 
from the sanguine anticipation of the French. 
The ramparts might have been heightened, and 
fiie towers crowneS with loftier galleries of more 
numerous stages ; but what were a few feet more 
pr less to spirits resolved on victory ? To detail 
the attack which followed would be a needless 
prepetition ; for, in all but its event, it bore a close 

tamen havere iwbis et hominihus noatria VenetU ires partes dehent 
9oM, pro illo ut havere quod Alexius quondam Jmperator, nobis et 
wUns solvere tenebatur. Quartam vero partem vobis reiinere debeiis, 
donee fuerimus ipsd solutione coaquales. Si autem aliquid residua* 
turn fueritf per medietatem inter noa et vos dividere, usquedum 
fuerimus appatiati. Si vero minus fuerit, ita quod non possit 
wufficere ad memoratum debitum persolvendum, undecunque fuerit 
prius eUctum havere acquisitum, ex eo debemus dictum ordinem ob- 
servare. Hence it would appear that, instead of there being an equal 
division, the Venetians in the very outset were to receive tliree- 
foorths of the whole. 
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resemblance to that which we have already re* 
lated. Each division embarked in its own vessels^ 
and the strictest order was preserved in the se- 
parate distribution of ships, galleys, and palanders, 
through a line of more than half a league in ex- 
tent. On the morning of the 9th of April, they 
approached that quaiter oi the City which the fire 
had most severely raviaged, between the Palace 
of Blachernae and the Monastery of Euergetes. 
In many places, the PUgrims leaped ashore and 
charged up to the very waUs, protected by shields 
of ampler size and stronger fabric than those they 
bore in common, to ward the destructive missiles 
from above. In other spots, the ladders of the 
ships were brought so near, that those who 
mounted them, and the soldiers who defended the 
walls and towers, fought hand to hand with their 
lances. About noon, after unavailing attempts 
in more than a hundred places, those who had 
landed were driven back with much slaughter 
to their ships, and the fleet was compelled to 
draw oif. 

Defeated, but not discouraged, the Barons held 
a Council, on the same evening, in the Church of 
Ss. Cosmo and Damiano. Some dejection and 
much variety of opinions might naturally be ex* 
pected ; and it was proposed to assault afresh, but 
in a different quarter, on the side of the Pro- 
pontis, where tne fortifications were less strong. 
To such a plan, Dandolo strenuously objected that 
the welMcnown current would bear the ships down 
the strait, so that they could not be brought to 
the walls. By some, as Villehardouin confesses* 
no other consummation was more devoutly sighed 
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ibr. ' Truly there were many wbo in their hearts 
wished the winds and waves might carry away the 
fleet, they cared not whither, so that they might 
quit that Country and return to their homes. It 
was a natural desire, for the dangers were very 
great/ To a Chronicler, thus frank in his avowals, 
it is not easy to refuse implicit confidence. 

In the end, it was decided that another effort 
should he renewed against the same spot, with this 
change of tactics, that, as the force on each tower 
iea exceeded that which any single ship could bring 
against it, the vessels should be linked in pairs toge« 
^r,in order that thw crews might thus, perhaps, 
obtain a numerical superiority. Two days' repose 
was granted to the wearied troops ; and, on the 
following Monday, they again armed and crossed 
the gulf. Mourtzouphlus, meantime, ektpd by his 
Mtccess&l defence, had pitched his tents near the 
Monastery Pantetoptes ; and the Imperial pavilion, 
giowing wil^ its purple tapestries, crowned the 
summit of a hill, whence the anxious Emperor, 
no idle gazer, like his unwarlike predecessor, but 
fiilfiUingallthe charges of an able General, mar- 
afadied his troops, distributed his orders, observed 
the changes of tifie fight, and regulated his defence 
accordingly. The whole forenoon was passed, 
as before, m. bloody and undecisive combat ; and, 
if fortune inclined either way, it was, perhaps, in* 
finroor of the Greeks. Towards midday, ^the 
Ixnd raised a northerly wind which drove the 
ships nearer shore.' At that moment, two galleys 
of happy omen, the Pilgrim and the Paradise^ 
(they were freighted with the holy burden of the 
Bishops of Troyes and Soissons,) bore, dqwa 
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together against one tower. Though linked*, 
they touched it on opposite sides, ^ as God and 
the winds directed/ The bridges were lowered 
from the yards, and, in an instant, almost before 
they rested upon the battlements, a Knight sprang 
forward upon each of them. They were followed 
by countless others, and the tower was gained* 
In this distinguished act of gallantry, the French 
and the Venetians were equal sharers. Andr^ 
d'Urboise survived for another field, but Pietro 
Alberto was less fortunate; he was mortally 
wounded on the very ramparts which he had won, 
by a Frank, who, in the heat of battle, mistook 
him for an enemy. 

Four other towers were speedily scaled from 
the shore ; three gates were forced, and tha 
Knights, mounting their horses, dash^ forward 
through the City to the Emperor's pavilion^ 
Mourtzouphlus had prepared for their reception, 
but his bold designs were feebly seconded ; and 
the terror of the Greeks may be learned from 
their own Historian, who speaks of a single warrior, 
of dimensions more than human, aspiring to no 
less a height than eighteen yards, and bearing on 
his brows a casque high as a turreted city, who 
penetrated to the tent of the Emperor. It can be 
no wonder that the Imperial guards fled before a 
monster so portentous ; and of those who could 
credit such a tale, it may be in turn believed, on the 
authority of Count Baldwin, that a hundred were 

* Villehardouin (127) posltlTely awerU that the ahipi were linked, 
Ramuaio, on what auUiority we know not. separates them. Bald- 
win, In his Letter to Innocent, expressly writes, Dtue naves paritcr 
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scattered by one. Unable to maintain himself, the 
Emperor retired to Bucoleon, while the Latins 
poured in at every quarter, and in each were victo- 
rious. The gate of Blachemae was choaked with 
Aigitives, and of the wounded and the dead there was 
neither end nor measure. Night alone checked the 
slaughter and pursuit, and, as it fell, the Pilgrims 
gathered in the great Square, overjoyed at the un- 
expected extent of their success, and not yet aware 
of all its wonders. The City abounded with strong 
holds in its Churches and Palaces ; of the temper 
of its dense population the conquerors were as 
yet without experience ; resistance might still be 
designed ; and, on these accounts, with wise pre* 
caution, they distributed theur stations near the 
walls. It should not be forgotten, and it was 
doubtless received as an omen at the time, that, 
on the first night of his conquest of Constanti- 
nople, Baldwin of Flanders slept in the pavilion 
which the £mperor had abandoned. 
. The night was not spent idly by Mourtzouphlus. 
Having in vain attempted to rally his adherents, 
he took refuge in the fastnesses of Thrace, after 
escaping through the Golden Gate. That gate 
had been closed for two hundred years ; and it 
bore engraven on it, an inscription, long before* 
hand regarded as prophetic, and afterwards be- 
lieved to have been fulfilled in this flight of the 
lEmperor. ' When the fair-haired King of the 
West shall come, I shall open of myself*!' — 

* Raynuldua de Diceto apud X Sertpiorei, 642. Quando veniet 
"Jtatflama OecideniaiU, ego per me iptum apertar. 

This fair complexion is again to be destructire to ConstantinojAe. 
lit. Forster, In the Notes to his MahometanUm Unvaled, ii. 491, 
ji Work which recalls to oar memories the boldness and acntenest 
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Another prediction had ensured the City from 
capture, unless through an Angel; and we axe 
informed by an authority not remote from these 
times, that the rumour of the Latin conquest was 
disbelieved, for many days, in the surrounding 
country, until it was ascertained that the walk 
had been scaled at a spot on which an Angel was 
painted*. Nor had the Eiythrean Sibyl been 
wanting in denunciations ; her mysterious oracles, 
indeed, baffle the skill of the interpreter ; but we 
collect from them dark threats of a gathering in 
the Adriatic, of a blind commander, of the pro- 
fanation of Byzantium, of the firing of her public 
buildings, and of the dispersion of her spoil f. 

On the flight of Mourtzouphhis, both Theodore 
Lascaris and Theodore Ducas attempted to rouse 
their fellow-citizens to arms, and competed for ^le 
vacant crown. The populace assembled round 
Sta. Sophia, and hailed Lascaris Emperor ; but, 
though they bestowed this barren sceptre, not all 
his exhortations could excite them to defend it, 
so that, hopeless of his Country, he too followed 
in thestepsofMourtzou|^us. The licence of a 

of Warbnrton, without his paradox or his dogmatism, has cited th« 
{"ollowing passage. Wattiehius, in ViM, MahometU {p. 158>r<rf«i^ 
TwreoB kodhrmas in mmmObuM tuiM iegere, Umtdht pergUtumm rtg^ 
tmm MuhammetKcutn, donee iMnianl fij^uoU biondi, i. e., JIavi et 
tdHfiUi, velfilH a SeptenMone, JUnU et albis capilHs secundum 
aUorwn interpretationem.'-JlC Samud Schultetus, Eccles* Muhantm^ 
p. 22. 

• Hentiau d« Knfghtou, apmd X Scitipkim, p» 241$. 

i Dandolo, x. 334, apud Maratori, xii. 330. The Prophecy of 
the Sibyl is ad follows. Fiet poteniium in aquia Adriaticis eongre." 
geiHOt oaco perduce. Hircum ambigent, Byzantium prophanabtmt, 
ad^ficia denigrabunt, apolia dUpergentur, Hircu$ nctnu baitAUp 
W2U0 dumbApedet et 9 pottieet et semis prmMtuwatl diteurrant* 
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tfictorious soldiery in a captured city is not easily 
restrained by di»cq>lbe; and, before morning, 
whether out of wantonness, or as a desperate pro* 
tection for his own quarter, a German Count set 
fire to some buildings which separated his troops 
horn the enemy. All that night and till vespers 
on the morrow, the fiames continued burning ; 
and, by tiiis fire, the third similar scourge with 
which Constantinople had been visited since the 
arrival of the Franks, more houses, we are assured, 
were destroyed, th^i were contained in any three 
of the most populous cities of France. 

At dawn, the Latins mustered at their several 
posts, expecting a renewal of thek yester toilSf 
and, perhaps, a still more serious resistance than 
had been hkherto encountered. To their surpiise, 
they were met, not by armed men, but by a sup» 
pliant crowd of Priests and women, holding out 
the Cross to them as brethren, and deprecating 
vidence by tears. When the Marquis of Mont- 
kn&t took possession of Blacheraae, that Palace 
was filled v^ high-born dames; and his protection 
was implored, among others, by two Empresses 
of Constantinople. One, a daughter of France, 
claimed Louis VIL as her Father, Philippe Au- 
guste as her Brother. The other was a Sister of 
Sie King of Hungary. Agnes, the former, had 
been married first to Alexius Comnenus, and 
afterwards to Andronicus; Margaret, the latter, 
one of the most celebrated beauties of her time, 
was then in her second month of widowhood from. 
Isaac Angelus. She was destined once more to- 
become the Bride of a Sovereign ; and her charms, 
perhaps haghtened by her tears, so for gained- 
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156 MISERY OF THE CAPTURED CITY. 

Upon Boniface, that he shared with her the throiie 
to which, as a reward of valour, he was soon 
afterwards exalted. Of this Kingdom, the cry of 
the vanquished, as he passed through the streets, 
might already have created an anticipation ; for 
he was everywhere saluted with the words,— 
' Holy Marquis, King ! have mercy upon us ! ' 

Alas! for the scenes which followed! If the 
slaughter were not so hloody as has sometimes 
been inflicted after a storm, yet the massacre of 
two thousand unresisting sufferers cannot be re- 
lated without horror; and there were calamities to 
be endured by the most defenceless to which death 
itself would have been far preferable. Nicetas, in 
Ids personal narrative, has presented a lively picture 
of these miseries. After the destruction of his 
house, in the second fire, he was for a short time 
<?oncealed and protected by the fidelity of a Vene- 
tian merchant, who had been his friend and inmate 
during prosperity, and who, true to him in this 
change of fortune, assumed a military garb, and 
stood sentinel at his gate. When longer abode 
within the walls threatened certain destruction, the 
Logothete, in company with some other fugitives, 
sought escape from the city. Tliey journeyed on 
foot, during lan inclement season, while his wife 
was far advanced in pregnancy ; they bore in theur 
arms their children, one of whom was still at the 
breast, and they carried with them such scanty 
relics of properly as they could secrete about their 
persons. The women who composed part of this 
wretched band had adopted various disguises, 
smearing their cheeks with dirt, and clinging eagerly 
to disfigurement for protection. All were not alike 
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sdccessful; and, but for the courage of Nicetas and 
a patlietic appeal by which he won over even his 
enemies to her assistance, one young maiden, the 
daughter of a Judge, who had been torn from her 
aged Father's arms, would have been dishonoured 
by a licentious soldier. Forty miles were to be 
traversed before they could feel assured even 
of comparative safety; and, ere this painful 
march was closed, they received conviction, if 
such had been needed, that their Helinon was 
involved in the conunon wreck. The Patriardi 
of Constantinople, happy to escape with life, was 
bending in the same course with themselves to« 
wards Selymbria, stripped of all his possessions, 
and almost of his very clothings unattended, and 
mounted upon an ass. 

Meantime, within the City, the throne from 
which the Patriarch had been expelled was im- 
piously profaned. A frantic woman, whose enor* 
mities are represented in strong metaphor by 
Nicetas, and whose lightest stain was an imputa- 
tion of sorcery, was installed in the Patriarchal 
seat, in sacrilegious mockery of the Oriental wor- 
ship, while the vaults of Sta. Sophia echoed with 
the ribaldry and loose songs of drunken revellers^ 
The holy Elements were scattered on the rich pave- 
ment already defiled with the gore of slaughtered 
animals, which had been driven in to carry away 
the pillage, and had fallen exhausted under their 
burdens. The Tombs of the Emperors in the 
Church of the Holy Apostles were forced open ; 
and, in the coffin of Justinian, the riflers were 
astonished at beholding the body which it con- 
tained, when torn from its cerements and their 
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golden coreringflf imafifected by decay, after six 
eentnries of intenneal. Never, under any cir- 
cmnstances, was the rapacity of a victorious army 
permitted to glut itself more unreservedly ; and 
even where gain was not consequent on destnic* 
laon^ the more than Gothic firry of these civilized 
Barbarians gratified itself by exercise of the power 
to destroy. We read, without surprise, that the 
Veil of the Sanctuary in Sta. So^ia was rent, axki 
the Altar of the Virgin shattered in pieces ; for 
tbey blazed with gold and jewels. Tlie rich g% 
and silvered carvings, the gems and embossed 
efaalices, the plate and other treasures of thti 
Churches, coidd little hope to escape confisca* 
tion, on the plea that they were appropriated to 
pious uses. But the long catalogue of predoiis 
works of Art, ruined by stupid, brutal, and un- 
feeling ignorance, excites no less astonishmeni 
than regret and indignation. Books, the whole 
literature of the time, never to be replaced ; mar« 
bles, pictures, statues, obelisks, and bronzes; 
countless treasures, which the magnificence, the 
pride, the luxury, or the good taste of her Princes 
had lavished, during nine centuries, upon this theii 
£»poimte Capital; prizes which Egypt, Greece, 
and Rome had su|^ed, and which had justly 
rendered Constantinople the wonder of nations, 
perished indiscriminately beneath the fiiry of the, 
nunraudera ; and while almost every Church 
tinoughont Christendom recdved a brge acces* 
sion to its reliquary fram the translated bones of 
Saints and Confessors*, acarcely one monument 

* Of this holy ware, the TenetlmiM obtelned a large allotneBt. 
RttimMiobHfiTeii«cstalosiBtofltaco&««Bti. Tbey eonglatcd of 
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<d ancient skill and taale was thouglit worthy of 
presenration for a similar purpose. The Venetians 
afford a solitary exception, in the removal fJDom 
the Hippodrome of the four Horses of gilt bronze, 
which (except during the short interval of their 
transfer to Paris by Bonaparte, in a hke exer» 
eise of a presumed right of conquest) have ever 
since crowned the western porch of the Basilica 
of St. Mark*. Antiquaries appear to hesitate 
eonceming the date and even the native Country 
of these Horses ; for by some they have been 
assigned to the Roman school, and to the Age of 
Nero; by others to the Greeks of Ohio, at a 
nwch earlier period. Though far from deserving 
a place among the choicest specimens of Art, their 
possession, if we may trust their most generally 
received history, has always been much coveted. 
Augustus, it is said, brought them from Alex- 
andria, after his conquest of Antony, and erected 

a piece of the true Cross ; an ann of St. Gregoiy, according to 
Ramusio, of St Oeoi^e, according to Dandolo; (perba]>t It might 
not be easy to ascertain the right owner a part of thehatdof 
John Baptist; the hofUea of SatnU Loda and ilgatba, and of Ihf 
holy Simeon) a phial containing the blood of our Sarioar, which 
bad flowed from a Statae pierced by the Jews at Berytos j a frag* 
ment of the pillar at which He was scourged; a nail from the 
Cross, and a prickle f^om the Crowa of Thorns. (Lib. ill* p. ISl, Ac) 
7he antheqticlty of most of these relics was ascertained by their 
remaining unhurt during a fire which consumed the Sanctuary 
wherein they were deposited, under the reign of Thlepolo. The 
miracle did not attract sufficient attention at tfie time of its oecav* 
resee; bat some years afterwards, la 12tf , a fonnal attwtitiwi of 
U was drawn np, and presented to Clement IV. (DogUoni, ill. 
p. 142.) 

• The writings of Cicognara, Schlegel and Vnstozidl may be 
consulted by those who wish to enter more ftttly into an Inicdxj 
ffelative to thwe Horoet, 
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them on a Triumphal Arch in Rome : hence they 
were successively removed by Nero, Domitian, 
Trajan, and Constantine, to Arches of their own ; 
and, in each of these positions, it is believed, that 
they were attached to a Chariot Constantine, in 
the end, transferred them to his new Capital. It 
may be added to their story, that when reconveyed 
to Venice by the Austrian Government, in 1815^ 
the Captain of the vessel selected for this honour- 
able service claimed descent from the great Dan^ 
dolo ; and it is satisfactory to be told, that of all 
the works of Art restored at that time to their 
rightful owners, these horses suffered least injury 
from travelling, because they had been taken down 
and packed by the English. The Lion of St 
Mark was less fortunate, but he has been care- 
fully repaired*. 

IBut, not to dwell upon this distressing and dis*- 
ffracefbl portion of our narrative, nor to detail with 
Uie sufferers their separate wrongs and calamities, 
it may suffice to produce the general estimate 
afforded by the conquerors. * Of the treasures 
which were in the Palace of Bucoleon, I cannot 
speak,' says Villehardouin, ' for their value was 
inestimable. In Blachemae, one so immense was 
found, that it rivalled that in Bucoleon. The 
other Pilgrims, who were scattered over the City, 
gained incalculable plunder; for there was no 
estimating the quantity of silver and gold, precious 
vessels, jewels, rich stuffs, silks, robes of vair, gris, 
and ermine, and other valuables, the productions 
of all the climates in the World ; and it is my belief 
that the plunder of this city exceeded all that had 

* Rose's LeU9r$from the North of Italy, 
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heen witnessed since the Creation of the World*.' 
Or, if we turn to Ramusio, we shall be dazzled 
by the bright profusion which glitters down his 
pages, in describing the acquisitions of his Coun- 
trymen. Gold, silver, tapestries, and furs, silks 
fresh from the loom or prepared for it ; vases for 
every use which the caprice of Luxury could sug- 
gest, and of more various names than we can hope 
to translate with accuracy ; those costly, and now 
unknown, Myrrhines, which Pompey had won in 
his triumphs over Mithridates and Tigranes ; Gems 
wrought into drinking-vessels, among which the 
least precious were framed of Turquoise, Jasper, 
or Amethyst ; Jewels, with which the affection Or 
the pride of the Oriental Despots was wont to 
deck their Imperial Brides ; Crowns of solid gold 
' studded with pearls ; Rings and Brooches set with 
the purest and most inestimable stones ; unnum- 
bered Jacinths, Emeralds, Sapphires, Chrysolites, 
and Topazes; and, lastly, those matchless Car- 
buncles which, placed on the High Altar at St. 
Mark's, blazed with intrinsic light and scattered 
darkness by their own beams, — ^these are but a 
sample of the treasures which accrued to Venice ; 
and the Historian, in adverting to them, appears 
conscious that language must fail him, in the 
attempt to convey an adequate impression of their 
immeasurable extent, their inappreciable cost, and 
their inexhaustible varietyf. 

It was no part of the design of the Barons that 
this booty should be privately appropriated, and 
Proclamation, accordingly, was made through the 
army, that it should be brought in and deposited 

• § 132. t Lib iii. p. 129. 

VOL. I. M 
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together, according to the sworn agreement Three 
Churches were opened to receive it, and they were 
placed under the ward of the most loyal French 
and Venetians. Much, however, was secreted 
by individuals. Those detected in emhezzlement 
were promptly condemned and executed ; and it 
is plam that the fraudulent retention was not con* 
fined to the lower soldiers only, for, among the 
criminals thus punished, we read of a Knight, ift 
the train of the Count of St. Paul, who, in order 
that his disgrace might be enhanced, was hung^ 
with his shield suspended from his neck. After 
all these deductions, which were supposed to ex- 
ceed the spoil absolutely brought to division, and 
to which must be added the losses suffered in three 
fires, we find the enormous sum of 1,125,000 
marcs of silver, distributed in the following pro- 
portions. First, a fourth part of the whole wa» 
set aside for the future Emperor ; then, an equal 
division of the remainder was made between the 
French and Venetians, and the latter received 
payment of their debt of fifty thousand marc» 
from the former. In the shares of each indi- 
vidual, one mounted Serjeant was considered 
equal to two Serjeants on foot, and one Knight 
to two mounted Serjeants. The Venetians, in their 
love of speculation, had previously offered to farm 
the whole ; promising to pay one hundred marc» 
to each footman, double that sum to each horse* 
man, and four times as much to each Knight. Ta 
have been gainers by this bargain, they must have 
been able to produce a sum considerably larger 
than that which was really brought to account ; 
and they were far too accurately versed in cal- 
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ddadon to hare made a blind and unthrifty pro- 
posal *. 

A month was paseed in these adjustments, and the 
choice of an Emperor was still to be determined. 
On Sunday the 9th of May, the twelve Electors 
assembled in the gorgeous Chapel of the Palace 
of Bucoleom, which had been assigned for the 
residence of the Doge ; and here, having been 
sworn upon the Saints that they would truly and 
&ithfully choose whomsoever they judged most 
proper for the station and most cj^^able of govern- 
ing the Empire, they proceeded to their important 
dehberafcions. The Venetians affirm that their 
Doge was the first person nominated ; not by his 
own Countrymen, but by the French ; and that it 

* We are wholly unable to reconcile the various estimates given 
of this booty j and Vlllehardouin has manifestly contradicted him- 
self, unless he means to distingruish between money and other pro- 
perty ; and even in that case he is hopelessly obscure. He first 
speaks of the residue belonging to the French, after payment of 
their debt to the Venetians, as 100,000 marcs (§ 124), yet in the fol- 
lowing section he advances it to more than 400,000. Assuming the 
latter sum to be correct, we shall obtain the following result, ac- 
cording to the generally received distribution : — 

French residue . . 400,000 

Payment to Venetians . 80,003 

Venetian share . 450,000 



900,000 
Emperor's fourth . . 225,000 



Total .... 1,125,000 Marcs of silver. 
Gibbon estimates 400,000 Marcs^ 800,0002. SterUng^^seven times 
the then annual revenue of England. Following up this calcular 
tion» we obtain the whole sum above 2,250,000/., or more than 20 
times that revenue. 

If we adopt another reading in ViUehardouin, of 500,000 for 
400,000, the sum will be increased, in round numbers, to 2,624,0001. 

M 2 
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required the eloquence and wisdom of Barbo, one 
of tlie best Orators and Statesmen of his time, to 
prove to the other Electors that such a choice 
would be, in every way, most impolitic. It is far 
from improbable that such a discussion really did 
occur ; for the brilliant exploits of Dandolo must 
have inspired unbounded admiration, gratitude, 
and affection ; and, as a more worldly motive, his 
advanced age promised a speedy succession. It 
was, perhaps, only by such intimate knowledge of 
the incompatibility of the two offices, as none but 
a Senator of Venice was able to advance, that those 
evils could be fiiUy displayed, which must result 
from placing the same person at the head of the 
closely-limited Government of the Lagune and 
of the unrestricted Despotism of the Empire. Ville- 
hardouin, however, omits all mention of Dandolo. 
General opinion, he says, previously to the elec- 
tion, had so exclusively marked out the Count of 
Flanders and the Marquis of Montferrat as sole 
competitors, that, at a meeting of their respective 
adherents, it had been wisely determined before- 
hand to set apart an ample provision for him who 
should be disappointed ; and thus to prevent a 
recurrence of that destructive jealousy which had 
followed the election of Godfrey to the Crown of 
Jerusalem. It was agreed that the one who was 
rejected should receive the Isle of Candia, and 
(however vague the allotment) ' all the Country 
on the Turkish side of the Strait,' for which he 
should be Liegeman to the Emperor. 

It is quite unnecessary to attribute the result of 
this election to any petty intrigue; for Baldwin, 
in whom all the suffrages were united, was a 
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descendant of Charlemagne, and the most powerful 
Prince in the Army. He had been a great, if not 
the chief, original promoter of the Crusade ; and 
his personal virtues commanded general esteem^ 
confidence, and attachment. Nicetas, indeed, in 
his bitterness against the Venetians, has taxed Dan- 
dolo with private views in determining the choice ; 
but the Greek Historian has not been fortunate 
in this portion of his narrative ; and it may be 
believed that he was not better acquainted with 
the secrets of the Latin Cabinet, than he has 
shewn himself to be with the Geographical position 
of the territory of Montferrat when he speaks of 
it as a maritime Power. In the Hall of the Palace^ 
the Doge of Venice and the Barons impatiently 
awaited the decision of the Electors ; and it was 
presented to them, at midnight, by the Bishop of 
Soissons, in the following terms: — * Lords, by the 
mercy of God, we have been unanimous in the 
choice of an Emperor. You have all sworn to 
receive for your Emperor the person whom we 
should appoint, and to aid and maintain him 
against all gainsayers. And now, at the very 
hour in which our Lord was bom, we declare 
Baldwin, Count of Flanders and Hainault, Em- 
peror of Romania!' Shouts of joy followed tliia 
announcement : the Marquis of Montferrat gene- 
rously pressed forward to be the first who should 
tender homage to his successful rival; and the 
new Emperor, raised upon his shield, was exhibited 
to the congratulations of the populace, and borne 
in triumph to Sta. Sophia. 

. The Coronation was celebrated in that Cathedral, 
with great splendour, on the 23d of May ; when 
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the Calyptra was placed on the head of Baldwin 
by the Papal Legate, who performed the functions 
of the Patriarch not yet appointed. Before this 
solemnity, the Marquis of Montferrat had sought 
and obtained the hand of Margaret of Hungary. 
On account of the contiguity of the dominions of 
his brother-in-law to Thessaionica, he exchanged, 
for that Kingdom, the territory which had been 
assigned to him, and sold his right oyer Caudia to 
the Venetians. 

^ Little more of this eventful History remains, 
unless, as is usual in the winding-up of a Ro- 
mance or a Drama, to dispose of the principal 
characters which have figured during its progress. 
To distribute exactly the Fiefs which eadh re- 
ceived would, perhaps, be impossible ; for, in 
the Act of Partition of the Greek Empire (such 
was the limited knowledge possessed by its con- 
querors of the lands which they had won), many 
of the names are not to be recognized, and not 
a few Cities, and even Provinces, are altogetiier 
omitted. It would, however, be ungratefiil to the 
valiant Knight and faithful Chronicler of Cham- 
pagne, to whose pages we have been so largely 
indebted, if we omitted to notice that Geoffirey de 
Villehardouin obtained, as his reward, Messmople, 
on the banks of the Hebrus, with the title of Mar- 
shal of Romania. For the rest, we shall confine 
ourselves to the Venetians. To them was assigned 
a vast territory, in which may be distinguished the 
well-known names of iEgospotamos, Nicomedia, 
Adrianople, part of Eubosa, Egina, Megalopolis, 
Methone, Patras, the Cyclades, Sporades,. and 
many other Isles of the Archipelago and Adriatic^ 
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and a long line of Ports, skirting all the shores of 
the Empire. The illustrious Dandolo, as the close 
of his splendid toils and in honourable completion 
of the original Treaty, was permitted to tinge his 
buskins with the purple hue distinctive of the 
Imperial Family, to claim exemption from all 
feudal service to the Emperor, and to annex to 
the title of Doge op Venice, the proud style of 
DsspoT OF Romania, and Lord of One-fourth 
AND One-eighth of the Roman Empire. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

FROM A.D. 1S04 TO A.D. 1S09. 

7ate of Homtsoaphliui — The Balgariaas invade the Empire— Defeat 
and capture of the Emperor Baldwin — Death of Enrico Dandolo 
—The pseudo-Baldwin— Policy of Venice respecting her Eastern 
acquisitions— Pint written Code of Venetian Law— War with 
Eccellino Romano. 







DOGES. 


A.I>. 




Enrico Dandolo. 


1205. 


ZLIV. 


PiBTRo ZiANi — abdicates. 


1228. 


XLV. 


GiACOMo Thispolo— Abdicates. 


1249. 


XLVL 


Marino Morosini. 



1252. XLvii. Rainirro Zeno. 

At the dazzling and triumphant epoch which we 
have just quitted, and upon which we have lin- 
gered with unwillingness to break away, how 
gladly should we close all notice of that portion 
of Byzantine History in which the Latins continue 
to occupy the foreground ! The little which re- 
mains incidental to our leading narrative is of 
another and most painful character, replete with 
disaster and dishonour. 

As soon as the Greeks, scattered over the wide 
Provinces of their dismembered Empire, began to 
recover from their panic, they regarded, wim sur- 
prise and shame, the inconsiderable band which 
had changed their dynasty. In the short period 
of a year, they discovered that the loss of the 
Capital was not the loss of the whole Country ; 
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that twenty thousand men, even if combined, could 
little hope to subdue the immeasurable tracts which 
they had already partitioned ; and that mutual 
jealousy, resulting from ill-defined power, was 
beginning to create dissension among those whose 
very existence depended upon their union. The 
Emperor and the King of Thessalonica had all 
but appealed to arms ; and^ had it not been for 
the prudent mediation of Villehardouin and the 
reverence attached to the age and the wisdom of 
Dandolo, those swords which had jointly achieved 
the most chivalrous exploit of History, would have 
been bared against each other. The chief peril of 
the Latins did not arise from either of the deposed 
Princes who had worn the Imperial crown. Both 
of these were still fugitives ; but Alexius had col- 
lected the more considerable force, and was en- 
camped with his adherents at Messinople. His 
daughter Eudocia, during the short reign of 
Mourtzouphlus, had accepted the hand of that 
usurper, perhaps upon compulsion; for he was 
already married, and divorced his former wife in 
order to form this new alliance, which he fancied 
might strengthen his title to the throne. Chased by 
Baldwin from Adrianople, Mourtzouphlus applied 
to his father-in-law for protection; promising 
him allegiance, and tendering the resignation of 
his own claims upon the Imperial title. Alexius^ 
burning with resentment, both for the invasion of 
his throne and the dishonour of his daughter, re- 
ceived these offers with a feigned approval. He 
invited Mourtzouphlus to his camp, prepared for 
him a magnificent entertainment, and promised 
to ratify the yet doubtful marriage. The unsus- 
pecting victim was indulging in the luxury of the 
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bath, when he was dragged to an inner chamber 
by command of Alexius, and there, in the presence 
of Eudocia, and in defiance, it is said^ of i&er 
tears and remonstrances, his eyes were torn from 
his head, and he was turned out a sightlesB 
wanderer. Before many days, he fell into the 
hands of the Latins, and was sent prisoner to Con- 
stantinople. There, being arraigned for the murdee 
of the young Alexius, he pleaded that he had only 
put to death the betrayer of his Country, to whose 
punishment the whole Imperial family consented. 
With more abhorrence for the crime than regard 
to justice, the Latin tribunal, to whose jurisdiction 
^e wretched culprit could scarcely be deemed 
amenable, condemned him to death ; and, to mark 
the deep sense entertained of his enormity, tliis 
imnishment was inflicted by a mode almost un- 
exampled in horror *. In the Forum of Taunw, 
Arcadius had erected a marble column, om^ch 
m spiral bcmi rilievi (like those which decorate 
the Pillars of Trajan and Antonine at Rome) 
were represented his own victories, or those of his 
£stther Theodosius. The base only now esdsts, 
for the shaft, having become ruinous, was taken 
^own towards the close of the XVII*** Century; 
but in its original height it towered to one hundred 
and forty-seven feet. Dragged up the internal 
staircase to the summit of this column, the nusev- 
able criminal was exposed to the gaze of a count- 
less multitude thronging round its pedestal* His 
recent privation of sight spared him, indeed, the 
terrors of the dizzy height, and the fierce glances 

* Dncange, however, {Oba, mr VilleluuxLoaiii, § clziii.) gives tomft 
instances of simiUr executions in France, during the reign of Louis 
VII, 
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of pityless spectators, but their exulting sliouta 
might ring fearfully in his ears, before he was 
hurled down and dashed to atoms on the pavement 
below. The superstition of the Greeks digni6ed 
this event with abundant prodigies. Fifty years 
before the invasion of the Latins, Tzetzes had 
related the dream of a matron who saw an army 
in the Forum, and a man sitting on this column, 
dapping his hands and uttering a loud exclama- 
tion *, One group on the pillar itself is said to 
^ve represented the storming of a city from the 
beach, and an image with a crowned head falling 
from a lofty height f. YiUehardouin adds a third 
'^miracle,' which may be no more than a variation 
of the second ; for the brave Knight is not very 
likely to have regarded too critically the \ goodly 
sculpture' with which he tells us the column was 
adorned. ^It bore,' he says, 'many statues of 
marble, and among them that of an Emperor. 
This statue had fallen down ; hence it had been 
predicted that an Emperor of Constantinople 
49hould be thrown from the column, and thus the 
prophecy was accomplished.' Afiber the capture 
of Constantinople by the Turks, in 1453, Gentili 
Bellini, a Venetian artist, was permitted to make 
drawings of the sculpture on this column as they 
then existed; from these drawings, preserved in 
the Royal Academy of Psdnting at Paris, they were 
^igraved by Menestrier, and afterwards by Ban- 
dnrus in his hnperium Orientale. But no figure 
of a idling man is given by either of these artists. 

* ChUiad. ix. 377, as cited by Ducange, Obi. wr ViUehardouIn, 
« cljdii. 
-^t Bamiuio, lib. iy. p. 174* 
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Alexius himself, after his vengeance upon his rival 
had heen satiated, though he escaped with life, did 
not long retain his freedom. He was taken by 
the King of Thessalonica, who sent his Imperial 
robes, the Calyptra, and the purple buskins, as 
offerings to the Emperor, and transferred his cap- 
tive to a prison at Montferrat. 

The establishment of an independent kingdom 

in Bulgaria, during the first portion of the 
^206* ^66^1® reign of Isaac Angelus, has been 

already noticed. The fierce Chief Joannice 
or Calo Johannes who succeeded to that crown 
had obtained his recognition by Pope Innocent ; 
and, perhaps, regarded with a jealous eye the 
overthrow of the Empire by any other hand than 
his own. The Greeks, therefore, found in him se- 
cret encouragement and support ; but, for awhile, 
he dissembled his ulterior intentions, and even the 
deep indignation which he must have felt in the 
haughty reception of his Ambassadors by the new 
Emperor ; when, far from admitting his claims to 
sovereignty and fraternity, Baldwin treated him 
as a revolted vassal, and spoke of submission as 
the necessary prelude to forgiveness. It was not 
until the Latin troops had spread themselves over 
the remoter Provinces, in order to obtain know- 
ledge and to seek possession of their nominal con- 
quests, that the Bulgarian Prince avowed his open 
enmity, but when the flower of the army followed 
Henry, the brother of the Emperor, into Asia^ 
Joannice took the field. The Greeks, at the same 
moment, rose in arms ; and, in almost every town 
from Mount Haemus to the Hellespont, the Latins 
were overpowered, and either fell beneath the 
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"daggers of the insurgents or gained safety only by 
flight. The Venetians were chased from Adria- 
nople, their single inland establishment ; and that 
•important bulwark and key of the Capital was 
garrisoned by unnumbered Greeks, and protected 
in its approaches by a formidable horde of Barba* 
rians. Joannice had summoned to his banners a 
•Tartar Tribe, and the irregular warfare of fourteen 
thousand Comans was destined to baffle the tactics 
of European chivalry. 

Baldwin had been visited by the heaviest domes- 
tic affliction ; his Countess, Mary of Champagne, 
whom he tenderly loved and who was worthy of 
her Lord, had died at Acre ; from which city 
she was preparing to join her husband, in order 
to partake his new dignities. Aroused from his 
grief by the unwelcome tidings of the revolt of the 
Greeks, the Emperor hastened, after performing 
her funeral obsequies in Sta. Sophia, to suppress 
the insurrection ; and, too impatient to await the 
arrival of his brother whom he had recalled from 
his Asiatic expedition, he pressed forward with not 
more than seven score lances, about seven hundred 
men, to Adrianople ; and there united himself with 
a somewhat more numerous body. The banners 
of Joannice floated on the towers of that city, and, 
«o inadequate was the small handful of Latins to 
attempt its siege, that they lay before it for three 
days, to use the simple and expressive words of 
"Villehardouin, in great perplexity and in numbers 
woefully small. The arrival of Dandolo and his 
Venetians doubled their force ; but they were 
pressed for forage, they were still too few for an 
assault, and the King of Bulgaria with his ferocious 
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Comans was known to be on his march to the 
relief of the city. Imagination busily enhanced 
the savage manners of these Scythian foes, few 
of whom had as yet embraced even Mohammed* 
anism ; the great mass were still Pagans, and it 
was affirmed of all, that they sacrificed their pii* 
Boners, and drank human blood. 

Not many days elapsed before their powers were 
tried; their skirmishers pushed on to the very 
camp ; and, lightly armed and fleetly mounted, by 
a seeming retreat, they drew on and wearied the 
heavy cavalry opposed to them. Horse and man 
with the Crusaders were alike cased in iron^ and 
their onset, on that account, was irresistible; but^ 
as the combat became prolonged, the very weight 
which at first overwhelmed their enemies, in Qie 
end exhausted themselves. After an unavailing 
chase for a full league, they prepared to return, 
when the Comans unexpectedly wheeled round, and, 
having killed and wounded great numbers by a brisk 
charge and a heavy volley of javelins, they again 
scattered themselves and disappeared unharmed. 

A strict order was issued through the Latin host 
that, for the future, no horseman should quit his 
ranks, whatever might be the provocation. On 
the following morning, it was the Thursday after 
Easter, the Comans, shortly after dawn, renewed 
their attack, and rode up to the pavilions. The 
Pilgrims had just risen from Mass, and, at the cry 
of the sentinels to arms, each division marched 
out of the camp, and took up its position with 
perfect regularity. The van was commanded by 
the Count of Blois, who, unable to endure the 
galling attacks and taunting challenges of the 
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ComaiiB, forgot the lesson of tlie day before, and 
the command to which it had given birth ; and, 
calling upon the Emperor for support, dashed 
forward at fidl speed, chasing the flying swarms 
jbr more than two leagues, sword in hand. 

The consequences of this rash and headlong^ 
daring were most fatal ; for, entangled in a morass,, 
and hemmed in by superior numbers, such as were 
unable or unwilling to fly fell an easy sacrifice to 
the Barbarians. The Count of Blois, the unhappy 
cause of this disaster, was twice severely wounded,, 
and at last thrown upon the ground. By the self- 
devotion of one of his Knights, who placed him 
on his own horse, he might still have escaped, but 
he vowed by God's grace never to quit the field 
nor to abandon the Emperor in liis necessity. 
There was short time for remonstrance, and a 
Coman sword quickly terminated the debate. Be- 
sides Count Louis, many other valiant soldiers 
were among the slain. Baldwin himself, greatly 
pressed, still rallied Iiis followers, calling to them 
that he was determined never to fly, and conjuring 
them not to desert him. Those who were near hi& 
person testifled that belted Knight never fought 
with greater courage than the Emperor ; but his 
valorous efforts were not adequately seconded by 
the great body of his retainers. Many of them 
are openly taxed with cowardice by Villehardouin ; 
they betook themselves to precipitate flight, and 
the defeat became general. Amid the carnage 
around him, the Emperor still survived: happy 
for him would it have been, if some hostile weapon 
had taken his life on the field ; but he was reserved 
for a far more bitter fate, and was captured alive* 
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Neither Dandolo nor Villehardouiri had been 
engaged beyond the camp : their courage cheered 
the terror-stricken fugitives, and repulsed their 
pursuers ; and their skill afterwards, in a difficult 
and dangerous retreat, preserved the remnant of 
their fellow-soldiers. By night, bearing with them 
all their people, horse, foot, and wounded, they 
endeavoured to gain Rodosto, a seaport at the 
distance of three days' march. During the day, 
they halted in face of the superior force which 
pursued, but which was unable to break their rear- 
guard commanded by the Marshal. At Rodosto, 
they were joined by Henry, who was immediately 
proclaimed Regent; and, though Joannice had 
spread his Comans even to the gates of Constan- 
tinople, the Latins were now in sufficient numbers 
to venture upon regaining it. It was almost their 
single possession ; for of the great Empire which 
they had so recently acquired, nothing remained 
under their government, without the walls of the 
Capital, but Rodosto and Selymbria. All Romania 
owned the authority of Joannice ; and, beyond the 
Bosphorus, the whole of Asia, except the Castle 
of Piga, had submitted to Theodore Lascaris. 

A new misfortune awaited the Pilgrims on their 
return : Dandolo, worn with years and toil, and 
<;hilled, as may readily be supposed, by the dark 
mists now gathering over his late unclouded 
glory, expired, after a short illness, about the 
beginning of June, in his ninety-eighth year. His 
remains were interred, with splendid solemnities, 
in the vestibule of Sta. Sophia, where a marble 
sarcophagus, adorned with the emblems of St. 
Mark and the Ducal insignia, denoted the spot of 
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his repose. On the capture of Constantinople by 
the Turks, in 1453, this monument was destroyed; 
but some personal memorials of her greatest 
Prince were restored to Venice, at the interces- 
sion of Bellini the Painter, whom we have before 
mentioned, at that time in favour with Mo- 
hammed II. ; and the spurs, cuirass, helmet, and 
sword of the Hero were presented to his de- 
scendants. The character of this distinguished 
Statesman and warrior is to be learned most surely 
from his actions, and these are of the noblest 
class. He appears to have possessed a rare union 
of mental and bodily vigour, of moral and physical 
courage, of military skill and political sagacity. 
It cannot surprise us that the wisdom which sa 
distinctly foresaw, so discreetly planned, and so 
dexterously executed, the great measures which 
exalted his Country to a height of unparalleled 
aggrandizement, should be stigmatized as craft 
and cunning by those at whose expense she was 
elevated ; and not the lowest nor least assured 
testimony of Dandolo's eminent merits is to be 
derived ^om the charges of astuteness, arrogance, 
and ambition, to wliich Nicetas is compelled to 
limit his accusations. 

In person, Dandolo is described to have been 
of a ruddy countenance and lofty stature ; his blue 
eyes, though retaining little vision, were not dis- 
figured ; and his mien was dignified and com- 
manding. At his death, two sons survived him ; 
and both were honourably distinguished. Rainero 
administered the Regency of Venice during his 
Father's absence, and was afterwards nominated 
to the high oflSce of Procuratore of St. Mark : 

VOL. I. N 
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Fantiiio became second Latin Patriarch of Coiir* 
stantmople. The family long lemained one of the 
moat illustrious in the Republic, and among its 
members are numbered many succeeding Doges. 
One of these,' Andrea Dandolo*, is the earhest 
Chronicler of his native Country ; and it is fortu- 
nate for him that his reputation is built upon a 
aecuier base than the meagre, phlegmatic, and 
unimpassioned narrative, which has descended 
to us from his pen. 

With the close of Dandolo's bright career, we 
may change our scene, and revert once again to 
the Lagune, from which we have been so long 
absent; but, before we part from the Latin Empire 
of Constantinople, the little which is known of the 
sad faXe of its first Sovereign requires some brief 
notice. The release of Baldwin was demanded 
firom Joannice by Pope Innocent ; and the Bar- 
barian contented himself by replying that his illus- 
trious captive had died in prison. More than one 
version of his catastrophe has been given, and 
each abounds in horror. Nicetas states that, after 
long confinement, the Bulgarian cut off his arms 
and legs, and exposed him to wild beasts. Aero* 
polita adds that his skull, set in gold, was used by 
the Tyrant as a goblet. A yet more romantic tale 
attributes the Bulgarian's vengeance to jealousy, 
excited by his Queen ; who, becoming enamoured 
of the prisoner, offered him herself and freedom as 
the price of his love. The examples of Bellero- 
phon and Hippolytus were unknown or unregarded 
by the disdainful Baldwin, and the disappointed 
Fair, incensed at his cold rejection, fiedsely de- 

• Dogeinldtf. 
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nounced him to her husband ; who, in a parox3rsm 
of fury, heightened by intoxication, slew him and 
cast his body to the dogs. The circumstaneea 
attendant upon his death, no doubt, are obscure ; 
but the fact itself is supported by strong evidence: 
it was accredited, though far from hastily, by the 
Barons ; and it is not easy to assign any reason 
why Joannice should assert it, if it had been untrue. 
Nevertheless, at the expiration of twenty years, 
when the sovereignty of Flanders and Hainault 
had devolved on Jean, the eldest daughter of the 
supposed deceased Prince, a claimant appeared, 
asserting his identity with the lost Baldwin. He 
maintained that, after his capture at Adrianople, 
he had been mildly treated by his conquerors; 
till, having effected his escape from them, he fell 
into the hands of another Tnbe of Barbarians, to 
whom his rank was unknown, and who sold him 
as a slave into Syria. There, accident enabled 
him to discover himself to some German merchants, 
who ransomed him at a small price ; and, as the 
throne of Constantinople, by the death of his 
brother, had then passed into another line, the 
recovery of his hereditary dominions appeared to 
him an easier attempt than that of his £astem 
rights. The populace, ever credulous of wonders 
and open-eared to novelty, eagerly devoured this 
tale^ which gained admission among several even 
of the nobler Flemings. It was rejected altogether 
by the reigning Countess ; who, finding herself 
endangered by the Pretender, claimed and received 
protection from Louis VIII. of France. The 
King in person examined the nominal Emperor ; 
and, though convinced of his imposture, in consi- 

N 2 
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deration of a safe-conduct which he had previously 
granted, contented himself by ordering him to quit 
his dominions. Detected in his fraud and aban- 
doned by his former adherents, the pseudo-Baldwin, 
nevertheless, renewed his projects ; till, having been 
betrayed into the hands of the Countess, he is 
said to have confessed, under torture, that he was 
a Champagner, named Bertrand de Rayns. He 
was exhibited awhile to public scorn in the chief 
towns of the Netherlands, and then ignominiously 
hanged at Lille. Little doubt can exist of the 
justice of his fate ; yet such is the fondness of the 
human raind for mystery, so pertinaciously, in 
despite of Truth, does it cling to the marvellous; 
that there have not been wanting writers, who 
prefer to believe the Countess Jean guilty of an 
atrocious parricide, rather than to admit that an 
adroit knave practised a daring but not very diffi- 
cult imposture*. 

*' But to return to Venice. — ^The long absence of 
Enrico Dandolo from his Capital gave birth to 
some new institutions on his demise. A Com- 
mission of five members, Correttori della pro- 
mission Ducale, was appointed to inquire into such 
abuses as might have crept into the Government ; 

• In the short account which Matthew Paris {ad ann. 1224, 
p. 320) gives of this Impostor, although admitting the truth of his 
claim, he taxes him with the treacherous murder of an Eastern 
damsel, through whose kind offices he had escaped from captivity, 
and whom he had promised in return to baptize and marry. The 
Pope enjoined a heavy penance, not for the murder, but for the 
uncanonical omission of Baptism before its perpetration. All the 
misfortunes which followed are regarded by the good Monk as 
judgments ; and, as a consummation of disgrace, the Emperor was 
hanged between duos canes veteres, sciUcet rmrgos—or rather mer'* 
goSf as Ducange corrects the word— water-dogs. 
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and, by reviewing the inauguratory Oath of the 
Doge, to omit or add, firom time to time, at the 
pleasure of the Great Council, such clauses as 
might be deemed necessary for the preservation of 
the honour and liberties of the State. But a far 
more remarkable Magistracy was composed of 
three Inqvisiiori del Doge defunto. They formed 
a Board, from which, whatever might be the case 
with his successors, the memory of Dandolo had 
little cause for fear. Their duty was to examine 
the administration of the deceased Prince, to com- 
pare his acts with the provisions of his Oath, to 
receive and inquire into depositions against him, 
and, if charges were satisfactorily established, to 
condemn his heirs to make reparation. The student 
of Antiquity will call to mind a similar custom 
which prevailed among the Egyptians, who, before 
the admission of their dead to the rites of sepulture, 
examined their past lives by a solemn trial*. 

PiETRo ZiANi was elected Doge. It is not 
easy to pass at once from the glowing narrative 
which we have just terminated, to events of tamer 
character; and we may be permitted to hasten 
with rapid strides over an unimportant period* 
At an early part of the new reign, the 
Venetians perceived that the wide extent of ^^' 
their distant acquisitions would produce 
weakness rather than strength; and that their 
scanty native population was ill calculated to 
retain in subjection a tithe of their great foreign 
conquests. With true wisdom, therefore, they 
determined to abandon them as strictly national 
dominions ; and they granted possession of their 

* Dlodonn Slcalus, i. 92. 
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nominal territories, to such citizens as would com<r 
plete their subjugation at their own cost, and hold 
them as fiefs under the Republic. Hence arose 
more than one petty Duchy, and Principality, 
on the coasts of the Empire and in the Archi- 
pelago ; and we read, among many others, of the 
Sanudi as Princes of Naxos, during a course of 
four centuries, and of Navagiero as Grand Duke 
of Lemnos. The quarter of Constantinople which 
had fallen to the Venetian share was governed by 
a Podestd^ and the Ionian Islands and Candia 
were the only recent acquisitions reserved as de» 
pendencies on the State. The latter was a source 
of perpetual trouble, and contiiiued in revolt dur- 
ing the major part of the reigns of Ziani and 
his successor. Yet, if we may believe the MS. 
Chronicles of Barbaro and Savina, a project of 
general emigration to the East was at one time 

contemplated. Ziani is said, during the 
1228' ti'oubled reign of the II* Courtenay, to 

have convoked the Great Council and all 
the chief functionaries of State ; and, after point- 
ing out the precarious condition of the Empire 
under its existing feeble and divided rulers, to 
have proposed the abandonment of Venice, and 
the transfer of her whole population to Constanti* 
nople. The brilliant prospects which he displayed 
as likely to result from this important change 
dazzled many in the assembly ; and it is added 
that, notwithstanding an eloquent and impassioned 
appeal to their affections and their patriotism, by 
the Procuratore Angelo Faliero, the proposal was 
negatived, in the division which ensued, but by a 
single voice, which was not unaptly termed ^ The 
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voice of Providence.' How wide a field of specu- 
lation does this now scarcely remembered incident 
open to our view ! What changes in the History 
of mankind might not the adoption of Ziani's pro- 
ject have occasioned! Would the existence of 
the Latin Empire have been protracted by it? 
Would the conquests of the Turks have been 
diverted into another channel? Would Christi- 
anity, instead of Mohammedanism, have been the 
dominant Religion of the East ? Compared with 
these far mightier questions, the fate of Venice 
herself is disregarded ; and we almost forget to 
inquire what would have been the fortunes of her 
deserted Islands. 

The reign of Giacomo Thiepolo was dis- 
tmguished by repeated victories obtained 
over the fleets of John Vataces, the son- ^j^' 
in-law and successor of Theodore Lascaris, 
who had raised the Principality of Nice to the 
dignity of an Empire. Thiepolo was the first Doge 
who undertook the construction of a systematic 
Civil Code ; and, with the assistance of four coad- 
jutors, within a century from the discovery of the 
Pandects at Amalfi, he presented his Country with 
a collection of written institutes of law. These 2Vb- 
relli Statuti Feneziani relate to the descent of pro- 
perty, the recovery of debt, and the punishment of 
Climes. It is not a little remarkable that, in a 
Code framed for the greatest existing commercial 
People in Europe, no ]l\irther regulation connected 
with Trade is inserted, than a few directions re- 
specting freights, averages, and seamen's wages. 
One law, however, deserves notice, as containing, 
perhaps, the earliest instance of that technical lan- 
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guage of calculation which has since become 
universa]. Hitherto, the prevalent usage in rec- 
koning fractions had been to say one-tenth, 
one-twentieth, &c., or so many pennies or shil- 
lings in the pound. A more judicious form of 
calculating so much per cent, was introduced 
by Thiepolo. It was customary for purchasers 
in Venice to pay down a certain deposit : this 
was directed in the new Code to be lodged in 
the custody of the Procuratori of St. Mark, and 
its amount was fixed, not at two shillings in the 
pound, but at ten per cent, (diexe per cento) *. 
To the same regard for the internal benefit of his 
People, may be traced many improvements in the 
Capital effected during the reign of Thiepolo. 

The Piazza of St. Mark was enlarged, its 
^2^* architecture received embellishments, and 

a canal by which it was deformed was filled 
up. About the same time, also, the first bridge 
was constructed on the site of the much celebrated 
Rialto. 

Not long afler the accession of Rainiero Zeno, 

the cruelties of Eccellino Romano, imder 
A*^- whom the North of Italy had groaned, for 

twenty years, with slight hopes of deliver- 
ance, roused so general an execration, that the 
first act of Alexander IV., on his election to the 
Tiara, was to renew the excommunication ful- 
minated by his predecessor Innocent, and to 
preach a Crusade against this monster. He was 
denounced in terms too fully justified by the long 
catalogue of his enormities, as a son of perdition, 
delighting in blood, rejected by the Faith, the 

* M'Pheraon's AnnaU of Commereet i. 393. 
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most inhuman of the children of men, and a 
violator of every law of Society and of the 
Gospel *. This Tyrant, sprung from an ignoble 
stock, whose grandfather had entered Italy as a 
poor soldier in the train of the IIP Otho, by his 
rare prudence and consummate bravery, qualities 
too often abused to purposes of ill, had attracted 
the notice and favour of Frederic II. The March 
of Treviso, and the line of country between Verona 

* Eceellino appears to bave richly desenred the utmost severity 
of language, and It must be admitted that he has received it. The 
writer of the Chronicon Estenae, among many like expressions, 
terms him, — DiaboU carni/ex, potator humani sanguinis^ sitibundtu 
hiSmicta Eeelegia, Htereticorum refugium, malitia sedulus adin^ 
vmtor. Oil) inMaliabUU homieida, draco venmatus. (320) , ct^ 
autem animam infeUcem, tnuutam pondere pecceUorum, Dcimones 
absque dubio rapuerunt, et earn in profundum Infernit tibi eat 
tumulua tormentorum et nulla redemptio, projecerunt. (329« op. 
Bfuratorl Script. It. xv). What is not often the case, the facts 
virbich this author presents fully bear out the bitterness of his 
words. Every lover of Italian poetry must remember the grievous 
punishment to which Dante has consigned Eccelliuo. 

B qudla fronte ch* ha H pel cori nero 
E AzxoUno. InfemOt xil. 1 10. 

Or, as the whole passage is given by his only Translator,— 

Onward we mov*d, 

The fiedthful escort by our side, along 
The border of the crimson-seethy flood. 
Whence, from those steepM within, loud shrieks 
Some there I mark'd as high as to the brow 
ImmersM, of whom the mighty Centaur thus : 
* Those are the souls of Tyrants who were givea 
To blood and rapine. Here they wail aloud 
Their merciless wrongs. Here Alexander dwells. 
And Dionyslus fell, who many a year 
Of war wrought for fair Sicily. That brow 
Whereon the hair so jetty cluit'riog hangs 
Is Axzolino.'— CoTjr. 
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and Padua, had been early intrusted to his vigi- 
lance ; and, as Podestd of the latter city» 
"12^* ^® acquired no small accession of influence. 
Cremona, Parma, Modena, and Reggio^ 
allied themselves with his Government, and thus 
formed under his guidance a powerful confedera* 
tion against the Lombard League, which rendered 
him most important to the Ghibelins, and materially 
increased his weight with the Emperor. In the 
fierce contest between Frederic and Gregory IX., 
every change added to the power of Eccellino ; 
and throughout the unhappy territory between the 
Trentine Alps and the Oglio, which submitted to 
him as Vicar of the Empire, there was no town 
in which his despotism was not recorded in 
characters of blood. Fortunately, the course of 
our History by no means requires that we should 
detail the horrors of his rule, which are to be found 
80 abundantly in the Italian Chroniclers ; and we 
willmgly turn from accounts of the sufferings of 
those illustrious prisoners who were condemned 
to die by the lingering pangs of famine, of the 
countless victims tortured, mutilated, buried in 
pestilential dungeons, or dragged to scaffolds yet 
dripping with the blood of yesterday, which crowd 
their pages. The death of Frederic, as it removed 
the sole barrier between Eccellino and indepen- 
dence, so it increased his lust for slaughter ; and 
when the axe of the executioner appeared too slow 
for the despatch of the throngs adjudged by him 
to perish, they were committed to the indiscrimi- 
nate massacre of his soldiery. 

In March, 1256, the Archbishop of Ravenna, 
as Legate of the Holy See, commenced preaching 
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at Venice a Crusade against this Tyrant. Indul-? 
genees, similar to those granted to the Pilgruns of 
the Holy Sepulchre, were announced as the reward 
of all who should take the Cross in this new ser^ 
vice ; and the tranquillity of their native land, the 
honour of the Church, and the salvation of their 
souls, were the animating motives by which their 
zeal was inflamed. The proximity of Eccellino to 
their own dominions, and the danger which could 
not but be anticipated from his restless ambition, 
induced the Venetians to enroll themselves in 
great numbers under the holy banner. Yet more 
to encourage the ardour which had been thus 
awakened among them, the custody of that banner 
itself was intrusted to one of their Nobles ; a se- 
cond was named Marshal of the Crusading Army ; 
and the numerous ftigitives from Padua, who had 
sought refuge in the Lagune, forgetful of all for- 
mer national jealousies, gave a signal proof of 
their confidence in the Republic, by appointing 
another of her citizens their own Podestd. Padua 
was won with little difficulty ; for, by a singular 
oversight, the very precaution which the General 
of Eccellino had adopted for its defence, materially 
contributed to its reduction. In order to hinder 
the ascent of the Venetian galleys, he turned the 
waters of the Brenta into a new channel, and, by 
their diversion, removed the chief obstacle against 
the march of the invading army. The City was 
stormed and pillaged, during seven days, by its 
professed friends. The prisons were thrown open ; 
from each of the two largest three hundred cap- 
tives were delivered, and six other places of 
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confinement were found crowded with miserable 
objects of all ages and either sex, curtailed of 
some limb, deprived of sight, or, perhaps, yet 
more barbarously mutilated. One of the most 
frightful dungeons of the Tyrant was, in after- 
times, dedicated to purposes of Science ; and when 
the University of Padua, already distinguished 
even in the XI P Centiiry, boasted, under the 
patronage of Venice, no less than eighteen thou- 
sand students, the lofty ' Tower of Eccelino' was 
converted into an Observatory. Over its entrance 
might be read an appropriate inscription : 

Qua quondam infernos Tunis ducebat ad umbras 
Nunc VeneHm auspieio pandit ad astro viam*. 

Eccellino received the news of this loss of the 
most powerful city in his dominions with un- 
bounded fury. Eleven thousand troops, more 
than a third of his whole army, were natives of 
Padua or the surrounding towns ; and, doubtful 
of their fidelity, he determined to place it beyond 
all hazard. By a forced march, he gained Ve- 
rona ; and there, having collected these battalions 
in a single quarter of the city, and previously 
disarmed them, he demanded that they should 
voluntarily surrender that portion of their com- 
rades levied in the particular district of Padua 
which had been first lost by the treachery, as he 
averred, of the garrison. Rejoiced that the Ty- 
rants rage had centered upon a part, when the 
whole believed themselves to be its object, the 

* Once the black porch of Hell's infernal tide. 
Now to the stars, while Venice roles, I guide. 
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deluded men willingly obeyed. Another and ano- 
ther like demand succeeded, on equally frivolous, 
pretences, till the whole band melted away, and 
was distributed through his various prisons. 
Hunger, thirst, destitution, cold, despair, or the 
scaffold, from time to time, diminished their 
numbers, so that, in the end, out of eleven thou- 
sand men, the flower of the Paduan territory, 
little more than two hundred were permitted to 
survive. 

The courage and skill of Eccellino, his superior 
Generalship in the field, and the treacherous arts 
which he employed as dexterously as his arms, 
prolonged this war through no less than three 
years. Much of this delay may be attributed to 
want of discipline, and even of bravery, in the 
troops to whom he was opposed, and to the igno- 
rance and superstition of the Priests who con- 
ducted them. More than once, the confederacy 
was exposed to the risk of entire dissolution; 
and, for awhile, defeat trod closely upon defeat 
But Eccellino's faithlessness, even to those allies 
whom he had bound to himself by interest or by 
terror, at length worked his destruction. Three 
Ghibelin Chiefs, each of whom believed himself 
to be in his separate confidence, by mutual reve- 
lations discovered his treachery to all. Indignant 
at this complicated perfidy, they made overtures 
to the League, pledged themselves to pursue the 
traitor to extermination, and solemnly swore that 
no decree from the Emperor, no dispensation 
from the Pope, should release them from this oath, 
till its purpose was accomplished. Three montha 
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sufficed for the fulfilment of their vow ; and the 

enemy against whom it was directed was hunted 
down, abandoned by his troops, wounded, 

-^^^ and taken prisoner. He refused all sur- 
gical assistance, tore the bandages from 

his bleeding limbs, and thus expired almost, if not 

altogether, by his own hands. 
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The succours afforded by Venice to the Cru- 
sade against Eccellino were but inconsiderable; 
but she was soon about to be engaged far more 
deeply in a protracted and sanguinary struggle, 
in which her own peculiar interests were mainly 
concerned. Of the few Powers which were able to 
maintain any commercial rivalry with her, Genoa 
was now the most prominent. Many causes tended 
to enhance their mutual jealousy ; and the seeds 
of bitterness and hatred were deeply imbedded in 
the similarity of their Governments and their pur- 
suits, of their ambition and their enterprise. The 
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exclusive dominion of tlie Adriatic, which was 
asserted and maintained by the former State, was 
balanced by that which the latter considered only 
as a retributive claim upon the Mediterranean ; 
and it was, therefore, with very natural alarm that 
the Genoese beheld the large acquisitions made 
by their rivals, during the last half century, in the 
Morea and Archipelago. 

But a single spark was wanting to kindle their 
ill concealed hostility into open flame, and it 
was in the Levant that the train thus ripe for com- 
bustion was fired. A trifling dispute on a point of 
honour was permitted to lead to war ; and tlHS 
war in its progress involved no less a consequence 
than the overthrow of the Latin Empire. Among 
the very few possessions still remaining to the 
Christians in Palestine, was the long-contested 
and almost impregnable City of Acre. Within 
its walls was assembled a motley throng of va- 
rious nations : The Counts of Tripoli and Edessa, 
the King of Jerusalem himself. Knights- Hos- 
pitallers, and Templars, Pisans, Venetians, and 
Genoese ; all who still lingered in the East in the 
hope of recovering dominion or of preserving 
trade, were here established in their own separate 
quarters, submitted only to their own national ju- 
risdictions, and jealously asserted independence on 

each other. The right to the Church of Saint 
fisaf Sabba, which had not been very precisely 

appropriated, was claimed both by the Ve- 
netians and the Genoese. The Pope, when ap- 
pealed to, decided for the former ; the latter, in 
despite of this arbitration, by a far more summary 
process, secured possession of the holy building. 
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and fortified it. Then, following up their aggres- 
sion, and supported by Philip de Montfort, the 
Governor, they attacked and pillaged themaga-* 
sines of the Venetians, and droye them from the 
City. 

• We need not detail nor dwell upon the parti- 
culars of two naval combats which succeeded this 
outrage. In both, the Venetians triumphed ; they 
burned the fleets of the Genoese, chased their re* 
sidents in turn from Acre, and, off Tyre, captured 
twenty galleys, and slew more than two thousand 
men* But the most singular result of this 
warfiure was seen in the contradictory alliances 
to which it gave birth. Hitherto, whatever 
slight part the Venetians had taken in the factions 
of Italy annexed them to the Guelphs ; and their 
inclination towards Rome had been plainly shown 
in the Crusade against Eccelino. In the present 
instance, the aid of Manfred of Sicily, a natural 
son of Frederic II., was the most valuable which 
they could receive ; for his coasts were likely to 
afford points of fisquent encounter with the Ge- 
noese, whom he regarded not only with a similar 
maritime jealousy to that cherished by the Vene- 
tians, but with yet further resentment as old and 
active coadjutors with his Papal enemies. To his 
friendship, therefore, Zeno had recourse. On like 
principles of mutual hatred against a third Power, 
and of mutual agreement to forget former injuries, 
the Doge concluded with Pisa, for ten years, a 
Treaty of Alliance offensive and defensive. 
A fax more unnatural union was formed by ^^o?" 
the Genoese. The sceptre wliich Theo« 
dore Lascaris had grasped at Nice, during the 

VOL. J, 
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cwkTfMom of tke Gkeek Em^Mae, Kad beoi 
A.D.: P^^y atrc^gplbeiKd is. ^ hasd of Ua 
im\ 80]i-hi*iaw and auoeetaotv Jeliik Dncas Ya^ 
M». tMSA. EflPeD the vicea of aillf Thftaibi»'do 
not appear to have duninished ^s powcK; 
1^^ andy bul for his sxiBonty,.liiA son, John Las- 
caark, aogyimveietBinedhkkerecyitaiyliu^ Bjr 
one of Aoae rev^utaana so goxbiboik m Orwatsd 
History, not unaceorapanied witk tmachevy aend 
bloodahad, Michaal Palseejogua, peihi^ the moak 
illuatiioiis,. certainly- the moat estei^isiiig of the 
GiseekNobles, obtainedthe guardiatumip^and afibae^ 
wards the Cvofm, of the young Piinee. Hiaftiataet; 
•f^ his. usurpation, was the BTaaion of Thrace^ 
and a bold attempt upon. ^ sobadb of Gahilai 
Itself. In this he failed ;. bul & needed Htfale £or^ 
alght to deteracHBe, that the feeble hands wMdi 
iiow ruled the Lalin Govesnment were, not Yta\f 
Xo oppose wof long* resistanGe to< so active sma 
ambitious^ a foe. Of ^ six Empereas who< had 
struggled throu|;h the half centiny which aue* 
eeeded the coBX|Ufist of Conslantisqpie, the ili^ 
Baldwin was by hx tide leaab qualifieditQ' encounftEsr 
the perils which aunrounded lank He had thrk* 
made the circuit of J^nrci^ aer a suppbdint £0* 
assistance, and he beow retained to his Eastern 
Capital imponafii^ed and dishonoured. It is an* 
necessary to speak of the ceiaitksft, sordid little- 
Besses to which poverty reduced him. ; but then 
are two facts partudly connected with the History 
of Venice too r^naricable to be omitted.. Fiulip, 
a son of tfaia last Latin Emperor of Conatanti- 
nople, was pawned by his father to s(»iie Burghers 
of Ilia Capital^ as the only security which they 
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vould accept ibv a loaA kieoflMneiimiiake wkk the 
pledge ; aad tlie Friace waft transferred by them 
to tbs custody of some Venetian merehantfr*, foe 
f^»ater safety. To^ ether mosied usvr^rs of Venice 
was entanisted » d^posky which, whatever m ou» 
pvea^it estimation, may be its^ genuineness and 
intrinaie talue, wa» cenaideied, s^ the time ol 
which we are wiitingr &» beyond all price. The 
finsqjueney of kiposlure has, no ddubt, attached 
much bot^ of ndicule and suspicion to the 
generality of xdiss ; and the silly pretensioBS to 
miraculous virtue which have been asserted for 
them, have increased these unfia^««itrable impres- 
sions. But I know not why those vivid emodonsy 
that glow of affection, that veneration and love 
with which wia eontemplate other monuments of 
Wisdom, and oof Virtue^ should be repressed and 
chilled when we turn t» like memonals of our 
Faith. , If the reputed Crown of Thom» waa 
really that borne by our Lord during His suffer- 
ings^ or (what in the ^resooit instance is the same 
thing) wasxeaUy beUeved to be such, the piety 
which covEeted iit» possession demands not our 
sarcasm but our reject. On the credit of this 
treaaure, a sum, amounting ta^out 7000/. of our 
money, had been borsow^ by the Empire : the 
time stipulated £or its redemption approaefaed ; 
and, if not redeemed, ite propasty would become 
absolutely vested ia Quenni, a Venetian wh^ 
had advanced tfie looii* Lotus of France, who 
has been canonized for his devotion, profited by 
tibe opportunity; and, alter an agreement with 

* SantUus (apud Ge»ta DH per Frtmcoa) Seereta FMW. Crw«v ilv. 
4 18. 

o 2 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



196 FALL OF THB LATIN EtfPIRB. 

Baldwin, discharged the debt, and conveyed the 
relic to Paris. The Sainte Chapelle was built 
and consecrated for its reception. It was jealously 
guarded* and magnificently enshrined ; and, after 
the lapse of four centuries, on one of those occa- 
sions by which, as a corrective to human pride, 
the weakness of the Good and the follies of the 
Wise are permitted to exhibit themselves in 
strong light, by being produced as a voucher for 
enthusiasm it excited the surprise and curiosity, 
the credulity or the scepticism, of all the Christian 
World. 

While Baldwin, reduced to this destitution, 
tottered on his throne, the fierce spirit of the 
Genoese saw, in an alliance with Michael Palaeo- 
logus, a hope of wreaking vengeance upon their 
detested rival ; and, careless of the means, pro- 
vided Venice were depressed, they covenanted for 
the recapture of Constantinople. The Treaty exists 
by which they bound themselves to furnish the 
Emperor of Nice with a certain number of vessels 
at a fixed price ; the Emperor, in return, pro- 
mising them immunity from tolls and customs in 
all his ports. That catastrophe which the blind 
passion of the Genoese prepared, the imprudence 
of the Venetians completed. The chief strength 
of the garrison of Constantinople, the only French 
and Venetian troops by which it was manned, 
were employed, by the Podestd of the latter 
nation, in an idle expedition. On the return of 

• The treainres of X« SakUe Chapelle, before the French Bevo- 
luUoDf were exhibited only en vertu de Lettrea de Cachet^ par ordre 
rfu R9g. The miracle asserted to hare been wrought on Pascal's 
niece is well known to ererybody. 
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their fleet from an unsuccessful attempt on Daph- 
nusia, the Latin Empire had ceased to 
exist: a hold coup de main had placed ^^* 
the defenceless Capital in the hands of a 
partisan of Michael, and the Venetian galleys 
arrived hut in time to afford refuge to the afi&ighted 
Baldwin and his Court 

On the entry of Michael Palseologus into Con-» 
Stantinople, he confirmed the privileges for which 
the Genoese had stipulated; hut, at the same time, 
wisely considering how much of the wealth of his 
restored Empire must depend upon general com- 
merce, he encouraged the Pisan and Venetian 
merchants to remain, hy similar grants. The 
Genoese, heing likely to presume upon their 
alliance, were removed to Galata ; the other 
foreigners were permitted to dwell within the city. 
To each nation was assigned its own quarter;, 
and, as distinct Republics within the Empire, they 
enjoyed their own Laws and submitted to their 
own Governors. That of the Venetians is, hence- 
forward, known by the title Bailo. Although 
thus far protecting her Civil residents in his metro- 
polis, the Emperor continued his warlike opera* 
tions against Venice. Negropont was attacked ; 
Scio, Lemnos, and Rhodes were conquered. The 
first was bestowed as a fief upon the Genoese, 
and was retained by them for three Centuries. 
Perhaps the Venetian pride was still more deeply 
wounded when their rivals were permitted to 
demolish a Palace which had been once assigned 
to Venice in the Capital of the East, and to trans- 
port its materials to their own shores, as recorda 
of their influence and their implacability. 
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The bare xec^Ud otf the sia^al cesdbalto whteh 
succeeded belmteen tbe Y^ietiaiis and the Geiioeee 
would be a tedioisB and nnproitsble tadk. Lk^ 
more indeed is to be told than thart;, in a 'Course ^ 
eigbt years, no leBsl^an five-sangtonary batties wwe 
fought, and that, in «U, the Venetians trkmophed. 
Whatever valour might be displayed, wkate^et 
^ory might be won, neither permanent benefit to 
fiiemBehres nor injury to thekveaemieB accrued ifOfm 
these yictories. They resembled «our own naval 
engagements with the Dateh, during 1^ XVII^ 
Century, in which the vanquiif^d of to-day was 
prepared to renew tibe battle ahnost on the mor* 
row, TSL^kiex than those mig^ triumphs of later 
times, which neither needed nor permitted 'heepKSBt 
sep9titioii, and in which Rodntey and N«ls4Hi«wept 
the Oeean at a single blow. We pause indeed wiOt 
smrprise on the «nei^, «ad, if we may so i^ak, 
on the intense vitality of die Genoese. Antseus* 
like, they appear to hav;e heeai oveii^fow^ft on thedr 
pe^diar element, only to aoqfube new Oac&ngfki by 
their fall. Resten off the Moiea, ^ey were stiM 
able to insult iAnek ^Mwperon eveai in th^ own 

ports. In an engagement under the heights 
\m ^^ ^^ Sicilian Trapani, not oae of their 

vessels eseaped the flames, die flood, or Ite 
enemy; yet, notwsthstMidiBg this honible carnage 
MtbkAx had almost extexmiinated their mariners, 

and the desertion of their aily Palaeoio^us, 
^2^* who, despairing of 4^eir«au8e, had sigo^ a 

separate fVuce Ibr Are yetet%^ we find them, 
in ^ following can^paign, dis^nbaildiig a f<»oe 
which destroyed the Venetian «olony in Candta ; 
and again, with somilar tbtavery, to fonner ill 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



m 

fiNTtUDie, ocnfrontiDg their nral ga the •eoast of 
Tyve. JX was mot Iffl the project c^ a ftesh Cru* 
aade Tendered a maritisie Peace aeoessaiy for the 
safe transpoit of that gaUant and demtod hand 
taiQiieh St. Louis was asiembiing to perish laiser- 
cPbiy in A£!]ca,4hat the competitors woold listen t* 
acconimodatjon. And, even then, when all Chris** 
tendom stuped forward to arbilarate their quarrel, 
iHid the seeming inteveste of Religion were sus«> 
laendedon its adjustment, such was the bitterness 
of their animosity, that Peace was rejected, ' 

and aTnice forafewyears was idl that ooiild ^^^ 
l>e forced on their reluctant aooqptance. 

It was during the rage of mudi intestine com* 
notion in each of the Republics that this war was 
waged. The revdutions of Genoa are foreign t* 
our subject, and it must suffice to say that she 
was agitated both by a struggle with her Aristo* 
cracy, and by the tlueatenea invasion of Charles 
of Anjoa. In Venice, the necessary expense of 
war had occasioned the iu^&* of additional taxes; 
which ev^i success could not i^p of their un* 
popularity; and the unreasonable rabble of its 
Capital, pvoud of glory but anwiHing to pay its 
pnce, Tose in the stre^ ettadced the Ducal 
ralaoe, and pkmdeved many of those belonging 
to loobies who weve odious or saspected. Tb^ 
insuxrection was suppressed by the prompt sum* 
BKms of some neighbourisig garrisons, and punished 
by numerous and severe executions : and, at this 
period of disorder, a new Election became neces* 
aary by the death of Zeno. The change intso- 
duc^ in its toaa exhibited a very singular combl*- 
nation of chance wilb free choice; and an endea- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



J^QO KXW UODB OF 

TOur was tnade to exclude the possibility of 
influence by any predominatbg faction, through 
a complication of processes which no sagacity of 
intriffue could hope either to foresee or to direct. 

Tne aid of the diagram on the opposite page will 
render intelligible this intricate form, which conti«^ 
nued in force as long as the Republic existed. The 
forty-one* Electors to whom the choice had hi^ 
therto been confided, were abolished. In their place, 
thirty Members were set apart, by ballot, from the 
Grand Council. These were r^uced, by ballot 
also, to nine : by whom forty provisional Electors 
were named ; the first four Counsellors each naming 
five, the five last, four; and the whole being 
afterwards approved by at least ^ye voices out of 
the nine. Ballot reduced these forty to twelve, 
the first of whom named three new Electors, each 
of the others two ; and the whole twenty-five 
resulting from their joint choice being confirmed 
by nine voices. From these, a Committee of nine 
was again obtained by ballot; of which each 
Member appointed five Electors, confirmed by 
seven voices. These forty-five were diminished, 
by ballot, once more to eleven, of whom each of 
the first eight named four persons, the last three, 
three : and the forty- one thus formed, having been 
ratified by nine voices, constituted the definitive 
Electors ; provided, after the scrutiny of each name 
by the Grand Council, it united an absolute majo-^ 
rity of their suffrages. If it failed to do so, the 
last Committee of eleven was bound to select a 

* One was added in 1249, to the original forty. In order to prevent 
the recurrence of an equal division, which, in 122S, had protracted 
nn election during more than two months, till it was decided by lot; 
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sub8(tatute. It ynS. he perceived that the Electors, 
therefore, were produced hf no less than five 
l)aUot8 and five Bcrutinies*. Immediately after 
their approval by the 'Council, the Electors were 
•conducted into an apartment horn which, until 
the annoimcement of their decision, all egress 
fivas peremptorily forbidden. No communication 
writh those without was permitted, and the very 
v^indows were most je^ously dosed. To lighten 
the tedium of their confinemeat, they were mag- 
nificently entertained at the public expense ; and 
every wish expressed by them, which did not 
involve in it a possibility of brealdng through their 
isolation, was promptly gratified. But so ludi- 
oonisly precise were the cautions adopted to pne- 
irent the ajppeaxance of any individual preference, 
that whateverany one Member of the elective Body 
asked for, during the conclave, was given not to 
bini sin^, bat, with him, to eadi of his brethren 

* Paru bas lUnrtrated this complicated operation by tbe diagram 
{Rrhich we hare borrowed, and also by tbe foliowiqg Italian rhymes, 
onrhieh fall very Intimately into EngUsh memorial doggrel. 

SVen^a elegge il Cwueglio, From the Coancil's nomination 
tDi quei Nove kmmo it megUo : Thirtymeet; Ninefceep their station: 

IQumii elegfm Qtmmnta, forty next by these are chosen, 

JBfa eJd jdm in lor -H ivmnta Who, by lot, become a Dosen. 

JSoH DoieeifChe famno Five and twenty then combine 

WeiUi cinque : ma atanno To produce another Nine j 

JDi fuesH soli Nove, Hence are Five and Forty given, 

Che fan con le lor prove Who diminished to Eleven, 

(Qttoran/a dnque a ponto ; Are by Forty-one succeeded ; 

i2>6* yiiali Undedl in oonto Of whose final votes are needed 

Mef^on Qtutrmmt* uno, Five and twenty, to create 

IChechkui tutUinum, The presiding Magistrate j 

vCon Venti ein^m almeno The Setene, by whom elected, 

WoH, fanno il Serene Thus, our fiUtutes are protected. 
Wrencipe checoregge 
^tatuti, ordini e le£ge. 
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aho. Thus, aufip^calaoiiJ^japioiisEfeekflrfor 
a Roaary, &aty-oBe RoaacicMB were eanied into 
ihe Bak>oii ; -and « limilar .reqpwBt, after the myea- 
tiaa of Rintistg, for a copy of Maop^ii Fables 
entailed the aeeesBity of a aeardi through all 
die boeksetiers* shops in the Capital, foraomany 
kofweBsionB of that book as wo^ Boffioe to con- 
vkhce the whole Body of Eleotoxs thai no paitiaiity 
was designed ta favour of one. 

The £leoton, having <ihoa» 4hree PrioHj de» 
aaanded the assistauGe of two Secretaries, wh» 
were »tbjected to the same personal restrieticma 
wi^ dieanselves. Each Eleetor lhen« aocording 
to his seniority of age« i^ced in an urn a scroll 
written by his own kund, ccmtaining the name of 
some Member of the Grand Council whom he oon» 
ttdered fittest lor Doge. One oi the Seerekariea 
drew out l^iese scrolls at hazard, and read eaeh name 
in turn ; and, as eaeh was read, any one of the 
SSectors might state at length whatever objectionB 
oocurred to him. If the candidate proposed were 
himself an Elector, he was instructed to withdraw 
while any aoGUsatlnHi was pnaferred, but he had 
liberty to reappear and answer it. The final deci- 
sion was obtained by ballot ; and that candidate 
was suecessfijl in whotse favour twenty-five anf- 
firages were united. 

The first Doge who emerged fi^m this laby« 
liatk, was Lorenzo Thx£polo. He was 
an ardei^ supporter of the Anstocratical -^^'^ 
interests ; aod some years before, in open, 
day, and in the public streets of ^Ihe Capital, he 
had been poniarded and left for dead, by two 
leading Membecs of Ihe i^posite facticm. Distin- 
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guished as a naval commander, and by a victory 
which he had won during the Genoese war, he 
was a favourite with the sailors ; who, on the 
announcement of his election, raised him on their 
shoulders, and carried him in triumph to his Palace. 
Hence arose a custom, which in the end was the 
sole share retained by the People in the election 
of their Chief Magistrate ; the artificers of the 
Grand Arsenal claimed the right of bearing the 
new Doge in his chair, when he made the circuit 
of the Piazza of St Mark, on the day of his 
election. The Battle in which Thiepolo had 
gained distinction, and endeared himself to the 
fleet, was that fought in the Syrian seas at the 
commencement of me war with Genoa, which led 
to the expulsion of her merchants from Acre. To 
commemorate their triumph, the Venetians trans* 
ported to their Capital, among other spoils of that 
city, two square marble columns, inscribed with 
hieroglyphics and Syrian characters, which de* 
corated the chief portal of the disputed Church of 
Saint Sabba. These trophies were erected between 
the Broglio and the Baptistery of St. Mark's, where 
they still remain. 

Immediately after the great change above 
noticed, an office was created, the only one con- 
nected with Government which belonged to the 
CUtadinL The Great Council, the Senate, aiid, 
the Tribunals, all required Secretaries, and from 
that Body, to which the Nobles were ineligible, 
the Council nominated a Grand Chancellor, in- 
vested with extraordinary dignity, this Officer was 
wholly debarred from power ; he had a seat in all 
the assemblies, but he was denied a suffrage ; h& 
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took precedence of every Member of the Council, 
except the Procuratori of St. Mark and the Coun- 
sellors of the Doge ; the Great Seal of the Republic 
was deposited in his custody, his allowances were 
splendid, and he could not be removed during 
life. On his inauguration, the Procuratori who 
accompanied him to the Collegia yielded him the 
pcu, as the Nobles also did to such Citizens as 
attended the procession. His obsequies were cele- 
brated with as much pomp as those of the Doge 
himself; he was interred in St. Mark's, a funeral 
oration was pronounced over his remains, and the 

MoDBRN Habits, trom Fbrbarzo. 




Grand Chancellor. Savlo Grande.— See p. 81. 
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Senators who lebaBed their aniietrobeff at tlie 
hwaal of the Prince, mouined ftn the CiaaBceiior 
in saUes; So lughly^ esteemed was dib oftee, 
diat, dtomig the times in whieh Nobilily was to be 



more than, onee' preferred, whenever such ch(»ce 
was afforded, to inscription in the GdAsA Book. 
A few years after the accession of Gioyanih 
Dajomilo, Nicholas IV., the reigninff 
^^' Pope, partially compassed an object whii£ 
had been much coveted during the reigns 
of no less than ten. of his predecessors ; and. a Con^ 
cordat was arranged for the establishment 
tm' ®^ *^® Inquisition m Venice. But the wa- 
riness of her Government took especial 
pains to prevent this foreign jurisdiction from 
attaining any power which might affect its own ; 
and the immunities of temporal dominion were 
carefully fortified against the encroachments of 
Ecclesiastical ambition. At no place in which 
the Holy Office obtained a seat, did it so little 
further the purposes of its foimders as in the 
Lagune, Its Tribunal in die Capital consisted 
of the Papal Nuncio, the Bbhop of Venice, 
and one oiher Ecclesiastic: neither of which 
latter could act without the permissicHi of the 
Doge. In the Provinces, the Pope, in like 
manner, had &e barren privHege of nomination ; 
but his nominees were poweriess if the Doge en- 
forced his veto. Three Senators in Venice, three 
Magistrates in the Provinces, completed the In- 
quisitorial band ; and, without their pesence, all 
proceedings were absolutely null. They might 
suspend the deliberations and prohibit uie exe- 
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«ali€n of the lenleBeci o£ tiieir Couvk, if they 
jfidged Am& cooixBiy ter the ntereil* ef the 
Bepublic. Seaeey, we boasted ixiaateT-eiigiii0 
id ihe histstiilioiir here knt not its efficacy 1« 
skrengtheiK 1^ Pontifical am:, fov the. aesiiitaiito 
weie bound by oath to zevaal all paoeeediiigv ta 
Ibe Senate^ and na^ af^eal nor evoealrak to Rome 
was permitted. Numerous oifences, of which the 
Holy Oiise daemhexe. asseited its ri^ of cogni- 
aaa^?4iMa.3iieie exempted; and Herei^, in its 
strictest senses was ^ aofe came reserred for its 
jurlsdictioQw Thnsy. it was sdd tbal it waa not just 
that the Rcffluah Cluirch sikould extend her autho* 
xiliy beyond her own MembexVy and, l^erefoFe, 
aeith^ Jews ner Sredca were amenable ta her 
Cloiats. In bigamy, the second naxriager being 
read, was esteemed asii infraction of the Civil code, 
not a violatioii of a Sacrament ; and, provided they 
had notinsidted any spiritual ordinances or offices. 
Blasphemers^ Usnrers, and Sorcerers,- tiuMe moat 
copious sonrees of victins to Ihe Inquiskion, were 
emancipated ham its gnMp. All oflbnces ef 
Priests were tried by S^ufaor Judges ; aid even 
the funds of the Holy Office were managed by a 
Venetian TreasHior, and inspected and contaoUed 
by the Senate. The property of condemned pri- 
soners revested to their heirs, instead of being 
Gonfiscataed ;- and, ai^ the invention of Frintmg", 
the tyranny of State-^ceneing waa divested of all 
interferenee from the InqniNlors, and committed 
entirely to the Civil magistrataa. Sudi ?peie some 
of the chief barriers which effectually prevented 
that bloody and ferocious l^bunal frcmt striking 
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its baneful roots deeply into the soil of Venice. 
Its establishment there, and tlie restrictions by 
which it was limited, have been accurately recorded 
by the ablest writer whom the Republic ever pro- 
duced ; and the History of Paolo Sarpi may be 
perused with advantage as teaching both the arti- 
fices of Rome and the wisdom which countervailed 
them. 

The reign of Pietro GRAnsNioo is remarkable 
both for its foreign and domestic incidents, 
I2S' Even while the Electors were deliberating, 
after the death of Giovanni Dandolo, the 
strong current of popular feeling against that Aris- 
tocracy which was so soon to engross the whole 
power of the State, manifested itself fiercely but 
vainly. A crowd assembled under the windows of 
the Palace, and, on their own authority, proclaimed 
Giacopo Thiepolo Doge. Far from possessing 
the boisterous requisites for a Demagogue, this 
Candidate of the People was a man of benevolent 
temper and of gentle, if not timid spirit : and the 
very qualities which probably occasioned his irre- 
gular election, induced him to withdraw from a 
City in which his presence encouraged sedition. 
Six days elapsed before the Electors ventured to 
announce their choice. It had fallen upon one in 
all pomts calculated to oppose that growing spirit 
of insubordination, which, had it been successful, 
would have been justly styled the Love of Liberty : 
and, by placing Gradenigo in power, the Oligar- 
chical faction obtained an instrument well fitted to 
consummate the great changes which had been 
long gradually maturing in the Constitution. 
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Before entering, however, upon these political' 
alterations, we must first briefly advert to some 
foreign transactions. 

On the expiration of the Truce with the 
Genoese, hostilities were renewed, with a. d. 
more than former implacability, and with ^^^* 
an entire reverse of former fortune. Genoa, by 
her connexion with the Greeks, had acquired 
great strength in the East; she was mistress of 
Scio, she possessed many establishments on the 
shores of the Black Sea, and, among them, the 
important town of Caifa, which commands the 
entrance of the Sea of Azoph. Above all, she held, 
as a fief of the Empire, Pera, the suburb of Con-* 
fitantinople ; and, by its occupation, she virtually re- 
tained the keys of that great Capital, she controlled- 
its fishery and its customs, without her permis* 
sion not a bark could navigate its harbour, and, as 
she closed or threw open her granaries, famine or 
abundance waited on her pleasure. Pera, never- 
theless, was as yet unfortified, and it was easily^ 
surprised and burned by a Venetian armament ; 
which, passing on to the Black Sea, spread terror 
through its coasts, and ravaged the equally defence- 
less Caffa. The detachment employed on this- 
latter service imprudently wintered in the Crimea, 
and paid for its daring by the loss of more than 
half its crew and equipments. The Genoese were 
^eedily revenged ; and the temporary abandon- 
ment of Pera was, in the end, most advantageous 
to their interests ; for, having received permission 
to fortify it, they raised their works with incredible 
rapidity, and soon rendered themselves as formi- 
dable to their allies, as they became impregnable 

VOL. I, p 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



by tib»y enemies, lb tiie romn time mxty^as. 
gaUey&, a poxtkai of ft lafger fte^ o£ one hjuadvtd 
and sixty sail, in which were emkuEkcd tweufy-five 
ibousand troc^ps^ all nathres of Genoa, penetrated 
the Adriatic ; where, ofF Cuczofta, they encoairieved 
a supertov Venetian force. HJocfemaiyed by lii« 
appearance of no leas than ninety-^e hostikt 
iresseby Laanba Dorifr deiaehed fifteen of hts own, 
with orders not to enga^ till they coald bear down 
with the wind, during tiui heat of actiim. Thiti 
Wld manceuvre stteceeded The aihock of the fiesh 
and unexpected galleys ymx^ irreBistible ; and nera? 
was a heavier dwat auffieied thaft that inflicted on 
the Venetians : sixtj-fin^ of thcar ships wece burned^, 
aad eighteen, with aevesi thoifisand ladaoners, takrao. 
Among these pxifioiiets was one. whose celebrity, oa 
another accoim^ has reached ovx own times ; and^ 
it is, perhaps,, to the cafitiyity of Maarco Pblo that wo: 
ure indebted for the written History of his Travdb^ 
After an idisence of nearly fi:>isty years, spent, for 
tiie most party in Counlrtes aa yet unesplored,. 
this enterpisin^ Yeneliaai had. returned from tha 
Tartar Court of Kublai Khaii> to reeount th» 
wonders of eaireiae: Aaa to his feUow«<dGtizens.. 
Bis great nautieal expexience detained for lum: 
the command of a galli^ in this unfortuiiate action, 
in which he was fDiemost in the attack, was 
wounded^ mid taken pKtsoner. Ta beguile the 
tediouaness of four ^seaifsf imprisonaent, he com* 
mitted his adventures to paper ; and, owing to the 
8ur][Hrise and admiration whiek they es^ited evea 
among the Genoese^ he obtained liis freedom. A 
less happy fate awaited die Venetian Admirai, 
Audita DandokiL The Genoesa, eaaihkig in thenr 
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Mcceoiy and forgetflil ef tfa^ respect which a 
g«fieTous spirit gladly pays to a brave, though 
vanquished enemyy loaded th^ iUustrious prisoner 
with chains, and exposed hin^ conspicuously to the 
Kide gaze of the fleet, as a signal evidence of thek 
victory. Before they reached their Capital, Dan^ 
dolo had depnvBd them of this barbarous tdumph^ 
for, leaping from the bench of the galley, lie 
dashed his head fordbly againi^ her aids, and was 
borne on shore a corpse. 

The following year witnessed a second naval 
defeat of the Venetians, off Gallipoli, less 
disastrous than that which we have just f^* 
related, only inasmuch as- the forces en- 
gaged were inferier in numbers ; and sixteen ships 
CMt of four ai»l twenty fell into the power of tibie 
conquerors. The seas could no lotiger be disputed 
with the 6e»^se ; yet how little in these tknes 
were- the gcaieral principles oi maiitbne warfare 
imderstood! After the loss of more than one 
hundred ships, "wtAe Venice was unable to man a 
squadron which could foce the overwhehning 
snperiority of her enemy, we read with surprise of 
a gallant adventurer, Sclavoni, whos widi no more 
than four gaUieys, escaped the vigilance of the 
Mediterranean <m»sers, made a bold and successM 
attack iq>on 1^ Capital of the victors, burned one 
of their merchantmen «&ch<ved in the port and 
vnder ^ very waBs of Genoa, and returned to 
the LcBgwme laden with a eonsidemble booty. 

This useless and destmetive oontei^, in which 
each party, wil^lout acqiueition of real glory, ex« 
liaiiBted its own strengi^ while injuring its advert 
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sary, was closed for a while by the mediation of 
Matteo Visconti, Lord of Milan, and Peace 
^•^- was concluded as a breathing-time for fresh 
war. Genoa had obtained the right of 
dictating terms, and she prohibited any armed 
Venetian ship from entering the Black Sea, or 
touching on the coast of Syria, for the next thir* 
teen years. 

Two years before he was disengaged from the 
IP Genoese war, Gradenigo obtained a decree of 
the Great Council, which maybe esteemed the 
comer- stone upon which the future, pure Oligarchy 
of Venice was consolidated. Hitherto, if we have 
spoken of different classes existing in this State, 
the distinction between them must be considered 
much more as conventional, than as resulting 
from positive institutions. The population of 
Venice can scarcely be said to have been separated 
into Patrician and Plebeian, by any of those 
marked and decided boundaries which struck a 
deep and early root in other communities. Her 
origin was friendly to the preservation of as much 
equality as can practically exist in any large 
Society ; and the want of all landed territory had 
kept her aloof from the introduction of the Feodal 
system, with its accompaniments of Lordships and 
Vassalage, Still, wherever numbers of men are 
congregated into one Body, some pre-eminence 
must be attained ; some individuals will command 
greater respect, and consequently exercise greater 
influence, than their contemporaries. This supe- 
riority, in the first instance, will, probably, be ae- 
eord^ to talent ; and those who possess the most 
intimate knowledge of the nature of their fellow 
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men will be most likely to obtain the earliest 
guidance of their conduct Wealth will next 
establish a claim to regard; and, as riches are 
more frequently transmitted to posterity than 
ability, the first distinctions of what may be called 
hereditary rank will accrue to the families pos^ 
sessed of most substance. It is easy to perceive 
in what manner ^ese advantages, Ifirhen once ob- 
tamed, (and the lapse of very few years in any 
Civilized Society cannot but bestow them) will lead 
to a virtual, if not to an acknowledged separation 
of classes : and it is natural to suppose that those 
who, in any way, are elevated above their brethren, 
will find both the readiest access to magisterial 
offices and the surest methods of retaining them : 
so that hence also arises another source of dis- 
tinction. Such appears to have been the pro** 
gress of what, in conformity with the habits of 
other Countries, we must name the Venetian No* 
bility. 

The Great Council, placed, in its very outset, 
beyond the reach of popular sufirage, had gradually 
eluded even the slight control of annual election. 
Without being able to trace the progress of usurpa* 
tion, step by step, it may be enough to say that 
it attributed to itseJf the right of naming the twelve 
Electors by whom it was to be renewed ; and con- 
sequently that, in point of fact, it re-elected itself. 
Hence, for the most part, its members were chosen 
from the same families, or, rather, generally 
consisted of the same individuals who had once 
obtained seats in it Still, at least in name, it was 
neither permanent nor exclusive. No one affirmed 
-an hereditary claim to its honours ; no one asserted 
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thift lie belongad to Jl odienrita Aaa as a fepu^ 
seatatwe; and the poorest citijEea, hoyrev^ oen* 
scious that he oould never liope for ^nroliaeat 
npon its Ust of Sagea, eontooted bkasetf wkb a 
betief daat diere was no other obstacle to so bnghfe 
a fortane esGoept improbabiM^. 

Eresk ihis oonsolalory laUac^ ivas iK>w to be 
dissipatod. In the iast zeigps« a propoBition bad 
been made, that the aaaiMd Electors should be 
ini^brueted never to choose any Menofher who had 
not himself afaready been adaiittod, or who waa 
unable to prove the admissioa of some aaoeetor, 
Sandolo, who fitvouxed the po^pidar ioberesls, 

opposed this pBoject, aad it was rented: 
{^ dbrademgo obtayand die same object by a 

more eircuitow route. Assuming th^ aa 
the a&suai elections had almost iavariably ia^left 
up<m dse same indlvidyab, those indivSduals had, 
therefinre, esltaUished a aig^ be did not so mucb 
support the claim of re-election to a Body of whidh 
he already held them to be constituent Members^ 
as the necessity of determining whedier the^ wensf 
still worthy of oontuming in it. This artful repcse- 
sentation, as will be seen at oaoe, whoUy changed 
the nature of the CounoiL To effect his purpose, 
the Doge proposed that a Mst of all who had 
been Members during the last four yeara should 
be submitted to tlie XL, and that ev€9ry Member 
who united twdve of their suffrages should retain 
his seat. At ihe expiration of a yoaar, the ssase 
acratiny was to he repealed. To prev«it die 
afpearanee of aa entire eaiclusion of all but thio 
favoured ckss, three Members of the Coundl wesa 
instructed to form a supplementary list dP Citizena 
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^igible witiioitt hvmg alt eiMly sat Hiese #«ie 
United m meBeher hj the Signory, and wen 
IwUoted ii>T9 in Hke msBmer, hj the XL. It Is 
needless to speak of the class from which Ihn Mit 
uras aelecled : it was •similasr to that of the exkling 
JiCembera. Ilie decme passed, and hears in His^ 
Ixyry the Bane of The Cixmng ef ike Council 
iLa Strrtda dd mastor ^Cbineis). it was not sack 
in £ftct ; hut ^ was the ifint step towards at, and the 
«die» were rapidly tvoddeifc. Daflng the nest 
jlwo years tfae XL Yekunied exacdy ^le 
same Members. Is the third, all names ^^ 
were excluded frcm the stqiplaraentary list, 
hat those of pecssns who {theaset^ or whose 
aftcestors had been Memtars. A sHhse- 
^quent ststote spoke of the podlti^e excknion ^^, 
4of those who wnsre ^sontemptoously termed Ntw 
men. Not k>iig after, a Register was nopened, 
in which all qwdified p^sons hanringattained '^^ 
4h« age of Eighteen were required to inscribe 
their names ; and, kutiy, the periodical re» 
siewals, and the supj^evietitary lists were ^^^. 
•swept away; the exis^ig Coiisidl was dedbosed 
permaaent and hereditary; smd whoever cocdd 
|irov« kis ancestral right was permitted, when five 
«»d twenty years oM, to assert his chim, as the 
form ran, per wuos tt per wigmH qumque annm^ 
to be enifrfled in the Goi^meh Book {11 Libro 
^Oro) of Noktlity, and thus to be admitted as a 
Member of the Great Council. Thirty dispensa- 
liotts— at £r«t decided by lot, siterwards sotne^nes 
4M;corded to merit, but more freqaently pat up to 
sale — ^were also granted, by which such young 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



216 CLASSES 3XP 

Patricians as obtained them might take their seats 
at the age of twenty-one. They were named 
I Barberinij because they were elected on the 
J'east of San Barbo. 

In later days, the Nohili were arranged, if not 
formally, at least conventionally, in four classes. 
.TJie most distinguished, Gli Eletiorcdi, were de* 
scendants of the twelve Tribunes by whom the ^rst 
Doge had been elected in the year 697 : to these 
;were annexed four families, whose representatives, 
in conjunction with the above-mentioned twelve, 
sighed an instrument for the foundation of the 
Abbey of San Georgio Maggiore, in the year 800. 
Of these, the former are sometimes spoken of as 
I dodici Apostoli * ^ the latter as I quatro Evange- 
listi f. Six other families also were admitted with- 
'Out hesitation to the first class |; and there were 
two or three besides whose clahn was more or less 
contested:: this class furnished more than half her 
Doges to the Republic. The second class con^ 
sisted of those whose ancestors were Members of 
the Grand Council at the time of its closing, and 
,each of these has had its Doge. The third com- 
prised thirty families admitted after the War of 
•Chiozza, in Tetum for the ^eat services which 
they had rendered to the State ; three of these 
•also have produced a Doge. The fourth and 
lowest class originated among Venetian Citizens, 
dandiotes, or other Provincials, who, during the 

• Badonari, Barossi, Contarini, Dandoli, Falieri, Gradeaiglil, 
^emmi otherwise Monegari, Michieli, MoroainU PolituI, Sanud^ 
otherwise Candiani, Thiepoli. 

t Bembi, Bragadini, CornaH, Giustiniani. 

t Delfini, Querlni, Sagredi, Soransi, ZenI, Ziani. 
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ITurkisli wars, upon which we have not yet enter^^ 
gratified their own vanity and relieved the neces* 
sities of the Republic by purchasing Nobility at 
the market-price of one hundred thousand ducats. 
One only Doge was elevated from this division, and, 
singularly enough, it was Manini, the last Sovereign 
of Ids Country. These four classes of Nobility 
altogether seldom exceeded twelve hundred in 
number, but to these must be added another, which 
may be considered as honorary. It included such 
illustrious foreigners (and among tliese more than 
one Crowned head was numbered) as had solicited 
t>r received inscription in the Golden Book. This 
honour was very jealously guarded, and it was not 
^hout extreme difficulty that Gregory XIII*^ ob- 
lained admission for one of his bastard sons« AM 
illegitimate children of the native Nobility, even 
those who had been legitimated by a subsequent 
marriage, were rigorously excluded ; and the Coun- 
•cil, after long deliberation upon the style by which 
the Pope's nephew should be recognised, at last 
jdecided upon a form sufficiently ambiguous to 
jremove its scruples ; II Signor Giacomo Bu<m» 
compagno, stretto parenie di sua Santita — a near 
relation of his Holiness. 

Besides the above distribution of the Nobles into 
•classes, there was a yet more summary mode of 
distmguishing them : the rich were termed J 8ig* 
nori ; the poor, who formed two thirds of the body, 
und who chiefly inhabited the cheap quarter of 
.San Bamabo, I Bamahoti. Or, retaining Bama^ 
Jfoti for the last, the wealthiest were named, in a 
-6ort of slang language, Sangue bid or Sangue 
Colombin, Blue blood or Pigeon's blood ; the mo- 
derately rich Morel di mezo, middle piece. The 
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pide of burtk, however, was diaooiinigad as imicE 
AS possible in Venice, when it led to oomparisons 
whidh might occasion disunion saiong the Nobi- 
Hty ; and one of the ordinanoes of that most feaxful 
Tribunal which we shall have occasion to notice 
kereafter, ^be Inquisition of State, directed itself, 
with that which to most will iqypear disproportioBate 
aeverity, against such as disparaged thenr bretinea 
by boasting of their own siroerior antiqui^. The 
spies entertained among the Patricians were warned 
to report all expressions of this tendency ; the first 
oilence was punished with six months' imprison* 
ment in ^e Pwmbi, those £stal dungeons under 
tiie leads of the Docal Palace, from which few 
returned alive ; for the second, the indiscreet bal^ 
bier was to be drowned secretly*. An aoiecdota 
is related hy Amelot de la Houssaye, whidi, 
perhaps, may have been invented for the safee of 
the jest whidi it contains, but which nevertheless 
well illustrates the spirit of the Venetian Govern* 
ment on this point One of the Da Ponte family^ 
in a dispute with a GoQtleman named Cajude^ 
boasted that the Powti (Bridges) were much above 
the CanaU (Canals) ; his antaganisl replied that 
the Canali were in being kmg ^oie the existence 
of the P<mlL The Senate interfered, and informed 
the one that it possessed power to fill up the 
ikmaU ; the otiier, that it could knock down the 
Bridges^. 

It must not be su^^xised that this revolution was 
effected as quiedy as it Is here related, or that the 
People at lai^ were insensible to their exduaioin 
^om all share in liieir own Govemokent. Giade- 

t OM, du9mt9, de Vttri9e, L SL 
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tiigo addresBed hitnsetf widi much ait to the niUnff 
VaBsions of the dil^e&t ptities in the Stale. A 
few iodividualsof influenoe had been inadvertenth- 
omitted in l^e "fir^ lists of the Xjfreat Council t 
And most of these were soon afterwards speciallj 
Bummoned to it. The Populace, united and little 
anxious for real power, yet proud of fam^iat 
Wpproaek to those by whom it is administered, 
were cajoled by an empty condescension ; y/hen the 
Doffe invited the Ftshermen of llie Capital to a 

Sbu6 banquet, and permitted them to embrace 
n at its conclusion. So gratifying was Mb pri* 
^ege that the commonalty became BAwillmg to 
telinquish it, and it passed into an annual eastom. 
But, in after years, when the Arktoeracy ^»as firmly 
^established, spirits, like those of Caius Marcius, 
were found among €ie Nobles, which vevolted 
from this ' supple bonneting' of the Rabble ; and 
a Contarini, mien in authority, refused the ill- 
assorted feast and the kiss ei mock fratemky. 
His denial, tf persevered in, might have shakoi 
Venice to its base. When the Fishermen assem- 
bled on the appointed day, and ckmorously de- 
manded admlsi»(m, it was long before the reluctant 
Doge was prevailed upon to appear, and evea 
when he did so, he was masked. His guests, 
approaching him individually, inflicted the kiss ; 
and as a monument of thdr trium;^ they afb^- 
waids placed in Uie Church of Sta. Agnese a 
^cture representing the ceremony. 

In little more than two years, however; from 
the first closing of the Council, the dis- 
.contented found a leader ; and three Citi- ^^^- 
,2eBs of t^ midcSe dass of Soeiety medi- 
tated the assassination of the Doge, and a re* 
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modelling of the Goverhmeitt. Few circumatanc^ 
of this conspiracy are preserved to us, beyond the 
names of the chief actors and its suppression. Bj 
the vigilance of the Doge, or the imprudence of 
the insurgents, the plot was discovered before it 
was ripe for execution, and Bocconio, Baldovino, 
and Giuda perished on the scaffold. 
. Some of the native writers have fixed upon this 
time as an epoch in Venetian History, and have 
affirmed that the year 1303 witnessed the termina- 
tion of the adolescence of the Republic. * Ever 
since,' observes an author whose prescience mani- 
festly did not extend so far as the XIX*^ Century^ 
.' she has proceeded with the gravity and prudence 
t>f mature age ; and, being a happy mixture of 
Jif onarchy. Aristocracy, and Democracy, it is likely, 
with the assistance of the Gods, that she will en* 
jdure to eternity * !' 

. An embroilment with the Holy See for a while 
diverted the attention of the RepubUc from domestic 
ijuarrels, only that they might in the end be re« 

newed with increased virulence. The suc- 
.AjD- cession of Ferrara was disputed, on the 

death of Azzo VIII. of Este, by Francesco 
A brother, and Fresco a natural son t? to each of 
whom it had been bequeathed by separate Wills of 
the deceased Prince. The Venetians, calculating 
upon some private advantage by interference in a 
neighbouring contest, espoused the interests of 
the latter, and despatched to his support six thou** 

* See the authorities referred to by M'Phersos, Annalt of Com- 
merce, vol. i. p. 472. 
' t Sismondl calls him igrandson, toI. iv. p. 281. Bat the Chroi' 
Mieon Eiteiue, Morosini, and Verdissotti, all concur in making 
^xim son. 
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sand men, by whom Ferraia was assaulted, part 
of the town burned, and the. citadel captured. . Yet 
the Bastard of Este, although thus far successful, 
was unable to hope for stability of power, for he 
was not wholly free from a suspicion of having 
accelerated his Father's death*, and he had brought 
the horrors of civil war upon his Country. Exe- 
crated, therefore, by his fellow. Citizens, he aban- 
doned his throne almost as soon as he had recon- 
quered it, and the Venetians received, or pretended 
to receive a cession of his rights ixt their own 
favour. On the unsatisfactory {Sea that the Mother 
of the illegitimate Prince was a native of the 
LagunCy they claimed possession of Ferrara, as a 
return for the thousand ducats with which they 
had pensioned its abdicated Sovereignty But 
another Pretender had arisen from the new seat of 
the Papacy at Avignon ; and Clement V* tracing 
back the. rights of the Pontificate to the very 
origin of the City, avowed that the Church, like a 
lender mother, once agaia opened her bosom for 
the reception of a long-lost child ; and that 
^ although Leviathan, the wily Serpent, and author 

* * Abso VIII. himself U accused by Dante of a similar crime ; and 
bU father, Obizzo II.» is represented as condemned to the same 
punishment as Ecceilino. So far as we hare been able to trace 
them, the charges of cruelty against the father, and parricide 
against the son, are equally unfounded. 

Queir altro ch* k biondo- 

E Qbixxo da EstCt il qual per vero, 

Fu apento daifigliattro tu nel mondoj—Inf, xil. 8. ' 

That with flaxen locks. 
Obizzo of Este, in the world destroyed 
By his fotd step-son.— C«y. 
. t Morosini,iz. Y^rdizzotti, x. 
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of all evU^ had poiaoned the beavtoaf die Vane* 
tians, Rome would not be backward in rescuing 
bsx desoUite aSsptmg firom the jaws of a roanng: 
lion, which were opened to devour.' 

To the utter exclusbn of all hereditary clakna 
of the rightful fiEunily, tiie posaeaaion of Fenar^ 
was now, therefDre,. contested by strangers. The 
Pope despatched a Nuncb to Venice ; and, on the 
rejection of his demands, he excommunicated the 
Doge and put his dtnninions under Interdict. 
The Bull issued on this occa»on ia a 
4ld. memorable record, of the fury, the arro- 
gance, and the folly of Rome. The Vene* 
tians were likened m it to Dathan, Abk^on, Ah* 
salom, and Lucifer-— personages who appear ta 
have been alwaya retained for employment oa 
similar occasions, for we call to mind more than 
one usage of them at times in which our ownr 
Princes excited the wrath of tlie Vatican. Unleaa 
Ferrara should he ainrrendered within a month, all 
nations were forbidden from bokling any covof 
merce with Veniee ; the Doge and his Republic 
were to be s^x^ped of all privileges and fiefis which 
might have been granted heretofore by the Holy 
See ; his subjects were released from ^ir oath of 
fidelity to him ; all Venetians were declared infa- 
mous, incapable of administering public functions 
even among themselves, of appearing in Courts^ 
of Justice, either as plaintiff or defendants, and 
of bequeathing or inheriting property ; and their 
children, to the fourth generation, were excluded 
from all secular and ecclesiastical dignities. These 
penalties, after two months' delay, were to be 
enhanced yet farther by ^e actual deposition of 
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the I>oge aiid all his Ministers, ihe aimulment of 
dl contracts and obligations which had been en« 
tered into with them, die confiscation of the entire 
property of every Venetian, and the sunnnons of 
all Christendom to anns, in asdee to reduce them* 
to slavery. 

Clement's sphdtual censures were followed up 
by vigorous diemonstfations^ fax more likely to 
vroduee effect upon the stubborn disobedience of 
Venice, than all the thunders of ecclesaasticat 
wrath. A Cardinal took the field witii an army of 
Crusaders^ defeated the force opposed to him, 
pursued it under the walls of Eerrara, and, uded 
by the inhabitants who willingly opened their 
gates, obtained possession of the City. The loss of 
me Venetians was most severe : in the battle and 
the occupation of &e town, and from the more se- 
cret vengeance mfiicted afterwards by the Citizens, 
not less than five ^ousand men (and some wviters 
kave extended the victims to thrice that number) 
Ml beneath the sword or l^e stiletto. The citadel, 
iheir sole remaining post, was soon aftervrards 
abandoned, and its garrison found safety in flight. 

Meantime, whether from a superstitious awe of 
tfte Papal denunciation, or, as is more probable, 
from a geoieral jealousy of the wealth and power 
af a State, who, without territorial possession, 
mated herself with Kings, Venice waft proscribed 
ttnroughout £urope. Not only the ItaUan Ports, 
but France, England, Arragon,' and Sicily, im- 
pelled eidier by weakness or avarice, pillaged her 
nctories, and- confiscated her mexchandiBe. An 
«nbargo was laid upon her ships; many of her 
residents and marinera were killed ; yet more were 
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condemned as slaves, and sold even to the Infidels; 
at whose hands they were likely to encounter a 
more gentle treatment than at those of their Chris- 
tian brethren. ' Happy Indeed for us was it/ 
is the strong language of a Venetian Historian , 
' that the Saracens also were not among the 
baptized ** Throughout the Dogado and its de- 
pendencies, all services of the Churcli were inter- 
rupted. The Clergy avoided a land groaning 
under malediction ; the Sacraments, for the most 
part, were denied ; and it was not without difficulty 
that even the newly-born received admission to? 
the Faith by its solemn initiatory rites, and that 
the dying were permitted the consolation of the 
Viaticum, These privations, and the sufferings 
resulting from them, the hardness and despair, 
produced by the suspension of religious ordi- 
nances, the dearth and impoverishment which were 
the natural fruits of commercial stagnation, in- 
creased in no slight degree that evil feeling which 
already existed among the Citizens towards their: 
Government Gradenigo was personally unpo- 
pular, and nothing is easier in such a case, than; 
the assumption that public calamity has its source 
in the individual who is the object of public hatreds 
He had not as yet, it is true, advanced the domi- 
nion of the Aristocracy to the full height whicb 
we have shewn that it ultimately attained; but 
more than enough had already been efifected ta 
mark the goal to which his course was tending. 
Even among the Nobles, not all were satisfied : 
some there were who disdained to participate 
authority, which they considered their own exclur 

• VerdiizotU, x. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CONSPIRACY OF THIEPOLO. 225 

sive right, with the few newer members whom it 
had been deemed politic to associate with them in 
the Council; and more than one debate of a 
stormy character had passed between them within 
the walls of the assembly. Of the class which 
was left without hope of elevation, it is needless 
to speak. With the multitude, excuses for in- 
subordination are never wanting; and, in the 
present instance, they might, perhaps, be advanced 
with less than usual deviation from truth. The 
whole period of Gradenigo's reign had been dis- 
astrous ; and the obvious remedy which presented 
itself was to be found in a change of masters. 

Such, doubtless, was the opinion inculcated 
by the Chiefs of three distinguished fa- 
milies who undertook the attempt. The ^'^' 
Conspiracy was not, as before, organized 
by plebeians. Boemondo Thiepolo counted two 
Doges among his ancestors, and his brother* 
Giacomo, if the voice of the People had been 
obeyed, would now himself have borne that 
title. Married to a daughter of Marco Querini, 
Boemondo found in his adoptive father an am- 
bition of which his brother had shewn himself 
devoid. The Querini traced their origin to 
ancient Rome ; and, passing by the three Doges 
of their name who had governed in the VIII*** 
Century, they boasted of the proud line of the 
Sulpitii, and their descent from the Imperial 
Galoa. The House of Badouero, the third which 
completed this band, had swayed Venice at one 

* Logier and Darn make Boemondo a son of Giacomo Thiepolo $ 
Sismondi a brother. The latter is supported by Verdizzotti, ix. 
p. 207. 

VOL. I. Q 
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time by almost hereditary right ; and no lead than 
seven Doges had sprung from their race. These 
families were hostile to Gradenigo and his policy ; 
and, besides the general tenor of his administra- 
tion, personal causes of dislike are mentioned^ 
little creditable to the Conspirators. Querini had 
been deprived of the command of that fleet which 
afterwards fought so unsuccessfully with Lamba 
Dona ; his brother had been convicted of pecu- 
lation ; and the hands of Thiepolo himself were 
not more pure ; he had been fined for a misap* 
propriation of money in a Government which he 
held in the Morea *. Their connexions were na- 
turally extensive, and embraced personages of the 
most illustrious rank ; so that among many others 
involved in their design, were counted the Lord 
of Paros and a Procuratore of Saint Mark. 

The fierce watchwords of faction, the party 
names of Guelph and Ghibelin, were heard in 
Venice for the first time during the progress of 
this Conspiracy, and the Doge was stigmatized as 
belonging to the latter party, because he had 
opposed the Pope. His death, therefore, was 
said to be no less demanded by insulted Rdigion 
than by violated Liberty. One only voice appears 
to have been raised against the headlong blindness 
of open insurrection. Giacopo, the brother of 
Marco Querini, pointed forcibly to the miseries 
and crimes inseparable from any change effected 
by violence ; he urged his comrades to mistrust 
their own zeal, and he recommended the more 
slow and more gentle, but far more secure, more 
honourable, and more genuinely patriotic resist- 

* Saudi» y. Morosini, iz. 
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aace which was legitimstely open to them as 
Members of the Council. ' Revolt and massacre/ 
he said, ' were but evil guides to peace and order/ 
His wise suggestions, however, were overruled 
by the precipitance of less experienced, perhaps, 
of less disinterested counsellors ; and the pas- 
sionate, the thoughtless, and the ambitious pre- 
ferred the redress which was to be storniBd by 
aims, to that whidi might be conciliated by 
. argument. It was. resolved to obtain forcible 
possession of the Piazza di San Marco and the 
Ducal Palace, to put the Doge to death, to dis- 
solve the Grand Council, and to replace it by the 
ancient form of annual election. 

The 16th of June was named as the day of 
rising ; and Badouero, who possessed extensive 
influence in Padua, the cradle of his family, en- 
gaged the assistance of a large body of the 
inhabitants of that city, ever pleased with an 
occasion of shewing enmity against Venice. Arms 
were to be found abundantly in all the houses of 
the great ; and when the Conspirators mustered 
the roll of their dependents and retainers, and 
added to them the promised aid from Padua, they 
feh assured of numerical superiority over the troops 
of the Doge. The Great Canal, which separated 
Venice into two chief parts, was crossed by the 
single bridge Rialto, adjoining which stood the 
Pcdazzo Querini, The occupation of this bridge 
was most important ; and, before day-break on 
the appointed morning, it was secured by Thiepolo, 
to whom was committed the attack on the Ducal 
Palace. It had been planned that, as soon as this 
stvonghold should be forced, Thiepok>*s division was 

^ 2 
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to remain under arms in the Piazza di San Marco^ 
till the arrival of Badouero with his Paduans. 
Then, they might jointly spread over the remaining 
quarters of the city, seize the Arsenal, and act 
further as their exigencies required. . 

The morning of the 16th was ushered in by a 
violent tempest, and, during its continuance, amid 
vivid lightning and deluges of rain, the gathering 
took place before the Palazzo Querini, Whether 
from inability to proceed during the rage of the 
storm, or from want of discipline, some time was 
lost in outrages of little avail towards the main 
object, but congenial to the instruments which 
were to effect it ; and the minutes which were con- 
sumed in the pillage of some warehouses, and the 
destruction of some public records, must be 
counted as not a little contributing to the ultimate 
defeat of the enterprise. At length the signal was 
given to advance, and the bridge Rialto being 
crossed, as the narrowness of the streets admitted 
but a few files abreast, two divisions were formed, 
which it was intended should debouche upon the 
Piazza by different avenues. One of these was 
intrusted to Marco Querini and his son Bene- 
detto ; the other was led by Thiepolo. Querini 
arrived first at his destination, and what was his 
astonishment at finding himself confronted by a 
strong array of regular soldiery ! 

No suspicion of treachery attached to any of 
the Conspirators ; but the movements of a large 
body can seldom be concealed, and an unpopular 
Government is always keen-sighted. The frequent 
assemblies in the Palazzo Querini had been marked 
and reported to Gradenigo. The movements on 
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the preceding day had excited special suspicion, 
which new announcements, every hour, increased ; 
and as the penetration of the Doge detected the 
approach of insurrection, so his vigour promptly 
furnished means for its suppression. He assem- 
bled round him, during the night, the Signory, the 
Councillors of State, the Chiefs of the XL, and 
such Nobles upon whose services he could depend. 
He summoned from the less important posts of 
the city all the guards which could be spared, and 
concentrated them on the Piazza ; these were 
strengthened by the mechanics of the Arsenal; and, 
almost at the moment at which the front of Que- 
rini's column shewed itself, a large detachment 
from the garrison of Chiozza arrived by a forced 
march. The contest was bloodily maintained till 
the two Querini fell, and their adherents gave way. 
Thiepolo, advancing by the Street of the Clock- 
tower, was encountered by the Doge in person ; 
and, learning the defeat of his companions, and 
desnairing of success, he retired upon the bridge, 
"As he threaded the narrow street of La Merzeria^ 
a woman, named Justina*, watching her op- 

* Gorani, a veracious Republican, who visited Italy in 1793, 
and abused Kings and Popes, Religion and Government, under the 
^nll influence of the spring-tide of the French Revolution, makes 
this woman kill Thiepolo unintentionally, and not by a stone. The 
passage is an amusing specimen of accuracy, tm vase defleura 
ichappi dea tnaitu d*une femme imprudentCt iermina la vie de ce 
hiros. (iii. 355) The pension granted to Justina sufficiently 
proves that her act was intentional; and Pietro Justiniani, who has 
given a lively description qf the Conspiracy, expressly calls the 
instrument lapis molaris. (Lib. iv. p. 64). In Coryat's CrudU 
ties may be found some particulars similar to those stated by 
Gorani. 
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portunky, dn^ped a heary Btone from a lofty 
window as he passed. He escaped the blow ; but 
tbe head of a PiEige, who followed closely, and 
who bore his standard, was dashed to atoms. 
Thiepolo, having gained the bridge, which at that 
time was framed c$ wood, s^ered all commupica^ 
tioQ by cutting it^ and removing the boats moored 
below to the o|^posite bank. Then, fortifying 
himself in the Piazza di RiaUo, he looked anxi- 
ously for a junction with the confiedeiates under 
Badouero from Padua. In tins hope he was dis- 
appointed : at the moment of their disembarfcatiGB, 
they had been attacked by a Body of the Doge's 
gusurds, and meeting wkh a resc^ute conflict wheie 
. they had anticipate nothing but unresisted pAim- 
der, they abandoned their leader and returned to 
.their vessels. Badouero and such posons as 
•could lay claim to gentle blood were immediately 
beheaded ; and, among them^ Giacopo Qoeim 
suffered for his fidelity to an enterprise which he 
dbapproved. The gibbet was erected for the in- 
.farior CoBspiratcNrs, and many who avoided the 
immediate vengeance of legal punishment by 
taking refuge in neighbouring States, had a price 
. set upon their heads, and were but reserved for 
the slower dagger of the assassin. Thiepolo had 
the good fortune to save himself. Having main- 
tained his post, for some time, amid his barricades, 
he received from Gradenigo the announcement 
of an amnesty, and a proposal for negociation. 
Wisely estimating by a correct standard the 
heavy preponderance of diances against a re- 
bellious subject, when treating with an offended 
Sovereign, he disentangled himself from the toils 
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Ihus spread for his destruction, and, enibarkiiig 
with a few of his most attached followers, es^ 
eaped from the Lagune, His Palace and that of 
the Querini were razed to the ground ; on the 
Bite of the latter, to stamp k with ignominy, were 
erected public shambles, and all monuments in* 
iseribed with their names or armorial bearings, 
were defaced. A pension was assigned to the 
-woman who had thrown the stone ; and, in order to 
preserve the memory of her action, a banner was 
"suspended from the window at which she stood, 
every year, on the return <rf the aviniversary of the 
•Oonspiraoy *, and a solemn service of thanks-* 
giving wa« instituted in comB)em(»ratioa of the 
^ril &om which the RepubMc had been delivered. 
But the most im;portant coasequenee of the 
^iMippressioB of this Conspiracy was the voluntary 
abandonment of their own freedom, to which It 
led, by that class which had as yet been onhr 
employed in curtailing the freedom of others. If 
tite Government were to continue as now Ifamed^ 
It was manifest that some security must be pn^ 
Irided against the recurrence of a danger similar 
4o that from which it had just extricated itself. 
Treason had been nurtured and matured in the 
t>osom of the very Capital, without discovery, and 
even without suspicion. But iot the sagacity of 
one man, the lapse of a few hours more would 
Jbave witnessed the overthrow of the Aristocratical 
polity. And, even if it could be supposed that 
such a Doge as Gradenigo would never be want* 
Ing to the Government, there was tittle prudence 
in confiding to a single arm, encumbered with the 
administration of many other important duties, a 

* p. Jaatiniani, ut sup* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



232 INSTITUTION OF 

care which ought to engross the entire attention 
and vigilance of those to whom it was assigned. 
A Commission was therefore appointed with extra-* 
ordinary powers, addressed, in the first instance, to 
the extinguishment of the ashes of the late in- 
surrection. Ten Magistrates (Z Dieci)^ named 
as a Criminal Court, were invested with a plenary 
inquisitorial authority, with an entire sovereignty- 
over every individual in the State, and with free- 
dom from all responsibility and appeal. Their 
duration was at first limited to ten days ;• but this 
was six times prolonged for a like period ; then 
for a year ; soon after for five ; next for ten ; and, 
in the end, the Tribunal, with a great ex- 
^^^' tension of powers, was declared to be 
.. ' permanent. These powers so frequently 
and fearfully intermingle themselves with the 
course of our future narrative, that we shall here 
but briefly touch upon them. ITie Ten officers, 
from whom the Court derived its title, were 
chosen annually, at four different assemblies of 
the Grand Council. • No • two of them might be 
Members of the same family, or even bear the 
game name; and, from the colour of their robes 
of ceremony, they were termed I Neri, or the 
Black. To these, in after times, were added also 
the Signory, as assessors, termed, for a like rea- 
son, I Rossi, the Red. In their judicial admi- 
nistration, the Members of this Council inquired, 
sentenced, and punished, ' according to what 
they called Reason of State. The public eye 
never penetrated the mystery of their proceedings ; 
the accused was sometimes not heard — ^never con- 
fronted with witnesses : the condemnation was 
secret as the inquiry ; the punishment undivulged 
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like both*.' Nor was this all: instituted solely 
for the cognizance of State crimes, this Tribunal 
gradually attributed to itself the control of every 
branch of Government, and exercised despotic 
influence over the questions of Peace and War, 
over fiscal enactments, military arrangements, 
and negociations with foreign Powers. It an- 
nulled, at pleasure, the decrees of the Grand 
Council, degraded its Members, deposed, and 
even put to death, the Chief Magistrate himself. 
An object alike of terror and of detestation to 
those whom it appressed under the pretext of 
salutary guardianship, it yet prolonged an unin- 
terrupted sway during iiwe centuries; and our 
wonder at the political problem of its Ibng-con- 
tinned existence is not a little heightened, when it 
is remembered that the Great Council, upon 
which, of all other classes, it weighed with far 
the most grievous burden, might, by refusing its 
votes at any one of the four elections in each 
year, have abolished its hateful yoke for ever. 
That it did not do so, may be attributed, in the 
outset, to a false view of the nature of the Ma- 
gistracy, and to a belief that it was necessary for 
the preservation of the State. As its tyranny be- 
came more distinctly manifest, it may have been 
protected by an ambitious, but unworthy hope 
which each Noble cherished, of one day wielding 
its immeasurable powers with his own hands. 
And, lastly, after a lapse of years had so far in- 
terwoven it with the general polity, as to make it 
seem an almost inseparable part of the whole^ 
it might be saved by a mistaken, but little blame- 

* Hallam. Middle Age$, ch. iii., p. 2, page ^^^ vol. i. 
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able reverence for antiquity; by that fond clingu^ 
to established institutions which, perhaps not un- 
wisely, is backward to remove even an abuse, lest 
its extirpation may endanger the entire fabric 
upon which it h engrafted. We are here seeking 
a cause, not justifying a fact. Existence itsdtf 
may be purchased at far too dear a price : but if 
existence alone were all that is demanded for the 
licmour of a State, and the happiness of its sub- 
jects, it might not be too much to affirm, that the 
long stability of Venice was mainly owing to the 
most remarkable, the most formidable, and the 
most execrable part of her Government — ^The 
Council of X. 




One of the three Chiefs of the Council of X^ from Titian. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM A.D. mo TO A.D. ttK. 

Bettoval of the laterdici— War with Mastino delU ScaU— lit^ 
trigues of the da Carrara-^Restoration of their family to Padna 
—Legend cif the Three Saints— Rerolt of Zara— Fiagae— IIH 
War with Genoa— Battle of Caristo— Battle of the Bosphora*^ 
MedifttioD of Pctras^— Battle of CagUari—G^BoaaBderthe pvo^ 
tection of Viacoati, Archbishop of Milaa— War with Mna»^ 
Battle of Sapieoza— Marino Faliero. 



DOQE& 

▲.D. PiSTBO CrRASBCMKk 

1310 LH. MaJUMO GlOB«I. 

13U UU. GlOYAMia SORAKZO. 

1328 Liv. Francbsco Dandolo. 

1339 i,T. Bartolombo Qraxamioo. 

1343 LVI. AlfBRXA DAKBOLa. 

1354 Z.T& Marino FAUBMk—B«hflAd«d* 



During the reign of Giovanni Soranxo, Cle- 
ment V. was prevailed upon to remove the 
Interdict ; and popular belief has attributed f^^^ 
this reconciMation with the Holy See to 
Abe adr(»t or the pious self-abasemeDt of the 
Venetian Ambassador, Francesco Dandolo. He 
is said to have presented himself in a peni- 
tential garb, with an iron collar fastened round 
his neck, at the table of the Pontiff, and to 
have remained there, prostrate, till, by tears and 
sighs^ he had extorted a favourable reply to his 
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petition. While he bent in the attitude of suppli- 
cation, some of the Cardinals who were present 
spumed him as a Dog ; and it has been supposed 
that the sobriquet, II Cane, by which he is best 
known to his Countrymen, arose from this inci» 
dent. The Cardinals may, no doubt, have dis- 
played the arrogance imputed to them, but the 
suname Cane, to which also they may, perhaps, 
have made an opprobrious allusion, was borne 
long before by many ancestors of Dandolo. The 
suppression of a revolt in Candia, the recovery of 
^ara, and some short and successful hostilities 
against Genoa, were the only interruptions which 
disturbed a beneficial repose of sixteen years ; after 
which, the indignities endured by Fran- 
^^27^- CESCO Dandolo, for the sake of his Coun- 
try, were repaid by an elevation to her 
Sovereignty. Under his rule, the loss of a naval 
action with the Genoese was more than balanced 
by a territorial acquisition, the first made by 
Venice on Terra firma, which, therefore, merits 
somewhat more of detail than the inconsiderable 
transactions over which we have just hastened. 

Among the powerful Nobles whom the long 
troubles of the North of Italy had raised to petty 
Sovereignty, Mastino della Scala had established 
one of the largest Principalities. Stretching from 
the Adriatic to the Tuscan Sea, it embraced Ve- 
tona, Treviso, Vicenza, Bassano, Brescia, Parma, 
Reggio, and Lucca, and, in the end, included Padua, 
wrung from its Lords, the family of Carrara. Each 
acquisition had raised against Mastino afresh secret 
enemy, who coveted some opportunity of revenge-; 
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his fall, however, maybe more justly attributed to 
his brother Alberto, whom he had named Go- 
vernor of Padua, than to himself. False even 
where he affected to bestow confidence, Alberto 
triumphed by force over the domestic honour of 
Ubertino da Carrara, during his occasional ab* 
sence from Padua. Her wrong was revealed by 
the injured wife ; but the wily Italian dissembled 
his resentment, listened with a smile to the un- 
seemly jests passed upon his disgrace, and, in 
spite of sarcasm, contentedly retained, over the 
helmet of his escutcheon, the two golden buffalo 
horns, wreathed with the eyed feathers of a pea- 
cock, which formed the crest of his House. These 
armorial bearings served but to remind him of 
his revenge, long protracted, deeply meditated, 
and cautiously planned in concert with his uncle 
Marsilio. The latter, while engaged on a mission 
to Venice, was seated one day next the Doge, at 
a public spectacle ; and, unobserved by others, 
he whispered in the Prince's ear a question not to 
be misunderstood. * If any one would put you 
in possession of Padua *, how. would you recom- 
pense him V * By giving him its mastery,' was 
the prompt reply ; and on these few words was 
based an alliance which ended in the overthrow of 
Delia Scala. 

By a. crafty representation of the great ad- 
vantages to be derived from a trade in salt* 
Carrara prevailed upon Delia Scala to esta- 
blish some works in that part of his territories 
which skirted the Lagune ; and the Venetians, 

* Darn, in relating this anecdote, has said, ' Verona }* but Padua, 
Bs Sanuto gives it, and as the event sufficiently proves, was the 
city named. 
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seizing the pretext, and loudly exolaimmg against 
dds iniiringement of their ancient monopoly, 
inarched thirty thousand men to support their 
right, under the command of Pietro di Ro2zi, who 
had heen expelled by Mastino from Parma. TboA 
system of entrusting their armies to the command 
of a foreigner, was constantly observed in future. 
But the General was not uncontrolled. He was- 
accompanied by two Venetian Proweditoriy Ci- 
vilians, unacquainted with the operations of war ; 
who in most cases appear to have thwarted and 
retarded the speed indispensable for the success 
of military designs, with quite as much vexatiotis 
pertinacity as was exercised towards our owh 
Marlborough, by the Dutch Deputies of later 
times. The King of Bohemia and the Republic 
of Florence joined their arms against Delia Scala, 
and the Carrara guided their enterprise to a suc- 
cessful termination. It was not likely that the 
intrigue which they had been conducting should 
escape suspicion by the politic Mastino. Though 
unacquainted with its precise details, he knew 
enough to convince him that the Carrara were 
dangerously employed ; and he sent peremptory 
orders to Alberto for their immediate assassina- 
tion. 

The singular circumstances attendant upon 
their more than one escape, are related witn a 
lively air of truth by the Chronicler Gataro. It 
seems as if they had rendered themselves neces* 
sary to the pleasures of Alberto, and that he was 
loth, though he had deeply wronged them, Uk 
relinquish their society. He received Mastino's 
instructions with pain ; yet, not venturing to dis- 
obey them, he invited the Carrara to his Palace, 
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a»d posted bravos at the foot of the gveat stair* 
ease, with orders to despatch them as they mounted 
]t» It was late on a summer's night when the 
messenger foimd the intended victims, in their 
garden, haJf uisidressed, and preparing for hed. 
Having le^i Alberto but a short time before, 
they atpressed some surprise at this hasty recall ; 
bitt, mounting on the same horse, in their slippers 
and loose attire, l^iey rode to the Palace* Alberto 
was standing in a balcony to witness their death ; 
and Marsilio, lodung up as he rode under it, 
called out, in a gay tone of familiarity, ' Che 
Diavolo I what do you want now ? we have 
but ju^ left you, and we wished to get some rest 
in bed. Do you mean to keep us up all night as 
usual V Their lives were saved by this easy sally ; 
touched by which, Alberto relented, and felt 
wiable to drain the blood of his boon ccHnpanions» 
He hastily desired them to return—' there was 
some mistake-^he had not sent for them/ On the 
morrow, he shewed them Mastino's letter ; ahd^ 
upon their protestations of innocence, he embraced 
ihem, with an assurance that he thought his bro- 
ther foolish in seeking the diminution of his 
friends. Mastino, still resolved on their destruc- 
tion, despatched new orders to Padua. The 
messenger was a confidential attendant ; and he 
was strictly enjoined not to deliver the letter 
which he bore into any hands but those of Alberto 
himself. On his arrival, he found the Governor 
migaged at chess, while the Carrara were looking 
on. Alberto inquired after Mastino's health, and, 
OB bebg informed that he had sent him a letter, 
he desired Marsilio to read it ; but the messenger, 
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faithful to his trust, refused to deliver up the de- 
spatch, and informed the Governor of the precise 
orders which he had received. The game was 
now finished ; but Alberto, impatient to commence 
another, took the letter and handed it to Marsilio. 
At the conclusion of his second game, he care- 
lessly inquired the contents ; and was satisfied by- 
hearing that his brother had written about the 
purchase of some foreign falcons. Meantime, the 
Carrara hastily communicated with the com^ 
mander of the allies ; and, on the day following 
their escape from this great danger, they opened the 
gates of Padua, and transferred it to their friends. 
After the loss of hFs chief city, the fall of Delia 
Scala was rapid ; and, betrayed and pressed on every 
side, he accepted a Treaty dictated by Venice, which 
stripped him of the greater part of his dominions.' 
The Republic, having fulfilled her engagement 
with Marsilio da Carrara, who did not long sur- 
vive, retained for herself only the districts 
"lias ' ^^ Treviso and Bassano ; but these were 
enough to work a fundamental change in 
her hitherto insular policy, and to involve her in 
a long series of perilous warfare, for comparatively 
unimportant possessions. 

On the death of the elder Carrara, the chief 
authority in Padua became vested in his nephew 
Ubertino. The restlessness of his ambition soon 
rendered him suspected at Venice; and there 
were not wanting many voices in the Senate to 
denounce him as a dangerous enemy. He is 
accused of having employed the stiletto, which 
had already become a powerful engine in Italian 
politics, to silence these opponents. On one oc- 
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casion also, he acquired material strength by an 
outrage most daring indeed, but of a less dark 
character than assassination. Having learned the 
names of the Senators most opposed to his in- 
terests, he seized them by night, and hurried them 
bound, gagged, and blindfolded, in gondolas, to 
Padua. There, in his own Palace, he repeated 
to the astonished prisoners the arguments, the 
very words, which they had employed against him 
in the Councils, with which he had become ac- 
quainted through his spies. At first, he sternly 
threatened death ; till, having succeeded in striking 
terror, he gradually relaxed the menace, and. 
granted them liberty, under an oath that they 
would bury the adventure in secresy, and, for the^ 
future, adopt a policy more consonant with his. 
wishes. On the same nighty they were re-con- 
veyed to their homes ; but, on parting, Carrara 
warned them of the dangers of perjury, signifi- 
cantly implying that he who could find agents for 
their abduction, had a much speedier vengeance 
at his command; and that he could readily em- 
ploy daggers if they either betrayed or deceived 
him. The threat was effectual. The transaction 
was never revealed by the Venetian Senators ;. 
nor was it at all known, till many years afler ita 
occurrence, and then only by the dying confession 
of some of the ruflfians who had been engaged in 
its execution. Gataro*, who has preserved thia 
remarkable anecdote, implies the full success 
resulting from Ubertino's bold act, by stating 
that, during his life-time, the Signory of Venice 
said nothing more of war. 



* Jpud Muratori, zvlL 32, 
VOL. I. 
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The reign of the succeeding Doge, Barto- 
LOMEO Gradeihgo, presents a continued 
^^' scene of turbulence and bloodshed in Cao*- 
dia. We willingly hasten over this uniih- 
teresting and unneoessary recital ; but we shall 
pause on an incident of another character, 
strongly impregnated with the superstitious tern* 
per of the Age. It must be borne in mind that 
the Legend which we are about to produce is 
recorded by more than one authentic Chronicler, 
and that it was sufficiently believed to give birth 
to a public, religious ceremony. In the year 
1341, an inundation, of many days' continuance, 
had raised the water three cubits higher than it 
had ever before been seen in Venice ; and, during 
a stormy night, while the flood appeared to be 
still increasing, a poor, old fisherman souglit what 
refuge he could find, by mooring his crazy bark 
close to the Riva di San Marco *. The storm was 
yet raging, when a person approached, and offered 
him a good fare if he would but ferry him over to 
San Gfiorgio Maggiore, ' Who,' said the fisher- 
man, * can reach San Giorgio on such a night as 
this ? Heaven forbid that I should try ! ' But, as 
the stranger earnestly persisted in his request, and 
promised to guard him from harm, he at last con- 
sented. The passenger landed ; and having 
desired tlie boatman to wait a little, returned 
with a companion, and ord^ed him to row to 
San Nicola di Lido. The astonished fisherman 
again refused, till he was prevailed upon by a 
further confident assurance of safety, and excel* 

* RivUf a footway ninning along the banks of a rio, or small 
canal. 
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lent pay. At San Nicolo they picked up a third 
person, and then instructed the boatman to pro- 
ceed to the Two Castles at Lido. Though the 
waves ran fearfully high, the old man, by this 
time, had become accustomed to them; and, 
moreover, there was something about his myste* 
rious crew which either silenced his fears, or 
diverted them from the tempest to his companions;. 
Scarcely had they gained the strait, when they 
saw a galley, rather flying than sailing along the 
Adriatic, manned (if we may so say) mth Devils, 
who seemed hurrying, with fierce and threatening^ 
gestures, to sink Venice in the deep. The sea, 
which had hitherto been furiously agitated, in a 
moment became unruffled; and the strangers, 
crossing themselves, conjured the Fiends to de*- 
part. At the word, the daemoniacal galley va* 
nished, and the three passengers were quietly 
landed at the spots at which each respectively had 
been taken up. The boalman, it seems, was not 
quite easy about his fare ; and, before parting, he 
implied pretty clearly that the sight of this mi- 
racle, after aU, would be but bad pay. * You are 
right, my friend,' said the first passoEiger, ^ go 
to the Doge and the Procuratori, and assure 
them that, but for us three, Venice would have 
been drowned. I am St. Mark ; my two com-^ 
rades are St. George and St. Nicolas. Desire the 
Magistrates to pay you; and add, that all this 
trouble has arisen from a Schoolmaster at Sem 
Felice, who first bargained with the Devil for his 
soul, and then hanged himself in despair/ The 
fisherman, who seems to have had all his wits 
about him, answered that he might tell that story, 

r2 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



244 ' CHRONICLE OF ANDREA DANDOLO. 

but he much doubted whether he should be be- 
lieved : upon which St. Mark pulled from his 
finger a gold ring, worth about five ducats, say- 
ing, ' Shew them this ring, and bid them look for 
it in my Treasury, whence it will be found missing/ 
On the morrow, the fisherman did as he was told. 
The ring was discovered to be absent from its 
usual custody, and the fortunate boatman not only 
received hiff fare, but an annual pension to boot. 
Moreover, a solemn procession and tlianksgiving 
were appointed, in gratitude to the three holy 
corpses, which had rescued from such calamity 
the land affording them burial *, 

It was under the Dogeship of Gradenigo that 
our own Edward III. endeavoured to negotiate a 
maritime alliance with Venice against Philip of 
France. His chief hope was founded on the 
assistance which the Genoese had afforded his 
rival. But the Republic had need of all her naval 
force to meet the insurrection of the Candiotes, 
and she declined the Treaty. Gradenigo was 
succeeded by Andrea Dandolo, who, amid 
^^« the cares of an active reign, found time to 
reform the Judicial code, and also to nar- 
rate the actions of his predecessors. His ChrO' 
nicle, which we have already described as devoid 
of interest to the general reader, is, nevertheless^ 
invaluable as a standard of reference ; and we 
owe it, if nothing more, at least the praise of 
accuracy. 

Zara, ever chafing against the Venetian yoke, 
and finding, in the Hungarians, ready abettors of 
each new revolt, once more called for chastise- 

* Sanuto, apttd MvLratoti, xzii. 608. 
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ment during this reign. In a siege of eighteen 
months, Venice employed twenty-seven thousand 
men, and the almost incredible powers of that 
mechanical artillery which, ere long, was to be 
superseded by the simpler, yet more destructive 
force of gunpowder. Perrieres are here men- 
tioned, constructed by Francesco della Barche, 
which threw masses of stone weighing three thou- 
sand pounds, and heaved from the batteries of the 
besiegers such rocks as might have been used 
in that fabled combat in which Ossa was piled on 
Olympus. The artificer himself is said to have 
fallen a victim to his own inventions ; and, by the 
accidental discharge of one of his instruments of 
death, to have been launched headlong against 
the walls which he was preparing to overwlielm. 
During the tardy operations of this investment, 
Louis of Anjou, King of Hungary, advanced to 
the relief of the garrison ; and, on his total defeat, 
the glories of Marino Faliero, the Venetian Com- 
mander, were raised to their full height. For a 
while, the enemy hemmed him withm the lines 
. which he had constructed for his defence, and so 
far intercepted his inland communications, that he 
was obliged to depend upon Venice even for his 
supplies of water. But a battle, unadvisedly 
risked by the Hungarians, released him from this 
jeopardy. Eight thousand of the assailants pe- 
rished in Faliero's lines, and Zara, deprived of all 
hope, surrendered at discretion. 

The Plague, which ravaged Italy in 1348, like 
that of Athens, and from a similar cause, 
has become one of the land-marks of His- jj^- 
tory ; and Boccaccio, no less than Thucy- 
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dides, is indebted for the powerful effect of liis 
terrific picture to his fidelity in representing the 
calamitous scenes of which he was an eye-witness. 
Venice bore her share in the general suffering. 
In the early part of the year, an earthquake, 
which visited her at intervals for fifteen days sue- 
oessively, overthrew many buUdings, and spread 
terror among her citizens. A similar convulsion 
had been the forerunner of Pestilence in the far 
distant Kingdom of Casan; but the fiery gulfs 
which there swallowed up the trembling inhabitants 
— *the showers of unknown and monstrous insects, 
which, if they fell alive, destroyed by their ve- 
nomous stings ; if dead, by the corruption whicii 
,they exh^ed — ^Uie stupefaction which so paralysed 
.both men and women, that they became motion- 
Jess as statues, a judgment which we are assured 
would have converted the infidel hearts of their 
,£hans, but that they perceived Christians to be 
affected in. like manner with themselves— all these 
marvels were confined to Tartary*. Sweeping 
over the Levant, the Plague desolated Syria, 
'Chaldea, and Mesopotamia. It then passed to 
lEgypt and the Archipelago.; and Turkey, Greece, 
. Annenia, and Russia, cowered beneath its scourge. 
Some Genoese, who sought escape from the Black 
Sea, conveyed it to Sicily, and hence it spread 
^mpidly over the neighbouring continent, already 
a prey to famine. When it had once surmounted 
the Alps, Brabant was the sole district of Europe 
imvisited by its contagion ; and even the perpe- 
tual snows of Iceland formed no barriers against 
its depopulating fiiry. During the six months 

• GiOTanni ViUuii, zii. S3. > ajnut If nratori, vUl. 
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which it raged at Venice, it is beMeved tiiat more 
than half her population was destroyed; and, in 
order to recruit her loss, the rights of citizenship 
were decreed to foreign setders, after two years 
residence. Yet she was afflicted in far less propor- 
tion than many of her fellow- sufferers. Florence 
mourned a hundred thousand of her citizens ; at 
Naples, sixty thousand, at Grenoa, forty lliousand 
perished; and in the Sicilian Trapani, not one 
individual remained alive ! 

Pestilence was succeeded by War ; and if the hand 
of Nature, in her wrath, appeared to level greater 
numbers at a single stroke, the harvest of death 
reaped by the sword, as it was much longer in 
gatherii^, so was it eventually far more abundant. 
A private ^y between a Tartar and a European 
merchant, at Tana, near Azoph, in which a blow wais 
avenged by the immediate death of the former, 
kindled the indignation of the natives. They rose 
in a body, plundered the ketones, and assassinated 
many of the residents. In order to punish this vio- 
lence, the Venetians and Genoese mutually agreed 
to suspend all commercial intercourse with the of- 
fending coast ; but the former, disregarding their 
eng^ement, thought to profit by an entire 
engrossment of the abandoned trade^ and renewed 
lit for themselves singly. This perfidious attempt 
was justly met by an embargo on all their ships 
engaged in the commerce of the Black Sea ; and, 
though as yet ill recovered from her exhaustion by 
the Plague, Venice, in return, despatched a fleet to 
.the Archipelago, to revenge the affront A 
bloody engagement between nearly equal ^^' 
forces, in tlie Bay of Caristo, in Negro- 
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pont, terminated to the advantage of the Vene- 
tians ; but their success increased the animosity 
rather than diminished the energies of the defeated. 
Venice sought to strengthen herself by new alli- 
ances ; and Peter IV., who filled the throne of 
Arragon, at that time the third maritime State in 
Europe, and who disputed the possession of 
Sardinia and Corsica with the Genoese, willingly 
listened to the overtures of their rivals, concluding 
with them a Treaty which stipulated the provision 
of one-and-twenty galleys for the service of the 
Republic. In the East, where Cantacuzenus was 
greatly irritated against the Genoese, Venice ob- 
tained yet further aid ; but the whole extent of 
force which the falling Empire was able to provide, 
as its contingent to the League, amounted to no 
more than eight poor galleys. 

The combined fleets of Arragon and Venice, on 

entering the Archipelago, were shattered 
185?' *^^ dispersed by a tempest ; and the 

Genoese thus gained time to increase their 
preparations. After some unimportant manoeuvres 
which occupied the remainder of the year, early in 

the ensuing February, the Allies passed the 
tm I^ardanelles, and with seventy-five gallies 

under the command of Nicolo Pisani, ap- 
proached the Bosphorus. Against this force, the 
Genoese Doria could oppose no more than sixty- 
four sail, but the numbers were soon rendered more 
nearly equal, by the dastardly flight of the Greeks ; 
and the Genoese ships of that period were of larger 
frame than those of their enemies. The battle 
began towards sunset and at the commencement 
of a storm; and the imagination can scarcely 
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picture a scene of greater horror than must have 
been presented by the closeness and ferocity of a 
naval engagement before the invention of gun- 
powder, when ship fought with ship, and man 
with man. To this, in the present instance, must 
be added the darkness of a winter's night, in which 
friend was but ill distinguished from foe, and, no 
doubt, was often mistaken for such ; a sea at all 
times perilous from rapid currents and sunken 
rocks ; and a hurricane which now increased its 
dangers a myriad fold. Morning at length rose 
upon the field of carnage, and, amid the shattered 
hulks and floating corpses which shrouded the sea 
of Marmora, each party could more easily di«(- 
cover vestiges of its own loss than of triumph over 
the enemy. Nineteen galleys were missing from the 
Genoese fleet ; of these, thirteen had been dashed 
upon the rocks, and six carried down the channel of 
the Bosphorus. Ten of the Arragonese, and fourteen 
of the Venetians, had been taken and destroyed. 
The first, especially, had fought most bravely, and 
much of their disaster was to be attributed to 
their unacquaintance with the intricacies of the 
coast. Eighteen hundred prisoners, and two 
thousand slain, was the loss of the confederates; 
and the conquerors had purchased their doubtful 
victory at a scarcely less terrible sacrifice of life ; 
for, we are assured, that of the Genoese Nobles alone 
«even hundred perished. But for the retreat of 
Pisani, the battle might, perhaps, have been 
esteemed drawn ; but his squadron was too much 
disabled to permit him to renew the combat, 
' though the point was strongly urged by the 
Admiral of the Catalans, Ponsio de Santa Paz. 
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That braye officer escaped the slaughter of the 
battle but to encounter a more melancholy fatow 
Unable to survive his defeat, when deprived of all 
hope of retrieving it, he died within a few days, 
hroken«hearted and despairing. 

All Europe regretted this unnatural contest c^ 
the maritime Republics. The Holy See interposed 
its mediatorial offices, but in vain ; and a name 
lar more reverenced by posterity than that either of 
the VI* Clement or the VP Innocent, is trans* 
mitted to us in the list of those who endeavoured 
to re-establish Peace. Petrarch, during a long 
Tesidence at Padua, had occasionally visited the 
Lagune, and his imagination appears to have 
been profoundly impressed by the singularity and 
the beauty of Venice. With Andrea Dandolo, he 
formed an intimate union, and their mutual taste 
for literature soon ripened into close friendship. 
While the Venetians were renewing thenr prepara- 
tions, he addressed a letter to the Doge, on the 
17th of March, 1851, depicting, in florid and 
thetorical language, the miseries of War. He 
Uunented forcibly the disunion of two cities^ 
planted by Nature as the very eyes of Italy ; and 
ne prophesied that Europe, by their contention, 
must lose her dominion of the seas. * Would to 
heaven,' he exclaimed, ' that your arms were 
turned against Damascus, Susa, or Memphis! 
Why renew in Ausonia the bloody, fraternal coin 
flict of Thebes V Then, enlarging upon the glory 
of Venice, he stated, with an obscurity which it 
were idle to attempt to dispel, that, many years 
before her foundation as a city, he not only found 
her name, but that also of one of her Doges, 
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already rendered iUustrioos. His indignation at 
the Barbarian alliances which each Republic had 
.contracted, is forcibly expressed ; and he dwells 
feelingly upon the horror of all transalpine vio- 
lations of Italy. To prevent the evils which he 
foresaw would result from perseverance in their 
career of headlong enmity, he figuratively threw 
himself at the feet of the Cluefs of the two nations, 
snd bedewed them with tears. ^ Cast away your 
weapons, embrace in friendship, unite your stan- 
dards and your hearts. So shall both the Ocean 
and the Euxine be opened to you. The Indian, 
^the Briton, and the Ethiopian, shall tremble 
before your arms ; and your ships shfdl navigate 
securely to Trebkond, to the Fortunate Islands, to 
^ unknown Thule— -*yes, even to either Pole. 
Be but at peace between yourselves, and no fear 
«an assail you from elsewhere.' It was not likely 
that Dandolo would be much affected by this 
wordy interference. He replied, however, in good, 
isst terms, extolling the composition, but confuting 
the arguments of Petrarch. The utmost bittemeas 
'of hatred to the (xenoese breathed through the 
Temainder of his letter. They are not brothers, 
he says, but domestic enemies ; the most pestUent 
of all Nature*s works. Earth, Sea, all nations 
jzeject and detest them ; and it is no marvel that they 
•are at perpetual enmity with others, when they are 
for ever torn by disunion among themselves. 

The combatants meantime had recruited thek 
-strength, and thought only of mutual defiance, 
larrimaldi, the new Genoese Admiral, com- 
manded sixty galleys in tlie Spring of ^^' 
1S53> and detached a squadron to insult 
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Venice in her own gulf. This affront was speedily 
and bitterly revenged. The rendezvous of the 
allied fleets was fixed off Loiera, in Sardinia ; and 
seventy vessels were prepared to re-establish the 
tarnished glory of Pisani. The Genoese were ill- 
provided with intelligence ; and, not being aware 
that the Catalans had effected a junction with their 
confederates, they thought to surprise Pisani at 
advantage. On doubling one of the capes of the 
Bay of Cagliari, they were confirmed in their 
delusion, for the Venetian Admiral, in order more 
surely to entice them to an engagement, in which 
he felt confident of superiority, had concealed' a 
portion of his force, and remained with the rest at 
anchor. It was not till Grimaldi had advanced too 
far to be able to decline battle, that he discovered 
his error ; and it was then seen that the enemy not 
only greatly outnumbered him, but that three of the 
Arragonese vessels (cocche) were of much larger 
bulk than ordinary, and that the Venetian galleys, 
besides their fiill complement of mariners, were 
manned also with a formidable body of soldiers. 
Each line, to render itself more firm against the 
shock of its opponent, linked ship to ship, by 
lashing huge chains round tlieir masts and car- 
casses, and a few skirmishers only were lefl 
disengaged at either extremity. The wind had 
hitherto been favourable to the Genoese, who 
gladly perceived that the huge Catalans, of which 
they felt most dread, being unprovided with 
rowage, must remain idle and motionless spec- 
tators. But the gale changed suddenly, almost at 
the moment at which the hostile lines touched 
each other's sides ; and the giant galleys, slipping 
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their cables, and setting full sail, bore down upon 
the three outermost Genoese, sank them, and 
passed on to the next ships. Grimaldi made 
signals to that portion of his fleet not yet en- 
gaged to gain the open sea, and turn the Venetian 
line. The manoeuvre was executed, but the com- 
bat was not renewed : whether from the insubor- 
dination of their men, or from hopelessness of 
success, the Genoese crowded all sail with the 
nineteen ships which had been freed, and returned 
to their harbour. The thirty which were deserted 
by them surrendered. Nearly five thousand pri- 
soners fell into the hands of the conquerors ; and 
the 29th of August, the anniversary of her 
former victory at Caristo, might be remembered 
as one of the brightest days of glory in the naval 
annals of Venice, if it were not unhappily polluted 
by the indelible infamy attaching to the massacre 
CI her captives. 

The return of Grimaldi spread consternation 
through Genoa. Whether from anxiety to escape 
the public gaze, or from having outsailed the 
remainder of his squadron, the discomfited Ad- 
miral entered the gulf with his own galley singly, 

nempe und nave, reUctia 
Post tergum aocUs, 

and, for a while, this was supposed to be the only 
survivor of the combat. Disaster increased the 
virulence of the factions by which the Republic 
was already convulsed ; and the Populace, despair- 
ing of safety under the existing Government, 
adopted the vulgar, but perhaps natural, belief, 
that change of rulers must be accompanied by 
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ciiange of fortune also. Of the Lombard PrmeeSy . 
no one at that time seemed to afford greater pro- 
mise of protection than Giovanni Visconti, Areh* 
bishop of Milan. Already Lord of sixteen 
powerful cities, he had recently annexed Bologps 
to his dominions by purchase ; and it was to him 
that the citizens of Genoa resorted on the depo* 
sition of their Doge. Content to sacrifice liberty 
for the hope of revenge, they proffered their 
ready hands to his chains, and joyfully received 
the Governor, whom he dispatched with sixteen 
thousand men, to defend or to overawe them as 
diould first seem necessary. The Genoese thirsted 
once more to encounter their detested rivals ; and 
Visconti supplied them liberally with stores and 
money for the re-equipment of their fleet. He 
did not, however, plunge rashly into war ; but, 
on the contrary, sought reconciliation with Venice. 
Petrarch again exerted himself to maintain Peace, 
and, this time, in an official character. His patron, 
Visconti, appointed him especial Ambassiulor to 
Venice, to negotiate peace between the Republics ; 
or, if he failed in this main object, at least to 
stipulate for the neutrality of Milan ; but in nei- 
ther attempt was he successful. Her recent 
triumphs had increased the bitterness with which 
Venice regarded her long-continued enemy ; she 
refused to treat with Genoa, and she denounced 
war against the Archbishop. ^ My colleague,' 
says Petrarch, in another letter to Dandolo, 
* harangued the Council after I had finished. His 
martial tone of eloquence left nothing wanting ; 
but we were unable to open their clos^ ears, and 
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to touch their haxdened hearts. If Cicero himself 
had addressed them, he would have failed in his 
purpose.' He concluded hy urging the Doge to 
look ahout him with his lynx eyes, and to weigh 
well the comparative produce of Peace and War. 
Dandolo, in nis answer, retorts Cicero upon hia 
correspondent, and, having declined his advice, 
pressed him to continue writing for his recrea- 
tion *. 

Doria and Pisani were again to meet in armSi 
more eager to inflict injury than to avert it. The 
fleet of each left its native shores defenceless, 
while engaged in ravaging those of its enemy. 
Venice, of the two, was far the greater sufferer; 
for her merchantmen were chased, and captured 
in her very harbours ; Istria was laid waste, and 
Parenzo was reduced to ashes. The alarmed 
citizens prepared for the assault of their owa 
banks ; the aggere was thronged with sentinelSy 
and a ponderous chain was stretched between the 
Two Castles which now protect the entrance of 
the port at Lido. Pisani hastily obeyed a summons 
of recall ; but it had not been the intention of the 
Genoese Adnnrai, nor was he indeed in sufficient 
force to do more than to strike terror ; and before 
the return of the Venetian fleet, he had quitted the 
Adriatic. Chagrined at this unexpected daring 
of the Genoese, and deeply mortified by the in;* 
suit ofiered to his Capital, the spirit of Dandolo 
sank under anxiety and shame. He died before 
the close of the year» and was interred, the last 
Doge to whom that honour was permitted, in the 
Cathedral of St Mark. 

* Variorum Ep. 3, 4. 
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His successor was Marino Faliero, the con- 
queror of Zara ; and his reign, of so dark 
a celebrity in its close, was unfortunate at ^J* 
its very commencement. Tlie hostile fleets 
sought each other ineffectually through the Archi- 
pelago ; and l^isani, at length, took up a station in 
the harbour of Sapienza, opposite Modon, to re- 
fresh his crew. Aware that his enemy was in the 
neighbourhood, he adopted wise precautions for 
security. One division, of fifteen galleys, and 
twenty light armed speronati, under his Vice- 
Admiral, Morosini, lay close to shore, in the 
innermost part of the harbour, to victual and 
refit; while the entrance of this deep bay seemed 
amply protected by the remainder of the fleet, 
presenting a formidable line of twenty galleys 
and six larger vessels, lashed together as before 
described in the Battle of Cagliari. . It was on 
the 3d of November that Doria hove in sight. 
His fleet consisted of five-and-thirty sail; but 
though he was superior in numbers to the squa- 
dron at first opposed to him, the great strength of 
its position forbade attack. Every manoeuvre by 
which he endeavoured to provoke the Venetians 
to quit their anchorage, was unsuccessfully em- 
ployed ; for Pisani would not fight at the pleasure 
of his enemy. At a moment when the enterprise 
was almost abandoned as fruitless, Giovanni Doria, 
a nephew of the Admiral, perceived, like Nelson 
at Aboukir, that there was suflScient room for the 
passage of a ship between the shore and the 
enemy's- line ; and, gallantly leading his own 
division of thirteen galleys, he penetrated the bay. 
This manoeuvre did not escape Pisani, who per- 
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mitted its execution, thinking the daring youth, 
when placed between two divisions, would be a 
certain prey. But Morosini's vessels were un- 
prepared for an attack ; part of their crew was 
employed on shore, and the rest, surprised in 
idle security, made but a feeble resistance. 
Many threw themselves into the sea and gained 
the land ; many more were drowned in the atr 
tempt, and the whole of his ships were captured 
by the Genoese. The young Doria then returned 
upon Pisani, who thus found himself placed in 
the very situation to which he had calculated upon 
reducing his assailant Pressed on both quarters, 
for he was equally engaged in front, and con- 
fused by two of his own vessels which had been 
fired and left to drifl; upon his line, after the loss 
of four thousand men, he at length surrendered. 
The stain of Cagliari was obliterated by this yet 
greater triumph, and Doria returned to Genoa, 
bearing with him thirty captured galleys, little 
short of six thousand prisoners, and, amongst 
them^ one who was prized far above all, the re- 
doubtable Pisani himself. What might have been 
the result if the victorious fleet had at once ap- 

E eared before Venice cannot now be decided; 
ut never was there a moment in her History at 
wliich she appears to have been more defenceless. 
Forced loans might recruit the Treasury, but the 
Arsenal was unable to supply a single galley. 
Four private citizens ^such names far more deserve 
remembrance than Uiose which are inscribed in 
characters of blood), Marino Fradello, Beato 
Vido, Pietro Nani, and Costantino Zucholo, each 
armed a vessel at his own expense. But what 

VOL. !• s 
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wotild l&is scanty lotce faare «v«3ed against Ibe 
trimnphaiit Dom ? Soch iras tlie natural impa- 
tience which the Signory felt to renew negotia'- 

tions with Visconti, AataTruce for four 
A^« months was signed in little more than 

sixty days after the bsltle of Sapieioa; 
l^elbre it could be ei^nded to a Peace, Yemoe, 
more than eaiough endangered by foreign arms^ 
encountered staU gi«ater peril from domealie 
treason. 

The Doge who now filled the throne had shewn 
ereat militaTy skill as CcHnmander at the siege of 
Zara ; and, in some naval operations subsequently 
intrusted to him, he was again distinguished by 
taking Capo d'Istria. His ^mily was one of the 
most noble and wealthy which the Republic 
boasted. Two of his ancei^rs had worn the 
Ducal crown, and he himself bore the honourable 
title of Count di Valdemarino in the Marches ai 
Treviso. After a long and laborious life, chiefly 
«pent in the fields when neariy in his eightieth 
year, he Still continued to serve his Country as a 
diplomatist He had been employed in this capa* 
dty at Genoa before the Battle of Caristo, and he 
was filling the high duties of Ambassador at 
Home, when his election to the Chief Magistracy 
was announced to him. Those who love to con- 
meet every more than ordinary event with a signi- 
ficant progttostk, remarked, or remembered that 
his ipMic entrance, on ihe 5th of October, was 
beset with evil omens. So diick a mist (caligOy as 
the Venetians term thek sea*fogs) overspreaid die 
Lagune, that it was feund impossible to navigate 
tilie Bucentaur from San. Clemente, and the new 
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Dc^, iBstead of a^earing wi^ the pomp itted 
to hh dign^, approached his Cajntal in a Kumble 
■gondola. Even the spot of his disembaikatioii 
ims inaospkaous ; for, in comeifae&oe of the haee, 
Ins boatmen nnssed the Rwa deila Pcglia^ %b 
which his course was directed, and landed at 
the Piaxxe^j on the fatal scene of public ex<- 
ctitaons, between the Two CokimBs. Whether 
ihe proveib, * €fuardaii daUC intrecolunni^,' ^Be- 
ware how yon get betwe^i the Pillars,' existed 
before the time df Faliero, or arose in oonsecfuenoe 
of hira, it may not be easy to decide ; but Amelot 
•de la Houssaye assttres as that, ftom a recollection 
of his melancholy fate, no sum of money would 
tempt a Venetian NoMeman to expose himself to 
the danger threatened by a committal of his p^- 
eon to this ill-omened passage. 

The name of Marino Faliero is ^miliar to 
English ears; but the reader who borrows his 
conception of the Doge of Venice firom the mo- 
dem Drama in our language which purports to 
relate his story, will wander as ^ from Historic 
truth as from Nature and probahility. Tlie Chro- 
nicle of Sanuto, which the Poet has avowed to be 
his basis, presents no trace of that false, over- 
wrought, and unintelMgible passion which, in tibe 
Tragedy, is palmed upon us for nice sensitiveness 
to injured honour. We are told, indeed, that the 
angry old man had once so far indidged his cho- 
leric humour as to fell to the ground a somewhat 
tardy Bishop during the celebration of a holy 
solemnity. We hear of a fiery temper, accus- 
tomed to command^ elated by success, and in 
which, on the conlession of Petrarch, who was 

s 2 
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Sefsonally well-infonned regaiding it, valour pre* 
ominated over prudence. "Hiese are the unsettled 
elements upon which tlie Tempter best loves to 
work; but the insanity and extravagance with 
which we must charge Faliero, if we suppose his 
attempt to overthrow the Government of which he 
was Chief, arose solely from an outrageous desire 
of revenge for a petty insult, are entirely gra? 
tuitous, and belong altogether to the Poet. Mad- 
ness of another kind, however, that of Ambition, 
is clearly ascribable to him ; and, if we take this 
as our key, much of the obscurity attendant upon 
a catastrophe which has been imperfectly and 
inadequately developed will be cleared away ; we 
shall obtain a character little indeed awakening 
our sympathy, but yet not wholly at variance witS 
our judgment ; and although we may be astonished 
at, and recoil from the motives which prompted 
his crime, they will not be altogether of a class 
which sets our comprehension at defiance *. 

No one can have traced our preceding course 
of History, without having remarked the gradual 
encroachments of the Oligarchy on the Ducal 
power. At almost every new election^ it was 
crippled and curtailed afresh of some remaining 
portion of authority, till the Chief Magistrate, to 
whom attached the heaviest odium of tyranny, 
was, at the same time, in his own person, the 
victim whom that tyranny most grievously op- 
pressed. During the interregnum which occurred 

* Lord Byroii*8 conception of Fallero's character and motlrea 
appears to us to be mistaken ; but what is to be said to the count- 
less impertinences and ingraftments upon History which M. dela 
Viffne has introduced into his French Play on the same subject i 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



XARIKO FALIBRO. 261 

before the nomination of Faliero, new inroads had 
been made upon the few privileges still uncircum* 
scribed. Additional shackles were imposed upon 
his communications with foreign States, by an 
ihcrease of the numbers of that Council, without 
the presence of which he was forbidden to open 
despatches, or to receive Ambassadors ; and the 
three Presidents of the XL were annexed to their 
Prince as spies. Besides this, he was subjected 
to fresh control in the delivery of his votes, in the 
disposal of his property, and in the collection of 
his revenue. Such unexpected mutilation of a 
power, already lowered far beneath that standard 
at which an ambitious or even a liberal spirit would 
estimate nominal sovereignty as worthy of accept- 
ance, must have embittered the very opening of 
Faliero's reign. Nor were the burdensome forms 
to which, in his administration, he was daily com- 
pelled to submit, calculated to increase his attach- 
ment to existing ordinances. Fettered by absurd 
ceremonies, a prisoner in his own Palace, thwarted, 
suspected, overruled, vigilantly watched, studiously 
degraded, a high-toned and independent temper 
must have felt such bonds to be galling — a proud 
and irritable one must have passionately longed to 
burst them *. 

* This statement is plainly borne out by Marco ViUani. Havendo 
Vanimo grande ri contentava male, non parendogli poterefare a sua 
volonta come haorebbe voluto ; Btrtgnendogli la loro antica legge di non 
potere paasare la deliberazione del Coruiglio a lui diputato par lo 
Comune. Eperb haveapreeo edegno contra a gentUi kuomini chepiik 
lo repugnavono pre»ontuo»amente (V. 13). Villani differs in many 
particulars from Sanuto. He omits all mention both of Steno and 
Beltramo ; and he attributes the failure of the Conspiracy entirely 
to the TBCillation of the Doge. F. Justinianl (lib. It. p. 86) concurs 
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To Faliero there was yet anolker source of ^^ 
conteDit. In advanced life, he had married a 
young and lovely woman. Ni» breath of seaadai 
tamii^ed har reputation * i but yet it is likely that 
he must have been keenly ahve to the possibitity 
oi ridicule ; that the (Mspazity of years must ire* 
qfuently have crossed his nund, as aiording roosa 
iot suspicion in the breasts of other men ; and 
that, however asinired he might be of the safety of 
his own honour, he must have known there were 
many to whom such assurance might be wanting. 
Thus estimating his iSeeiings, which are not here 
Snagined for our purpose, but which, £rom the 
eCAstitution of human nature^ could not but exist, 
we shall have little difficulty in conceiving that 
the unii]^rtant circumstance which we are abool 
to relate, though it can by no means be said to 
have been the eemse of Faliero's rashness, ov^* 
threw, p^aps, the last remaining barrier by which 
his impatient iUry was restrained. 

The rest we shall b<»row fieely from Sflffluto. 
At a banquet which it was customary for the 
Doge to celebrate in his Palace, aft« the Bull* 
hunt, on the Carnival Thursday, a squabble had 
arisen from aome too |Nressing £ftmiliarky ol^ 
fared by one of the young gallants of the Court to 
his mistress. Michele Steno^ a gentleman of poor 
estate, was enamoured of a lady in attendance 
upon the Dogaressa; and, presuming upon her 

in our repretcatatiMi of Falicro's unbitioa, vad, indMd» represeoii 
the Doge m making the first orcitaie to IwaeUo» uutead <tf re^ 
CciTiag itfh>mhim. 
* DogUoaV T. p. 236p pcrhape» appean to thrair oui imiKitaitont 
khn. 
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&ivouv» be was guiky oi soise freedom wliieli led 
Ibe Doge to oi^ ]m exdustoa. Tkis conuDand 
afpeara to kave been executed wikh more than 
Becessary violence ; and the youths fired by ^ 
mdignity which disgraced him la the eyes of his 
mistresB, sought revenge by assailing Faliero in 
that point in which he conceived him ta be most 
vnlnexable. He wrote on the Doge's chair, in the 
Council Chamber, a few worde reflecting upon the 
Dogaressa. ' Marino Faliens husband of the lovely 
wife ; he keeps, but others kies her*/ The offence 
was traced to it& author ; it was pitifol and un* 
manly; yet it scare^ deserved heavi^ punishment 
than that which the XL adjudged to it; namely, 
that Steno should be imprisoi^ for two months, 
and afterwards banished nrom the State for a year. 
But, to the morbid and excited spirit of Fatieroy 
the petty affront of this rash youth appealed 
heightened to a State-«rime ; and the lenient sen*: 
tence with which his treason (for so he considered 
it) had been visited, was an aggravation of every 
Cnrmer indignity offered to t)^ Chief Magistrate 
by the Oligarchy which affected to control him. 
Steno, he said, should have been ignomini- 
ottsly hanged, or at least condemned to perpetual 
exile. 

On the day after the sentence, while the Doge was 
yet hot in indignation, an event occurred which 
seems to have confirmed the Chronicler whose 
steps we are following, in his belief in the doctrine 
of Necessity. • Now it was fated,' he tells ua» 
* that my Lord Duke Marino was to have his head 

« •Marin Falieri, daUa beOamoglie, alM lagode, edegli ta manHene,* 
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<mt off. And as it is necessary, when any effect is to 
be brought about, that the cause of that effect must 
happen, it therefore came to pass,' — that Bertuccio 
Israello, Admiral of the Arsenal*, a person ap^ 
parently of no less impetuous passions than the 
Doge himself, and who is described as possessed 
also of egregious cunning, approached him to seek 
reparation for an outrage. A Noble had disho* 
noured him by a blow ; and it was vain to ask 
redress for this affront from any but the highesl 
personage in the State. Faliero, brooding over 
Ids ovm imagined wrongs, disclaimed that title, and 
gladly seized occasion to descant on liis personal 
insignificance. * What wouldst thou have me do 
for thee V was his answer : ' Think upon the shame* 
ful gibe which hath been written concerning me, 
and think on the manner in which they have pu- 
nished that ribald, Michele Steno, who wrote it ; 
and see how the Council of XL respect our per- 
son !' Upon tliis, the Admiral returned, — ' My 
Lord Duke, if you would wish to make yourself a 
Prince, and cut all those cuckoldy gentlemen to 
pieces, I have the heart, if you do but help me, to 
make you Prince of all the State ; and then you 
may punish them all.' Hearing this, the Duke 

* This Officer was Chief of the Artisans of the Arsenal, and com- 
manded the Bucentaur, for the safety of which, even if an acci- 
dental storm should arise, he was responsible with bis life. H« 
mounted guard at the Ducal Palace during an Interregnum, and 
bore the red standard before the new Doge on his inauguration j for 
which service his perquisites were the Ducal Mantle, and the two 
silyer basins from which the Doge scattered the regulated pittance 
which he was permitted to throw among the people.-— ^mefoe de la 
Houuajfe, 79, 
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said — * How can such a matter be brought about?' 
and so they discoursed thereon. 
• Such is Sanuto's brief narrative of the origin of 
^is Conspiracy ; and we have nothing more cer« 
tain to offer. It is not easy to say whence he 
obtained his intelligence. If such a conversation 
as that which he relates really did occur, it must 
have taken place without the presence of witnesses, 
and therefore could be disclosed only by one of 
Ae parties. It is far more likely that the Chroni- 
der is relating that which he supposed, than that 
which he kne^v ; and, as it must be admitted that 
the interview iMth the Admiral of the Arsenal oc- 
curred, and that, immediately after it, the Doge was 
found linked with the daiing band of which that 
Officer was Chief, there is no violation of pro- 
bability in granting that some such conversation 
took plabe ; and that the train was ignited by this 
collision of two angry spirits. Whether the plot 
was in any degree organized beforehand, or arose 
at the moment, it is manifestly impossible for us 
to decide, without information which cannot now 
be obtained. 

' Bertucci Faliero, a nephew of the Doge, and 
Fiiippo Calendafo, a seaman of great repute, were 
summoned to conference immediately. It was 
agreed to communicate the design to six other 
associates ; and, during many nights successively, 
these Plebeian assassins arranged with the Doge, 
under the roof of his own Palace, the massacre of 
the entire Aristocracy, and the dissolution of the 
existing Government. ' It was concerted that six- 
teen or seventeen leaders should be stationed in 
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vancHis psiils otHae ekj; eack Mitg attbe headoS 
forty men, armed and prepaied ; btk the £olk>iin«Bft 
were ncit to know tkeir destiBatioQ. On the ap 
pointed d»y, they were to make affinys anon^ 
ibemaelTea here and there, is order that tJbe DAm 
might have a pietesce for toUing the bells oi Sfla» 
Marco, wittch are never rmig but by the order oi 
the Ddke^ And, at the sowid of the bolk, theaft 
sixteen or seventeen, with tibeir foUowen, were to 
come to San Maieo, tkroi^h the streeta whidk 
open upon the Pbeza; and wheft the Nc^es and 
kading citizens shooJd oome to the Piana toknow 
the eaixse of tibe riot, tibmi the eonspuratiHrs were to 
eut them in pieces ; and this w€(rk heoig findahed* 
my Lord Markia Fali^co the Duke was to be pro* 
okomed Lord of Venieet* Hiinga having becoi 
thus settled, they agreed to fulfil their attempt on 
Wednesday, the 15^1 day of Apxik^ ia the year 
1S&5* So covectly did they {dot, that nooneevec 
dreamed of their machinationft.' 

As a previous step, in order to ar<Hifie popidax 
fiediDg against the Great Council, it was (ktec« 
mined to practise a singular stratagem. Paities 
of die Consmrators paraded different quartets of the 
Capital in uie dead of night, and having sto^p^ped 
at die windows of some Citizens of the middle uaA 
kywer classes, and there insidted the women of ikn 
Csmiily by aeandalotui and imseendy propositions* 

* Osc of the prctcKte tM ringiog this •Una xrm tfrhavt bMo, aa 
«nnoaaceBit&t «f the ftppcumitce of • G«mcm Fte«t qS the i^ 

t Demum Falerhu non Prtnc«pf aay/ttcffecf Domimtf Bf^utarttur* 
F. Juatinlanl, «#«f^. p. 89. ^ . 
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they lelired with rude bvrsls of Linghter, cdSuif^ 
each other lou^ by 1^ aamea of the princtpai 
Noblemen*. 

Ferhaps, the xapidity wkh which their design ws9 
ftaraedy tended much to its concealment Scaredyr 
a little month had elapsed innce ils first pro- 
jeetion, and now the folkywiag day was to de* 
stroy the ConstitutuHi of Venice, to deluge hef 
streets with Patrician blood, and to phick up aO 
her ancient stocks from their Yery roots, without a 
sospkion of the approachm^ cabmity having 
glanced a(»os8 the intaaded victiiBS;. E^er the 
Council ol X catM not yet have attioned its. sdbh 
sequent fearful and extraordinary ubiquity, or the 
Conspirat<»8 must haye exhibited a prudence and 
self-control rarely, if erer, paralbled by an eqnaUy 
large body of men, engaged in a similar attempt. 
To their miiior agents, their ultimate design had 
not been revealed ; and, even in tiie end, the disr* 
covery arose not firom treachery, nor from incai&« 
tion, but from ' a compunetious visiting* of one 
framed of stuff less stem than his assodates, and 
who shrank from the murder cf a benefactor. The 
part played by Tre^am in that yet more bloody 
Conspiracy, which the Papists, in after days, framed 
against the three Estates of England, was but a 
repetition of that now enacted in Venice by Bel« 
tramo of Bergamof. Beltramo had been Inrought 

* p. Justinlani, ui tup, 

t Such appears to b* the most received heHef. Stsmomdl hss pM« 
fcned aoother, irhkkrepvcsents Beltramo to hsTS been <»• olthoa* 
persons from whom the particulars of the conspiracy had been con* 
cealed, but who had been persuaded to .attend the musters : hlf 
suspicions were excited, and these be stated to Lionl. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



268 ICARINO FALIERO. 

up in a noble family, to which he was closely at- 
tached, that of Nicolo Lioni, of San Stefano ; 
and, anxious to preserve his patron's life, he went 
to him on the evening . before the rising, and in- 
treated him to remain at home on the morrow. 
The singular nature of the request excited surprise, 
which was increased to suspicion by the ambiguous 
answers returned to farther inquiries which it sug- 
gested. By degrees, every particular of the trea- 
son was revealed, and Lioni heard of the impend- 
ing danger with terror, and of the hands by which 
it was threatened, with astonishment and slowly- 
accorded belief. Not a moment was to be lost ; 
he secured Beltramo, therefore, and, having com- 
municated with a few friends, they resolved upon 
assembling the Heads of the different Magistracies, 
and immediately seizing such ringleaders as had 
been denounced. These were taken, at their own 
houses, without resistance. Precautions were 
adopted against any tumultuous gathering of the 
mecnanics of the Arsenal, and strict orders were 
issued to the keeper of the Campanile not on any 
account to toll the beUs. 

In the course to be pursued with the lesser 
malefactors, no difficulty was likely to arise : the 
rack and the gibbet were their legal portion. But 
for the Doge, the Law afforded no precedent ; and, 
upon a crime which it had not entered into the 
mind of man to conceive, (as with that nation which, 
having never contemplated parricide, had neglected 
to provide any punishment for it,) no Tribunal 
known to the Constitution was competent to pass 
judgment. The Council of X demanded the a&- 
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distance of a Giunta of twenty Nobles, who were 
to give advice, but not to ballot; and this Body 
having been constituted, ' they sent for my Lord 
Marino Faliero the Duke, and my Lord was then 
consorting in the Palace with people of great estate, 
gentlemen, and other good men, none of whom 
knew yet how the fact stood.' : 

, The ringleaders were immediately hanged be- 
tween the Red Columns on the Piazzetta^ some 
singly, some in couples; and the two Chiefs 
of them, Bertuccio Israello and Calendaro, with a 
cruel precaution not uncommon in Venice, were 
previously gagged. Nor was the process of the 
highest delinquent long protracted. He appears 
neither to have denied nor to have extenuated his 
guilt, and ' on Friday, the 16th day of April, 
judgment was given in the Council of X., that my 
Lord Marino Faliero, the Duke, should have his 
head cut off, and that the execution should be 
done on the landing-place of the stone staircase. 
The Giant's Stairs, where the Doges take their 
oath when they first enter the Palace. On the fol- 
lowing day, the doors of the Palace being shut, 
the Duke had his head cut off, about the hour of 
noon ; and the cap of estate was taken from the 
Duke's head, before he came down the staircase. 
When the execution was over, it is said, that one 
of the Chiefs of the Council of X. went to the 
columns of the Palace against the Piazza, and, 
displaying the bloody sword, exclaimed, " Justice 
has fallen on the Traitor !" and, the gates being 
then opened, the populace eagerly rushed in to 
flee the Doge who nad been executed/ 
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The body^if Falieso wm eoav^yed, by tort^ 
ligfat, in a g«ldok^ hai iBMitteiided by ^e costK^ 
Biaiy cereroonieft, to the Cfaiirc^ of San Gmaniai 
md S«B Paolo; in tlM outer wan «€ which a Atone 
coffin is frt^n isiliedded, witli an fllegibie inscnp- 
tioD, vfldck once presented tlie words, Hie jmcet 
Mariims Fektro Dux. His lands and goods 
fv«re confiscated to liie State, with liie exception 
of two thousand ducats, of whidi he was permitted 
to dispose ; and, yet further to transmit to posteiity 
the memory of his enorsious crioie, his portra^ 
was not a<kaitted to range wit^ those of his brot^ier 
Doges in the HaU of the Great Council. In the 
frame whidi it ought to «»ccupy is mispended a 
blade veil, inscrib^ with the w^s. Hie est locus 
Marini Feletro decapitcUi pro criminibwt. 

The fate of Behxamo deserves a few words. He 
was amply rewarded for his opportune discovery* 
by a p^sioB of a thousand ducats in perpetuity, 
the grant of a private residence which had be* 
longed to Falsero, and inseriptioQ in the Golden 
Book. Dissatisfied, howevier, w^ this lavish pay- 
ment for a very ambiguoiis virtue, he lost no ooca- 
aiask of taxing the Nobles with neglect of his sav 
Tices, and of uttering loud calumnies against ^iem, 
both secredy and in pul^. The (^vemiBent, 
wearied by his importunities and ingratitude, at 
length deprived him of his appointments, and sen- 
tenced hun to ten years exile at Ragusa ; but his 
restless and turbuldat sprit soon prompted him to 
seek a sfot less under the control of the S^gnory, 
in which he might vent his railmgs afresh, and 
with impunity. It is probaMe that the long aim 
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of the Council of X. arrested his design, for we 
are significantly informed that he perished on his 
way to Pannonia. 




Ancient Doge aad Dogarena, 
From TiTXAW. 
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272 WAR WITH HUNGARY. 

CHAPTER VII. 

FROM AJ>. 1856 TO A J>. 1378. 

War with Louis of Hungary— Loss of Dalmatia— Bequest of Pe- 
trarch's Library— Insurrection in Candia— Petrarch's Account 
of the Festivities on its Suppression— Last Struggle of the Can- 
diotes— Intrigues of Francesco Vecchio da Carrara— Intrasion of 
Padua — Submission of da Carrara — Revolution at Constanti- 
nople — Youth of Carlo Zeno — Acquisition of Tenedos — Affray ia 
Cyprus— Powerful League against Venice. 







DOGES. 


A.D. 






1355 


Lvm. 


Giovanni Gradenigo. 


1356 


LIX. 


Giovanni Delfino. 


1361 


LZ. 


Lorenzo Celsi. 


1365 


LXI. 


Marco Cornaro. 


1367 


TiXIX. 


Andrea Contarini. 



Giovanni Gradenigo succeeded to the blood- 
stained throne : both his reign and that of 
1365?6 Giovanni Dblpino were passed in a cala- 
mitous war with Louis of Hungary, who 
still regarded Zara with a longing eye. Seven 
revolts of that Colony had sufficiently evinced 
her disaffection from Venice, and to her Hun- 
garian neighbours, on the other hand, she was 
attached by the strong ties of similar language, 
manners, and origin. Louis allied himself with the 
Duke of Austria, with the Patriarch of Aquileia, and 
with one whom gratitude for tlie restoration of his 
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family to power ought to have retained in the 
friendship of the Republic, Francesco da Carrara 
(Francesco Vecchio, as he is termed, in order to 
distinguish him fk-om his ill-fated son), a descendant 
of Marsilio, and the present Lord of Padua. Thus 
supported, he pressed a vigorous and successful war, 
both in the Trevisano and in Dalmatia ; and, in 
the end, he compelled Venice to the renouncement 
of all pretension to Sovereignty on the Eastern 
coast of the Adriatic. 

To the reign of Delpino are attributed the 
Sumptuary Laws which regulated the dress, 
table, and personal expenses of each rank ^* 
of Citizens, and the institution of the three 
Magistrates by whom they are superintended. 
One of the absurd restrictions which they intro- 
duced regarded uniformity of dress among all 
classes. The cloak of the richest Noble, as well 
as that of the meanest artizan, if he could procure 
one, was to be made of Paduan cloth, and a heavy 
penalty was imposed upon the use of English, Spa^ 
nish, or Dutch manufacture. The younger Nobility 
evaded this law by the magnificence of their under 
Testments. The cloak was made so as to exhibit 
these to advantage by falling open, and, on entering 
their gondolas or their own houses, it was entirely 
thrown aside. Then they appeared dressed in rich, 
flowered silks, edged with the costliest lace, and 
often with a doublet of gold or silver brocade. About 
the time of Delpino also, that decree is supposed 
to have been passed, which forbids any Venetian 
Noble from embarking in commercial pursuits, a 
law not always rigidly observed at later periods. 
Its direct tendency was to prevent the accumula* 

VOL, I. T 
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tkm «f weftllk in new h8iidB,aiid '^Misto ftewnm 
liie aBceadaiioy «df liuise liHittiaB hf vfkam ytwui 
had already been attained. 
Hie eommftnoemeiit of the veign of Lmuem^ 

CsLfiff, wko sHOoeeikd, was distHtf^smdiei 
j[^^* by a viagnlfieeDt bequest fwm Petfardi, 

of whioh the Venetians ^ka^e |nPB¥ed then- 
sekes but litde ^wcr^. Tbe Poet appears ^9 
hme oontemplnked hb visits to the I^rngme with 
no ordinary satisfaction ; and, in order mote snb- 
ttantialty to teBtHy km grateM sense of the fre- 
quent hospitality of the Republic, he offered hn 
Library as a legacy. In 1362, iprhile the Plagne 
was raging at Padua, he had feed his ^bode at 
Venice, which was^ee from infectiaii ; Ins Isseks 
acoonpanied ham, vnd, iert their oonveyanoe, he 
was obliged ^ retain « numerous and eicpensm 
stud of baggage4Hnrses. On the 44ii of Septeai^ber, 
in tliat year, he wrote to tie Senate, ' I wish, 
with the good wili of our Sawiour, and ef thte 
Evangelist himself, to maise St. Motk heir of my 
liibiary.' iHis chief stipaktions were, that ^e 
books should neither be sold nor dispersed, and 
that a building should -be provided in which ikey 
might be secure agonist "fire ^and the weather. The 
Chreat Council gladly accepted this Itbeial dona- 
tion, and addressed its Aanks in terms -of courtesy 
(perhaps not exaggerated, if we jemeraber the 
times in which tli^ were wntten) < to aschohir 
unrivalled in Poetry, in Meval Philosophy, -and in 
Thedogy/ A Palace, which belong^ to 'the fa- 
mily of Molina, and, 4n later years, was eonveited 
into a mcmastery for the Nuns of St. Sepidchre, 
was assigned as a lesideBce for ^ Poet, and as 
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« depofiitary for lus 'beoks. Macedo, a ProfesBor 'Of 
Padua, v4io has -described tiie wonders of Yeiiiee 
most infiatedty, in wluct lie tevms « Series ijf Pie- 
4ier6s designed by a Peetmd and HigtonocU penoiij 
H^peaksof Petmrcli, en^iis occasson, as crossing 
'1^ Lagune I&e anotiker Anon ; and, "by the me- 
lody of his song, reaemng Amplnon's mirade, 
:snd Tousittg the etones to create a Library. Tkm 
CoUectaen, wfaidh foimed llie nuckus'of the new 
inestimable Library of St. Mark, though by no 
means extensm, still -contained many treasures <jf 
no small price. Among them are ennmeraled 
a MS. of Homer, given to iPiBtrardi by Nico- 
laus Sigeros, Ambassador of the Greek Em*- 
peror ; a beaut^ 'cepy <fi Sophocles ; the en- 
tire Iliad and great part of the Odyssey trans- 
lated by Leemlio Pilato, and copied in the hand- 
writing of Boccaccio, Whom the translator hod 
instructed in'Grreek; an imperfect Quinctilian; 
land most of <fhe Works of Cicero transcribed by 
Petrarch liimself, wlio professed most unbounded 
admiration for the great Roman Philosopher*. 
The Venetians, to their shame, grievously ne^ 
lected the Poet^s gift. When Tomasini request^ 
permision to inspect the books, in the early part 
of the XVIJ^ Century, he was led to thereof of St. 
Mark's, where he found them,to use his own words, 
* partly reduced 'to dust, partly petrified' — diotu 
mirum I in eaaa wntatoe f ; and he adds a cata- 
logue of such as were afterwards rescued &om 
^stniction. About a century after the establicfh- 
inent of ^s first Public Library in Venice, it was 

• Oinsaen^, Bisi. Liter, <r liaUe, ch. yU. p. 2. 
t ^Umrakm BttUtlvm, p» 72. 

t2 
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largely increased by the munificence of Cardinal 
Bessarion, who, as Patriarch of Constantinople, 
possessed frequent opportunities of securing MSS. 
of great rarity ; and afikerward^ by that of Professor 
Melchior Wieland, a native of Marienburg, who, out 
of gratitude for benefits conferred by the Republic, 
bequeathed it his Collection in 1389. It now 
contains about sixty thousand volumes, which, in 
1812, were transferred from the Procuratorie 
nuove to the splendid saloon in the Ducal Palace, 
no longer required for the assemblies of the Grand 
Council. 

The private tastes of the Doge Celsi are noticed 
by an anonymous manuscript Chronicle*; and 
one of them was uncommon for a Venetian. He 
was fond of inspecting the processes of the Mint, 
and he kept a large stud of horses in the CapitaL 
His accession occasioned a singular domestic 
jealousy. His father, accustomed to the exercise 
of paternal authority, felt reluctant to acknow- 
ledge the elevation which his son had attained 
above himself; and the churlish old man, unable 
to brook a superiority which he considered to be 
a violation of the course of Nature, in order to 
avoid uncovering himself in the presence of the 
Doge, adopted a habit of going always bare- 
headed. Lorenzo, actuated by a better feeling, 
ingeniously devised a pretext which might at once 
reUeve his. father's ridiculous scruple, and obtain 
for himself the honour due to his station. He 
embroidered a Cross upon the Ducal cap, and the 
superstitious dotard no longer refused the cus- 
tomary mark of respect ' It is not,' he said, * to 

*B»,di San Marco, xxU 
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you, my 5011, that I bow, but to the Cross. Hav-> 
ing given you life, it is not possible that I should 
be your inferior.' The conduct of the Doge was. 
wise and affectionate ; but how far more touching^ 
was the unextorted, filial piety which Roper has so 
simply and so beautifully recorded of Sir Thomas, 
More, when filling the exalted post of Lord Changs 
eellor. ' Whensoever he passed through West- 
minster Hall to his place in the Chancery, by the 
Court of the King's Bench, if his father (one of the 
Judges thereof) had been seated or he came, he 
would go into the same Court, and there, reverently 
kneeling down in the sight of them all, duly ask 
his father's blessing ; and if it fortuned that his 
father and he, at pleadings, in Lincoln's Inn, met 
together (as they sometimes did), notwithstanding 
his high office, he would offer in argument the 
pre-eminence to his father, though he,, for his 
office sake, would refuse to take it' 

The cession of Dalmatia had naturally im- 
pressed the other Colonies of Venice with a con- 
viction of her feebleness ; and the Candiotes, al- 
ways chafing under her yoke, once again endea- 
voured to throw it off. This insurrection was not 
planned and conducted, as in former instances, by 
the discontented natives : it was now a revolt of 
the whole Venetian population of the Island. Of 
the original settlers, many were branches of the 
most iUustrious families of the mother-country, 
who painfully felt their hopeless exclusion from all 
share in the Government ; and their irritation was 
heightened by an idle and unseasonable sarcasm. 
One of their demands had been, that they might 
be permitted to depute twenty Sages to the Great 
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Cornell, as tibeir vefneaea/Mirm and gnavdiMtt 
of theiz i&tcrests ; and Ala. bqI unreascmalik: 
popoflitiGai had heean laei by the Cpavemor ten 
wkom it was aabmitted^ by the blister kiiqpiiiy, * Avot^ 
theve any^ Sages amei^ jeviT A tea levied for tbst 
i^paratioii of tbeir port alR»ded a peete&t fbr le^ 
abtanee, and tibie MaiBdears rose aknoet to a vmm;. 
Ibey seized. Ae arsenals and publie stores, secureA 
Ijl^ perscfft of tibe Govexnor^ ikasw open th& gaoler 
asid aimed the pcisonas; andv m order mere 
eflSectifiiiiy to sever ail ties wMek night bind 
tiiem to Yeniee^ with a headlong- fory ihejr 
dbamdmied their ni^cmal profession of Faidi'». 
and embraced Ike doetrine of the^ Greek Chiir<^ 
St Mark at the sasme time was degradeii 
from hk tutelary pre^-emineiiee, and repisfieNl 
by a fkr less distisgoiahed patron, St. Titns. 

Wheth^ from' weakiwss, or from » wish teir 
prevent efiusion of Mocdy ^ Republic adc^ited a 
eotirse little likely to anraol with a xefraetDry 
Colony, ahready in arms. She soagbtto-negotiafta; 
but tiie ^xvoys were not perBOEfttedto kmd, and 
tkey were sent back mJk an insnking zaessago t» 
ibe ^gnory. A secoBsd embassy wen aHowed te^ 
disemfoads ; bat it was only thai it m^ht w^ 
ness the fiafee enthusiasm of the populace andi 
their detestation of the Yenettan name. At lei^th, 
after WBoalx delay and many pEecautione, a fleet 
of tbirty-thxee galleys was equipped ; and six tibo«» 
sand men, onbazkedin them,, were intrusted totfco 
command of Luehino dal Yense, a Yeronestw 
The Genoese had refused their assistance to Aa 
insurgents : ai^, after all the bold danonstratioiis 
of resistance wl^di the Candiotes had exhd>ited» 
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tiimnoQiiaUeBal>lft^ «iniaBi0»t wm SHffioieiil \Qtet 

dboBlitesiBofthnsedafs.. Theaea&ddror ij^ 
ceived its cuatmnary tnbiilie> albss aft muuc- 
f«aa£tti setKolt ; and li» tnumpk was celebisated at 
l^enice with unusiudi fiestivky V of wkbh PetBaccl% 
kn ODft of &ia L^icata^ hasi sioxded the foliowing 
iKexf nBhste and piatmesfHe oansiiv^ 

& waek a» ifte 4Eth o£ Juae^ that the Poet, ia 
aanfaR^ with the Azdbhjahc^ c£ PatBae^ \iitt» esh- 
jfifijiiog a ddlianMa'. pampecti o£ the aoft from hia 
wh^wa^ ami dieating a BitmnieB e^teahtg witb 
fomil^r talk^ wJmb tina-cHuvreaaatiQii wasinterrupted! 
h^ tha ajf|ieamn0e: of a gti^&ff ia the^otfng;^ faooi^ 
Sdyiy dxeased out with gseea baiighs* Thia uouaual 
deccnration, the zapid motkan cf the oara, the joy- 
M shfiula^^ o£ the. maainarsv the gashuidat \dbich 
they hadtwmed round their aapsy the BtBeamesi 
«4u3h floated finanii their uaaats, a£L hetok^ad the 
mmvaL a§ soise pleaaittg^ iirtelH^eiiee. A signal 
vf»ft gw^i^^ f^NXL the beaeon^tower of the port, and 
the whde- popukliim of the city floek^ to the 
water's edga,. breatideas wit^ cioioBky^ to asceetan 
tba Qi^va. A» the: bai^ caaaa; Bearer ^ore^ boom 
fli^a q£ the eBemy wese so^i' hao^pbog from her 
atenit; and all doubt waa theik romojired thafe ahd 
waft the messenger <^ vjcttocy* What, however^ 
waft the geofind siaqniee and jsy^v^hen it waa aa*> 
Bouneed that the mbels were not ooly worslied but 
(oaB^^nered^ that Candia was subdued, and that the 
waar was at am end! The Doge, with his Couxt 
and Prelates aisid the whole attendant crowd of 
Citizens, immediately repaired to St.. Mark*s, and 
offered up a solemn service of Thaoka^ving. The 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ft80 VKSTIYITIES OIC 

Festivals which succeeded lasted for many days } 
and they were closed by a Tournament and a magw* 
nificent equestrian parade, for which Petrarch id 
unable to find an adequate Latin name. 

In this last spectacle, a troop of four and twenty 
noble Venetian youths, headed by a Ferrarese, 
splendidly arrayed, and mounted on horses gor» 
geously caparisoned, started singly, but in quick 
succession, from a barrier in the Piazza di San 
Marco^ and, coursing round to a goal, unintemipt* 
edly renewed the same circle, brandishing lances 
from which silken ribands fluttered to the wind« 
The Doge, with his brilliant train, sat in tke 
Marble Gallery over St. Mark's Porch, by the 
well-known Horses, whence the evening sun was 
shaded by richly embroidered canopies. On his 
right hand sat Petrarch himself, whose love of plea* 
sure was satisfied by two days' attendance on the 
protracted festivity. The splendour of the scene 
was heightened by the presence of several English 
Barons, some of them of the Royal blood, who at 
that time were in Venice, so far as we can under- 
stand Petrarch's obscure statement, engaged in 
some maritime negotiation*; though one of the 
Chroniclers assures us that they had no other ob* 
ject than a laudable desire of seeing the World f* 
In the Court below, not a grain of sand could have 
fallen to the pavement, so dense was the throng. 
A wooden scaffolding, raised for the occasion, on 
the right of the Piazza, contained a bright store of 
beauty ; the forty noblest Dames of Venice, glit- 

* Petrarch's words are, Britonet quiseteinUrim laborari {luborif\ 
mquoreo vegetaba$U. 
*Moroilnl, xiU. p.288. 
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tering with costly jewels. In the Horse-course, 
honour was the sole prize ; but, for the Tournament, 
in which danger was to be encountered, more sub- 
stantial rewards were proposed. For the most 
successful champion, a crown of solid gold, chased 
with precious stones ; for the second, a silver belt, 
of choice workmanship. The King of Cyprus, 
who happened to be returning to his dominions 
from France, condescended to break a lance with 
the son of the victorious General, Luchino dal 
Verme ; but the chief honour of the three days' 
jousts was borne away, as was to be wished, by a 
native Venetian, though the flower ofall the neighs 
bouring Provinces had been invited to partake in 
^ese feats of arms*. 

The following year beheld the last fruitless 
struggle of the Candiotes for their liberty; 
and, although it occurred in a different ^^* 
reign, we shall briefly notice it here, in or- 
der that we may preserve the thread of our narra-^ 
tive unbroken. The insurgents, recovered from< 
their late disasters, were headed by three brothers^ 
of the family of Calenge ; and they protracted, dur-. 
ing more than twelve months, adesidtory, tedious, 
and destructive war of posts, by distributing their 
followers in straggling parties throughout the 
Island, instead of taking the field in a single Body.; 
They were at length hunted down ; and so 
bloody was the revenge of the Venetians, ^^* 
that neither sex nor age was spared, if con- 

* Senilia^ It. 2. Mr. Bogen, foUowing almost the Tery letter 
pf Petrarch's Darrative, has transferred it, with no common happi. 
ness, into very elegant verse, iltalp. Si. Market Place,) It is need, 
less to cite the passage at length flrom a Poem which is in every, 
liody's memory* 
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by ibm unhappy xunae of Calenge. 
^ Cmdia,'^ says one of the ProwediifarU in his Be<* 
port to tba Gevmuiiimt which employed him, ^ ia 
yeuFB for ever ; anolher reliellion ie impossible ; 
tenibije esmplee haflre swept away Ihe ii]igieadei»4 
the* fortresses which gave tiiem asyloniSy tbe 
oties of Ladtha and AumpdiB, every buiidiag 
which mlgiil afiford a stroogholdy has been raaed 
to the gvouad. The inhabiteiits have beea trans* 
wMFtedi to othes districts ; tiie Buwrovgiding neighn* 
Doufhood hasbeeiL converted into a desert ; and» 
hesneetovmrngd^ no mie, en pain ctf dsath, will, bo 
permitted tocttltiyatev or eTesr to appoach it' 
When Ai»aEi. Gomvaacni was named to. thet 

Dogeship, and was about to conmience a 
^^ reign more nwmorable than any other inthe 

Aimab oi Venice, it was not without mani- 
fest reluctance' that h& submitted to die choice oi 
the Electony So sincemly, indeed^ did he wish ta 
escape the fettsrs-of nominal sovereignty, tiiat ho 
withdrew to* Fadua.; nov did he*, return !<» inTe»> 
tituve, tiU tiie:SraLate thseatened eoniscation axidi 
olber pooishments^ of lebdJioB) ifhe should eon*- 
tittne cUsobedieat to theiv wishes. The Correttori 
had already passed aXiuw during the intevreganm^ 
by wUek sneh a nfasal was imbidden, without 
tlie psevious assent of the Counsslkrs of the Doge« 
elect, and, even if this were obtained, it wasiafi^* 
waads necessary that their decisioD should be a^ 
proved by two-thirds of ^e Grand CounciL Con^ 
tadni, unable to oppose these statutes,, wa» at 
length compelled to exchange the honourable re* 
pose of private ]l£b for die splendid slavery of the 
Venetian throne. It is said that his reUictaac& 
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xrafle' in gf<Mit raeiitiBQ'froiiv tks" lewswJbffBisee of 
s predkttOR which had been made^ to hkn, wsme 
jeavs before, by a Pervno m- l^fria^ iii which h» 
was foi ^w agu e d that hearvy cadamides woidd bo* 
ftlU hb Coimtvy, if ^pev he aeeeplect hev Sove*^ 
feignty. But tbace io MtHe occasion lo invenir 
snpenuKfeuxal eausefi' Ibr eonihiei; whkh nay bo 
feadiiyexplalBedo»wryobvio«»iiaeti¥es« Fresh 
lestradnts' had besai vmmiI^ impofled vpon the 
Doge; and t&e jie t ly v^ulatieiis temed for ]h» 
homsekcdd, and for the controP even of his pep* 
sonal habits^ must, in themselves, have sufficed to 
iev<dl a geneeooB t^rit As> if Ihe Semite dlstlfusted 
the honesty of tfa^ Soverragn xn money transao 
tions, the Atw»gm^^i wew-instruetod to watekthafc 
ike BiHs of tiie Duei^ EstabMirfoBimt wne d&K 
c^airged montMy ; asid, if them should beany anear 
life tiiem, they wepe to^ keep baek- ftom. tlhe Ris^vo^ 
Bue enough §bfs iMf payment. No^ vepur could 
be undertakm in ^ko !Maee a# tibe^ poblic oost, 
irithout ^te consent o^ two«><iiiids of the Grand 
Couni^, and a soroptoafy xegulttlioif fixed ^bo 
msat aHotted for the entevtainment of staungersoi 
note cm a scate o^ very meaft economy. Neither 
^e DogB nor any of Ms- fttfnMy was pennitted to 
leceiye any present, cnr to> hold asaj fief^ estate, or 
SBBEMivable pn^perty wvthout the narrow Mmsts of 
the Dogado ^, and those wBo already possessed 
Meh, were conpeled to sell it. Lastly, — it io 
vh^ f^iaflne> and astonishment that we write it,-*- 
an especial' provinon wan nndle, that the Doge 

* The DQgado comiuriged no more than the city of Venice, the 
Tales of KalBmocco, Chiocza and Btondolo,. and tiie narrow slip 
«f oowt batirani th* Bmi1^«»tliv Adigc and flto HiiMiit* 
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should furnish himself with iiot less than orie rohe 
of cloth of gold, within six months after his £lec^ 
tion. The prying insolence of this tyranny over 
the individual, was Mt, perhaps, more acutely than 
even the additional political bondage by which it 
was thought fitting to diminish his shadow oC 
authority, when it was enacted that, in the Councils, 
the opinion of the Doge must always coincide 
with that of the Awogadori; because, by the 
very nature of their posts, those Officers, it was 
said, were bound to vote for the interests of tha 
Republic. 

The new reign was early involved in trouble.. 
Francesco da Carrara had never forgiven an 
invasion of his territory, which, during the 
late Hungarian war, he had provoked by faiths 
lessness and ingratitude. By continued petty 
encroachments on the frontiers of the Repub* 

lie, he roused angry remonstrances ; and, 
^'m, ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ me£ation of the King of 

Hungary, he would have been again: 
involved in war. A Truce for two years was 
i^oncluded, and this period was. treacherously 
employed by Carrara in establishing a secret in* 
fluence in the very heart of the Venetian Coun* 
cils. Through the artifices of Bartolomeo, a 
Idonk of St.. Jerome, he won over to his views. 
4ome of the highest Officers of the Government ; 
9Xkd two Presidents of the XL., an AwogadorCj 
and a Privy Councillor of the Doge, basely sold 
themselves to betray the secrets of their Country. 
His partial success encouraged Carrara in designs 
of yet blacker character ; and, although it is not 
possible to speak with accuracy of the extent of the 
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Conspiracy which he organized, there can he little 
douht that the lives of the chief Venetian Nohles 
were, in the first instance, to he sacrificed. For 
this purpose, troops of Bravos, wretches too weH 
known in Italian History, were introduced, froiti 
time to time, into the City. They were chiefly 
distributed in the Quarter adjoining St. Mark's; 
and their meetings were held in an obscure house, 
kept by a woman named Gobba, whose son was 
employed in making the assassins familiarly ac4» 
quainted with the persons of their intended vie* 
tims. The vigilance of the Council of X. detected 
this atrocious union. The woman Gobba claimed 
merit for revelations which she was unable to 
avoid, and her life was spared on the condition of 
ten years' imprisonment. Her son and some 
Venetians of mean condition were hanged. The 
minor Conspirators, after confession had been 
wrung from them by torture, were dragged through 
the streets and torn asunder by wild horses. The 
Monk Bartolomeo and two of the Nobles whom 
he had seduced were condemned to secret exe* 
cution in their dungeons ; and the milder sentence 
of the two other Patricians, who were less guilty, 
or more powerful, was a year's imprisonment and 
perpetual exclusion from the Councils. A crime 
of yet more heinous nature than that of limited 
assassination, was charged upon Carrara and his 
agents. It was said that he intended to poison 
the reservoirs from which Venice derives her 
supplies of water; and thus to involve the whole 
City in destruction at a single blow. Whatever 
might be the foundation for Uiis report, it was well 
calculated to sustain popular hatred against Car* 
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ssn ; awl itke Sigwny eiBDnrftgoA iim h^&d by 
fkcbig neaHiu dB «wr the ^dbic Qiitcaw. Hks 
«|ien pmBsfament of the dwef ^Aiidbr iiunnlf 
fifaif, at the juanwnt, bfi^mift^ke .pcHrer «f Ve&ioe^; 
knt tkoK k too mnehvewon to MitfvetkatslB 
^d not wraple to retaut Ids ovirn iwBapoos of taa^ 
dioy. EisaBoeBCo da OaBmaliftd unmy «neuier; 
jmd Among ^hem, few moze inttaar iSkuok bn b r uihttr 
.Maisiiio. The latter *¥»& amted to Venkse; a»t 
« fi^e cgdenAof cbaxity ib teqpihred if we wimld bB»> 
•lieire that the SigncHj twas nnaoqaainted witii a 
^design which be iheiEe imBOBQeaifiilfy meditatdl 
aigamst die lt& «£ Sianoeaco. 

But the year was not pormitted iko dose witfaoot 
am invasHm of the Padaaa texxitoneg^ idirae liie 
£fiig of Hungaiy snccomod Mft a%, and fbrtone 
at first fsai^ i^on bus anaB. The ¥enetiaiffi 

vedoobled ^eir ^orts, ^touted the vsoiifB- 
^m. ^^>^^ ^^ * seeond battle, «id Ixwk <thar 

Oeaend pneoner. The Hmgarians lo- 
tiealed, a&d tiidr desertbiB oempeUed the Losd 
ioi Padua to aoe^ tosms wiibh the Tietors laa- 
|ioBed upon bim, and which sufficiently 'evinoMl 
.that thdor resentaent was imdhninished. The 
iboiindaiy4me of the two Stipes m«& 4o be a^bpsted 
by a Conmiission framed «ittrdy of Venetiani. 
^Canwra was :te pay, by insftalments, ddO.OOO ducats 
*o the pid»lic cofi^s, aad MD dvcats annually :ta 
itbe Treasury of St Mask; he wasrlo demoti^ all 
diis forts, io smsender certain towns as hostages, 
to permit an entiicily 'fiee tmde to Venetim me^ 
^diants within has toaritoaies, to draw his whole 
{Supply of salt ir&m tiie wodBs of Ohioma, and hist, 
and most galling of all, in hk own person (alAsai 
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td has fion, to fsoSa «a oath aS fictelity, and to 
aolicit pardon, on fak teees*, ^om tlie 'B^ubiie. 
Thk hunHlisiling conditioa was iulfidled, as ma^ 
^ suppose, by Ms ge pcBOi i Ut iye ; Jind dbe «d of 
Potrsrch wag lequned for the compositioii -and 
4iie delivery of a «poeeh vAiidk k was :&ougfat no- 
cessary should aocompany ^ae coremony. On the 
first day on which on^audioice was granted for the 
^mrpose, the Poet's memory failed him:; and, un^ 
vble to recollect that which iie had WTitton,hewas 
obliged to request another sitting of the Council 
€or his rec^tion. It was gnmted ou the following 
(morning, and his speech was ih^euBSRshapplauded, 
Imt it has never been printed. 

Littie sagacity is needed to dotenmne that a 
Peace so unequal, oorried m^lts bosom dieaeeds 
mi eaarly war. The depression of Yenioe beoame 
necessary to Carrara, not less for the restomtion 
«f his dhninished power, than for ite satisfaction 
of his injured pride : and no aotifioe was wanting, 
no intrigue was spared, to excite and to combine 
Itn overwhelming League which should secure his 
revenge. He first sucoeededin instigating 
the Duke of Austria once again to renew ^^^* 
iiostilities ; but this dispi;^ was speedily 
adjusted by the «urrend^ of the towns to which 
l^eopold asserted a claim ; for the Signory alieady 
€escried the far mere heavy ttempest which was 
gathering in the horizon, and hasteiaed to free 
&emselves ham an enemy whom it was still in 
their power to conciliate. 

On this occasion they received good service 

* Ostaro, Ut^Padomma, tqntd Maratori, xvii. 106. 
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from the Count di Collalto, one of the most pow* 
erful Lords of the Trevisano. He warned thenoi 
of the preparations of Leopold, of which they 
were wholly unsuspicious ; and his fidelity was the 
more remarkable, because, on a former occasion^ 
he had appeared in arms against the Republic 
When Louis of Hungary unsuccessfully besieged 
Treviso, Collalto had served under him with great 
distinction, and it is to the sagacity of that Prince 
that the Count's subsequent line of Politics may 
be referred. ' I have an esteem for you, Collalto/ 
said the King one day to him after his retreat to 
Buda, ' remember the advice which I am going to 
offer. Never be guilty of the folly of quarrelling 
with neighbours who are more powerful than 
yourself, under the hope of being assisted by a 
distant ally. It is quite as dangerous as having 
your house on fire while water is out of reach.' 
The Count perceived the wisdom of the aphorism, 
and, from that hour, attached himself firmly to 
Venice. 

A petty war which occupied part of the years 
1376 and 1377, would not deserve mention here^ 
but that it is remarkable for the first use of 
cannon in Italy. They were employed by thfe 
Venetians in an attack upon Guero; and the 
Chronicler of Treviso has described them with 
no small tokens of astonishment * These,' says 
Redusio, ' are huge, iron weapons, bored through- 
out their whole length, and having large mouths. 
Within them is placed a round stone, upon a 
powder composed of sulphur, charcoal, and salt- 
petre. This powder is ignited at a hole, and the 
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Btone is discharged with such violence, that no 
wall can resist it You would believe that God 
was thundering/ 

While the resentment cherished by Carrara was 
seeking instruments for its gratification in Italy; 
a dispute in a far distant quarter was preparing for 
him a more powerful ally than he had as yet con- 
templated. It awakened a fourth struggle between 
Venice and Genoa, more bloody than any in 
which they had been engaged heretofore, and, in 
its course, leading each Republic to the extreme 
verge of destruction. In order to obtain a clear 
view of the origin of this War, we must briefly 
revert to some earlier transactions ; premising that 
the Genoese, after three years' experience of the 
Government of Visconti, had expelled his Lieute* 
nant, and, by another revolution, in 1356, had again 
established their former Ducal administration. 

The increasing power of the Turks was already 
beginning to menace that conquest of the Greek 
Empire which, ere the lapse of many years, was 
to be entirely effected ; and, in 1369, the Palseo- 
iogus (Calojohannes V.) who held its uncertain 
sceptre, traversed Europe to solicit aid against 
the Infidels by whom he was beset. Urban V. 
accepted with distinguished favour the renuncia- 
tion of the errors of the Eastern Church which 
this weak Prince offered at his feet. The Holy 
Father was prodigal of Bulls ; and when the 
Emperor held the bridle of his mule, he furnished 
him with letters missive to every Power in Chris- 
tendom. But the season of Crusades was past ; 
from each Court which Calojohannes visited, he 
encountered cold refusals ; and, at Venice, to 

VOL. I. u 
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'which he had always ^>wii espeeial favois, he 
did little more than raise, with difficulty:, a suffi*- 
cient loan to defray the expenses of hk hranewazd 
Toyage. At the mosnent of his entbaikation, a 
question arose about sureties : the Emperov had 
not any to offer, and it was intio^ed to him by 
the Signory, that wi^oot these, or the repay- 
tnent of Im debt, he coidd not be permitted to 
depart. The degraded Prince applied to his eUest 
son, Andronieus, to reheve him from thb shamefbi 
embarrassment, but he was refused ; and, unless 
he had been assisted by the filial piety of hk 
younger son, Manuel, he must hare been detained 
by his creditors. Hopeless, of aid from the Chris»- 
tian Sovereigns, the imhappy Monarch, on his 
return to Constantinople, became the tribi£fcary and 
tlie vassal of the I"^ Amunnth, and, stmk in vokqfk- 
tuousness, he endeavoured to foi^t his dishonour. 
He was aroused from this slimiber by a dangerous 
conspiracy. At Adxianople, which, wrested Irom 
his crown, had beeome the Capital of the 0th- 
mans, Andronicus had formed an intimate con- 
nexion with Sauzes, the son of Amurath. Both 
of these young Princes regarded with like impa- 
tience the barrier interposed between themselves 
and the throne, of which they coveted immediate 
possession ; and, in the death of thm fathers, they 
saw the surest step to power. The consjaracy was 
discovered and suppressed by Amoarath, who, 
having deprived his own son of sight, or, accord- 
ing to other authorities, having beheaded him *, 

• Caresinow the contlnaator of Andrea Dandolo'a Chronicle, (ap, 
Muratori, xll, 443) represents Amurath as adopting the milder 
punishment) and he is followed by Gibbon and Dam* Phraua 
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dismkHwd Aodzomeus kt thtaaa, to hist firtiber, witk 
a warning that he should eBtimate tise fidelity of 
the Gfedk £mpeior aeccnrdixig to the measure of 
the puDishiBent which he inflicted. CalojohanneB> 
BO less cruel than coiwardlyy enceeded the Barfoa* 
lian in severity, and (Hrdered thehlinding, not only 
of Andronicus, but also ot hia sosi, a child of five 
yean old. Tho executioners, firmn mercy or 
incapacity, peifoimed their hmid task but in^ 
efiectualiy ; and the boiling vinegar which they 
Implied, destroyed ao^j one eye in Andtoaieus, 
and left his son with a dktearted and imperfect 
vision in both. During two years' imgfnrisonment, 
Ibe captive Prince intrigued with the Genoese of 
Pera, whom the reigning Emperor had never fa* 
voured. By thek assistanee, an escape was 
planned and executed: the persons of Calojo* 
kannes and his other sons were secured; and the 
conflicting parties, exchanging fortunes, were 
transferred, tne one from his Palace to &e dun- 
gecm recently occupied by his son ; the other, from 
that dungecm to Iim father's throne. The 
price stipulated by the Genoese for this ^- ^• 
service, waathe cession of Tenedos, an 
island important to their commerce^ as it com- 
manded the mouth of the Dardanelles. But the na- 
tives, as well aa the Governor of that island, were 
attached to the dethroned Emperor ; and, refiising 
to acknowledge the usurpers, they closed th^r 
ports against the galleys despatched by the Ge- 
noese to take possession. This intended change 
of masters in Tenedos, and the entire ctMotrol 

(i. 16) asserts tbe reverse. We fear the Byzantine is most likely 
to be correct of tbe two, and so be bas been beld^by Sismondl. 

u 2 
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which Genoa now exercised over the throne of 
Constantinople, were matters of high import to 
Venice ; but the hostile measures which, there can 
be little doubt, she would, sooner or later, have 
adopted, in order to dispute the virtual mastery of 
the East, were much accelerated by the romantic 
daring of an individual citizen. 

Few families existed in iheLagune more an* 
cient or more illustrious than that of Zeno. Carlo, 
destined so much to increase the celebrity of his 
House, was the son of Pietro Zeno, who, among 
other public charges, had held the Government (S* 
Padua, and of Agnes, sprung from the equally 
noble stock of Dandolo. The patronage of Cle- 
ment YL had decided the course of life in which 
the younff Zeno was to be engaged; and that 
Pontiff, after charging himself with his education, 
when he had been left an orphan, in early years, by 
the death of his father in an expedition against 
Smyrna, bestowed upon him a rich benefice at 
Patras. The long series of hazards to which 
Carlo Zeno was exposed, commenced even with 
his youth. During his preparatory studies at 
Padua, he was attacked by a robber, plundered, 
and left for dead ; and his pursuits, on his reco- 
very, appear to have been but little adapted to the 
grave habits of a future Ecclesiastic. Stripped of 
all that he possessed at the gaming-table, he con- 
verted his books into money, abandoned the Uni- 
versity, and, joming some of the roving bands 
which at that time formed the Italian armies, he 
served with them during the next five years. His 
reappearance at Venice surprised his friends, who 
believed him to be long bince dead ; nor is it 
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likely that their astonii^inent was decreased when 
they found that the CondoUiere had returned in 
order to take possession of his benefice. On his 
arrival at Patras, however, it was in his Military 
rather than his Ecclesiastical character that he was 
to be first distinguished ; for, the town being at- 
tacked by the Turks, Zeno placed himself at the 
head of the garrison, conducted them to a sortie, 
repulsed the besiegers, and was carried from the 
ditch so grievously wounded, that he would have 
been buried, but for an opportune show of faint 
signs of life, while his comrades were preparing 
for his interment. Evien when his scars were 
healed, it was not in the fates that he should 
become a Canon ; for a duel postponed his ordi* 
nation, and, soon afterwards, he interposed a yet 
farther barrier to a spiritual life by marrying a 
beautiful Greek. He then engaged in the service 
of the King of Cyprus, by whom he was em* 
ployed in numerous missions of importance, 
which extended his travels into France, Germany, 
and England. On the death of his first wife, he 
married a daughter of the noble House of Jus- 
tiniani ; and, employing himself in commerce, he 
made frequent voyages to the Levant and Black 
Sea. At the moment of which we are now speak- 
ing, he was engaged on some private affairs in 
Constantinople. 

The turbulent youth and wOd adventures, the 
careless demeanour and undaunted bravery of 
Carlo Zeno, had acquired for him great notoriety, 
and seemed to point him out as a fitting agent in 
any desperate enterprise. Between the dethroned 
Emperor and the wife of his gaoler a tender bond 
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had «t one time enefted ; and the remembrance, 
perhaps the renewal of her former fevour easSy 
gamed this woman to the interests of the captivo. 
Oalojohannes was wdl acquainted with Zeno, from 
his frequent ^sits to Constantinople, and he now 
employed his mistress to open a communication 
with his former friend. little dse than the mere 
peril of the attempt was needed to excite Zeno to 
undertake it ; and he ardently coveted the glory 
of avenging an injured parent upon an unnatural 
child, c^ restoring an imprisoned Emperor to Ins 
throne^ and, at die same time, of rendering an 
important service to his own Country. Eight 
hundred resolute men were secietiy prepared to 
obey his summons ; and, with this petty band, he 
doubted not to surprise, to ov^awe, and to guide 
the timid, luxurious, and fickle population of Con- 
staxitinople. 

- The tower of Amena, in which Calojohannes was 
confined, overlooked the sea ; and a boat and a 
rope-ladder, one night, conveyed Zeno to the 
chamber of the Hlustrknis prisoner* But when 
he urged the imprisoned Emperor to descend, 
overcome either by fear, or, as he pleaded, by 
parental affection^ Calo^hannes reused to leave 
behind hkn two sons who shared his captivity in 
other cells, and whoee lives, on the discovery of 
his escape, would probably be sacrificed to the 
vengeance of their savage brollier. * These tears 
and reflections,' answered Zeno, ' are now too 
late : I quit you, and you must choose your own 
course without the loss of a moment ; but, if yoa 
do not follow, count no more <m my assistance/ 
His entreats were unavailing ; and, hastily letting 
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ymself down again from the window, he reached 
his comrades in sufficient time to disband them 
without discoTerf. 

The Emperor continued to languish in confine* 
ment till impatience triumf^ed over his fears. He 
lenewed his intercourse with Carlo Zeno ; and, 
in order yet further to sdmnlate a fresh attempt, 
he transmitted to him an offidal mnt of the 
Sovereignty of Tenedos in favour of Venice, bear- 
ing the impress of the Imperial signature. Zeno, 
overjoyed at this unlooked-for bounty of fortune, 
returned a prompt acceptance of the undertaking. 
His answer was intrusted to the former mes- 
senger, and, unhappily, being lost by her on its 
Koad, fell into the hands of Andronicus, who ob- 
tained further confessions from the miserable 
woman by torture. Zeno, more fortunate, received 
tknely forewarning of the discovery of his plot ; 
and, throwing himself into a boat, gained a 
Venetian squadron then convoying some mer- 
chantmen through the Propontis, under the com- 
mand of his father-in-law, JustinianL 
^ If the Admiral was 8ur|Nrised at the hurried 
apparition of Zeno, how much more so was he 
on hearing the cause of his flight, and on reading 
the important document which he bore with him. 
Its vahdity, as granted by a prisoner, was of little 
moment, provided obedience could be secured to 
it in TeiKKios ; and the well-known disposition of 
the Governor rendered sudi an event highly pro- 
bable. Zeno and Justiniani set sail.with ten galleys 
to that Island, were received with open arms, and 
raised the banner of St. Mark on its shores. 

There had not been time, even if Justiniani and 
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his son- in-law had been so inclined, to commu* 
nicate their intentions to the Senate ; and4he deed 
having been now done on their own responsibility, 
it remained to secure the ratification of it from 
their Government. For that purpose, leaving a 
strong garrison behind them, they proceeded to 
Venice, and, by representing that the grant must 
be considered binding, because conferred by him 
who was the legitimate Emperor ; that such an ag» 
gression was not wanting to excite the enmity of 
Andronicus, who had always shown hostile di8<> 
positions ; and that, even if it did so, his weakness 
rendered him an inconsiderable foe ; above all, by 
displaying the vast commercial importance of 
Tenedos, and that if it did not belong to Venicev 
it would assuredly fall into the hands of Grenoa, 
they cahned the fears and roused the ambition of 
the Council, which at first bad viewed the trans* 
action with dismay. Persuaded, however, by the 
arguments now offered to them, they despatched 
reinforcements to the garrison of Tenedos, and 
gave the command of them, as he richly merited,, 
to Carlo Zeno himself. Antonio Veniero cm- 
barked with him as a colleague. 

The consequences which had been foreseen by 
the Venetian Government were, in part, realized^ 
Andronicus viewed this seizure of a dependency 
of the Empire with heavy indignation ; and the 
Genoese, mortified both by their own loss and by 
the better fortune of their rival, eagerly stimulated 
him to revenge. All Venetians within the Im- 
perial territories were arrested, and their property 
sequestered. The Genoese provided two and 
twenty galleys, and the Emperor embarked an 
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army, assumed its command in person, and 
set sail for Tenedos in November 1377. a. d. 
Veniero undertook the defence of the cita- **'7- 
del, and the outworks were intrusted to Zeno, 
with three hundred infantry and a few companies 
of archers. In two attacks, on two succeeding 
days^ in each of which he was wounded— on the 
latter thrice, and severely*-Zeno repulsed the 
Greeks with great camaffe; for the fury of his 
soldiers was roused to me uttermost when they 
beheld their General fall senseless and exhausted 
from loss of blood. Andronicus, perceiving that 
his efforts were vain, hastened back to Constanti- 
nople, leaving to the Venetians the right of con- 
quest in addition to that of cession. His return 
was marked with yet greater misfortune. Calo- 
johannes, by the aid of some Venetians who 
bribed his guards, escaped from prison ; and, 
taking refuge at the Court of Amurath, secured 
his aid by the surrender of Philadelphia, the sole 
city remaining to the Emperor without the Bos* 
phorus. Andronicus, unable to resist the demands 
of the powerful Sultan, restored the throne to his 
Father, who immediately rewarded Manuel, his 
second and more faithful son, by calling him to 
a participation of the Imperial authority. 

Another cause of irritation between Genoa and 
Venice, had arisen in a different quarter of the 
East. On the assassination of Pietro Lusig- 
nano by his brothers, the throne of Cyprus ^i^l 
had passed to his son, another Pietro. It 
was customary that the Kings of Cyprus should 
be crowned twice — once at Nicosia as Sovereigns 
of the Island, and again at Famagosta, the port 
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from wliicii the CruBaders had embaxiBed, under 
their empty title of Kings of Jeni^enu During 
the latter celebration, a dispute concerning pre* 
oedence occurred between the Goooese and Vene* 
tian Con&ulB ; and the anger of the former vras 
inflamed by the decision of the Cypriote au&ori«» 
ties in fsvour of their rivals. The contest was 
renewed at the Royal Banquet which succeeded ; 
and tbat solemnity was converted into another 
Feast of the Centaurs and the Laplthse, by the fury 
of the opponents. The Genoese, not content wimi 
launching the masuve goblets which decorated 
the boapd at di^ Jidrersaries, had recourse to 
daggers, which they wore concealed beneath thdr 
cloaks. This panoof of aforethought vk^ence was 
considered by the Cypriotes not only as & breach 
of the respect due to die hospitality of the Palace^ 
but also as intimatmg a design upon the Royal 
person. Without further investigation, the offen- 
ders were put to death by summary process ; and 
the Cypriote population, fired by the belief of 
treason against their Prince, rose in a body 
throughout the island, pillaged the Genoese, and 
so bloodily pursued them, that but one mutilated 
individual escaped whh h£e to convey the heavy 
tidings of tMs massacre to his countrymen. 

' The Genoese, indicant at lihis violence, speedily 
despatched an armament to revenge it, 

ts7di ^^ Damiano Cataui took possession of 
Nicosia and Paphos in the summer of 
1373. Forty thousand men were embarked sooa 
after, under the brother of the Doge, for the ai^;e 
of Famagosta. That city resisted but seven days* 
when, by its suzrender, the King, his Uncles, and 
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ill tibe chief autlioiities £ell into tlie power of the 
niTad^rs, and tbe submlBaioii of tlie whtAe Island 
rafodly followed. The conqiiercHS are described, 
according as tbe writef s of ike times amonsed their 
cause, or liiat of Venice, to have exhibited very 
unuraal moderaidon, or to have home themselves 
with great harshness. If the outrage which they 
had endured be called to mind, it k probable that 
liie first of these representations is most correct : 
for only three lives were sacrificed 4m the scaffold 
in retaliation for the popular massacre ; and though 
hostages and a tribute weie demanded, Lusignano 
was still allowed to retain the Kingdom winch he 
had justly forfeited. 

Yet, even if the treatment were really lenient, 
enough cause of offence remained to the Cypriotes ; 
and it can be no matter of surprise that Lusignano 
gladly learned the dispute concerning Tenedos, 
and hastened to propose a secret alliance with the 
Venetians against Genoa. Two Princes of Italy 
were induced to form a like engs^ement; the 
Marquis di Carr^to occupied Castel-Franco, Noli, 
and Albenga ; and Viscouti, the Lord of Milan, 
whose daughter had been marri^ to Lusignano, 
consented to employ the one hundred thousand 
florins destined for her portion, in an mvasion of 
Liguria. Slight as l^eee aids might be, Venice 
rejoiced in £dr acquisition ; for never had she 
greater need of friends. The Genoese attributed 
to her agency &e troubles which distracted them 
inGi«eece, in Cyprus, and nearer home; andlVan- 
cesco da Carrara had long restlessly coveted 
revenge. Patties thus disposed were easily asso- 
ciated ; and the crafty and active spirit of Carrara 
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succeeded in negotiations with other Princes 
scarcely less jealous than himself of the wealth, the 
power, or the pride of Venice. With the Genoese 
and the Lord of Padua, were united the King of 
Hungary ; the Patriarch of Aquileia, who possessed 
Friuli ; ^e brothers de la Scala, Lords of Verona ; 
the City of Ancona^ the Duke of Austria, and the 
Queen of Naples. Such was the formidable 
League encountered by Venice in the momentous 
contest which we are about to relate ; and against 
so numerous and powerful enemies did she em- 
bark, almost single-handed, in the memorable 
War op Chiozza. 




A Merchant A Nobleman at home. See p. 273. 
Faom Titian. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

FBOH A.D. 187B TO A.D. U«. 
TBB WAR e^ CHIOZZA. 



DOGB. 
AntmsA CoNTABim,. 



The Military EvenCs by which the War of Chiozza 
opened were of littl^ importance. Carrara, driven 
frpm his first line of operations in the Trevisano, 
br^the valdur and actjjh^ify of Carlo Zeno, at- 
temjpted a diversion by laying- siege to Mestre^ 
fr^ which also he was repuls^. On the 
«eas, the first struggle ^f the rival nations, 
a^ the renewal of hostilities, took place near 
the tnouth of the Tiber; aI]d^a bloody sa- 
cifSbe was offered to For^e under the ^^ 
Y^rjf ruins of her Temple at Antium. The May. 
squadron commanded by Victor Pisani 
counted no more than foHXteen galleys. The 
Genoese, under Luigi Fiesco, were yet fewer in 
number ; but their ten ships were either unable or 
unwilling to decline battle. It was not that the 
naval forces of the two Republics had been dimi- 
nished since their former wars ; but> hostilities had 
I been so recently declared, that time was wanting 
j to collect sailors, or to transfer them from mer- 
j chant-vessels to syps of war; and they burned 
! with impatience for contest ere yet fully provided 
I with its means. On this occasion, as in the battle 
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of the Bosphorus, the fleets encountered during a 
storm ; and the fiiry of the waves deprived the 
Venetians of their numerical advantage, by permit- 
ting only nine ships to engage on each side. The 
result was unfavourable to the Genoese ; one of 
their galleys was dashed to pieces on the rocky 
shore ; five surrendered to &e enemy ; and the 
remainder were preserved only by the violence of 
the tempest, which forbcKle pursuit. Even of the 
prizes, one only could be saved, and the Venetians 
were compelled to fire the others ; but eight hun- 
dred prisoners, among whom were Fiesco himself 
aiid eighteen Nobles, remained in their bands. The 
fickle Genoese punished their Civil Magistrate for 
a disaster which might have been more justly attri- 
buted to the fortune of war; and a fresh Revolu- 
tion compelled the abdicatbn of the Doge. 

The three galleys which escsvped, (Greeted their 
course, not to Genoa, but to the Adriatic ; seady 
there, forming a junction with a much larger force, 
under Luciano Doria, the Genoese, even after their 
defeat, insulted the Venetian Capital ; and with a 
squadron, now amounting to twenty-two ships, in- 
tercepted the tra^s w£ch approached the Giilf^ 
pillaged and burned Grado and Caorlo, and found 
Bupi^ies and sure anchorage in the Port of Zara. 
Meantime Pisani, recalled to the Adriatic, coasted 
Dahnatia, possessed himself of Cattaro, Sebenigo, 
and Arbo ; and, after two attacks, reluctai^ly 
abandoned all hope of subduing Trau. The 
winter, contrary to his judgment, was passed in 
the roads of Pola ; fov, though his squadron needed 
refitting, the Senate considered Istria too important 
to be left defenceless. Pola a^rded few of those 
materials which were necessary for his re-equip- 
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ment ; and, yet move imbip|)3y, diseaae l»egaB to 
afaow itself aiBOBg^ his crew* Its laTages 
w^e frightful ; amd, as SpiXDg retiii&ed^ of ^-^^ 
the thirty gaileys which he eoamK^mdedy o&ly 
BIX e<»ild benumnedfor sewke. These, however, 
and eleven more whick had been despatched from 
home, put to sea Ibar the protection of some ApuMan 
convoys. With his si^piadron heavily. ia^zed by a 
storm, the loss of two ships captured after having 
been driven into Anccma,. and a severe wound re- 
ceived in a skimnsh off Zara, he returned to his 
former station, weakened and diseouraged. 

It was not till the close of May, that Luciano 
Dozia was prepared to act on the offensive^ and he 
th^i appeared off Pola w^ tw^ty-two galleys. 
Pisani's force now amounted to twenty-four; of 
these, however, few had their cconplement of men ; 
and he remained steadily at anchor, determined to 
reibse the challenge. But his c^&cen were impa- 
tient of tfadbr long confinement in a distant port ; 
they looked to battle as affibcding them the surest 
chance of returning home ; the ProwedUori joined 
in this rash elamom' ; and Fisani, accused of pusO- 
hmimous backwardness to combat, and unable any 
kmger to resist their importunity, embarked such 
ftf tie inhahitants as he could prevail upon to serve, 
and gave the signal for attack. No more than 
twenty of his galleys could be manned ; and, with 
these, he bore down so furiously, that, in the first 
onset, Dorians own ship was taken, and himself 
killed, at the moment in which he raised his beaver 
to reconnoitre the positions of the two fleets. 
The Genoese, fired rather than dispirited by the 
loss of their Admiral, redoubled their efforts, imder 
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his brother Ambrosio, and two thousand Venetians 
fell in the short space of two hours. The enemy- 
still pressed upon Pisani till his line was broken, 
and all then became rout and confusion. Fifteen 
galleys, and one thousand nine hundred prisoners, 
of whom twenty-four were of noble blood, fell 
into the hands of the conquerors. The Chronicler 
of tills war, in relating the treatment of some of 
these prisoners, gives a fearful picture of the cruelty 
and barbarism of the times. Eight hundred were 
mercenaries ; and, on the arrival of the Genoese 
in Zara, these were all beheaded in cold bloodf. 
With the poor remains of his once gallant fleet, 
now reduced to seven vessels, Pisani took refuge 
in Parenzo ; and thence, obeying the summons of 
the Council, returned to Venice. It was enough 
for his suspicious masters that his former glory 
had gained tne People's love ; and the past triumphs, 
therefore, which might jusdy have counterpoised 
his present reverse, were added, by their jealousy, 
to the sinking scale. Pisani had never coveted 
popularity, but it was felt that he had deserved, and 
that he had obtained it ; and, in the narrow policy 
of the Venetian Government, great merit was con- 
sidered to be as dangerous to the security of the 
State as great ambition. If the voices of the Avvo^ 
gadori had prevailed, his punishment would have 
been death ; and the sentence was deemed lenient 
which condemned him to secret imprisonment and 
five years' exclusion from all public charges. 

It was plain that the next efforts of the Genoese 
would be directed against the Capital itself; fo^ 

* Fl. Biondius, Dec, ij. lib, 10. ad ann, 
t Chinazzo, apud Muratori, zt. 721. 
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Venice no longer possessed a fleet with which to 
dispute the entrance of her own sea ; and the sole, 
disposable force which remained to her, except one 
which had been despatched to a distant station 
under Carlo Zeno, consisted of the seven galleys 
which had escaped with Pisani. No time there- 
fore was to be lost in putting into such a state 
of defence as her crippled means permitted, the 
line of sea-bank which edged the Adriatic ; and 
that little knot of Islands which may be called 
her suburbs*. It will be remembered that the 
Gulph between the Piave and the Adige, which 
forms the Lagune^ is protected by a chain of 
long and narrow Islands, through which six chan- 
nels admit a passage into the great internal basin. 
Of these, the most Northern is the Porto di ire 
Porti, navigable only by the very smallest craft. 
The Island of San Erasmo intervenes between thia 
and a second opening, bearing the name of the 
Saint just mentioned. The Porto di San Nicolo 
del Lido, a third channel, which is now completely 
choaked, at the period of which we are treating, 
was the most important of all the inlets, and might 
be called especially the Port of Venice. Southward 
from this strait, the Island of Lido, and the long 
sandy Littorale oiMalamocco, extending for nearly 

** Perhaps Bellin, in his DaeripL Geog. du Oolfn de Venise, is thfr 
Lest guide to the modern Lagune. He is brief, but distinct. We 
know not on what authority Sismondi has made a different distri- 
bution of the Ports from that commonly adopted and given in the 
text. It must be confessed that the mediaeval topography of 
Chiosza and its neighbourhood presents a good deal of difficulty ; 
much of the face of this ever-shifting coast is changed since the 
XI Vth Century ; and many of the places named by the Chroniclers 
have ceased to exist, at least in the maps. 

VOL. I. X 
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two leagues, fonn an outwork in ftoni of the Capi* 
tal ; and are diBJoined horn the similar harrier of 
Pelestrina hy the Porto di McUamoceo, at present 
the deepest ehannoL At the southern e^Uaremity o^ 
Pelestrina, opens the Porto di Chiozza, taking its 
name from the town to which it leads. Imme- 
diately in frt>nt of this town, is pl^ed the Island of 
Brondolo ; forming, togedster with an opposite bank 
on the South, the sixSi and last channel, much 
impeded hy the deposits of the Brenta and the 
Adige. The direct communication between Venice 
and ChiozEa is established by a canal which tra- 
verses the whole length of the LctgmiA, in a course 
of about five-and^twenty miles. 

Before preparations could be made for their 
reception, the Genoese had collected a frarce of 
eight and forty galleys in the Port of Zara, six* 
teen of which crossed the Adriatic, and chased a 

merchant-vessel within sight of Venice. 
July 4. The Captain, finding escape hopeless, took 

to his boats and saved his crew; while 
three of the Genoese ships pillaged and fired their 
prize. None of their yet far greater sufferings 
during the following, calamitous portion of the 
war, appear to have affected the Venetians more 
painfully than this disgrace. The shore was 
thronged with Burghers from the neighbouring 
Capital, indignant, but impotent spectators of this 
violation of their native borders. The hostile fleet 
coasted along Malamocco, burned the chief village 
on Pelestrina, and, anchoring off Chiozza, took 
possession of its £astem suburb ; which, separated 
from it by a bridge, was then known as the Lesser 
Chiozza. The garrison, having attempted a sortie. 
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was repulsed wi& much loss ; and tbe Genoese, 
eatisfied with their partiai success and the igno* 
miny inflicted upon their enemy, re-embarked and 
made sail for Ancona. Thence, after a few days* 
refreshment, they crossed once more to Zara; 
trailing, from the stems of their galleys, in token 
of contempt and defiance, the stsmdards captured 
in their victory over Pisani. If^ instead of amusing 
themselves by this empty shew of triumph, they 
had at once borne down upon Chiozza, so pro« 
found was the terror which they had impressed 
upon its inhabitants, so incompetent were its 
means of defence, there is little doubt but that it 
must have fallen an easy conquest 

Meantime, in Venice, recourse was had to 
iprayers and processions; nor were more active 
measures neglected. By dint of extraordinary 
exertion, the Arsenal equipped fifteen galleys, 
which were placed under the command of Taddeo 
Justin iani ; six only of these, however, became 
available for service. The regular mariners, for 
the most part, were absent with Zeno ; and so in- 
dignant were the populace at the undeserved im- 
prisonment of Pisani, that, notwithstanding the 
imminent peril of the City, volunteers could not 
be found to enrol their names in the levy. In the 
Port of Lido, works of extraordinary strength 
were thrown up for the protection of the Capital. 
On the opposite shores, at its entrance, were built 
two Forts ; the germs, perhaps, of the Castles 
which now defend it, rather than, as has been said, 
4hose Castles themselves ; for tiie short time al- 
lowed for preparation, appears to have forbidden 
^structures of so much solidity. The strait, on either 

X 2 
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hand, bristled with a mixed array both of ancient 
and modern artillery, the use of the former not 
having as yet been abandoned, owing to the still 
imperfect state of the latter ; and the catapult, the 
balista, and the perriere, were mounted by the side 
of rude and unwieldy cannon. Vast hulks (san» 
doni) were moored fore and aft below, so as to 
remain motionless during the flux and reflux of 
the tide. These were guarded by an iron cheval 
defrise, and connected by a massive, triple chain, 
which crossed the channel. Behind these chains, 
and grappled firmly to them and to each other, 
were ranged three of the large vessels known as 
cocche, completely armed, and protected from fire 
by a thick covering of hides. On these, and above 
the chains, were placed fascines, so as to form a 
platform capable of supporting yet other batteries 
and military engines. On the land, above Lido, 
by the Church of San Nicolo, a deep fosse was 
excavated, and surmounted by a palisade. A cor- 
don of sentinels and batteries was disposed along 
the aggere; and, at Malamocco, two decked ves- 
sels were placed across the channel, and a fort 
was built on the shore. Similar precautions were 
taken at Chiozza, whose garrison was strength- 
ened by a reinforcement of a thousand men. Every 
Citizen who could bear arms was summoned to 
actual service ; and, in order more effectually to 
obstruct the navigation of the Lagune, in case the 
enemy should burst the barriers wWch we have 
just described, and succeed in penetrating within, 
the piles which marked the deep channels and 
water-courses were carefully removed. 

The remainder of July was passed by Doria in 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ENTHUSIASM OF THE GENOESE. 309 

collecting his forces at Zara, before he proceeded 
to execute the commission received from his Go- 
vernment, to sack Venice, and to carry home with 
him as many of her Nobles as he could secure ; 
one reservation being made, that he should obtain 
the permission of Carrara. So anxiously indeed 
did the Genoese regard the continuance of their 
alliance with that Prince, that the Admiral was 
instructed to yield obedience to him to the utter- 
most pointy even if he should enjoin the death of 
every individual prisoner. Venice, if she had been 
taken, had little therefore to expect short of ex- 
termination * ! Never was fleet more gallantly 
j)rovided than that which Doria now commanded ; 
for, besides his forty-eight ships of war, he was 
accompanied by many hundred sail of lighter 
vessels, provision-ships, and transports. The most 
lively enthusiasm was kindled among his followers; 
and, as he reviewed them before orders for sailing 
were issued, he was received, while passing from 
ship to ship, with deafening shouts — * To Venice ! 
To Venice ! Viva San Giorgio J* 

Venice, however, for the present, was too 
strongly fortified to permit his approach ; and he 
resolved to begin his operations at Chiozza, off 
which Port he anchored on the 6th of August. 
Carrara had received notice of his design ; and, 
-anxious to effect a junction with his allies, he col- 
iected at Padua one hundred light barks, {Gaji- 

* Se egli lapigUava, la dooeue saeehegginre, e/arprigionl quanH 
gentUuomini poteveu e tutii majtdargH a Genova, moIvo, Me per lo 
Signore di Padova nan ci fosse fatto altra deHberaxione, at cui vo- 
iere ordinarono si dovesse obedire, se hen* havesse ordinate, chefot- 
sero tutti deeoHaH in mare.~Chinazso, 722. 
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taruolt) with which he intended to convey hia 
troops down the Flume Vecchio of the Brenta* 
Till he reached Castel Caro, his progress was un# 
impeded ; but there, the Venetians had sunk A 
large vessel, laden with 8tone» and ba]la»t, so aa 
eiTectually to choak the stream. With incredible 
labour, in the course of a sin^e night» Carrara 
dug a fresh channel, thirty paces wide and half a 
mile in length, into which he turned the obstructed 
waters : and, towing his barges round ^ sunken 
ship, he placed them at the ^sposal of Doria, two 
days after that Admiral had arrived at Chiozza, 
himself remaining on Terra Jinna to direct other 
military operations. The possession of Chiozza 
was of the uttermost importance to both the con<* 
tending parties, on accomvt of its proximity to 
Venice, of the large revenue derived from its Salt* 
works, and of its facility of communication witik 
Lombardy. It was the key of the Lagune ; an<i^ 
if its walls were once lost to its present masters, it 
seemed that but a single step remained between the 
invaders and Venice. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that it was hotly contested. 

The works framed for the defence of its Port 
were now attacked on both sides ; from the Adriatic 
by the Genoese, from the Lagune by the Paduans ; 
and their joint force amounted to 24,000 men. 
The town, like Venice, is, for the most part, sur- 
rounded by shallows and tide-creeks. Its distance 
from the entrance of its Port is about a mile ; and, 
before Chiozza itself could be invested, it was 
necessary that this approach should be gained. A 
day was sufficient for the attack and capture of 
the Sandone moored in its channel. This was 
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iimnediately bttmed^ and the hoetile Seet moved 
tip in front of the town. The period between the 
10^ and liie 16th waa asployed in murderous aa<^ 
saolts, in which little appears to have been gained 
except the capture of the Tete de Pont connectr 
ing the Isle of Brondolo with Chiozza. The 
bridge itself was contested on the morning of the 
16th; and, at first, to the advantage of the be- 
ueged. At the momei^ however, in which the 
assailants were giving way, a vessel charged with 
eombustibles was. driven against the piers. The 
Venetians, partly terrified by the cry which ra- 
pidly circulated that the bridge was m flames, and 
all retreat cut off-— partly stupified by the smoke 
which arose from the fire-ship, hastily withdrew 
within the walls, to which me enemy pursued 
closely, and ez^ved with them pUe-m^le. De* 
fence was no longer availing to the panic-stricken 
garrison ; and, wherever it was attempted, they 
were overpowered by superior numbers. Not less 
than 6000 Venetuuis perished during this short 
siege; and 3600 prisoners were taken afiter the 
storm. Doria obeyed the injunctions of his masters 
to the letter ; for when Carrara, thirstmg for ven- 
geance, offered to purchase two of the Noble pri- 
soners who had fallen into the hands of the Ge- 
noese, the price of blood was accepted, and they 
were instantly put to the sword. 

Though won chiefly by the Genoese, the town, 
according to the stipulations of their Treaty of 
alliance, was surrendered to Carrara. He hast- 
ened to survey his new conquest ; and the enthu- 
siasm with wluch he was received, is picturesquely 
described by the Chronicler. He was carried 
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along the lines on the shoulders of the soldiery, 
whose joy vented itself in exclamations which, at 
least to modem ears, savour of profaneness ; and 
he was hailed with loud shouts of ' Carro I Carrol 
Osanna * t Benedictus qui venit I ' 

Chiozza was stormed at sunset ; by midnight, 
its fall was known in Venice ; and the consterna- 
tion which this announcement excited was scarcely 
less than if the Capital itself had been lost. Groups 
of terrified women hurried through the streets, 
manifesting their fear and sorrow by shrill cries 
and vehement gestures. The men, who had been 
called to arms by a signal of alarm rung from the 
Bell-tower of St. Mark, were silent and dejected ; 
or, if they spake, it was in a few broken words 
which implied despair of their Country. The 
Churches were thronged by trembling crowds, who 
pressed to the Confessional ; and, after obtaining 
absolution, continued to implore participation in 
the Eucharist, as if it were the Viaticum for their 
last moments f. ■ Every instant, it was expected 
that the victorious enemy would pursue his suc- 
cess ; and that the banners of Carrara, now float* 
ing on Cliiozza, would surmount the Ducal Palace. 
If, indeed, the Genoese had listened to the counsel 
of the Lord of Padua, the event might probably 
have been fatal to Venice. Carrara urged his 
allies to profit by the impression of terror which 
they had doubtless created, and, without the pause 
of an hour, to cross the Lagune ; but Doria was 

* Chlnazzo, 727. The Armorial bearing of the Carrara family was 
tin Carro rosto; probably a carreau or quarrel. — See a Note in 
Syme'a Fortunes of Francesco da Carrara, from Gataro, p. xli. 
t P. Jastiniani, p. 150. 
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&r less ardent. He wished to establish himself 
securely in the conquest already won, before he 
risked further operations ; and he contended that 
Venice must fall, even without another blow. By 
sea she was blockaded, her supplies were inter- 
cepted, her few remaining galleys had no means 
of extrication, the neighbouring coasts were co- 
vered with her enemies, she was without allies, 
without stores, and all that was left to her were a 
few narrow strips of barren sand. Prudence, he 
said, forbade the encounter of even a slight ha- 
zard, in order to accelerate, by a few days, that 
triumph which must be theirs, ere long, spon- 
taneously. 

The cry of the populace in St. Mark's, during 
this interval, was raised for Peace, and they de- 
manded an immediate negotiation. The Doge 
Contarini seems to have preserved a firmness and 
presence of mind wanting to his fellow-citizens ; 
but, at the same time, he clearly perceived the 
fearful strait to which he was reduced, and he 
wisely resolved to attempt a pacific overture. Safe 
conduct was obtained for messengers, who bore 
a despatch, not couched in that haughty tone 
wherein, of old, the Republic was wont to dictate 
to her vassal; but exhibiting, in its style and super- 
scription, an acknowledgment that her superiority 
was at an end. Carrara was no longer addressed 
as simply Noble, but by the far more sounding and 
pompous title of Powerful and magnificerd Lord ; 
and the Doge, who hitherto, according to the usage 
of Sovereign Princes, had been accustomed to com- 
mence with his signature, now added it at the foot 
of his missive. But the apprehensions of the writer 
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were betrayed by h,t mare deeisive tokens thaw 
any trifiing alterations of foim. A blank sheet oi 
paper was presented to the Lord of Padcsi, who 
was besought to mscribe h with such terms as he 
tihought fitting; and to these, before they were 
seen, Contarini promised submission ; with the 
sde proviso that Venice should still remain an in- 
dependent State. Such a proposal was not to be 
rejected hastily, and Carrara hesitated, and pro* 
bably would have consented ; but Doria coveted ai 
fer deeper vengeance, and, fearful that the ancient 
m&l of his Country might elude his grasp, if the 
lK>ld were relaxed but for an instant, he anticipated 
the answer of his ally, and replied for both. The 
ambassadors, seeking to propitiate him, had brought 
wil^ them some Genoese prisoners, ransomless* 
^ Take back your captives,' were his word», as he 
refbsed tlie proffer. ^ Ere many hours, I shail de^ 
liver both them smd ati their comrades. By God 
above, ye Sfgnors of Venice, you must expect no 
Peace either from the Lord of Padtm or from o«ir 
Republic, till we oiarselves have bridled the Horses 
ef your St. Mark. Place but t^e reins once in oar 
hands, and we shafi know how to keep them quiet 
for the future * * 

This reply, forbidding every hope of accommo-* 
dation, was not the only evil tidings which the 
envoys brought with them on their return. All the 
poi^ on the continental borders of the Lagune 
had surrendered'; the garrison of Malamoeco, after 
destroying its wovks, had been compelled to fall 

* The whole of this speech is asRigned by Chinazzo, as we have 
given it, to Doria. Daru, contrary both to authorities and proba- 
fiilltietf, has divided li between the Genoese Admiral and Carrara. ' 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



PDI»trLAR AGITATIOir. 3lfl 

back on Lido ; so that part of the very island 
which defended the port of Venice was now in 
possession of the enemy. A single outpost, in the 
middle of the Salt-works (the Castdlo delle Sa* 
Hne), still mssntdned itself; and its honourable 
resistance was s!]^ported till the close of the war. 
With this excep^on, the territory of the Dogado 
was reduced to little more liian the space covered 
by the houses of 1^ Capital ; and so closely had 
the mvaders pressed even upon these, that the bett 
of the great Campanile was no longer employed to 

ra,l its customer notes, lest die operations which 
directed should be' verealed to the vigilance of 
tlie besiegers. 

The construction of a squadron winch might 
delay the enemy's -approach presented the only 
slender hope of existence which the Venetians 
still dared to eneourage. Every hand, tberdbre, 
Was summoned to the Arsenal; and there, the 
scene itself, Ae works on which they were em- 
ployed, the end to v^ich their laboinrs were ad*> 
dressed, each association connected with navsd 
objects, forcibly recalled to memory the great 
Commander uncbr whom they had so often fought 
and conquered. The image of Pisani was present 
to every heart ; his name burst at once £rom every 
tongue. The artisans, the burghers, the merchants, 
the soldiers, the mariners, rushed as it were, with 
a single impulse, to the Palace Gates ; and throng- 
ing round them with impetuosity, demanded me 
release of their Admiral. It was no fit season for 
the Government to contest a petition thus urgently 
pressed; and to their fears of popular disaffection^ 
might now be added a belief that no other Citizen 
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possessed qualities so fully applicable to the par- 
ticular exigency by which they were re- 
Aag. 19. quired. The Signory, accordingly, notified 
to Pisani, that he was free, and that, on the 
following morning, he might resume his seat in 
the Ghreat Council. Instead of throwmg himself 
rashly into the arms of his partisans, and draining 
the full cup of popular favour which was proffered 
to his lips, Pisani remained, that night, in his cell. 
He passed its hours in religious exercises with 
a Priest, in penitence and in confession. On the 
morrow, he first attended Mass and communicated, 
as a testimony of freedom from all resentment ; 
and he then presented himself in the Council- 
chamber with looks bearing no trace which implied 
remembrance of his wrongs. He listened with 
placid dignity to the ambiguous harangue in 
which Contarini neither impugned the justice of 
the Republic, nor denied the innocence of the 
prisoner whom she now released from his bonds, 
and, in his reply, renouncing every private feeling, 
he devoted himself to the service which his Country 
required at his hands. ' Would to Heaven!* 
were his burning words in conclusion, * that I could 
bear to the holy task to which you invite me, and 
which I embrace with my whole soul and spirit, 
& vigour and an intellect proportioned to my desires 
and affections ! Those^ at least, are not hkely to 
be wanting to Venice.' With equal modesty, 
he declined the loud testimonies of applause which 
were lavished on him by the assembled crowd, 
as he descended into the Piazza: and turning 
.to some who shouted * Pisani, viva Pisani.'* 
* Stop, stop, my friends,' he said, gently reproving 
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them, * the cry of a true Venetian is Viva San 
Marco*!' 

Even yet, however, the jealous spirit of the 
Signory had but half atoned for its former injus- 
tice. Pisani was appointed to a command ; but 
by no means invested with the same powers which 
he possessed before his disgrace ; only the troops 
which were encamped at Lido were placed UHder 
his orders, and even over these he held but divided 
authority ; his coadjutor being a Veronese Cap- 
tain, Giacomo de' Caballi, to whom the General- 
ship had been previously assigned. The Citizens 
were ignorant of this narrow arrangement of the 
Senate ; and, believing that Pisani was their Ad- 
n^iral, the poorer classes thronged to enroll 
themselves under his command as mariners, the 
rich to tender their estates for the public service 
and to pour into his hands the cost of whole gal- 
leys. Without a murmur, or even an implication 
that his merits were undervalued, he meekly re- 
presented that he was not quahfied to receive their 
tenders ; and, directing the patriotic Citizens to 
the Senators, as the proper officers to whom they 
should apply, he addressed himself to the imme- 
diate duties of his post, and the inspection of the 
fortifications. Another burst of popular feeling 
succeeded, and it was met, like the first, by similar 
concession ; Pisani was restored to all his former 
honours, and once again named Admiral. 

His first care was to strengthen the lines at 

« These words are attributed by Sanuto to FUani while he is yet 
in prison ; and Dam on that account has altogether disbelieved 
that they were employed. We have related them according to Sa- 
beUico*8 representation, under which all improbability disappeari. 
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lido, where a wall was raised beyond the fosse, 
and flanked by two towers. Pisani himself lai4 
the first stone, and four days sufficed for the 
entire erection. The curtain by which the towers 
were united was completed in fifteen more, by the 
unwearied labours of every class of Citizens ; and 
Sabellico points to the remains of this great work, 
which existed at the time in which he wrote his 
History, on the Southern shore of the port 
But it was no less necessary to protect the 
approaches firom the Lagune than from the 
Adriatic; for, howev^ tortuous and difficult 
might be the navigation of those inner chan* 
nels, an enemy, in possession ^f Chiozza, would 
certainly attempt, would probably accompUsh it m, 
tlie end. Venice, from its very site and con* 
struction, would not admit of regular fortification ; 
all, therefore, that could be done was to sink 
cocche in different stations, which might serve as 
advanced batteries, and to organize a flotilla of 
boats, which should patrol day and night with- 
out interruption, to prevent surprise. Meantime, 
the works in the Arsenal proceeded rapidly ; and 
in order to acquaint the unskilled mechanics 
with the service for which they had volunteered, 
the Canal of Giudecea * {Zuecca, as it is pro«- 
nounced) was set apart for their drill Its en- 
trance was guarded by a strong boom and chain ; 
and, within it, the Doge and Pisani daily super- 
intended the manoeuvres and encouraged the 
ardour of their embryo mariners. So low had 
her fortunes sunk, so shorn was Venice of her 

* Originally called Spinalonga ; it receired Its present name when 
tbe Jews obtained permission to fix in its neiglibourhood. 
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former, undisputed, naval pre-^emineace, that the 
Queen of the Adriatic, who once gave maritime 
law ahnost to the whole World, now centered her 
iiopes of existence on a handful of landsmen, 
practising within the narrow hounds of a, street of 
her own city. 

It is not to« he supposed that the Genoese, 
during these transactions, remained wholly idle. 
Eight days after the storm of Chiozza, a squadron 
jreconnoitred the Port of lido ; and, on the first of 
Septemher, a yet larger force disembarked some 
troops on San Erasmo ; so that each island which 
flanked the harbour was partly in possession cxf 
the enemy ; but, on the following day, as the fleet 
neared iSid strait, it was received with so warm a 
Are from die batteries, that it hastily withdrew. 
Scarcely an hour passed without some petty en* 
gagement between the light barks which traversed 
the Lagune^ or skirmishes between the outposts 
on the aggere. Even if the fortune of these con- 
tests was, for the most part, equal, the moral efliect 
was decidedly advantageous to the Venetians ; 
and those who were, not many days since, wholly 
prostrate in despair, now occasionally permitted 
themselves to hope that deliverance might still be 
in reserve. A second, fruitless negotiation tended 
not a little to increase that spirit of resistance 
which is always generated by a sense of oppres-* 
sion. Prince Charles of Durazzo, nephew of the 
King of Hungary, had entered the Trevisano 
with ten thousand men, and the propositions 
which he offered to the Doge evinced that the ex- 
tinction of Venice, as an independent Power, was 
the real object of the League against her. Peace, 
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it was said, might be obtained, if the Republic 
would consent to defray the expenses of the war, 
which were estimated at five hundred thousand 
ducats. As a gage for this payment, she must 
deposit in the hands of the allies the jewellery of 
St. Mark and the Ducal Crown. An annual 
tribute of fifty thousand ducats was to be tendered 
to the King of Hungary, without whose confir- 
mation and investiture no future Doge was to be 
considered as duly elected ; and, as a mark of 
vassalage, on all festivals and days of rejoicing, 
the Hungarian standard was to be displayed jointly 
vnth that of Venice, on the Piazza di San Marco. 
Some obscurity hangs over the discussion of these 
terms, and, it has been said, but it is scarcely cre- 
dible, that they were at first accepted ; but the 
statement is far more probable which affirms that 
an annual tribute of one hundred thousand ducats 
was offered as a commutation for the more grind- 
ing conditions. There are yet other writers who 
maintain that the Doge once contemplated the en- 
tire abandonment of the La^une, and the transfer 
of his Government to Candia. By those who have 
witnessed a similar emigration in modern times, 
terminatmg in the establishment of a new and far 
greater dominion than that which was surrendered, 
such a statement will not be hastily rejected. But 
the cases of Venice and that of Portugal in our 
own days are widely different. The latter was 
absolutely won by the invaders, and if the Bragan- 
zas had remained, they must have sacrificed them- 
selves to hopeless captivity, without a chance of 
benefit to their Country. Contarini, on the other 
hand, still possessed his hearths and altars iit^ 
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violate, though fearfully perilled. To quit them 
was to ensure their destruction; and his flight, 
though attended with the certainty of shame and 
dishonour, would not have heen accompanied hy 
an equal certainty of personal safety. Whatever 
was the secret history of this negotiation, all 
Treaty was ultimately broken off. The Hunga* 
rians found a more alluring object in the conquest 
of Naples; and, during the short period they 
continued to occupy the Trevisano, uieir opera- 
tions were languid and ineffective. 

An unexpected success, in an enterprise upon a 
larger scale than those to which they were now 
ordinarily accustomed, materially increased the 
ardour which had been kindled among the Vene- 
tians. Fifty of their boats penetrated by night as 
far as Montalbano, a station on the Brenta but 
a few miles above Chiozza. A galley and two 
smaller vessels lay there at anchor, and these the 
assailants surprised, boarded, and mastered. The 
ebbing tide prevented them from removing the 
galley, but it was ifired and burned to the water's 
edge, and the lesser prizes, with their Comman- 
dant and a hundred and fifty prisoners, were borne 
fn triumph to Venice. On their arrival, the City 
was intoxicated with joy ; and in these first fruits 
of victory were descried the pledges of a full and 
swollen harvest. Every voice demanded battle, 
and already, in the sanguine anticipation of the 
enthusiastic populace, to confront and to conquer 
the enemy appeared but one. 

The force, indeed, of which the Republic was 
now mistress, might promise, at least, an even- 
handed contest. Never in the whole History of 

VOL. I. Y 
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the World, had been exhibited more splendid 
instances of individual sacrifice and self-devotion, 
than those made by the Patriot Venetians. Where 
age or infirmity rendered personal service impos- 
sibky entire fortunes were surrendered to the 
State ; vast debts were remitted by creditors ; 
plate, jewels, and treasure were heaped into the 
public coffers; the Dc^ mortgaged his Revenues; 
the Ecclesiastics bore arms. One holy band 
alone was found wanting to its Country, and the 
Minorites excused themselves* It was written, 
they said, in their statutes, that no one of their 
brotherhood, whatever might be the occasion, 
should handle any weapon of offence. Their 
cowardly hypocrisy received its deserts, and they 
were banished from the Dogado*. Among the 
traders, we hear of a Furrier who undertook the 
maintenance of one thousand armed men ; of an 
Apothecary who equipped a galley ; of plain 
mechanics and simple artisans who associated to 
defray similar expenses. One, perhaps, of the 
most touching ofiers which this great crisis called 
forth, was that made by Matteo Faseolo, a towns- 
man of Chiozza, whom its loss had reduced from 
opulenC'C to beggary. Carrying with him his two 
sons, he presented them to the Magistrates. ^ If 
my estate,' he said, * were such as I once possessed, 
all of it should be contributed to the public exi^ 
gencies ; but Life is now the only property which 
is left to me and to these. Dispose of it as you 
think best. Employ us either by land or sea, 
and gladden lis by a consciousness that what little 
we still retain is devoted to our Country f.* 



• Sanuto, 702. 
f SLbeUico, Dec, ij. lib, 6. 
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These demonstratioBS of fidelity and affection 
were cordially and gratefully received by the 
Government A decree of the Grand Council 
protlaimed that, immediately after the conclusion 
of a Peace, 5000 ducats of gold should be dis^ 
tributed in yearly pensions among the poorer 
Citizens, in proportion to their merits ; and that 
every Foreigner who had rendered good service to 
the State should be naturalized and receive the 
privileges of Citizenship. A yet more alluring 
offer was freely propounded to all classes. It was 
announced that, at the termination of the War, thd 
XL. should be bound imder a heavy penalty ta 
convoke the Pregadi, and, in that assembly, each 
of its Members should be authorized to name some 
one Citizen, whom he deemed worthy of admission 
to Nobility. The deserts of the several candidates 
were to be discussed at whatever length their pro- 
posers might think fit ; and the thuty who should 
obtain a majority of suffrages, were to be regis- 
tered, both for themselves and their posterity, as^ 
Members of the Grand Council, and to partici- 
pate in all its rights, privileges, and immunitie^^ 
as entirely as any original Noble. No words 
eould exceed in strength and solemnity those 
which were employed to confirm these provisions. 
More than once it was repeated that every decree 
which might repeal them should be null ; and, in 
addition, it was declared that any one who propose^ 
such a repeal should be for ever excluded, both 
himself and his descendants, from every Magistracy^ 
without possibility of grace or remission ; and that 
whoever ventured to suggest indulgence to the 
offenders should incur similar penalties. 

Y 2 
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Such was the zeal excited by these liberal pro- 
mises, that two days were sufficient to complete the 
crews of four and thirty galleys, already equipped 
in the Arsenal. Contarini, disregarding the bur- 
den of seventy-two winters, announced that, ere 
long, he would lead this armament, in person, 
against the enemy ; and his resolution appears to 
have been delayed only from the hope of obtaining 
tidings of Carlo Zeno and his fleet. That gallant 
and adventurous Captain had been detached to 
the Levant, before the disastrous battle of Pola. 
Of his subsequent proceedings, nothing hitherto 
was known in Venice ; but no exertion had been 
spared to acquaint him first with the perils, 
now with the hopes of his Country ; and it was 
daily and anxiously expected that the squadron 
under his command might return in time to afford 
great additional strength to the proposed Expe- 
dition. The autumn, therefore, was passed in a 
series of skirmishes and manoeuvres which habi- 
tuated the raw seamen to their new element, im- 
proved their discipline, stimulated their courage, 
and amused them under the necessary delay. It 
was not without surprise and anxiety, that the 
Genoese perceived the creation of this new fleet 
in the blockaded Capital which they had once 
securely deemed their own. Straitened for pro- 
visions, they had been compelled to despatch a 
large force to procure supplies from the Istrian 
coast ; in numerous little rencontres with the light 
flotilla in the Lagune^ they had, for the most part, 
been worsted; a convoy from Padua had been 
intercepted ; Cavalli, the Veronese General, had 
forced them to abandon Malamocco; Poveglia 
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had been retaken in like manner ; and, gradually 
contracting their outposts, they narrowed 
the circuit of their operations, and con- ^^^' 
tented themselves by strengthening the fortifi* 
cations of Chiozza. Nor were they long withr 
out perceiving the full necessity of such pre* 
caution. Though the brave garrison of the little 
Fort in the Saline still defied their summons, It 
was daily subjected to the observation, and often 
to the attacks of three galleys which cruized around 
it. Pisani armed his flotilla for its relief, and 
three hundred boats and fifty Ganzarioli were 
concealed among the reeds and sallows of the 
neighbouring banks. From some want of caution^ 
this ambuscade was prematurely detected, and 
the Genoese hastily plied their oars in flight 
Pisani, therefore, finding them too distant for 
pursuit, boldly directed ms course at once upon 
Chiozza itself, through the shallows which 
admitted the light draught of his flotilla. Having 
reached the town, he stormed a suburb, and put 
the detachment by which it was defended to the 
Bword. Meantime, the galleys which, from their 
greater burden, had been compelled to make a 
longer circuit through the deep waters, returned 
ofiF the Port; and the Venetians, pressed on all 
sides, both from the town and from the sea, were 
compelled to retreat, not without loss. Six of 
their vessels were captured, and Gradenigo, a 
son-in-law of the Doge, was killed. The Genoese 
might boast that they had repulsed their assailants ; 
but how great must have been the joy of the 
Venetians, even under their partial want of sue- 
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cess, on finding that they had (mce moie gamed 
the power of assuming the offensive 1 

As winter advanced, the main hody of the 
Genoese fleet moved up the harbour, in which it 
was partly dismantled, both for repair and for tho 
refreshment of the crews, and here it was sooo 
afterwards joined by the squadron whieh returned 
from Istria. Three galleys, cruizing at the en* 
trance of the Port, were considered amply sufficient 
for its defence ; for, although the growing force of 
the Yenetiana excited some inquietude, litde anti- 
cipation could be entertained of the daring enter* 
prise which they were about to undertake. Con* 
tarini, if acting solely on his own judgment, would 
Btill have continued to await the return of Carlo 
Zeno ; but he was urged on, both by the enthu- 
siasm of the populace, and by the pressure of 
scarcity in the Capital, which would be relieved hy 
the absence of that large portion of her inhabitants 
about to accompany his fleet, the supplies of 
which meantime might be procured from the neighr 
bouring coasts. Accordingly, on the 23d of De» 
cember, the Doge, having celebrated High Mass 
at St. Mark's, proceeded, in great pomp, to the 
harbour. Martial music enlivened the procession ; 
but the trumpets were sometimes overpowered by 
the exulting shouts of the Citizens. Before Con- 
tarini was displayed the great banner of the Re'* 
public ; that banner which the seamen were re- 
minded had been unfurled at the memorable di»- 
ccHnfiture of Barbarossa ; and the Doge, attended 
by numerous Senators, embarked at evening. 
His fleet consisted of thirty-four galleys, aixty 
armed barks, and several hundred boats, conveying 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



PLAN OF PISANl'S OFBRATIONS. 327 

a large military force ; and the van of fourteen 
galleys, under Pisani, towed with it two vast hulks 
which were essential to his main design> The 
night was more than usually serene and tranquil^ 
and, at the first dayhreak of the morning of the 
24th, on the clearing away of a mist, the Genoese 
perceiyed, to their alarm and astonishment, that 
the entrance of the Strait of Chiozza was beset by 
this formidable armament. Feeling secure that no 
movement of importance would be attempted be* 
fore the arrival of Zeno, the galleys appointed to 
observe the mouth of the Port appear to have been 
remiss in their duty and absent from their post. 
Dearly was this negligence atoned for in the end. 

The plan which Pisani meditated was conceived 
in a masterly spirit Both in numbers and in 
equipment, his enemy was greatly his superior; and 
his half-trained levies were but ill-matched against 
the Genoese veterans. It was his obvious policy, 
therefore, to avoid a battle ; but the imprudence of 
bis adversaries had afforded him an opportunity of 
triumph, if by more slow, yet by far more certain 
means ; and such was their present position that, 
Jby promptitude, he might hope to inclose them 
within toils irom which there was little chance of 
extrication. Chiozza, it will be remembered^ 
standing, like Venice, on a group of small islands 
fiuzrounded by Lagune and intersected by canals. 
Is approached from the Adriatic by two Straits; 
that which bears its own name, and that of Bron- 
dolo. No other issue can be obtained, but by 
ascending the Lagune and attempting to penetrate 
the more distant ports of Malamocco, Lido, or San 
JBrasmou If therefore the channels of Brondolo, 
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Chiozza, and the Canal leading to Venice were 
blockaded, escape would be hopeless. Pisani de- 
tennined to close these entrances by sinking ves- 
sels across them, and then patiently to await, with* 
out the Lagune^ the surrender which time must 
render inevitable. 

The Strait of Chiozza was the first in which he 
commenced his operations ; for one shore which 
flanked it, that oi Pelestrina, was already in his 
possession* To obtain similar footing on the op« 
posite bank of Brondolo, he threw a body of five 
thousand men upon that Island ; but they were 
quickly overpowered bv a superior force, and beaten 
back to their ships with great slaughter. Sufficient 
time however had been gained during this attempt 
to tow the two cocche with which he was provided 
into the channel ; but the ebb of the tide did not 
permit their support by the remainder of the fleets 
and they were attacked at once both from sea and 
land, burned to the water^s edge, and sunk. The 
Venetian sailors lamented this calamity ; but Pisani 
watched, with silent joy, the progress of the flames* 
and the error which facilitated his design. If the 
Genoese had occupied and maintained these cocche^ 
his enterprise must have failed in its outset ; but, 
when the enemy retired, satisfied by their appa* 
rent destruction, the Venetian flotilla again ad* 
vanced, laden with huge masses of stone and bal* 
last, which they heaped upon the sunken wrecks so 
as to obstruct the passage of the inlet. This 
barrier was completed on the following day, when 
other ships were sunk at intervening points, and 
the line connecting them was filled up and fortified 
by a strong row of piles. An outpost also was 
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occupied within the Lagune^ on the little Island 
Lova. 

To throw a similar barricade across the Strait 
of Brondolo was a far more difficult task. The 
town so named stands little short of two miles 
from Chiozza* ; and the canal which connects 
them, not exceeding four hundred paces in breadth, 
is navigable only under the immediate banks, both 
of which were occupied by the Genoese ; yet, in 
the face of their batteries, and exposed to a terrific 
fire, Frederico Comaro penetrated this channel 
with four ships. As fourteen of the enemy bore 
down to overwhelm him, Pisani made the combat 
equal by advancing with ten of his own. The 
narrowness of the scene of action increased the 
horrors of the fight ; nevertheless, in spite of their 
great disadvantages, the Venetians persisted till 
Qiey estabUshed themselves in the desired position, 
and closed the Port of Brondolo as effectually as 
that of Chiozza, leaving open only a narrow passage 
on the Eastern shore, sufficiently broad to admit a 
single ship. The mouth of the Canal leading north* 
ward to Venice was similarly dammed ; and, unless 
the Genoese could force some one of these pas- 
sages, they were now deprived of all possibility of 
escape. 

The Doge remained at the Strait of Chiozza, 
while Pisani chose for himself the more dangerous 
station off Brondolo. Much had been done there, 
but, to render these labours permanently effectual, 
much more was still required. If the Genoese 
could once master the sunken vessels, they might 
disengage themselves, and resume their superiority ; 

* Chinazzo, 756. 
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a change of wind also might drive the blockaders 
from their anchorage, and, even while they main- 
tained it, they had to endure the destractive cross 
fire of batteries from either shore. The toil was 
incessant, the loss severe, the service most harass- 
ing. Two galleys, relieved at intervals, were 
always stationed, at imminent risk, in the very 
jaws of the channel ; and upon these was directed 
the chief fury of the enemy. A fort was built at 
Fossone, a spot on the South-east of Brondolo, 
and nearly opposite a Convent which formed a 
strong post of the Genoese ; but the engineers 
employed upon its construction w<»rked within 
half gunshot of the enemy, and suffered propor« 
tionately ; for frequently in the course of a single 
day, five hundred cannon-shots were interchanged 
between the opposite batteries. Contarini, in ordei 
to raise the spirits of his followers, had sworn upon 
his sword, never to return to Venice till the hostile 
fleet had surrendered ; but this solemn profession 
little appeased the hourly-increasing murmurs 
which ran through his armament The troops ex« 
claimed against the rigour of the season, and the 
unparalleled hardships of the service ; till, in spite 
of the Doge's vow, Pisani was compelled to promise 
that» if the fleet of Zeno, so long and so anxiously 
expected, did not join him in two days, he would 
discontinue his enterprise. 

Never did a greater stake depend upon the 
hazard of eight-and-forty hours. It was not only 
the abandonment of the blockade of Chiozza, and 
the loss of the toil which they had hitherto ex* 
ponded, that the Venetians had to fear from a 
retreat. For whither was that retreat to have 
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been directed? Venice, alfeady goffering under 
scarcity, could ill readmit a large addition to her 
distressed population; nor, if she did admit, could 
fihe afford it protection. The Genoese, flushed by 
Evccess and superior in force, would recover all 
their former advantages, and, warned by experi* 
ence, would know better how to profit by them. 
The glory, nay, perhaps, the very eadatence of St 
Mark must pass away for ever ! 

With these fearful chances dependent on its 
course arose the first day of the new-year. 
Pisani, like Columbus, had gaged; his all ^^^ 
against Time, and, no less fortunate than 
that illustrious navigator, he redeemed his stakes 
Every eye was bent upon the sea, when a distant 
sail studded the horizon; another and another 
succeeded, till fourteen vessels were descried. 
But to what nation did they belong? To which 
of the contending parties were they messengers of 
safety ? Napoleon did not inquire more anxiously 
whether it was the cannon of Grouchy or of 
Blucher which pealed in the distance, on the 
evening of that great day whidi despoiled him of 
his Crown, than the Venetians sought to ascertain 
whether the approaching squadron was that of 
friend or foe. As it came nearer, a well-known 
signal was exhibited, and a shout of transport an<» 
nounced the approach of Carlo Zeno. 

The first hours after his arrival were passed on 
board the galley of the Doge, in narrating the 
adventures of ius late voyages, which were of a 
similar romantic cast to all his former history. 
Towards the close of 1378, he had been despatched 
with five galleys by Pisani on a separate service, 
to observe the coasts of Sicily, and there he inter- 
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cepted numerous convoys laden with grain for 
Genoa. Having been joined by another squa* 
dron of four vessels, from Crete, which had been 
equally successful in the Archipelago, and had 
amassed booty valued at forty-five thousand pieces 
of gold, he telt himself sufficiently strong to ap« 
proach the enemy's coast ; and, at the very mo- 
ment of theLigurian triumph atPola, Carlo Zeno 
was laying waste the entire Riviera di Levante^ 
from the Gulf of Spezzia to Genoa itself. Scat- 
tering terror through the Mediterranean, he next 
made sail for Greece, and there gained new dis* 

tinction on the scene of his early fame, by 
Aug. 6. successfully renewing his attempts for the 

restoration of Calojohannes to the throne 
usurped by his son. While in the East, his squa* 
dron obtained great increase of strength by the 
junction of occasional stragglers ; and, after 
passing the summer in the Levantine seas, giving 
aid to the King of Cyprus, and grievously ha- 
rassing the Genoese commerce, he found himself 
at the head of eighteen galleys, at Berytus, when 
information was conveyed to him of the fall of 
Chiozza, and the consequent great peril of his 
Country. Even if the orders for his return had 
not been most peremptory, his own wishes would 
have prompted him to hasten to her relief. Taking 
with him, therefore, a convoy from Syria, he lost 
no time in pressing homewards ; and, on his 
course, off Rhodes, he encountered the largest 
and best-built ship of his time, the Genoese 
Pichiona, She is described tcbihave been a 
three-decker, almost cannon -proof, bearing, ex- 
clusively of mariners and passengers, three hun- 
dred armed men, and towering as a castle above 
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the waters*. The pursuit was long and arduous, 
and, when overtaken, her great superiority of size 
enabled her to oppose the combined attack of four 
galleys, during a whole day and the succeeding 
night. Many of Zeno's men were slightly hurt, 
but only one, a rower, was killed. He himself 
was twice wounded ; once in the foot, a second 
time by an arrow in the left eye. But his ardour 
was irresistible. The huge vessel took fire during 
the action, and, when this was extinguished^ she 
was at length carried by boarding. The captured 
treasure was of almost inestimable value ; and, 
from the ship's papers, her precious lading was 
valued at five hundred thousand pieces of gold. 
To each of some Florentine merchants whom he 
found on board, he presented a hundred ducats, 
for their expenses on landing at Rhodes, and dis- 
missed them after much courteous and honourable 
treatment. Then, taking out the cargo and dis- 
tributing it through his own ships, he sank the 
Genoese, which had been too much injured during 
the action to be conveyed to Italy. Arrived in the 
Adriatic, he placed his convoy in safety at Pa- 
renzo, and, passing on to Venice, received orders 
to join the Doge. After weathering a storm 
which destroyed one of his squadron, he brought 
to Chiozza a force which terminated all doubt 
respecting the issue of the contest. Even if the Ge- 
noese could disengage themselves from blockade, 
they would now be encountered, on the open seas, 
by superior numbers ; for the Venetians counted, 

* Era iH M eoperie, iutta ineorata di fuori via, € pareva a vedere 
un castellQ, Chinaiio. 
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in all, no less than fifity-two gsdieys. Hie supplies 
poured in were abundant, confidence had rerired, 
and the very name and presence of Carlo Zeno 
was as a tower of strength to his Countrymen. 

The post which Zeno selected was that demanding 
greatest activity ; and, though not yet recovered 
from his wounds, he anchor^ off Brondolo on the 
evening of his arrival. For the two succeeding 
days, a heavy gale forced the blockading squadron 
from its station, and the Genoese advanced to «t* 
tack their works ; yet^ by extreme exertion, Zeno, 
who at one time had been driven, by stress of 
weather, to the mouth of the Port of Chiozza, 
returned with three galleys to his original moor* 
ings, and forced the enemy once more to retire. 
This success was not obtained without consi- 
derable loss. One of his vessels was compelled 
to surrender ; and, on the evening of the thirteenth 
day, the galley which himself commanded, unable 
to resist the violence of the gale and the strength 
of the current, drifted under the Genoese forts* 
The cries of the mariners struggling with the 
tempest betrayed them to the sentinels, notwith* 
standing the darkness ; and a heavy fire of cannon, 
and of all other missiles belonging to earlier 
warfare, was pointed in the supposed direction of 
the grounded vessel. Its situation was most des« 
perate ; but Zeno silenced every proposal of sur- 
render. At length, an expert swimmer, taking a 
rope in his hand, threw himself into the wintry 
sea, in despite of the stonn, and buffeted the waves 
till he gained the main squadron at its anchorage. 
Zeno, meantime, lightened his vessel, by throwing 
overboard his guns and ballast : she righted, and 
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was slowly towed out of the enemy's line ; but, at 
the moment in which danger seemed at an end, 
an arrow, shot at random, {nerced the throat of 
the Commander. Anxious only for the safety of 
his men, Zeno disregarded the wound, and con* 
tinned unconcernedly to give his orders ; but, in 
hurrying along the deck, he missed his footing in 
Ihe darkness, and, stumbling through an open 
hatchway, fell to the bottom of the hold. The 
sailors who raised him plucked the arrow from his 
neck, and the gush of blood, which instantly fol- 
lowed, well nigh suffocated him. He was lying 
on his back and speechless ; but, still retaining 
entire self-possession, he made signs to the by- 
standers to change his position, and turn him on 
his face. This presence of mind saved him ; for 
the blood, now obtaining a free vent, ceased to 
discharge itself internally. His wound, never- 
theless, on first examination, was pronounced 
mortal ; and instant removal to land was advised, 
as affording the sole, faint, desperate hope of ro* 
covery. Zeno, with unshaken firmness, refused 
to quit his vessel. If he were to die, it should be, 
he said, on his post ; Providence would dispose 
of his life ; but he himself must be the guaidian 
of his honour. The vigour of his constitution' 
prevailed; and, in a few weeks, he was restored to 
the service of his Country, although the surgeons, 
anxious, perhaps, for the reputation of their prog- 
nostics, continued to affirm that the deviation of 
a single hair's breadth from the actual position of 
the wound must have rendered it fatal. 

Pisani, meanthne, during the absence of his 
distmguished colleague, continued to press the 
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blockade with undiminished vigour ; and his bat- 
teries at FosBone were mounted with artillery of 
the most stupendous calibre. In the infancy of 
the art of gunnery, the size of the ball to be 
launched was the chief object to which engineers 
addressed themselves ; and the uncertainty of aim, 
the infrequency of discharge, and the dispropor- 
tionate expenditure of gunpowder, were disre- 
garded, provided the mass hurled against the 
enemy was of sufficiently gigantic dimensions. 
Of two mortars employed by Pisani, one is said 
to have carried a marble bullet weighing one hun* 
dred and forty pounds, the other, one of a hundred 
and ninety-five. They were loaded and fired but 
once in each day ; and if they struck their mark 
(a rare occurrence), the effect produced was, as 
may be imagined, most destructive. Pietro Doria, 
happily perhaps for his fame, perished by one of 
these random shots. He was inspecting his works 
at Brondolo, when the Campanile of the 
Jan. 22. town and a long line of rampart ad- 
joining it were shattered by an enormous 
cannon-ball, and the ruins overwhelmed both the 
Genoese Commander and his nephew. 

Doria was succeeded by Napoleone Grimaldi, 
who, finding that all chance of escape by the 
natural channels was desperate, still thought to 
elude the vigilance of his enemy by a bold expe- 
dient. While the Venetians watched the mouths 
of the two ports, he hoped, by cutting a canal 
across the Island of Brondolo, between both the 
straits, to penetrate the aggere ; perhaps, under 
cover of darkness, to pass unobserved round the 
blockading squadron, and once again to threaten 
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Venice, wholly defenceless in the absence of her 
fleet. Carrara had been able to reinforce him ; 
and his garrison, notwithstanding its repeated 
losses, still amounted to thirteen thousand men, 
partly occupying the town, partly encamped on 
the island connected with it by a bridge. The 
projected work was commenced at the back of the 
Convent of Brondolo ; but it was not long before 
the Venetians perceived its object, and resolved to 
frustrate it by measures equally daring. Tlieir little 
army consisted of eight thousand men ; and they 
had negociated with Sir John Hawkwood^, the 
well-known English Condoitiere, whose term of 
.service with the Milanese, by whom he had been 
first engaged, had now expired, for the assistance of 
his bands, so that a powerful reinforcement under 
his orders was daily expected. But a more lucrative 
employment, or the intrigues of Carrara diverted 
the wandering Knight from his engagement ; and, 
when he failed at Uie stipulated rendezvous, the 

* Sir John Hawk wood was one of Edward 1 11^ most distin- 
guiahed Generals, who, at the close of the successful invasion of 
France by that Prince, organised a Free Company of English* known 
in contemporary History, either as Les Tard-VenuSt or Alba Comi- 
tioa. A most interesting account of this Band may be found in 
Villanf. Hawkwood's name has undergone many amusing trans- 
formations. By Froissart he is sometimes called Haconde, at others, 
Hacton. The Italians, from a false report that his father was a 
tailor, called him Giovanni Auguto, Johannes Aeutus (John Sharp), 
or Giovanni delta Quglea (John of the Needle), and Villani effects 
a much more portentous change. ' Vanni Aguto^* he sayn, ' is called 
in English, Kauchouvole, 1. e. Falcone di Bosco, because his mother 
being in the pains of child-birth, and finding her labour attended 
with diflBculty, caused herself to be carried into an adjoining grove, 
and there brought him forth,*— an expedient not very closely adapted 
either to the habits or the climate of EngUnd. 

VOL. I. Z 
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Signory, yielding to the immediate urgency (^ 
their sitaation^ laid aside for the moment their 
petty jealousy of native talent, and, contrary to 
their received State-maxims, resolved to entrust 
their land-forces to the- guidance of Carlo Zeno, 
whose singular versatility of powers qualified him, 
notwithstanding his great naval fame, in a still 
higher degree for military operations. His wounds 
heing now healed, he hastened to fulfil his new 
duties with alacrity, and the first act of his com- 
mand exhibited* a splendid instance of disinterest- 
edness. The sordid m^cenaries of whom lus 
troops chiefly consisted, grasping, avaricious, dis- 
contented, and little under subordination, profited 
by the importance of the crisis, and refused to 
nndertake the fifesh service for which they were 
designed, without the distribution of a largess. 
The military chest, exhausted by Long and repeated 
demands, could furnish no more than five hundred 
ducats ; but Zeno doubled that sum from his pri- 
vate resources, and, for a season, secured obe- 
dience. 

In order effectually to counteract the meditated 
design of the Genoese, it was necessary that they 
should be driven from the Isle of Brondolo, and 
shut up within their walls in Chiozza. A com- 
bined attack by sea and land was accordingly 
arranged, and the Town and Convent of Brondolo 
were to be assaulted at once from opposite quarters^ 
by the disembarkation of PisanFs mariners, as 
soon as he perceived Zeno to be engaged. On 
the l^th of February, before day-break, Zeno 
crossed from Pelestrina and the Fort of Lova, with 
6000 men, and proceeded, in the first instance, to 
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dislodge the troops in Little Chiozza, whom he was 
unwilling to leave on his rear while he should be 
employed at Brondolo. The post against which he 
first directed himself was of considerable strength, 
though no more than a Bell-tower occupied by 
Bineteen men : yet this little handful defended it so 
courageously, that four alone remained alive after 
a protracted conflict, which lasted during five 
hours. 

The Genoese, either supposing that the chief 
attack was intended against Little Chiozza, or 
that the maintenance of that post was of paramount 
importance, hastily summoned the garrison of 
Brondolo to its defence; and, in the mean time, 
prepared for a sortie, with the entire force within 
the walls of Chiozza itself. About 1500 men 
from Brondolo fell, somewhat by surprise, upon 
the Venetian rear ; but Zeno^ changing his front 
with inconceivable rapidity, directed his English* 
bands to charge and overthrow them ; while, by a 
still more dexterous movement, he jdaced his main 
Body between the routed column and Brondolo, 
from which it had advanced. One retreat alone 

* An English Captain, Checco/Cheke ?) i» mentioned by Sanulo, 
(y03) as serving under Zeno. That Hero's Biographer, the Bishop of 
Bellano, Latinises the name as if it were WUliam Cook. Zeno is 
made to address him in a long speech on the field of battle, just 
before this decisiTe eharge 't-^AceUoque ad Me Jnglico ductore Gui- 
Uelmo, quern cognotnento Coqnum nvncupabant nA, quad inter 
primos ejus virtutem probitatemgue experttu nortU, &c. (240.) 
Again, in narrating the Conspiracy of Roberto di Recanati, the 
nme English Knight is mentioned with great distinction. OuUi' 
«/m«5 Briiannid, quam Jngliam dicttnue, iraheru originem, U 
pentrenua virtutis, celdque animi vtTt et probaUe fideL (260.) In 
the engagement described above, it is said, Primi Angli horreTuUt 
wMatie vocibus, curdm in hoates irrumpunU (242.) 

z2 
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was open, by the Bridge of Chiozza ; and thitber 
the fugitives directed their terrified steps, at the 
moment in which 8000 men were pouring across 
it, to deploy upon the field of battle. The collision 
of these opposite torrents was destructive to both, as 
wave broke fiercely upon wave in contrary direc- 
tions. The panic of the discomfited Body speedily 
communicated itself to that which was advancing : 
the leading ranks wavered ; those which followed 
pressed upon them from behind ; their defeated 
comrades bore down yet more heavily in front, 
and the dense mass was agitated to and fro, without 
the power of effective advance or retreat. Ere 
long, the confusion, increased by the narrowness 
of the passage which they were traversing, became 
utterly inextricable. Hundreds were trampled 
under foot ; and, to bring the calamity to its height, 
tlie bridge gave way beneath the unusual pressure, 
precipitating, together with its shattered arches, 
many of the combatants into the channel below, 
and wholly intercepting the flight of such as re- 
mained beyond the chasm. Few, in either of 
these fearful cases, escaped death. The heavy ar- 
mour of such as had fallen into the canal of Sta. 
Caterina, whelmed them beneath the flood ; and 
the sword was little likely to spare those who still 
clung to land. 

The carnage was horrible : more than three 
thousand men fell upon the spot ; and, of the many 
who threw down their arms, only six hundred re- 
ceived quarter. Chinazzo, by a graphic touch, 
acquaints us with the abundant booty left on the 
field. ' Any one,' he says, ' who wished to have a 
suit of armour for a ducat, might have bought as 
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many as he pleased/ By this success, the object 
of the Venetians was completely gained ; for, at 
nightfall, the few troops remaining in Brondolo 
abandoned that post, and, taking to their boats, 
fled to Chiozza ; having first destroyed the works 
of the Convent, scuttled the galleys which they 
were unable to carry off, and then set them on 
fire. Two of these were rescued from the flames 
by Pisani, and ten were destroyed. But the terror 
of defeat ended not here ; Chiozza itself, the last 
hope of Genoa in the Lagune, was deserted by 
more than half its garrison. Before dawn, every 
channel by which Terra firma could be gained 
was choked with fugitives, who for the greater 
part were natives of Padua ; and such was their 
anxiety for escape, that many, unable to procure 
boats and endeavouring to wade across the marshes, 
were found, in the morning, stiffened with cold 
and frozen to death in the attempt. Ten more 
galleys, which lay off the mills of Chiozza, were 
occupied by Pisani without a blow ; for their crews, 
as he approached, were panic-stricken, and, leap- 
ing into the sea, swam to the neighbouring 
walls. 

Splendid as was tliis success, its fruits were 
nearly wrested from the gallant Chief through 
whose skill and valour it had been won, by the 
evil passions of some among his comrades. Fresh 
symptoms of insubordination manifested them- 
selves in his Camp. The Condotiieri loudly cla- 
moured for double pay ; and, on the day succeed- 
ing their victory, they threatened to withdraw al- 
together, unless their demand was granted. Once 
again Zeno had recourse to his personal means, 
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and he employed them in buying over the chief 
Officers to silence the importunity of their men. 
Nor was this his only'diflSculty : the jealous spirit of 
Justiniani, the former Admiral, had ill brooked the 
superior command given to Pisani upon his release 
from prison ; but, when his own share of power 
was still farther dimim'shed by the appointment of 
Carlo Zeno, he lost all self-control, and openly 
refused obedience to his orders, till, as a check 
upon these growing divisions, it became necessary 
to detach him on a remote service. 

A third trial remained for Zeno. To his great 
energy in the field, he united a quality not always 
found in company with valour— consummate pru- 
dence. He plainly saw that farther risk of open 
battle was needless ; and that if he could shut out 
supplies from Chiozza, it must eventually fail. 
For this purpose, he contented himself with dis* 
tributing his troops in posts removed beyond the 
fire of the ramparts, and framing lines of counter- 
vallation to protect himself from surprise. These 
measures, however well adapted to his great ob- 
ject, were viewed with an evil eye by a large por- 
tion of the Senators who accompanied the Doge 
on this expedition ; for, unused to the privations 
necessarily attendant upon a naval campaign, and 
worn by the tedium and the fatigues which they 
had already endured during two months* confine* 
ment on shipboard, they hailed the late victory with 
delight, as affording them hopes of speedy re- 
storation to the Capital and its luxurious repose. 
A few assaults, as they imagined, would complete 
the reduction of Chiozza, and terminate thdr share 
in a drama ill adapted to their habits. What^ 
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then, was their chagrin and impatience, when they 
observed the adoption of a system which thuea- 
tened an indefinite delay, and protracted, to an 
nnceitain season, their fireedom from the shackles 
in which die rash vow of Contarini had iavolved 
them ! 

Electing tiiemselves into judges of military 
tactics, they protested against die hazard and 
fluctuations of a blockade. A thousand accidents, 
they said, might relieve Chiozza, if time were 
granted for recovery from l^e terror of recent ^* 
^at. Not to follow up success was to fall into 
the very error through which Doria had brought 
upon himself his reverses. To lengthen the 
campaign was to entangle the Republic in ex- 
penses whidi, in her present exhaustion, she could 
ill support ; and to Unger till the ardour of troops, 
flushed by victory, became extinguished, was to 
trifle with, and to run oount«r to Fortuxie. Hap- 
pily for his Country, the comrage which animated 
Zeno was not less of a moral t^n of a physical 
character. Knowing that the course which he was 
pursuing was the best calculated to ensure success, 
he persisted in it, unmoved by these idle remon- 
strances and reproadies ; and he shook aside, with 
deserved contempt, the foul and false insinuation, 
to which every act of his Ufe afforded a reply, that 
other qualities were needed in a General besides 
circum^ction. 

In pursuance of his design, he strictly forbade 
any of those personal rencontres which, during 
the inaction of a blockade, were often permit- 
ted by the license of war, in the middle Ages ; 
when frequently a champion would issue from the 
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lines, and, in the hope of distinction, perhaps of 
booty, would challenge one of the beleaguered 
garrison to single combat. Many valuable sol- 
diers were killed or disabled in these unproduc« 
tive contests ; and a force which it was important to 
preserve entire was thus wasted in detail. . Zeno 
determined to repress this irregular warfare ; and, 
throwing up a redoubt at a spot not far beyond his 
intrenchments and at the distance of a bow-shot 
from Chiozza, he proclaimed that the loss of a 
foot should be the punishment inflicted on any 
one who transgressed this limit without permission ; 
and, as this severe penalty was rigidly exacted, but 
a few examples were sulSicient to procure obedience. 
It was not long before the efiectof the blockade 
was perceived; for the garrison, straitened for 
provisions, and already reduced to the most loath- 
some food*, adopted the cruel, but necessary expe- 
dient of excluding from their walls every, inhabi- 
tant incapable of bearing arms ; and the interme- 
diate space between the City and the Camp was 
filled with a helpless throng of aged persons, 
children, and women f. To the honour of Vene- 
tian humanity, it was remembered that these were 
fellow-countrymen; and, although bread at the 
moment was selling at four times its usual price in 
Venice, no hesitation was felt as to the reception 
of these unhappy and deserted beings ; and they 
were shipped and transported to the Capital. 

* Mangiando ratti, grand et ogni cUtra eosa tmrnondo.— Chinaxzo, 
762. 

t Chinazzo sayn, le donne e i putti, and that the soldiers would 
willingly have followed, if the Genoese Government had not threat* 
ened to hang every individual who quitted the town. (762.) 
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Many weeks, however, passed away, and, not- 
withstanding their privations, the garrison still con- 
tinued to hold out. It was known that a fleet, 
under Maruffo, a Genoese Admiral of distinction, 
which had encountered Justiniani and signally de- 
feated him at Manfredonia, was now on its way 
to the relief of Chiozza ; and, in the course of 
April, in spite of the vigilance of the besiegers, 
Gasparo Spinola, an Officer of great skill and 
courage, who had been despatched from Genoa to 
assume the command, succeeded in throwing in 
a large supply from Padua, by the channels of the 
Brenta. At length, on the 6th of June^ the 
squadron, so much wished for and' so long ex- 
pected by the besieged, hove in sight ; but it was 
to afford only a brief and delusive hope. The same 
barriers which the Venetians had framed in the 
ports, of Brondolo and Chiozza, to shut in Doria, 
now contributed as effectually to shut out Maruffo. 
Each entrance was successively reconnoitred by 
him, and abandoned as inaccessible ; while the 
wretched garrison, which still continued to cherish 
hopes of relief, watched his approach from the 
ramparts with eager eyes, and burst into passion- 
ate lamentations on his retreat. The Venetian 
fleet remained at anchor in perfect safety within 
the Lagune; and, protected by dams and batteries 
in the Straits, which it was not possible for the 
enemy to force, declined the battle to which it was 
challenged, in spite of every provocation. The 
Genoese in vain taunted the ^ Venetian hogs ' 
(Veneziani porci) with cowardice; they continued 
immoveable. This term of reproach appears to 
have been unsparingly employed ; for we read 
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that, on another occasion, when Pisani made a 
movement which was falsely interpreted into pre- 
paration for retreat, the sentinels, on the walls of 
Chiozza, shouted, * The hogs are running away ' 
{iporci gcapano)*. Once only was a chance of 
action afforded, when the Genoese Admiral took 
up his position off Fossone, in order to intercept 
the communications with Ferrara. A convoy was 
expected from that City, and Pisani, to ensure its 
passage, hore out of the port with twenty*five 
Sail, aj^arently prepared for oomhat. Having stood 
off to the open sea, he allured Maruffo into pur* 
Bilk ; and, afiber sufficient time had heen afforded 
for die reception of die convoy, he baMed his 
enemy by skilful manoeuvring, and returned again 
to his anchorage, unmolested. 

Before the arrival of Maruffo's fleet, a proposi- 
tion had already been offered for surrender, and, 
on condition of not being detained prisoners, 
the Genoese tendered the evacuation of Chiozza* 
The reply was a stem negative ; and, even when 
the near approach of succour was known, Coota- 
rini gave evident proof of the light regard which 
he attached to the presence of his new enemy, 
by issuing a proclamation, requiring each indivi* 
dual in the garrison who hoped for safety to quit 
Chiozza, and present himself on a fixed day at the 
gates of the public Prison in Venice. This insult 
was received indignantly ; and, in lieu of sub- 
mitting to disgrace so intolerable, the garrisan 
resolved on one last, desperate attempt to penetrate 
the Venetian lines, and cut their way to the squa- 
dron of Maruffo. All their regular craft hadbeoi 

• Oalaro, 864. 
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de&troyed during the blockade ; but, having found 
means of communicating their design to the Admi- 
ral, they hastily construdied a rude flotilla of boats 
and rafts from the timber of houses demolished for 
the sake of that material, and from various articles 
of wooden furniture *. One hundred, of these frail 
Jun 15 ^^^ shapeless floats, each provided with 
ten oars, received the whole garrison; 
and, at the moment of their embarkation, Maruifo 
appeared off the barricades, and commenced a 
brisk attack upon them. All chance of success 
depended upon surprise ; but the signals between 
the city and the fleet had not passed unnoticed ; 
Pisani easily defended the barriers with a compa* 
raiively small force; and, directing his chief efforts 
against the bmrks which were crossing the Lagtme^ 
he ran down more than half of th^n, and com- 
pelled the remainder to flight. The loss of the 
enemy was severe ; for^ to increase their confu- 
sion, the troops oi Zeno charged into the shallows^ 
and put to thenswoid the half-drowned wretches 
who still clung to their rafts, although shattered, 
sinking, and dispersed. 

Famine, in its utmost horrors, now pressed upon 
the devoted garrison, and Spinola, abandoning all 
hope, retired to Terra firma^ and left the ungrate- 
fill task of capitulation to his Lieutenant The dis- 
affected temper which had, more than once, been 
exhibited by the mercenaries in the pay of Venice 
was known, or suspected by the besieged ; and, 
thinking to profit by the avarice and insubordina* 
tion of the Condottkri^ they addressed their pro- 

* IH solari, tU cane e di letHere ed? altrelegname molto ptUite, 
Cbinaszo. 
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posals, in the first instance, to them, not either to 
Zeno or to Contarini. Before their Deputies 
approached the camp, all the prisoners taken during 
the siege were freely released and dismissed, partly 
in hope of conciliation, partly from inahility to 
feed them ; and, well-knowing that no offer was 
likely to receive admission by the rapacious ma- 
rauders to whom they now directed themselves, if 
it implied the slightest diminution of booty, the 
garrison tendered their arms, stores, and treasure, 
with the possession of the town, to the Free Com- 
panics, provided they would guarantee their per- 
sonal freedom, and protection from the Venetians. 
The insidious proposal was eagerly received ; and, 
but for the prompt and dexterous exertions of Zeno, 
the fruits of her long toil might have been lost to 
Venice, at the very moment of their full ripeness. 
He represented to his troops that no gain could 
result to them by the grant of such terms ; and 
that to accede to stipulations made by those who 
were without power to resist, was gratuitously to 
surrender a prize already within their grasp. It 
was his intention, he said, to abandon the town to 
them for plunder : all the mercenaries within it 
should fall to their share as prisoners ; and the 
Doge required nothing more than the bare walls of 
Chiozza, and such Genoese, Paduans, Dalmatians, 
and Greeks, as, being trained to the marine, might 
be employed at the oar. 

These arguments prevailed with the majority, 
and one only of the leaders refused assent, Roberto 
di Recanati, who appears to have been an Officer 
of distinction, commanding one hundred lances 
and four hundred infantry. Engaged in secret 
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communication with the enemy, and hribed by 
them with a promise of forty thousand ducats to 
excite cabals in the camp, he spread, at one time, 
a report, that it was Zeno's intention not to deliver 
up Chiozza to be pillaged ; at another, he revived 
the cry for double pay ; and, in the end, he did 
not hesitate to propose that his men should desert 
the banners under which they were now engaged, 
and embrace the cause of Genoa. Some few were 
base and rash enough to listen to the suggestion : 
when Zeno, learning the agitation which prevailed, 
threw himself, sword in hand, among the muti- 
neers; and, now by promises, now by threats, 
succeeded in calming the tumult. Order, how- 
ever, was not restored, until he had solemnly 
pledged himself to grant a month's additional pay 
as a gratuity, and to abandon Chiozza to their 
rapine for a period of three days. Recanati, thus 
far disap{fointed in his perfidious designs, sought 
their achievement by a yet blacker crime, and 
undertook the assassination of Zeno and his chief 
Officers. The proofs were manifest ; and Zeno 
having submitted them, on the following night, to 
a Council of War, but a few hours before the 
treachery was to have been executed, appealed to 
the honour of his Captains. With one voice, they 
indignantly disclaimed all participation in, all 
knowledge of the foul conspiracy ; and eagerly 
demanded the instant punishment of the traitor. 
Recanati was seized ; but his followers, unac- 
quainted with his guilt and deceived by his crafty 
representations, surrounded the General's tent, 
and fiercely clamoured for the release of the pri- 
soner. When Zeno presented himself before them^ 
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their blind fury was displayed in acts of the most 
daring violence. Closing round, with frightful 
outcries, they menaced him with immediate death ; 
and a sword was raised by some unknown hand, 
which, but for the good proof of his helmet, would 
liave descended fatally. The succour of his 
Officers, and of some battalions which still pre- 
served better discipline, rescued him from this new 
peril ; and the mutiny was terminated by the exe- 
cution of its chief author, who was conveyed to 
Venice, where he expiated his treason between the 
Red Columns. 

The garrison, frustrated in this last, criminal 
hope, no longer dared to supplicate for more 
than their lives. They pleaded that the inter- 
national wars had hitherto been waged without 
proceeding to the ferocity of extermination ; that 
prisoners had been mutually ransomed or ex* 
changed, and, latterly, had been released by them-^ 
selves without conditions ; that, in their own recent 
capture of Chiozza, few acts of violence had been 
perpetrated at all, and none by authority ; that if 
their defence had been obstinately protracted, it was, 
nevertheless, such as the Laws of War amply justi- 
fied; such as, in a generous enemy, would excite 
applause rather than condemnation. Finally, that 
now, vanquished, prostrate, and unarmed, they 
threw themselves upon the clemency of Venice, 
trusting to prayers and tears for that immunity 
which they had failed to gain by arms. The reply 
to their petitions was ambiguous, and couched in 
terms little calculated to inspire hope. Chains, 
they were told, were their immediate portion; 
concerning their life or death, the Slgnory would 
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^lecide hereafter. That which tliey still had to 
do, must be done quickly ! Even under the slight 
chance of mercy thus implied, surrender appeared 
preferable to the certainty of perishing yet more 
slowly and more cruelly by hunger, for bread had 
not passed their lips for many days. The mes- 
sengers returned silently and despondingly to the 
walls ; a flag was raised on the summit of a lofty 
tower, as a signal to Marufib, who, in 
obedience to it, bore to land ; when it was ^22.^ 
suddenly lowered, and the Admiral, under- 
standing the intended announcement, retired to 
Fossone. The gates were opened, the garrison 
surrendered at discretion, and the besiegers rushed 
in to pillage a City, which Venice, if she had re* 
tained the power, would have saved from spoliation, 
as a peculiar of the Dogado, Nineteen galleys 
and about four thousand three hundred prisoners 
were the sad wreck of the gallant armament which 
had occupied Chiozza for ten months, and had 
defended it for seven. After the distribution of 
the spoil and the disbandment of the mercenaries, 
the Doge, with his triumphant host, re-entered 
Venice in the Bucentaur, on the 1st of July* ; 
leaving Cliiozza under the administration of 
a Podestd. 

The War lingered on for nearly a year after the 
close of this memorable siege ; but, during the 
remainder of its course, we shall look in vain for 
the adventurous and romantic character, the rapid 
and extraordinary fluctuations which have hereto- 

* Galeazzo Gataro, (361) in opposition to every other authority, 
accuses Contarini of perjury, and states, that, in violation of his 
solemn oath, be returned to Venice on the 21it of April. 
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fore marked its events. Pisani died on shipboard, 
off the coast of PugUa, before its conclusion, and 
his remains, having been embalmed, were conveyed 
to Venice, for interment in tlie Church of St. 
Antonio. The announcement of his death was 
received with universal mourning ; for so beloved 
was this great Captain, that each Citizen appeared 
to have lost in him a friend ; and the remembrance 
of his conciliating gentleness, his unblemished 
integrity, his patience under injury, and his gene- 
rous forgetfiilness of wrong, endeared him to the 
remembrance of his Countrymen, not less than his 
matchless bravery and his unexampled services 
which had so largely contributed to enhance their 
national glory. 

The general voice proclaimed Zeno his suc- 
cessor ; and, as if the mantle of Pisani was to con* 
vey his fortunes as well as his office to its inheritor, 
scarcely was the new possessor invested with it, 
before upon him also fell the ingratitude of his 
Country. His station was fixed off Zara. That 
City, recently and strongly fortified, and defended 
by a numerous and well-appointed garrison, for- 
bade all hope of successful assault ; and Maruffo, 
safe in its harbour and under its guns, obstinately 
refused every provocation to battle. Zeno's sole 
resource was to watch his immoveable enemy, 
and, by cruising round the port, at least to prevent 

his escape. Such a service, at all times 
Oct vexatious, was now rendered far more than 

usually so, by the lateness of the season, 
the consequent boisterousness of the weather, and 
above all, by deficiency of equipment. Zeno's 
squadron, which had been hastily despatched on 
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an especial service, was inadequately provisioned 
for a tedious blockade; winter had commenced 
early, and some rude storms had shattered and 
dispersed the convoys upon which Zeno depended 
for revictualling his exhausted fleet ; bread was 
wholly wanting, and, during fifteen days, the mari- 
ners were supported on scanty rations of salted 
meat — a food which, owing to the comparative 
shortness of mediaeval voyages, had not yet become 
the staple provision of a sailor's table. Their suf- 
ferings were so acute, that little surprise could be 
felt at the murmurs raised by the Crews ; yet, it 
was not till he became doubtful of their obedience, 
that Zeno wrote home, expressing the necessity 
of a recall. Venice herself, at the moment, was 
enduring almost equal privation, for the rage of 
War, or the deficiency of harvest had rendered 
scarcity general through the North of Italy. Un- 
able to ftimish suppUes to the fleet abroad, and 
equally unable to support an increased population 
should it return home, the Signory did no more 
than order a change in the scene of operations. 
Zeno was instructed to quit the blockade of Zara, 
and to commence the siege of Marano, a town 
situated in the marshes at the embouchure of the 
Tagliamento, and furnishing a useful outpost 
against the territory of the Patriarch of Aquileia. 
Few places were mofe difficult of access, or more 
strongly protected by Nature ; it was approached 
from the sea by a narrow channel, two leagues in 
length, and nowhere of greater depth than would 
admit a vessel of the lightest draught ; this single 
inlet was moreover dry at low water. Zeno care- 
fully reconnoitred the position ; and, convinced 
VOL. J. 2 a 
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of ito impracticalMlity, he generously detarmiimd 
to enoounter the whole weight of the Senale's 
wrath in his own person^ rather than to aacriiioe 
the lives intrusted to him, in an assault which he 
perceived must be hopeless; aod, accordingly, he 
set sail for Venice. 

Hie Council learned his arrival with aatomsh** 
laent and indignation ; forbade his entraooe 
wt^n the Laguncy on pain ctf death; and da* 
puted two of their Body to command him to 
await fiirther orders on the coast of Dalmataa, 
Zeno reminded them of the hazards of the sear 
aon^ and persisted in his demand for admifltton to 
the harbour: yet they consumed three days IB 
angry deliberation; and but for the deep mur* 
murs of the seamen, which found a ready echo 
from the populace of the Capital, they would 
have persevered in refusal At length, Z»io oh* 
tained leave to rater ; and acarcely had he gained 
his moorings, when, as if for the express otm* 
firmation of his foresight, a tempest so violeitt 
arose, that had the fleet been still excluded, not a 
riiip would have escaped destruction. On landingt 
Ae Admiral and his principal Officers were intr^ 
duced to the Hall of the Council, where his manly 
and forcible statements were answered by inaulta, 
by reproaches, and even by threats. Zeno listenedy 
for the most part, in proud or temperate silenoe* 
and but once offered a reply. When hia greetiotg 
of welcome was tauntingly answered by ' You ase 
weleome as you deserve"--^^ If as we deserve/ 
he said, ^ then are we assuredly welc<Hne**' Not 

* * Sos Ua venire ut digni forent.* * Bene profeeto venimm ti 
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floone of his Captams; who, toudied by the Wf* 
juMaee offered to his Chief, boldly def^ded him. 
^ if there be any blame,' he said, ^ it belongv to 
the Government, which has issued ineonfliderafee 
orders ; not to tlie wiser Officer, who has demurred 
obeying them.' The fiiry of the Council at this 
hoseat, but unseasonable sally, forgot idl bounds : 
the crimhiAls, as they were termed, were ordered 
to withdraw; a vehemeat and tumultuous debate 
ens&ed ; and a majority of voices pronoimced for 
imprisonment Already was this ill-judged and 
inequitable vote more than suspected by the 
anxious thnmg assembled round the Palace- gates, 
and signs not to be mistaken announced the 
•torm. about to burst upon the devoted Council ; 
when Zeno, desirous to calm the popular excitation, 
%y shewing that he was still free, re-entered their 
Hall of Audience, unsummoaed. Addressing the 
Councillors^ he expressed conviction that the 
presence of a stranger was un€tting during their 
deliberations, and that he would therefore with* 
daraw, and return whenever they should send for 
him. The Council, yet more enraged at this 
frank exercise of private judgment, which they pro* 
fessed to consider as a fresh act of disobedience, 
haughtily eommanded him to remain, and shewed 
indications of employing force if he refiised. No 
longer able to control his just impatience, he m» 
ibgnantly demanded whether they wished that day 
should termmate the existence of the Republie i 
'* I look through your benches,' he exelaimed, 
* without being able to recognize a single individual 
among you who has shed one drop of blood for 
hia.Counlry. Turn to thesev and to myself on* the 

2 A 2 
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Other hand: Wt have fought; We have con- 
quered ; Wt liave borne the heat and burden of 
War. Our fortunes, our limbs, our lives have 
been devoted for your protection : and, in return 
for the countless forms of death which we have 
encountered, as a recompense for our toils, 
wounds, and perils, we are now menaced with 
chains and dungeons. Never, never let the 
Republic, saved by our activity, be dishonoured by 
your ingratitude ! Debate now, and decide accord** 
ing to your pleasure!' With these words, in 
spite of the violent exclamations of the Ohgarchsi 
he quitted the Assembly ; crossed amid £e apr 
plauses of the thousands who filled the Piazza, 
to St. Mark's ; offered his devotions at one of the 
altars, and retired to his own house. 

The Government had placed itself in a false po- 
sition. To punish Zeno, if it regarded its own 
existence, was manifestly impossible ; wholly to 
pass over his disobedience was to surrender its 
authority ; and, accordingly, as a means of extri- 
cation from this embarrassment, firesh orders for 
the siege of Marano were issued ; but, instead of 
the galleys hitherto destined for the service, a 
flotilla of li^ht boats was equipned and launched. 
Zeno's opimon of the folly of tne nroject still re- 
mained unchanged : nevertheless, naving offered 
strong remonstrances, which proved ineffectual, he 
did not hesitate to resume the command Uius 
forced upon him. His beats entered the canal of 
Marano with the tide, and the troops were disem- 
barked, and pressed a lon^ and hazardous assault 
upon the town. While anunating them at the foot 
of the ditch, Zeno was wound^ by a stone dis« 
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charged from the walls, and fell senseless ; yet, on 
his recovery, he again placed himself at the head 
of a storming column. But the tide, by this time, 
had retreated, and borne with it his boats ; the loss 
of the Venetians had been severe ; the Patriarch was 
advancing with fresh troops, and it was not with- 
out great peril and difficulty that Zeno retreated 
through the marshes, and regained his flotilla. 
The Senate had obtained his obedience, and, per* 
haps, it did not lament his defeat. 

All parties were now fatigued with a war in 
which idl had been losers. On the conti- 
nent, Treviso still held out for Venice ; but f^^r 
it was blockaded by an overpowering force, 
and sorely distressed by famine. Stores, men, 
and treasure were equally wanting in the Capital; 
and the Republic, conscious of her incapacity to 
relieve or to retain her possessions in the March, 
wisely resolved to profit to the utmost by their 
abandonment. The bitter enmity which Carrara, 
the author of the present contest, had exhibited, 
his ambitious temper, his crafty policy, and the 
close vicinity of his hereditary dominions rendered 
him the most dangerous Power under which the 
Trevisano could pass ; and, in ceding this terri- 
tory, the object of so much pride during more 
than forty years* sway, the Signory felt that not 
only their shame, but their loss also would be more 
than doubled, if these contributed to the aggran- 
dizement of the Lord of Padua. The Duke of 
Austria was a Prince of far greater power ; and 
though to invite him as a neighbour to their very 
borders was a step not unattended with danger, 
yet it was a danger in every way far inferior to 
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diat whidi they anticipated from Cftiraxa. The 
Auttrian hereditary States were remote; and it 
was possible that Leopold, while he averted the 
progress of their most inveterate foe, m^ht never 
be able firmly to establish his own sway in Italy« 
To him, therefore, in the first instance, the oeasioii 
of the Trevisano was offered; and when, having' 
eagerly accepted the propossd, he marched ten 

thousand men to take possession oi his 
Mfty. new territory, the Venetians despatched a9 

embassy of congratulation on his acqiare- 
m^nt of a dominion virtually wrested from m^f 
selves. We shall perceive that the wiles of Car- 
rara rendered this Soverdgnty but nominal, and, 
.even in name, but short lived. The presence of an 
Austrian force to dispute a territory whidi bad 
almost become his own by right of conquest, 
jcould not but alarm him ; and the secession of ^ 
King of Hungary from any active share in tlie 
Xeagne which he had formed, contributed to awa- 
ken an anxious desire for Peace. At this juncture, 
Amadeus VI., Count of Savoy, jcnntly with At 
Republic of Florence, proposed a mediation be* 
tween the contending parties, and a Congress was 
assembled at Turin. The Treaty was finally con- 
cluded on the 8^ of August, on the following^ 
basis : That each Republic should retain its con*- 
quests, excepting those within the Gulf of Venice 
which Genoa should restore: That each should re» 
nounce its commerce at the mouth of the Don : 
That Tenedos should be evacuated by the Venetians, 
and surrendered to the occupation of the Duke of 
Savoy, who, at the close of two years, should de* 
molish its fortifications, before its ultimate .mllol^ 
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ment was decided; each Republic agreeing to 
place one hundred thousand crowns in the hands 
of Flormce, as a security for the fulfilment of this 
condition : That Carrara should restore to Venice 
Cavanzero and Moranzeno, and raze all his.newiy 
constructed forts on the frontiers of the Dogado ; 
That he should receive in return the Castle of Cu- 
rano, and be released from all demands of arrears 
conceived to be owing before the War. The 
boundary line between the Venetian and Paduan 
territories was to be regulated by arbitrators ap- 
pointed by the two mediating Powers. 

There remains only the pleasing task of record- 
ing the honourable discharge of the promises 
which the Venetiaif Government had held out as 
encouragements to patriotism during this memo- 
rable contest. Thirty Families were ennobled ; and 
the list which is preserved to us of the names and 
conditions of the persons elevated proves, beyond 
doubt, the integrity of the Electors. At the head 
is placed Giacopo de' Cavalli, the Veronese, who 
had commanded the army of the Republic ; and 
among the others were found the Grand Chan- 
cellor of Venice, two noble Candiotes, a banker, 
five ordinary tradesmen, six who bore the simple 
style of citizens, one called a merchant, five to 
whose names no title is appended, and eight ar- 
tisans. No more illustrious source of Nobility can 
be imagined ; and it is to -be wished that ail the 
Families thus founded had continued to exist while 
the Republic itself endured. But the Abb^ Laugier, 
who was well acquainted with the society and the 
internal constitution of Venice, and who wrote 
not quite four centuries after the occurrence of the 
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events which we have been relating, tells us, that 
at that moment scarcely seven or, at the utmost, 
eight representatives survived of the Nobles of 
the Genoese war, — I Nobili della Guerra di 
Genoa. 




Venetian Admiral and General. 
From Titian. 
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CHAPTER IX 

FROM AJ). 1882 TO AJ). 140S. 

Acquisition of the Trevisano by Carrara— Antonio della Scala— 
Early History of Gioyanni Galeazso Visconti— His Alliance with 
Venice against Carrara — Abdication of Francesco Vecchio— Sur- 
render of Padua by Francesco Novello— He is treacherously de- 
tained Prisoner— Jealousy between Venice and Milan— Escape of 
Francesco Novello^His romantic Adventures— He recovers Pa^. 
dua— His magnificent Entertainment at Venice— Death of Fran- 
cesco Vecchio— Affairs of the East— Bajaset— New Crusade — 
Fatal Battle of Nicopolis— Erection of Milan into a Duchy— Gon- 
saga of Mantua^Domestic Evente in Venice— Visit of the Em- 
peror Robert— Death of Gioyanni Galeaszo Visconti. 



DOGES. 

A.D. 

Andrba Contarini. 
1382. Lxiii. Michaels MoROsua. 
— Lxiv. Antonio Venibro. 

1400. LXY. MiCHABLB StBMO. 



The close of the great struggle which we have 
been relating left each of the combatants almost 
equally exhausted ; both had suffered deeply under 
defeat ; neither had been a permanent gainer by 
victory. The short occupation of Chiozza had 
cost the Genoese a fleet and an army. The pur- 
chase of Peace by the Venetians, even after their 
final success, was not attained at a less price than 
the cession of Tenedos, and of the sole Province 
which they possessed on Terra firma. Neverthe- 
less, from the moment of the Treaty of Turin, we 
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shall perceive Genoa, though her power was ap- 
parently increased by it, rapidly verging to decline ; 
while Venice retrieved her losses, extended her 
commerce, and mamtahiCKl her independent So- 
vereignty unshaken. 

Contarini, worn by age and the toils of a la- 
borious campaign, survived but a few months after, 
the signature of Peace ; and when Carlo Zeno was 
proposed as his successor, the full spirit of Vene- 
tian policy manifested itself in his rejection. It 
was not on account of his virtues, his talents, or 
his glory, that the Republic wished to select her 
Prince. On the ccmtrary, those qualities formed 
so many barriers against the elevation of tl^ 
possessor ; and if Zeno had been less brave, less 
noble-minded, and less generous, he might, per- 
haps, have attained the unenviable distinction of 
the Ducal bonnet. The choice of the Electors 

was directed to Mich able Morosini, a 
1882' Noble of illustrious birth, derived from a 

stock which, coeval with the Hepublic it- 
self, had produced the Conqueror ot Tyre, given 
a Queen to Hungary, and more than one Doge to 
Venice. The brilliancy of this descent was tar- 
nished in the present chief representative of the 
Family, by the most base and grovelling avarice : 
for, at that moment in the recent war at which all 
other Venetians were devoting their whole fortunes 
to the service of the State, Morosini sought, ia 
the distresses of his Country, an caning for his 
own private enrichment; and employed his ducats, 
not in the assistance of the National wants, but in 
speculating upon houses which were brought to 
market at a price far beneath their real value, and. 
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wiiich, upon the return oi Pe^kce, msrured the pur- 
chaser a four-fold proUt *• What matters the fall, 
of Venke to me^ so as I fall not together with 
ker i' was his selfish and sordid r^y to some oae 
wbo expressed surprise at the transaction. His 
retgn was but of short duration. The Plague swept 
twenty thousand souls from the Lagune, and among 
^m p(»ished Morosini, alter he had enjoyed tlte 
'Dogeship not more than four months. 

Before the election of Antonio Venieho, Car- 
rara had succeeded in his views upon the Trevi- 
sano, after employing every artifice which the 
subtiity of m experienced diplomatist could sug- 
gest to delay its occupation by the troops of 
Leopold. Whenever they presented themselves 
before any town of the Province, they were amused 
by promises and protestations ; countless difficul- 
ties on points of form were raised as to immediate 
surrender; gold was lavished on the Austrian 
Commanders; the Paduan garrisons were strength- 
ened ; and, in order to gain yet farther time, ne- 
gotiations were sedulously opened with the Duke. < 
Z^opold was ill prepared to win by arms posses- ; 
sion of the territory which had been peaceably 
peded to him ; for other cares, nearer home, dis- 
tracted his attention and his forces. His Treasury 
was exhausted ; and he gladly, therefore, Ustened 
to the offer of 80,000 ducats made by Carrara for 
a Province far from his hereditary States, and in 
which he felt little hope of permanently establish- 
ing himselll 

Venice was deeply mortified at this failure of a 
project which had been considered a master-stroke 
of policy, and another neighbouring Power was nd 
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less displeased with this extension of the dominions 
of Carrara. Antonio della Scala, a bastard of the 
noble House whose name he bore, had won his 
way to the throne of Verona by the assassination 
of his brother ; and he now viewed with a sus- 
picious eye the increasing ascendancy of Padua. 
The murder of his brother was not the only crime 
charged against him ; for, in order to exterminate 
afaimlywhich, by its pretensions, might endanger 
his throne, he had put to a death of horrible tor- 
ture the mistress] and children of his first victim, 
falsely imputing to them the unnatural deed of 
blood which himself had committed. Carrara 
openly testified his abhorrence of this complicated 
wickedness ; and personal resentment on that ac- 
count, no less than ambition, stimulated Della Scala 
to project the overthrow of the Lord of Padua. 
The promise of a tempting subsidy secured his 
alliance with Venice ; and he concluded a secret 
Treaty, by which, in consideration of the receipt 
of 25,000 florins per month, he agreed to employ 
his whole forces in the proposed war, to strip 
Carrara of his dominions, and to permit the re- 
occupation of the Trevisano by the Venetians. 

The arms of Delia Scala were unsuccessful, 
and he was twice signally defeated, with grievous 
loss, at Brentella and at Castegnaro*. Venice, 
during these transactions, had supported him, 
not by troops but by subsidies. Yet, although 
she forebore from appearing openly in the field, 

* Oaleacco Gataro, apud Muratori, zvli., 679. In the frequent 
use of Oataro, made intiie remainder of this Chapter, a translation 
by Mr. David Byrne (Edinburgh, 1S80) has been mneli employed. 
Our references are to the original. 
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the mystery of her alliance was soon penetrated hy 
Carrara, who gained by his bribes the assistance 
of an Awogaaore and of a Member of the XL, 
and thus obtained full revelation of the secrets of 
the Great Council. The discovery of this intrigue 
justly consigned the traitors to the executioner ; 
and, at the same time, compelled the Lord of 
Padua to strengthen himself against the expected 
vengeance of the Republic. !^r this purpose, he 
looked around among the neighbouring Princes 
for an ally sufficiently powerful to insure his 
safety ; and, from the superior advantages which 
one, more especially, appeared to offer, it was not 

Srobable that his choice would long remain un- 
ecided. 
The new actor who now appeared upon the 
Political Theatre, not a little increased the intri- 
cacy of its Drama ; and though, during the first 
scenes, he espoused the interests of Carrara, in the 
catastrophe he contributed mainly to the events 
which prepared his fall. Towards the close of the 
preceding century, the Family of Visconti had es- 
tablished itself in the Sovereignty of Milan, which 
it had since maintained, at first, owing to the great 
qualities of those by whom it was swayed, and 
latterly, by their dissimulation and fearlessness of 
crime. Giovanni Galeazzo Visconti, by a mar- 
riage with a daughter of France, claimed the title 
of Comte de Vertti, a small fief in Champagne ; 
and, on the death of his father, in 1378, he suc- 
ceeded to the Grovemment of a moiety of Lom- 
bardy, and fixed his Court at Pavia. His uncle, 
Bemabo, with whom he shared the Sceptre, resided 
at Milan, and, from an anxiety to increase thepor- 
tiona of Ids children by the heritage of hisnephew» 
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lie organised a series of ocmtpiraeief agaioiit fail 
person and power, which Galeazzo, by his wmr 
ness, quietly frustoated, without betraying that hm 
had discovered them. By an affectation of devo* 
tion, Galeazzo succeeded in concealing from liii 
uncle bo& his resentment and his intentions of 
revenge: he appeared in public, attended by 
Ecclesiastics ; a rosary was never absent from hu 
hands ; his days were employed in pilgrimages ; 
his nights in penance. The suspicions of Ber« 
nabo, if indeed ne ever entertained any, were lulled 
to rest by this semblance of superstitious weak* 
ness; and he heard, without apprehension, tii«t 
his nephew was a^^oaching Milan, on a visit to a 
Chapel of the Virgin near the Lago Maggi(Hn, 
though his progress was accompanied by an escort 
of more than customary numbers. Part, indeed, 
of Galeazzo's policy hod been to display cowardice 
as well as superstition ; and, under the pretext of 
dread of assassination, he had surrounded himsdf 
with a powerfiil body-guard. With a train of two 
thousand horse, he now moved on towards dio 
Capital of Lombardy, and Bemabo, with his two 
eldest sons and a few attendants of state^ rode 
out to salute him, intimating, with a smile, to tboae 
who cautioned him, tliat his nephew was too miidi 
of a Saint to meditate treachery. Scaaraely, how^ 
ever, had the first greetings passed, when GAletno 
made a sign to Giacopo dal Venne and others of hb 
confidential followers, who surrounded Bemabs, 
seized the bridle of his mule, cut his sword finoni 
his belt, and hurried him with his sons to prison. 
His oppression had weaned from him the aflfectiwi 
of his subjects, and his allies regarded hia.faH 
with indifference : no attempt, dMr&re» wao i 
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tat lus delivenmee during a ca^thritf of seven 
montliB ; in the course of whicli, the strength of his 
eoBstitution, or of his antidotes, resisted frequent 
attempts which were made to despatch him hy 
poison, till, at length, in the close of 13B5, he be* 
oame its victim. Galeazzo, having peaceably 
imited both divisions of Lombardy under his single 
rule, threw aside the mask of Religion which he 
had hitherto success^ly worn, and abandoned 
himself to projects of ambition. 

The troubled condition of the States which bor^ 
dered upon his own dominions aflbrded rich pro- 
mise of gain to Viscontt ; and, by fomenting the dif- 
ferenees between Padua and 'Verona, he reasonably 
hoped to moks both of them his prey. After the 
defeat of Delia Scala at Brentella, he had secretly 
offered his alliance, at the same moment, to each 
of the contending parties ; and, although, at the time 
each had avoided the snare, nevertheless Carrara, 
now flushed by his second victory, thought such 
Sttccour alone was wanting to complete the total 
mbjugation of his enemy. A Treaty was accord- 
ingly concluded for the partition of Delia Scala*8 
dominions, by which Galeazzo was to retain 
Verona, and Vicenza was to fall to Carrara. ^; 
The conquest was readily effected ; but 
Viflconti, once in possession of both Cities, refused 
to trandSer the stipulated portion to his ally. 

Delia Scala, ruined by these losses, found an 
asylum in Venice, and, in exchange for his Prin* 
oipality, received the empty honour of enrolment 
in her Golden Book. Visconti waa the sole gainer 
hy hU overthrow, which he considered only as apre- 
Ittde to yet more important successes. In order to 
eeeure his ulterior objectaiy he entered into secret 
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negotiations with Venice, the ohject of which wag 
the spoliation of his Paduan ally ; and when Carrara 
implored the aid of the Signory to compel Visconti 
to the fulfilment of the conditions of his Treaty, 
he was answered hy a cold refusal, speedily suc- 
ceeded hy open hostilities. The Repuhlic, indeed, 
had little interest in the aggrandizement of either 
of these dangerous neighbours, but, in her choice 
of alliance, a connexion with Visconti appeared far 
the most profitable of the two. His territonea 
were sufficiently remote from the Lagune to ren- 
der them difficult of conquest in case of war, while 
those of Carrara lay immediately at hand, and, from 
his comparative weakness, seemed of easier attain- 
ment. It was agreed that the Trevisano should 
revert to Venice, and that certain forts on the bor- 
ders of the Lagune^ which disquieted her, should 
be destroyed ; in return for which benefits, she en- 
gaged to furnish a small contingent. Visconti, upon 
whom it was manifest that the chief military bur- 
den was to fall, sought more for the concurrence of 
the Republic in designs which she might otherwise 
impede, than for her active co-operation, and he 
willingly provided the requisite materieL Asa 
pledge of his fidelity, and an assurance that he was 
not about to repeat towards Venice a fraud simUar 
to that which he had recently practised on the Lord 
of Padua, he solicited that Carlo Zeno might be 
allowed to enter his service, and he confided to 
him the Grovemment of Milan. 

It was in June, 1388, that the unfortunate Fran- 
cesco Vecchio, surrounded by traitors in 
^^- his Cabinet, and rejected by every foreign 
Power to which he applied for aid, sum- 
moned his Council, and laid before it the hope- 
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lessness of his affairs. He was hemmed in, he 
said, between the arms of Lombardy and Venice. 
The Marquis d'Este, the Lord of Mantua, and the 
City Udino had coalesced with his yet mightier 
enemies. The Marquis of Ferrara refused a pas- 
sage through his dominions to any succours which 
Bologna, Florence, or Rome might be prevailed 
upon to send him. The Emperor had been bought 
by Visconti ; the Dukes of Austria and Bavaria 
demanded a larger subsidy than his exhausted 
Treasury could furnish ; and, finally, discontent and 
disaffection pervaded every class of his own sub* 
jects. This melancholy picture was by no means 
overcharged, and long and tumultuous debates sue** 
oeeded its representation ; for scarcely a voice in 
the Council was unbribed by Visconti. Some cla- 
moured for the deposition of Francesco Vecchio, 
and an immediate surrender to Milan ; others 
proposed that he should be delivered up to the 
Venetians ; a third party, and it was supported by 
the populace, demanded his abdication, and the 
appointment of his son in his stead. Nor were 
there wanting those who were sufficiently frontless 
to propose violent measures to the young Prince; 
to urge him to throw his aged Father into prison, 
and to seize upon his authority. Such a step, they 
assured him, would conciliate popularity at home, 
and, at the same time, would satisfy both the Ve- 
netians and Galeazzo, who were chiefly animated 
by personal enmity to his Father. Francesco No- 
vello, who, in trying moments, appears never to 
have been wanting in generosity, in affection, or 
in courage, indignantly spumed this unnatural 
proposal, and avowed that he would endure any 
VOL. I. 2 b 
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extremity of fortime rather than fail in duty to his' 
parent 

After two days passed in hot contentions among 
the Paduan leaders, in feebleness and vacillation 
by the elder Carrara, and in loud expressions of 
disgust and sedition by the populace, who believed 
that they were about to be sold, like cattle, to Ve- 
nice or to Milan, the aged Prince agreed to the 
proposed abdication. The Citizens were assembled, 
and proceeded, according to ancient forms in the 
days of Paduan freedom, to elect four Amiead, a 
Gonfaloniere of Justice, and a Syndic. Before 
this Tribunal, the reasons which induced Francesco 
Vecchio to resign his authority were explained, 
and his son was recommended as his most fitting 
successor. The Baton, the Gonfalon, the Book 
of Statutes, and other ensigns of power were de- 
posited in the hands of the Magistrates ; and the 
Gonfaloniere^ having addressed a few laudatory 
words to the young Prince, confirmed his investi- 
ture by the presentation of these insignia, and, in 
the name of the whole People, proclaimed him Cap- 
tain and Lord of Padua. On the following day, 
the 30*^ of June, the abdicated Prince retired to 
Treviso, of which City he had retained to himself 
the Sovereignty. 

On the morrow of his accession, Francesco 
Novello received two trumpets of defiance from 
the allied Camps. He replied to Visconti by in- 
forming him of the recent revolution; adding, 
that the defiance, therefore, could not be intended 
for him, and respectfully commending himself to 
his favour and protection. To Venice, he com- 
plained of the infraction of an alliance of thirty 
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years, and professed his desire for peace with all 
men, especially with their Republic. But the 
change of masters in Padua had produced no 
change of hostile sentiments in the coalition 
formed against her independence. The Signory, 
without deigning an answer, commanded the En- 
voy immediately to quit their City ; and Visconti 
sarcastically expressed his opinion that the policy 
of the Paduan Lords would still remain unaltered, 
by the application of one of those expressive pro- 
verbs in which Italy abounds, *• Sons of cats are 
fond of mice!* 

Few events of interest marked the ensuing cam- 
paign. The allies advanced under Giacomo dal 
Verme with uninterrupted success; for treason 
was rife in the Camp as well as in the Councils 
of their foe. Carrara was not wanting to himself 
either in the field or in his Capital ; but the perfidy 
of his troops rendered his own bravery unavailing, 
and the disaffection of his subjects, heightened by 
their sufferings and their fears, was not to be 
conciliated by the lavish sacrifices which he 
made in surrendering his private funds for the 
payment of debts contracted by his Father. By 
November all was lost ; Padua was closely be- 
leaguered, the surrounding country pillaged and 
laid waste. The murmurs of the Citizens were 
but a prelude to more open denunciations by the 
Council, and Carrara was at length informed that 
liis opposition would be vain, his reclamation un- 
heeded, and that the City would be surrendered 
to Visconti. During a brief communication with 
his family, he was consoled and supported by the 
noble spirit of his Lady, Madonna Taddea, a 

2b2 
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daughter not unworthy of the illustrious House 
of Este, from which she sprang. ' I think, my 
Lord,' said this high-minded Princess, when her 
opinion was asked, ^ that it is a happier and a 
better thing to die free, than to live in bondage, 
and, therefore, I approve of your setting forthf 
before these base Councillors can betray us ! * 
These words, in unison with his own feelings, 
confirmed him in adopting the design which he 
had himself projected ; and, having ascertained 
from Giacomo dal Verme that he had full autho- 
rity to open a Treaty, he surrendered to him the 
City and Castle of Padua. The conditions stipu- 
lated that Carrara, with his whole family and a 
retinue of two hundred persons, should receive a 
safe conduct to visit Pavia, and to return thence 
if he so pleased. There, it was his hope to con- 
clude Peace with Visconti ; but, if he failed, his 
Capital which he now ceded was to be restored. 
Dal Verme swore on the sacrament to observe 
these terms inviolably. 

As Carrara quitted his Palace, the populace, 
instigated by the Council, rushed in and plundered 
it. At the City gate he met Dal Verme, who, a& 
an evil augury for his fidelity, took military pos- 
session of the surrendered posts, with more than 
six times the numbers which had been arranged by 
the Treaty. As the fallen Prince advanced on hi» 
route, almost every town was in revolt ; and at 
Moncelise, and at Este, he was received with 
insulting cries of Viva il Conte di Firtu! At 
Verona and at Brescia, on the other hand, he wa» 
greeted with respect; and, in the former, he leflhis 
Lady while he proceeded to Milan. There also 
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he was honourably entertained, and his suspicions 
were not awakened till, by repeated excuse^, Vis- 
conti deferred the promised conference at Pavia, 
and, at length, denied the Lady Taddea permission 
to rejoin her husband. * Now is my safe conduct 
broken indeed ! * was Carrara's exclamation, when 
he learned tbis bitter refusal. 

Meantime, similar frauds had been practised to 
secure the person of the elder Carrara at Treviso* 
He was invited to visit Galeazzo at Pavia, and 
Francesco Novello was unwillingly compelled to 
urge his adoption of this perilous step. A mes- 
senger whom he secretly despatched to warn his 
Father of his danger, and of the compulsion undef 
which himself had acted, proved treacherous, and 
this circumstance combined with the aged Prince's 
defenceless situation to hurry him to his ruin. The 
poor old man, as Gataro vividly describes the 
melancholy scene *, sat with clasped hands, lis- 
tening to the harangues of the Envoys. When 
they were concluded, he made a strong eflFort to 
clear his countenance, and, steadfastly regarding 
them in his accustomed grave and dignified man- 
ner, he replied, that, in so far as he could see, there 
was no alternative. He then demanded a safe con-* 
duct, and the chief Envoy, Spineta, swore to ob-* 
serve its conditions ; as, we are told, he would have 
sworn to observe any others which might have 
been proposed. Treviso received a Milanese gar-» 
rison, and Carrara proceeded in mournful caval- 
cade to Verona, where, on alighting from his 
carriage, he was greeted by his daughter-in-law. 
Madonna Taddea, who threw herself at his feet, 

* Andrea Gaf aro, 686. 
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and, weeping bitterly, embraced his knees. The 
old man gently raised her ; first kissed the Lady 
herself with tears in his eyes, and then her chil- 
dren — a scene which the spectators did not regaid 
without deep emotion. When, on the morrow, he 
spoke of prosecuting his journey to Pavia, he was 
informed that he could not be permitted to depart 
tiU the receipt of further orders from Visconti, and 
he then, for the first time, became sensible of hia 
captivity. He remained at Verona till the conat« 
mencement of the following year, when he waa 
transferred to Cremona. 

The Trevisano was thus wrested from Carram, 
but it was not without some difficulty that it was 
recovered by Venice, for the Milanese near its Ca» 
pital were much superior in force to their allies; 
and Visconti endeavoured to profit by this nume- 
rical advantage. But the Republic was strong in 
partizans within the walls ; and when Dal Veime 
entered with his troops, and raised the standard of 
Milan on the Citadel, his ears were deafened mOk 
shouts of Viva San Marco i His threats of mi- 
litary punishment tended only to exasperate Ae 
Citizens; they ran to arms, and barricaded the 
streets till the arrival of the Venetian contingent ; 
when the Ic^ tone assumed by the Praoveditoriy 
joined with the decided expression of popular 
feeling, induced the Milanese General to desist 
from his ^thless project. Treviso was not the 
only acquisition which this War obtained for Ve- 
nice ; since yet earlier, in 1386, the quarrel with 
Carrara had been employed as a pretext for the 
recovery of Corfu, wmch had been possessed and 
colonized by Venice nearly two centuries before. 

Notwithstanding these fruits of their alliance 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DSSIOK9 OF OIAN-OAI.BAZZ0 VlSCONTI. 375 

ymth Yiscoilti, it was not possible but that the 
Venetians must early discover the disadvantages 
of that connexion. The two Houses of Delia Scala 
and of Carrara, sufficiently strong to maintain 
independence if supported by the Republic, weie 
otherwise too weak to inspire reasonable jea* 
lousy; and, while Padua and Verona continued 
to form for her so many outworks against the dan- 
gerous amhition of Galeazzo, her superior force and 
wealth might always retain their Signors in virtual, 
if not in avowed vassalage. Yet, she had per- 
mitted herself, through a blind hope of immediate 
gain, to abandon one of these neighbours to de- 
struction, after having stimulated hmi to war, and 
to assist more actively in the sacrifice of the other, 
m order to promote ^ aggrandisement of Vifik* 
Gonti, the most powerful, the most aspiring, and the 
most perfidious of the Italian Princes. The reve* 
aues of Lombardy were rich and unembarrassed ; 
her master retained a larger force in his pay than 
any other European Monarch; he swayed his 
hereditary dominions with absolute despotism ; and, 
great as was his power, it was far exceeded by 
his ambition. Italy itself was the deep stake fot 
which he played ; and his vast means conspired 
with his personal qualities to place the chances of 
the game much in his favour. Singularly contrast- 
ing personal timidity with moral hardihood, — whMe 
he avoided the field, and not only secluded himself 
in his Palace, strongly fortified and garrisoned; 
but employed unusual precautions to guard him- 
self against his very guards — ^he was instant in 
decision, firm in danger, undiscouraged by failure. 
No remorse fpr crime, no respect for fidelity in* 
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terrupted his dark, but certain policy : and, one by- 
one, he overthrew or he undermined every obstacle 
which intervened between himself and his final 
goal. Such was the neighbour whose standard 
Venice, with her own hands, had assisted to plant 
on the coasts of the Adriatic and the borders of 
the Lagune, 

The attempt upon Treviso, and some undisguised 
avowals which Yisconti had felt himself sufficiently 
strong to utter, contributed to open the eyes of the 
Republic to the dangers wliich had been created 
in great part by her own improvident avarice ; 
and the change of policy to which she was led is 
remarkable even in this History of fickleness* 
3he entered into a Treaty with Francesco Novello, 
whom she had recently dethroned, for the express 
purpose of his Restoration. The first months of 
that Prince's captivity at Milan were passed in 
^navailing complaints, and useless but natural 
remonstrances. To these, a wiser course sue* 
ceeded ; and, by entering upon a ceaseless round 
of pleasure, he endeavoured to persuade GaleazzQ 
that he had at length become reconciled to his 
fortunes. The Capital re-echoed with festivity ; 
and the banquet, the bridal-feast, and the touma^i 
ment were always graced by the presence of Car* 
rara. Visconti, nevertheless, was far too wary to 
be deceived ; and, when this change of habits waa 
reported to him, he again employed a proverb, 
• Every animal may be tamed except the Fox.* 
Francesco took one step farther; ne appeared 
before the Council, and there, solemnly resigning 
all pretensions to Padua, he threw himself, wholly 
and unconditionally, on the generosity and kindness 
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of the Comte de Virtd. Whether Galeazzo now 
believed in the sincerity of his captive, or whether, 
as is more prohahle, he was shamed into conces- 
sion, cannot be decided; but he returned his 
hearty thanks, accepted the renunciation, gave 
permission for the Lady Taddea to visit Milan, 
and provided ample funds for her journey. Though 
Carrara's affections were engrossed by the renewal 
of that domestic happiness which he so ardently 
cherished, he still pretended a greater fondness for 
amusements than before, and appeared to cultivate 
an intimacy the most confidential with Galeazzo* 
The Count, on the other hand, sent him many 
courteous messages ; and, according to the fashion 
of the times, many rare delicacies for his table* 
He even pretended that he had it in contempla« 
tion to make over to him, in perpetuity, the Signory 
of Lodi. 

Meantime, Francesco found means to establish 
communication with his Father, with Padua, and 
with Venice. To a confidential agent of the first, 
he explained two designs which he meditated for 
the death of Galeazzo ; both of them sufficiently 
evincing his undaunted bearing and carelessness 
of life. One was, to accost his enemy singly in 
the streets of Pavia, and, when near enough, to 
run him through the body. * It is true,' he iddedf 
^ that I can scarcely escape being cut to pieces, 
but many of our Family will remain. The tyrant's 
nephews, Aluise and Carlo Visconti, who are now 
in his dungeons, will succeed to the throne, and, 
by them, my Father and my Children will be re- 
quited for my good service. But this plan is 
dangerous, and might fail.' The second scheme 
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was equally daring, and far less rash. Tlie man 
who resolves to sacrifice his own life, may, for the 
most part, command that of his enemy ; yet such 
double murder^ like a]l other mere violence, is hat 
a coarse and clumsy instrument, requiring strengUi 
rather than address for its management. Carram, 
in this instance, looked to safety as well as to re- 
venge. *' The Count,' he said, ' goes huntmg on 
Tuesdays, in great state. His servants and officeisi 
with dogs, hawks, and all the implements oi chase, 
ride first — ^next, the ladies of the Court — ^next, the 
Count, with one of the Ladies of his family on the 
crupper, or on a palfrey by his side — next, the 
Gentlemen of the Court — and after these, and 
dosing the train, ^ee hundred horsemen, of 
whom fifty are in steel corslets. My own retainers 
amount to sixty, all chosen men, completely armed 
and well mounted. Now, as they are passings 
and just as the Count comes opposite the inner 
gate of my house, we will charge them with taneee 
in rest, shouting '^ Aluise and Carlo Visconti \** 
The suddenness of this shock must prove hrresisl- 
ible; the Count and those about him will be 
borne down; the rest will take to flight; die 
partizans of Bemabo will rise and liberate liie 
sons, while I seize one of the gates and secure U 
l^treat for myself and my friends*.' 

Through tlie weakness of the follower to whom' 
these designs were confidentially imparted, and the 
treachery of a fellow-courtier who artfully extracted 
them from him, they were discovered to Galeazzo ; 
but he received the intelligence with cold dianks, 
and seemingly attached little credit to it Carrara^ 

* Andrea' Oataro, 71S: ' 
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however^ infonned of the revelation, deemed it 
prudent to accept a retirement which had been 
previously offered him at Cortasone^ and pro* 
ceeded thither on a liberal allowance. The Castle 
which he now occupied was almost in ruins, but 
the surrounding country was agreeable and fruit* 
fill ; and the new inhabitant seemingly devoted 
himself to agriculture and the chase. His first 
acts were well calculated to win affection fix»m the 
oppressed vassals whom he found on the estate ; 
and who, being Guelphs, loudly testified their dis* 
pleasure at b^g transferred to a Ghibelin. He 
promised that they should discover in him no 
difference of party ; he declared that he did not 
come among them to interfere with any individual's 
property ; and, by a formal Instrument, he released 
them, for a period of ten years, from all feodal 
burdens and imposts, except the provision of 
wood, labour, and carriages, for the repairs of the 
Castle. 

Nor were they peasants only whom this frank 
demeanour and open-handed bounty attached to 
his person, but even the Governor of Asti culti- 
vated his friendship, and, at an early period, gave 
a signal proof of esteem, by informing him of 
a design upon his life. Visconti, it seems, either 
at length believing the reports which he had at 
first treated lightly, or willing to disburden him«< 
self of an expensive, if not a dangerous prisoner, 
had resolved upon his assassination ; and the Go- 
vernor acquainted him with this foul intention. 
Cortasone was no longer a secure abode for Car* 
rara, and, although uncertain of an asylum else- 
wl^ere^ he resolved to quitit. No adventures of any 
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individual which we can call to mind, excite mor^ 
vivid interest, or are more deeply tinctured witli 
romance than those which Carrara encountered ini 
consequence of this determination ; and, in tracing 
them, we are obliged more than once to reassure 
ourselves that we are engaged not on a feble of 
imagination, but on an authentic and well-avpuched 
History* 

Some Florentine merchants in Asti assisted 
him in negotiating with the authorities of their 
Capital ; and, all things being favourably arranged 
for his flight, he asked a guide and an escort fron) 
the Governor, in whom he reposed entire confi- 
dence ; at the same time giving out that it was 
his intention, in company with his Lady, to satisfy 
a vow, by a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. An- 
tonio at Vienne. To that town, accordingly, he 
hastened with the utmost speed, and passed oil 
through Avignon to Marseilles. Receiving intel- 
ligence that the Captain of that City was preparing 
to arrest him, he embarked without delay, and 
saved himself but by a moment ; for an attendant, 
who was mistaken for him, was seized and thrown 
into prison. But the season was unfavourable for 
a voyage ; the Lady Taddea was far advanced in 
pregnancy; and the violence of the equinoctial 
gales exposed her to so great suflering, that she 
earnestly implored to pursue her journey by land« 
The affections of Francesco could not resist this 
appeal, although he well knew the additional peril 
to which consent exposed hun. Disembarking, 
therefore, with only two attendants, he order^ 

* The following detidls occupy a large portion of GataroVi Cliro- 
tticle, to which, in this instance, oar reference mnat be general. 
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the master of the vessel to proceed slowly along 
the coast ; and, having hired an ass, on which the 
Lady Taddea was placed, himself being on foot, 
they advanced for two days through a difficult and 
intricate country chiefly occupied by Ghibelins 
and dependents of Visconti, At Frerezzo, they 
again went on board, and, after encountering a 
heavy gale, passing Nice and Monaco, they arrive^ 
at Torbio, Here, when preparing to repose them- 
selves in the town, they were informed that the 
Ch^telain was a creature of the Comte de Yirtik, 
and they were compelled to lodge for the night in 
a ruined church on the beach. When they arose 
in the morning, sleepless and harassed, the stormy 
appearance of the sea forbade re-embarkation, ana 
they again commenced along day's march to Yen- 
timiglia. In that town, their party, although small, 
excited attention and curiosity ; and it was reported 
to the Podestdj by the busy suspicions of the pea- 
sants, that a man with four companions, two of 
them women, had arrived at the Osteria beyond 
the gate ; that one of the women, by her demean- 
our, was manifestly a personage of high station ; 
and that, judging by those who surrounded her, 
there could be little doubt it was a case of forcible 
abduction. The Magistrate, deceived by these 
representations, despatched an Officer, with ten 
soldiers, to bring the travellers before him. Fran- 
cesco, when they overtook him, fought his way to 
the shore, and succeeded in getting his Lady and 
her attendants on ship-board ; but he himself, be- 
ing last, was overpowered and taken prisoner. The 
Officer charged the Captain of the vessel not to 
Sail, as he valued his life ; and demanded the name 
of his prisoner. When informed that it was the 
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late Lord of Padua, he ordered his men to fail 
back and ground their arms ; and, advancing with 
an air of respect, proffered obedience, and asked 
pardon ; adding, that he was a Guelph, and bad 
once served the House of Padua. On receiving 
this assurance, Francesco requested that he might 
be escorted to the Castle, where the Podesta^ 
having listened to his explanation, supplied him 
with provisions, and reconducted him to his 
ship. 

A favourable wind bore the fugitives rapidly to 
the territory of the Marquis of Carreiro. Towards 
evening, they again landed with the same com- 
panions as before ; and, anxious to hasten through 
a district in which they were beset by enemies, 
they travelled during the whole night on foot. At 
break of day, exhausted by hunger and fatigue, 
they procured some food from a neighbouring cot- 
tage ; and while some shared this homely fare, the 
others kept guard among the surrounding trees. 
While thus occupied, a stranger approached, and 
inquiring for the Lord of Padua, in the name of 
Donati, his chief friend at Florence, produced the 
countersigns with which Carrara had furnished his 
agent, the halves of broken dice and of some 
coins bearing his own impress. These corre- 
sponded with the tallies ; and Carrara, satisfied of 
the good faith of the messenger, accompanied him 
on board a vessel in waiting to convey them to 
Genoa. On their passage, once again they en- 
countered a storm ; and, being driven into Savona, 
they had landed, and were preparing for refresh- 
ment, when an express from the Doge warned 
them to hasten from the coast, which swarmed 
with Galeazzo's emissaries. Without food or re* 
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pose, they hurried back to their ship ; and, in the 
mornings having entered Genoa^ in the disguise of 
Gernjan pilgrims, they concealed themselves awhile 
in a mean inn, and then sailed from Capona to 
Moncione. Here, while refreshing themselves, they 
were alarmed by the arrival of a courier to pre- 
pare quarters for one of Galeazzo's Officers, who, 
with a troop of forty men, was on his route to 
Pisa. A thicket afforded them shelter till this 
company had passed by ; and Carrara then cheered 
the drooping spirits of his Lady, by assuring her 
that certain succour was at hand; that he had 
warned a friend at Pisa, deeply indebted to his 
House, of his approach ; and that every moment 
horses might be expected for their conveyance. 
Pietro Gambacorta, he added, when himself in 
exile and distress, had found protection from 
Francesco Vecchio, and an asylum in Padua; 
whence, after a long abode, through the influence 
of the same Prince, he was enabled to return to 
his native City, laden with wealth and honours. 
Scarcely were these words uttered, when the hope 
which they had kindled in Taddea was fatally ex- 
tinguished by the return of the messenger with 
excuses from Gambacorta ; he dared not furnish 
horses; he dared not permit Carrara's entrance 
into Pisa ; the blood-hounds of Visconti had been 
slipped, the cry was up, and already they were 
tracking the fugitives. 

No token of impatience, not a breath of com- 
plaint escaped Carrara-r— ' God will restore us — ^we 
must struggle with misfortune !' was his sole com- 
ment. He raised the lifeless Taddea, who had been 
overpowered by the unexpected disappointment, and 
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eBtering Pisa with his FlorentiDe guide, regardless 
of all personal hazard, procured a horse and some 
food, and returned with them to his Lady, A 
wretched stable in the worst inn, without the walls 
of Casima, gave them refuge for the night ; and 
Donati who had joined them, the Florentine, and 
the rest of the company sentinelled the door* 
while the Signor and Taddea threw themselves on 
some straw within. But, in the dead of the night, 
an unknown person knocked loudly at the inn, and 
demanded the Signor Francesco da Carrara. * I 
am he,' replied Donati, with noble promptitude, 
as yet ignorant of the inquirer's object It was a 
messenger from Gambacorta, bringing an expla^* 
natory letter, horses, and a few necessaries for the 
road, and commending the travellers to the strict 
attention of the host. In consequence of these 
injunctions, they were at length admitted within 
the house, and, for the first night since her de« 
parture firom Asti, Taddea enjoyed the almost for- 
gotten luxury of a bed. On the foUowing day, 
they arrived at Florence, 

In the short interval, however, which had been 
occupied by these painful adventures, the policy 
of the Tuscan Government had materially altered ; 
its differences with Visconti had been adjusted, at 
least for a time, and Carrara, instead of bein^ 
received with open arms, as a Prince unjustly 
dethroned, and whose restoration was an object 
of national care, found himself considered but as a 
private individual, from whom a return of grati- 
tude was expected for the asylum granted to his 
necessity. Yet as Florence was far enough re- 
moved from his chief enemy to afford reasonable 
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assurance of safety, he collected in it the remain- 
der of his family and a large treasure in money 
and jewels ; and he appears to have courted with 
assiduity and success the friendship of the resident 
Venetian Ambassador. So dark and intricate, 
indeed, were the changes of Italian politics at the 
time of which we are treating, that it is far from 
improbable that Venice, even at this early period, 
and during an avowed alliance with Galeazzo, ar- 
ranged with Carrara, soon after his arrival at Flo- 
rence, the plans which were afterwards matured 
for the discomfiture of his rival. 

Far from being discouraged by the ill success 
of his hopes in Tuscany, disappointment seems 
<Hily to have whetted more keenly the activity of 
the exiled Prince. He applied to the Bolognese, 
and was coldly refused ; and so low were his for- 
tunes supposed to have fallen, that at Cortona he 
was invited to enter, as an adventurer, among 
Hawkewood's Condottieri. From this offer he 
excused himself, but he thought it wise to engage 
his brother in the Free service, upon which con- 
nexion he might hereafter, perhaps, found a useful 
claim. Coasting the Adriatic in disguise, amid 
almost constant peril, he touched at Chiozza, was 
recognised, and narrowly escaped capture, and, but 
for a sudden change of wind, must have been 
overtaken by the squadron which gave chace. 
After employing many months in traversing Italy, 
hopes of aid gleamed upon him both from Flo- 
rence and Bologna. It had becoiiie plain to each 
of those Governments, that Visconti was only 
temporizing, and that his preparations were ulti- 
mately directed to war. Carrara, accordingly, was 
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MHiHiMVied back to Florence, and he imdeztook 
the dangerous office of Ambassador from that 
Bqyublic to the Duke of Bavaria, in ofder to 
concert a League, not only for the recovery of 
his own dominions, but also for common defaioe 

Jinst Milan. In order to effect the purposes 
this mission, it was necessary that he shouhl 
receive from Venice a safe conduct through the 
Trevisan marches ; and it may be believed th«t 
a secret understanding existed among these seveial 
States, from the guarantee given by Bologna 
and Florence, that such an Instrument shmiU 
be procured. Passing by sea from Leghorn to 
Provence, Carrara then crossed Dauphiny and 
Savoy to Genoa, and proceeded by Lausanne to 
Zurich. In that city, as he rode into the coux^ 
yard of the inn at which he was to lodge, aa 
agent of Yiscpnti bowed to him, and Carrara, with 
the presence of mind which appears never to hare 
failed him in any peril, immediately sent for the 
master of the house, threw off his disguise, avowed 
his name, and explained his danger. The host 
expressed great emotion, and, in token of his sm^ 
cerity, produced a silver cup bearing the arms of 
Carrara, which had been presented to him, when 
in Italy, by Francesco Vecchio. He then pledged 
himself for the safety of his illustrious guest, pro- 
cured him armed guides, and, personally accom* 
panying the escort, conducted him by day-break 
to Constance, where he crowned this act of fidelity 
by one of equal disinterestedness, and refused aU 
recompense for the important services which he 
had performed. 

The Duke of Bavaria, the brother-in-law of 
Bemabo Yifconti whom Galeazzo had muxdfi^ped, 
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Ufltened eagerly to Carmra's detftUs of hk owii 
wrongs and of the crimes of the usurper, ap 
plaoded the great enterprise which he was medi*' 
tating, promised the most active co-operation, and 
agreed to advance funds for the supply of twelve 
t£ofU8«aid men. But the brilliant hopes thus ex* 
cited were s^ain dimmed by the fickleness of Bo-» 
logna and Florence. The spies of the Count of 
Milan had obtained knowledge of the transactions 
at Munich, and of the readiness of the two Italian 
Governments to connect themselves with Bavaria. 
Alarmed at this intelligence, Visconti lost not a 
moment in offering such concessions as might 
secure the continuance of Peace ; and a League of 
alliance for ten years was concluded with the two 
Republics, some few hours before a messenger 
fixrai Carrara brought to Florence a draught of 
the counter-Treaty which he had been employed 
to negotiate. 

For the first time, the fortitude of Carrara ap- 
pears to have bowed under this shock. When he re- 
ceived the intelligence, he fell, says Gataro, as from 
a blow* The affectionate cares of his sister Ca- 
tarina, and of her noble husband, Stefano, Count 
of Segna in Croatia, with whom he was staying 
at Modrusa, consoled and revived him. His kins-* 
man promised to abide by him in every extremity, 
and to bring into the field two thousand horse, 
while some Hungarian friends would answer for 
three thousand more. He represented, however^ 
that it was, above all, imperatively necessary to 
gain over the Signory of Venice, without whose 
goodwill success would be impossible; and he 
added that the King of Bosnia was indignant 
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with Visconti, who had treacherously supplied his 
enemies, the Turks, with arms and treasure, during 
a recent war ; and that it was far from improbable 
diat an urgent representation might procure his 
accession to the alliance. 

Carrara undertook this fresh negotiation, and 
prepared for the journey. Before its commence- 
ment, however, his sister prevailed upon him to 
consult a woman in the neighbourhood, of high 
reputation as a Prophetess *. However incredu- 
lous of this Sibyl's pretensions to knowledge of 
futurity, Francesco, partly from curiosity, partly 
from willingness to gratify a request which Cata- 
rina's love had prompted, consented to the expe- 
riment. The Seer was brought to Stefano's castle, 
where Carrara related to her much of liis past life 
(for her science, it appears, was. entirely prospec- 
tive), imparted, most confidentially, all his designs 
and wishes, and demanded information as to the 
events about to come. The Prophetess required 
time, took her leave, and reappeared at the hour 
which she had appointed. She then told him, as 
we are assured, many things concerning his future 
course ; that he should re-enter Padua in June, 
and recover its Sovereignty; and that his'mission to 
Bosnia was at an end, for that it would be neces- 
sary that he should again treat with Bavaria. 
* You do not credit my words/ she continued with 
solemnity, observing his contemptuous smile of 
unbelief ; * but, I affirm to you that, at this moment, 
the Comte de Virtu has broken his faith with Bo- 
logna and Florence, that war is in preparation, 
and that messengers are now seeking you with 

• Unaiaphniinima Dmma, Andrea Gatvo, 7«S; 
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this announcement. For your father, concerning 
whom you ask, he will die in prison/ Happy 
was it that her fatal presages did not extend to 
Carrara's own last moments, and that the remain- 
ing years of his life escaped additional embitter- 
ment from an anticipation of the bloody goal at 
which they were to terminate ! On the morrow, 
as he was already on his route, he was stopped by 
messengers from Florence, who, producing their 
credentials, informed him that fresh disputes had 
arisen between Visconti and their Republic, that 
they were authorized to instruct him to renew the 
Treaty with Bavaria, and that Ambassadors were 
already in Friuli, waiting to proceed in due time to 
its ratification *. 

Great as was the delight and astonishment of 
Carrara at this most imexpected intelligence, the 
prediction of which he had rejected as an idle 
dream, he still doubted how far it might be pru- 
dent to rely on the ever-shifting policy of his 
Italian allies. The messengers earnestly avouched 
the fixed and serious intention of their Govern- 
ments, and assured him that there was strong 
reason to hope for the assistance even of Venice. 
This last suggestion prevailed, and he no longer 
hesitated to undertake the proposed resumption 
of his embassy. It was in all points successful^ 
and he found the Duke of Bavaria continuing 
firm to his original promises. But the season was 
too far advanced to permit military operations, 
and the winter accordingly was spent in diplo- 
macy. To Carrara it brought also profound 
domestic sorrows, and no small diminution of 

* Andrea Gataro, ut sup^ 
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liope. He mourned the sudden deatb oi his 
fiuthful kinsman, Count Stefano, and of his aunt, 
Lieta da Carrara, the wife of a scarcely less valaed 
and powerful friend, the Count of Ottenburg^ 
Hia brother, whom he had enrolled under Hawke- 
wood, was surprised and taken prisoner ; his fa* 
ther was transferred to more close imprisonmeiit 
at Monza ; and the Florentines, notwithstanding 
their late professions, seemed anxiously looking 
for reconciliation with Milan. These complicated 
ills pressed heavily on his wounded spiiit ; and, 
worn down by fatigue, anxiety, and disappoint- 
ment, he passed many weeks, confined to the soli- 
tude of a sick couch, in a r&ai<AQ and borbaioas 

district. Spring and better tidings restored 
^^* both health and confidence. Hk brother 

regained his liberty; Florence and Bo^ 
logna were forced into an open declaration of war ; 
and Venice, more than ever jealous of the grow- 
ing power of Visconti, willingly consented to 
observe a strict neutrality. 

Impatient of the tyranny of Galea2zo, the 
Paduans were well prepared to tender renewed 
allegiance to their former Lord; and Canrara* 
without waiting for foreign succours, resolved to 
attempt the recovery of his dominions by the 
single aid of his yet faithful subjects. For this 
purpose he set forward from the Castle of Otten^ 
burgh, in Carinthia, in April, with a force not 
exceeding three hundred men at arms and two 
hundred infantry. The Duke of Bavaria wished 
him to delay his departure one month longer, 
when he promised to accompany him ; but Car- 
rara replied that be would be in Padua before the 
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Dfoke began his marcb, and have all things pre* 
pared for his reception. As he advanced, nambera 
flocked to his standard; his brother joined him 
with a hundred and fifty chosen lances; eveiy 
town through which he passed declared in his 
&voiir ; and he was met by a deputation from the 
Capital, which assured him that the Citizens would 
nse en nuugey as soon as he appeared at their 
sates. By the middle of June, he encamped under 
me walls, at the head of a strong regular force, 
and supported by more than twelre thousand 
aimed peasants. The Milanese Goyemors pre* 
pared for defence ; they received Carrara's sum* 
raons with disdain, thrust the pennon of the herald 
who bore it into his trumpet as a mark of indig* 
nity, and desired him to return to his Lord, and 
inform him that he was a fool who, having been 
thrown out of the window, expected to come in 
again by the door. 

A brilliant coup de main by night placed the 
city in Carrara's nands. At the head of twelve 
diosen men, the Signor himself was the first to 
foid the Brenta and mount the ramparts ; and, at 
day-break, the citadel only, to which they had 
retired, was left to &e Milanese. Little blood had 
lieen shed in this conquest ; and, even in the few 
houses of his leading enemies which it was deemed 
politic to abandon to military pillage, the huma- 
nity of Carrara procured respect for the female 
apartments. In the first moments of victory, he 
repaired to the Church of St Antonio, and re* 
maining on his knees, in full armour, during the 
celebratk>n of Mass, he arose at its conclusion, and 
taking off his richly embroid^ed surcoat^ laid it 
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on the altar, as a votive offering to his patron xAd 
protector. 

Galeazzo, though superior both in the number 
and quality of his troops, had spread them over 
far too extended a line to be able to concentrate a 
sufficient force for the defence or the recovery of 
Padua. Beyond a few affairs of posts and some 
petty skirmishes, nothing was effected by him 
during the succeeding campaign ; and each for- 
tress and town within Carrara's ancient territory 
yielded in succession to its former Lord. Venice 
outstepped her declared neutrality, gave reception 
to the Ambassadors who announced Francesco's 
victories, and granting to them the stores and 
troops whicli they were instructed to request, fur^ 
nished large supplies of artillery from the Arsenal, 
and placed four hundred cross-bowmen at their 
disposal. Now, too, large reinforcements from 
Bavaria, headed by their Duke, had reached the 
walls of Padua, others followed from Florence, 
and, before the close of August, the citadel, the 
last hold of Visconti, had surrendered, and Fran<» 
cesco da Carrara was firmly re-established on the 
throne of his fathers. 

The mediation of Venice terminated a petty 

war in which Francesco engaged, sooi* 
^.ji>. after his restoration, with Alberto of Fer* 

rara; and, at the close of two years, Peace 
was ratified with the Comte de Virtu. In the Spring 
of 1392, Francesco, determining to return thanks. 
in person for the important aid he had received 
from the Signory, set out for Venice, and, on his 
arrival at Fusina, he was met by the Bucentaur, 
and escorted to the Capital by the gondolas of more 
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than two hundred Nobles. The Doge awaited 
his landing on the Piazzeita^ where Carrara, 
leading his eldest son by the hand, threw himself 
on his knees at the feet of the Venetian Prince, 
expressed his deep gratitude for the favours which 
had been bestowed upon him, and his ardent hope 
that all former causes of animosity were now for- 
gotten for ever. He entreated the Signory to re- 
ceive him. and all his House as their children, even 
as he, from his very heart, now offered them all 
that love and duty which a son owes to his father ! 
Veniero raised and embraced him with affection, 
conducted him to the Ducal Palace, and delivered 
an answer from the throne in full conformity to 
his wishes. After a few days spent in honourable 
entertainment and festivity, Carrara returned to 
Padua, and then, for the first time since his resto- 
ration, he appears to have felt sufficient confidence 
in its stability to desire the presence of Taddea. 
He was attached to her with a tenderness and de-^ 
votion which excluded all selfish feeling, and which 
induced him to consent to the pain of long separa- 
tion when union was not compatible with her 
security. 

Although reconciled to Visconti, Carrara had not 
yet obtained the release of his father, and, in his 
person, the predictions of the Croatian Sibyl were 
again to be verified. In spite, or in consequence 
of the attendance of ^va physicians, employed by 
the Comte de Virtu, notwithstanding the skill which 
they manifested, and the magical liquors («o- 
lenni liquori) which they prescribed, Fran- ^g-Jg- 
cesco Vecchio terminated his long course 
of unhappiness, about three years after his son's 
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festoration. If poBthumoos konoavg were able to 
Gompensate a wnole tife of TestlesBness and suf- 
fearing, the spirit of the departed l^gmMT might 
have been gratified by the magnificence of hit 
obsequies. The body lay in state at Bfilan, bar 
l»ted in clotii of gold, and girt with a sword ; ffolden 
spars were buckled on the feet, and jewelled rings 
glittered on the fingers. It was afterwards con- 
veyed with no less ceremony to Padua, and in* 
terred there with a splendour of pageantry which 
Gataro appears to have contemplated and recorded 
with unusual delight. 

For a few years, the reign of Francesco No- 
vello was comparatively tranquil ; and we torn for 
a short time from his romantic story, in order to 
resume it heieafi;er with yet deeper interest than 
before. The atten^n of Venice was now forcibly 
attracted to the East, where the feeble reign ct 
Mm Palseologus had been succeeded by one yet 
more feeUe, the sceptre of Constantinople having 
passed to his son Manuel. Bajaset, the fourth 
Ottoman Sultan, had rendered both Princes his 
tributaries, stripped them of almost all their ter- 
ritory without the Capital, and ultimately, in the 
reign of Manuel* laid siege to Constantinople 
itsdf. The affiighted Emperor bought off imme- 
diate destruction by the payment of ten thousand 
florins, the cession of a quarter of his metropolis^ 
and the grant oi a Mosque for the worship of the 
Prophet But the appetite of the Turkish despot^ 
only whetted to greater keenness by the taste <^ 
spoil, urged him to violate this Treaty, and to 
threaten new and far greater exactions. His 
progvess alarmed those Christian Powers whose 
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^smond of Hungary, the Genoese, and the Ve* 
netians formed an altiance, not so much for the 
assistance of Palaeologus as for the defence of 
tfaehr own territorial or commercial rights. Veniee, 
earnestly desirous to add strength to this League, 
cast her eyes upon both England and France, the 
two Kingdoms nrom which she hoped to draw most 
ellectual support ; and Carlo Zeno, having 
been selected as her Ambassador to those ^^* 
Powers, employed nine months in his im- 
portant mission. The Court of Paris was struck 
with astonishment when the accomplished Envoy, 
having first addressed the King in Latin, repeated 
^ substance of his speech in correct French, a Ian* 
guage in which he was practised, from having spent 
his youth at Avignon *. But Charles VL h^ little 
ability to undertake distant expeditions ; andhe con- 
tented himself, as Sovereign of Genoa, which had 
submitted to his protection, by ordering the eqiup- 
ment of a fleet from her poarts. The distractions in 
England were yet greater than in France, and the 
realm, harassed by the cabals of the Nobles, and 
weakened by the indolence, the profusion, and the 
voluptuousness of the IP Richard, was on the eve 
of a domestic revolution. The Tongue of our re- 
mote Island did not, at that time, form a part of 
Cisalpine study, and Zeno transacted his diplo- 
macy in Latin ; but we are assured that he gained 
his object, and was highly favoured by the King. 
NotwiUi standing his success, scarcely ten thou- 
sand men could be raised in France for this Cru- 
sade. They were marshalled under the command 

* rUm Car. Zad, ap, Vunit. six. p, S16. 
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of John, Count of Nevers, son of Philip the 
Hardy, Duke of Burgundy ; and they embarked 
with ill-judged and presumptuous confidence, more 
as if about to swell the pomp of a pageant or a 
spectacle, than to encounter a difficult and hazard* 
ous warfare. But their ranks, although scan^, 
were supplied with the flower of the French cM^ 
valry: among them were four cousins of the 
King, and the Constable, Marshal, and Admiral 
of France. A thousand Knights of noble blood 
were attended by numerous youthful valets ; and a 
train of facile beauties, for whom the Camp pre* 
sented less of terror than of attraction, shared the 
peril and rewarded the fondness of those lovers to 
whom choice or chance had attached them. The 
combined fleet, amounting to forty-four sail^ 
swept the Archipelago and the Sea of Marmora> 
without encountering a foe, and took its statiou 
under the command of the Venetian Admiral, 
Tomaso Moncenigo, at the mouth of the Danube. 
Here, it was able to communicate with the host oC 
Sigismond, who, with one hundred thousand men^ 
of whom sixty thousand were cavalry, awaited the 
arrival of the allies on the plains of Buda. It 
belongs not to our present narrative to detail the 
unfortunate events of this most dbastrous cam* 
paign, in which the only portion allotted to Venice 
by the chance of war was that of saving the wreck 
of her defeated confederates. In spite of the pru* 

dent cautions of Sigismond, the rashness 
Sept. S6. and inexperience of the French hurried 

on the fatal battle of Nicopolis ; and the 
Venetian fleet learned the total destruction of their 
allies and the slaughter of the entire Fsench host» 
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with the exception of its captured Princes, by the 
arrival of a bark conveying the King of Hungary 
and no more than seven of his retinue, fugitives 
from the lost field *, 

While Venice had been thus unsuccessfully en- 
gaged in the East, Galeazzo was steadily prose- 
cuting his schemes of aggrandizement in Italy. 
The avarice of the Emperor Wenceslaus had 
fixed a hundred thousand florins as the price at 
which he would permit the erection of Milan into 
a Duchy and an Imperial fief; and Galeazzo, 
having fulfilled the stipulated conditions, 
celebrated his Coronation with unprece- ^fjggj^' 
dented magnificence. If we believe the 
Chroniclers, more Ambassadors than any World, 
save that of Romance, produces, honoured the 
proud ceremonial with their presence. Besides 
the representatives of all the Christian Powers, 
there were to be seen those of the Grand Turk, 

* Froissart distinctly ascribes the disasters of the Christian host, 
in a great measure, to the treachery of Visconti, who communicated 
their plans to Bajazet (Lamorabaquy). He introduces the Turk 
expressing bis Joy that the Hungarians had crossed the Danube : 
'||0f all this I hadde knowledge four months paste by my greate 
friende the Lorde of Myllayne, who sent me goshawkes, ger- 
Alcons, and faucons to the nombre of twelve, whiche were the best 
ind fayrest that ever I sawe ; and with this present he wrote to me 
by name alle the heedes and chiefe Captains of the Barones of 
France, suche as shulde come to make me warre ; in the which 
letters was also conteyned, that if I myght get them in my daunger, 
Chey shulde be worthe to me a myllyon of fioreynes $ and also howe 
there should be in company of the lymytees of Fraunce more than 
fyre hundred Knightes, yalyant men of armes ; also the Duke of 
Sfyllayne wrote, that surely they wyll gyve me batayle.* 

Lord Bemen, ii. 648, Ed. 1812, 4to. 

Froissart, in the same chapter, gives many particulars of the his* 
tory.of the Family of Vlsconti. 
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of the King of the Tartars, of the Great Soldata» 
of Tamerlane, of many other Heathen Prinoea* 
and even of Prester John. All these were lodged 
and entertained at the expense of Milan ; but| 
in return, they had brought with them presenta of 
jewels, estimated at upwards of a million of gold* 
The two elder sons of Carrara repaired to the 
new Duke's Court, and they were received by the 
wily Prince with such distinction as might have 
marked him the hereditary friend, rather than the 
determined foe of their House. He advanced, on 
foot, a bow-shot to meet them ; he embraced and 
kissed them on the forehead, and, taking a hand 
of each, he walked between them to the Palace, 
where, with a promise magnificence unknown to 
later times, lodgings were assigned for the enter* 
tainment of themselves and of their train of five 
hundred horse. When the Imperial Ministem 
had placed upon his head the Ducal bonnet, gor*; 
geously studded with jewels of inappreciable value, 
he took it from his brow, and presented it to the 
young Princes, at. the same time remitting an 
annual tribute of seven thousand ducats, to which 
Padua was bound by the late Peace. * This,* he 
courteously added, * is but a small gift for your* 
aelves. If your sire had been here, we would 
have shown him how deeply we honour his worth, 
how earnestly we desire to call him brother and 
friend ! ' The succeeding Festivities continued du- 
ring twenty days; and but a few months after their 
celdbration, the Duke of Milan once again took 
the field a^inst this valued friend and brother ! * 
The territories of Mantua had long presented an 
alluring prize to the ambition of Visconti) apid 
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the tie oi kiiuBmanslup by which he was bound to 
&eir Captain, Francesco d^ Gonzaga, who had mar- 
ried his cousin and sister-in-^aw, were little likely to 
restrain him from spoliation whenever opportunity 
might offer. Yet so strict at one time had been 
the connexion between these Princes, that Gon* 
zaga was employed in escortmg to France, in 
1369, a daughter of Visconti, betrothed to Louis, 
Duke of Orleans ; and the Duke of Milan expressed 
his gratitude by a request, than which none, during 
the Middle Ages, was considered as more ex* 
pressive of affection and of a wish to confer ho- 
nour — that his friend would quarter the armorial 
bearings of the Visconti with his own *. The re- 
mainder of their domestic history forms a tragedy 
replete with horror, and involving the most fiendish 
a^ocity on the part of Galeazzo. Agnes, the 
consort of Gonzaga, to whom she had borne four 
children, was a daughter of Bemabo Viscond, 
and stood, therefore, to Galeazzo in the double 
relation which we have just noticed; but the tyrant, 
dreading her remembrance of the murder of her 
father and the spoliation of her brothers by his 
hand, and anxious to remove the influence which 
she might be supposed to possess over her husr 
band's mind, resolved upon her destruction. To 
compass this foul end, he employed agents, who 
poisoned the ear of Gonzaga with suspicions of 
his wife's fidelity, and who wnispered that, in con- 
junction with Visconti, she had planned his assas- 
fltnation. Letters in the hand-writing of the 
Comte de Virtu, concealed for the purpose in 

• Eqidcola CommefOari MatUowmif Ub» U. p. 111. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



400 WAR BETWEEN MILAN AND MANTUA. 

her apartment, and confessions wrung by torture 
from her Secretary, who, from a vain hope of 
mercy, avowed whatever was required, were ad- 
duced in confirmation of her guilt ; and, the in* 
trigue succeeding but too well, the miserable and 
deluded husband issued orders for her execution. 
But a short time, however, elapsed before the in- 
nocence of the murdered Princess was established 
on proofs not admitting doubt ; and Gonzaga, 
stung with remorse for the perpetration of the 
great crime into which he had been betrayed, 
was doomed also to defend himself agamst accu- 
sations of cruelty, injustice, and blood -guiltiness 
which Galeazzo unblushingly preferred against 
him in every Court of Italy *. The seeds of war 
between these Princes were, therefore, profusely 
sown. Yet, although the horrible iniquity which we 
have just related occurred in 1391, it was not until 
five years afterwards that hostilities were openly 
declared, and even then Galeazzo was the ag- 
gressor t* In the Spring of 1397, Giacopo dal 
Verme invested Mantua with twenty thousand 
horse and fifteen thousand foot The attempt 
was not unexpected, and the combined forces of 
Florence, of Padua, and of the Marquis of Ferrara, 

• Platlna, HUt, Manhiana, iii. ap. Marat, zx. 766. 

t Scip, Ammirato, 1st. Fiorentina ad ann, 1891, Lib. xt. toL iU. 
p. 818. Sozomenus Pistoriensis {ap. Marat, xri. 1148). A strange 
assertion is made by Johannes de Massis in the Chrordcon Plaee»- 
Unum (ap, Marat, xvi. 558), that Gonxaga pat his Princess to 
death solely to insnlt Visconti, in dedeeu»dieH Domini ComiUs Fir- 
iutum et non propter aKam eausam. This accosation of gratnlUnu 
wickedness, so alien from every other record of Oonsaga, is re- 
peated, almost in the same words, by the anonymous aathor of tfie 
Annales Mediotanentes (Hid. 816). 
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signally defeated the Milanese Captain at Gover- 
nolo, with the loss of ten thousand men. 

This severe and unlooked-for check inclined 
Galeazzo to listen to negotiation. The 
Venetians, who had not declared them- Aug. 28. 
selves, hut who secretly favoured and as- 
sisted the alliance *, were chosen as mediators. 
But the difficulties arising from their own oblique 
and temporising policy, and yet more from the 
subtle and perfidious designs of Visconti, pro- 
tracted the conferences through eight months, and, 
even at the close of that long period, forbade the 
signature of Peace. It was not possible that in- 
terests so conflicting should be reconciled while, 
at least on one side, there was a total absence of 
good faith ; and, after all, the diplomatists were 
compelled to rest content with the arrange- 
ment of a ten years' Truce, during which f^JJ; 
all parties agreed to remain in their exist- 
ing condition. This, it was plain^ was but an 
expedient, a hollow and unsubstantial compact, 
which any one of those contracting it would un- 
hesitatingly violate, whenever he obtained suf- 
ficient strength to do so with advantage. 

The reign of the Doge Veniero closed during 
the last weeks of the XIV*** century, and the na- 
tive Historians are loud in praise of the benignity 
of his sway. It was uninterrupted by domestic com- 
motion ; and, during the unusual course of eigh- 

• Daru, lib. zl. p. 209, seems to make the Venetians open ad- 
herents to this aUiance. We borrow our representation from 
Andrea Gataro (826), who states that Carrara with very great diffi. 
culty obtained Arom them the use of seven armed galleys which 
were probably only let out on hire. 

VOL. I. 2 D 
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teen years, the Capital was blessed with continued 
abundance. One instance of this Prince's rigorous 
and unbending justice, as it is called, has been 
much and, there can be little doubt, most unde- 
servedly vaunted. The lax morals of an Italian 
city suffered little offence from the intimate bond 
which the only son of the Doge had openly am- 
tracted with the wife of one of the chief Nobles ; 
but when, in a moment of pettish jealousy, &e 
lover suspended horns over the porch of the injured 
husband's Palace, public decency was considered 
to be violated, and the vengeance of the Law was 
loudly invoked and sternly executed. A fine of 
one hundred ducats, a prohibition from entering 
the quarter of the City inhabited by the insulted 
lady, and an imprisonment for two months, was 
the punishment assigned for this youthful outrage. 
Yeniero, it is said, expressed a wish to pass sen- 
tence of death ; and although restrained from for- 
mally pronouncing a judgment so disproportionate 
to the crime, yet, by the strictness with which he 
enforced the more lenient punishment, he inflicted 
it virtually. The young man was seized with a 
dangerous sickness before the term of his impri- 
Bonment expired ; nevertheless, the obdurate Doge 
refused to permit any remission of his penalty, 
and his son died in prison. Unless the Law ad- 
judged capital punishment under lingering agony 
to the offender's transgression, it is plain that 
Veniero outstepped his duty by this mistaken 
imitation of the most questionable portion of Ro- 
man Stoicism. 

The embellishment of the Capital, interrupted 
by the troublous war of Chiozza, again advanced 
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with rapid steps during this comparatively tranquO 



Officers attached to his household were decl 

2d2 
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incapable of any public employment, not only 
during the period of their actual engagement in 
Court duties, but even for a year after they might 
have resigned those appointments. 

MiCHAELE Steno, a Procuratore of St. Mark, 

was invested with the Ducal bonnet. He 
f^' had served with distinction, he was rich, 

of gentle temper, and had entered his sixty- 
ninth year — all qualifications which rendered his 
election more than ordinarily popular. On those 
accounts, the Festivals which celebrated his acces- 
sion were protracted through many months * ; and 

the public joy was renewed at the close of 
tin' *^® following year, when the Emperor 

Robert honoured Venice with his presence. 
On the deposition of Wenceslaus, Robert of Ba* 
varia had been called to the German throne ; but, 
the Duke of Milan having refused to acknowledge 
his title, hostilities ensued, in which the Floren- 
tines and Carrara took part with the new Emperor. 
They were defeated at Brescia, and Robert, with 
his Empress, after retreating upon Padua, pro- 
ceeded to Venice, in the hope of obtaining her 
alliance. He was received with distinguished 
honours. The Bucentaur, bearing the Doge and 
Signory, met the Imperial travellers at San Gior- 
gio, where, as soon as the Emperor had passed 
from his own vessel, the Doge uncovered, and 
threw himself upon his knees. He was instantly 
raised in the Monarch's arms, and the two Princes 
seated themselves side by side, while the Barons 
and Nobles stood around. The Comaro Palace 
was assigned for the residence of the Emperor, 

* Of these FestiTals a particular account may be found in the- 
Venetia deicritta of Sanaovino, lib. z. p. 273.. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TO VENICE. 40$ 

that of Dandolo for the Empress, and those man* 
sions, which immediately fronted each other, were 
connected by a temporary bridge. Greatly, how-^ 
ever, as the Signory mistrusted the Duke of Milan, 
and willingly as they would have assisted in the 
diminution of his increasing power, it was not in 
the moment of his success that they felt disposed 
to break with him. While, therefore, they en- 
tertained their Imperial visitor with magnificent 
spectacles, they declined any open espousal of his 
quarrel, refused even his solicitation for a loan, 
and so far disgusted him with their backwardness, 
that> after a few conferences- at which Carrara 
also was present, he embarked privately on his 
return to Germany, without taking leave. So 
avowed a manifestation of displeasure ill accorded 
with the views of a Government whose chief aim 
was to avoid any decided committal of itself ; and 
a swift vessel was despatched to overtake the Em- 
peror, and solicit his return. He consented, and 
jremained, on the whole, six weeks in Venice, with 
a mutual understanding that Politics were not 
again to be discussed during his stay. 

The arms of Visconti, in the following year, 
were chiefly directed against the Bolognese, 
whom he signally defeated on the 26th of ^^^^• 
June, at Casalecchio. The two elder sons 
of Carrara were taken prisoners in this engage- 
ment by the Duke of Mantua, whom the fluctua- 
tions of Italian intrigue had again arrayed on the 
side of his kinsman ; and the popularity which 
the virtues and mild administration of their father 
had established, is strikingly evinced by the liberal 
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offer which was made to him on this sad occasion 
by his subjects. A deputation from the various 
Trades and chief burghers tendered him whatever 
sum was necessary for the ransom of his children ; 
but, with equal liberality, he declined this splen- 
did donation, which the escape of Francesco 
Terzo, within a few days, rendered partly unne- 
cessary. The confinement of his younger son, 
Giacomo, was protracted for a longer period ; but, 
in the end, he also evaded the vigilance of his 
gaolers. 

Before, however, this latter event occurred, the 
ambitious course of the Duke of Milan was cut 
short by death. The Plague had again spread 
over Lombardy ; and it was now accompanied ij 
the appearance of a Comet, d^tined, as Gataro 
fully believes, according to the opinion ofPhilosO" 
phers, not only, to shake pestilence from its hair, 
but also to perplex Monarchs*. Visconti, in 
order to avoid infection, quitted his Court at 
Pavia, and shut himself up in the Castie of Ma- 
rignano. But the death- stroke pursued him to 

* Paradise Lost, i. 698 ; !i. 710 : passages which are borrowed 
fk-om Taiso. 

Qual con le chiome sanguinose, horrende, 
Splender Cometa suol per Paria adutta, 
Che i regni muta, e i feri morH adduea. 
At purpura HramU infatuta luce. 

Ccr.Xift. ▼ii.52. 

As when, high.flaming, through the parched air, 
A blood-red Comet shakes his horrid hair, 
And threatens, to despairing Man below. 
Disease and battle, pestilence and woe; 
States see their doom portended by his rays. 
And nnrple Tyrants tremble as they gaze. 

HI7NT, Tii.48a. 
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his retirement ; and although, for some days, he 
was kept alive, like the elder Carrara, by * magical 
liquors,' he felt his end approaching. With a cheer- 
ful countenance, he summoned his attendants 
round his couch, and assured them of his grati- 
tude to God for so visible an exhibition of his 
mindfulness of him in that blazing star. Having 
then given instructions for his intennent, pnd por- 
tioned his dominions among his children, the 
most ambitious, the most turbulent, and the 
most unprincipled Sovereign of his time *^** 
left the fruits, matured by a long life of crime, to 
be withered, after his death, by the cold blasts of 
domestic faction, and the tempest of foreign war. 




Modem and Ancient 

Venetian Senators, fiom Titian. 
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CHAPTER X. 



FROK A.D. 140a TO A.D. 14M. 

Venetian and Genoese Fleete observe the progress of 'Hmoar — Carlo 
Zeno and Boucicault— lid. Battle of Sapienza— Distractions of 
Milan— Carrara seizes Verona— Attempts Vicenzar— It is pre- 
viously occupied by the Venetians — ^War against Carrara — He Is 
betrayed by Count Manfredi — Loses Verona — Siege of Fadna^ 
Pestilence — Carrara burns the Venetian Camp — He is driven 
into his Citadel— Accepts a safe conduct to Venice — Is sen- 
tenced, with his two elder sons, to capital punishment— TlMir 
deaths. 



DOGE. 

Michaels Steno. 



During these events in Italy, new inquietudes had 
arisen in the East, from the rapid progress of a 
conqueror yet more to be dreaded than Bajazet. 
Timour, having overrun Asia, was invited by the 
falling Emperor of Constantinople, to free him 
from the oppressive yoke of the Ottomans. The 
Tartar pressed on his march in the hope of 
fresh plunder ; but, at the mouth of the Don, he 
was met by a suppliant train of merchants, Ge- 
noese, Catalonians, and Venetians, who implored 
protection for their commerce. The Barbarian 
swore that it should remain unmolested ; and, in 
defiance of his oath, immediately occupied Asoph 
with his troops, pillaged and burned its factoiieSi 
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and threw into chains sucli Christians as escaped 
the sword. As he advanced in Natolia, the ap 
proaching collision of the two countless hosts 
which blackened the plains once distinguished by 
the contests of Pompey and Mithridates, excited 
the most lively apprehensions among the great 
maritime Powers of Europe ; and when Bajazet 
was overthrown at Agora, the Dardanelles 
were observed both by a Venetian and a ^^^* 
Genoese squadron, whose avowed object 
was to obstruct the passage of the flying Turks. 
The fleet of the latter Power received a large re- 
inforcement, in the Spring of the following 
year, under the command of the Marechal ^^* 
de Boucicault, the Governor to whom the 
King of France had committed the administra- 
tion of Genoa. Boucicault had fought at Nico- 
polis ; and, two days after that defeat, he had been 
brought into the presence of the pitiless conqueror, 
bound, naked, and classed among the nameless 
herd of prisoners whose appearance promised no 
ransom, and who were therefore destined to 
butchery. Already had the work of blood com- 
menced, when he was recognised by the Count of 
Nevers, who, with a few of his most distinguished 
companions, had been separated from the other 
miserable captives, to glut the avarice, rather than 
the cruelty of the victor. The Prince threw him- 
self upon his knees before Bajazet, declared the 
prisoner's quality, and obtained his life*. It was 
under this Commander that the Genoese rein* 

* Froissart, ii. 672, ut sup. Mr. Johnes has preserved a very 
graphic incident, which we do not find in Lord Berners. The Count 
of Nevers, It seems, had no laofpiage in which he conld make him- 
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foxoement arrived ; and Venicie, perhaps not un- 
justly Buapicious of the ulterior designs of her 
former rival, hastened to counteract them by 
ftrengtfaening her own naval force in the same 
quarter. For that purpose. Carlo Zeno, altbougli 
now a Procuratore of St Mark, an Officer who, 
unless in the utmost emergency, seldom qmtted 
the City, was entrusted with the command ; and 
las mstnictions were, to place all the colonies in 
security, and to watch the motions of the Genoese^ 
but, if possible, to avoid hostilities. 
• The two fleets, neariy equal in numbers, first 
met, in friendly guise, off the Island of Rhodes \ 
but the communications between their Admirals 
displayed and increased their mutual jealousy, 
fioucicault, perhaps, is scarcely to be exonerated 
from suspicion of a treacherous design to entrap 
Carlo Zeno ; and the safety of the latter was 
entirely owing to his prudence. When the Ge* 
noese Commander, pleading indisposition as an 
excuse, requested a conference on board his own 
galley, Zeno answered, that the maritime laws of 
Venice forbade him from quitting the vessel under 
his immediate orders ; and when invited to cotor 
bine the fleets in a cruize against the Turks, in 
which, no doubt, Boucicault would have affected 
the chief command, the Venetian replied that he 
was not permitted to make war without a decree 
of the Senate. After this unsatisfactory rencontre, 
the Venetians, in fulfilment of their orders, [mn>- 
oeeded to the Morea, while the Genoese cruised 

Mif iateUigible to Bajaset ; he therefore ' suuie sigua, upayfaig ftom 
«ae hand to the other, that he would give a large 8Bm of money t9 
■oftea the anger of the Sultan.*— si. S07. 
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along the Ports of Syria. At Berytus, a rich 
emporium of Venetian commerce, and little, if 
at all, frequented by the Turks, Boucicault, in 
spite of the reclamations of the resident mer- 
cnants, landed his troops, and indiscriminately 
laundered the factories both of Christian and In- 
fid^. Hie whole line of Syrian coast was visited 
with similar lawless ra^nne ; and the calm repre* 
lentations addressed by Zeno in the first instance, 
were received with studied insult ^ I wage no 
war with Venice,' was the taunting and evasive 
leply of Boucicault: ^ that which I find in an 
enemy's territory, I treat as the property of an 
enemy. If any harm has been done, I regret 
it; but the evil does not admit remedy.' The 
remedy thus denied was discovered by the 
liravery of Zeno, who resolved to use force 
where remonstrance had failed. On the 6th of 
October, both fleets anchored in sight of each 
other off the Island Sapienza, a spot once fatal to 
the Venetian arms ; and there, an engagement 
commenced at day-break, which lasted, wiUi great 
slaughter on both sides, during four hours. Zeno, 
although equal to his adversary in ships, was far 
inferior in men, nor was he well supported by 
his Captains. His own galley, for more than 
an hour, was engaged singly against that of Bou- 
cicault and two more ; one attacking his prow, the 
others each broadside. Melted pitch, sulphur, and 
live coals were thrown among the rigging, brine 
was cast in the mariners' eyes, and, at length, 
Boucicault, at the head of a band of French, dis- 
tinguished for their personal strength, attempted 
to board, protected by a ceaseless volley of jave- 
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lins and arrows from the Genoese bowmen. Zeno 
liimself, as he trod the deck in the full habilimeats 
of command, was the chief object against which 
the fury of the combatants was directed, while, 
loudly calling on him by name, they swarmed up 
the side of the galley with fierce and menacing 
gestures *. By a bold, singular, and unexpected 
manoeuvre, the assault was checked. It had beeu 
made on the larboard quarter; and Zeno, after 
ordering the guns, ballast, and whatever other 
weighty material was at hand, to be rolled to star* 
board, commanded his crew, by a sudden impulse, 
to press downward on the same side also ; thus 
elevating his vessel high above the boarders, and 
at the same time presenting his lower bank of 
oars as a palisade. By this means the enemy were^ 
for the most part, prevented from scaling the ram- 
part opposed to them ; while the few who gained 
the deck, little able to keep their footing rendered 
unsteady by the motion and the inclination of the 
ship, tottered, fell headlong, and were speedily 
slain. The pressure on the opposite quarter gave 
the Venetians there also an equal, though different 
advantage, by the presentation of their whole un* 
divided force to the enemy ; all attempt from the 
vessel at the prow was impossible during this 
manoeuvre ; and the three hostile galleys were at 
length beaten off, though not until Zeno himself 
was wounded, and his whole crew, with the ex* 
ception of thirty, were disabled. At the close of 
the action, three Genoese vessels were captured, 
and the remaining eight escaped with much loss 
and difficulty. One of the prizes was secured by 

« p. Jufltlniani, Ub. ▼!. p. 126. 
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a Stratagem scarcely less extraordinary than that 
practised by Zeno himself. A Venetian store-ship, 
crowding all sail upon her widely extended yard<- 
arms, bore down upon a Genoese galley ; and the 
crew, when alongside, cutting all the ropes at the 
same moment, let fall every sheet upon the enemy's 
deck, where the astonished mariners, struggling 
like birds in a net, were compelled to surrender*. 
Zeno, with no less modesty in reporting than 
valour in obtaining this success, in his official 
despatch to the Signory omitted all mention of 
his own wound. He claimed the victory to which 
he was justly entitled, and which his prizes indis«> 
putably evinced ; and he added, tliat if his Officers 
had fulfilled their duty, not one Genoese vessel 
would have been saved f. The haughty spirit 
of Boucicault could ill brook this publication of 
his disgrace ; and he replied in a long, hasty, and 
intemperate cartel, addressed both to the Doge 
and to Zeno. In direct terms, according to the 
naked fashion of the times, he threw the lie in 
their teeth | ; and, in order to establish his own 
contrary assertions, confiding, as he said, in 
Divine justice, in the blessed Mother of God, and 
in St. George, he challenged either of them to 
meet him in the lists, and offered his opponent 
considerable advantage of numbers. He would 
fight with ^ye against six — ^ten against twelve — 

* p. Justinian!, ut sup. In the Saloon of the Grand Council was 
a Picture, by Bassano, representing this stratagem. Sansovino 
VenetiadeserUta, lib.Tili. p. 249; and Girolamo Bardi DiehiartUione 
tU tutte le UUme che H coniengono nei quadri, &c. p. 68, Ven. 1687. 

t The original despatch is given by Sanuto. 

t Their letters, he said, were mendadis plenaa ei dolia—certe mf- 
randutn, licet mentiendi vettra contuetvdocogHOMcatur, &c. 
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fifteen against eighteeai — ^twenty against twenty* 
four ; or, as a course which might better decide 
the question of naval superiority, he would meet 
galley against galley, his own being manned bj 
none but Genoese and French, that of his enemy 
by none but Venetians*. The Signory disregarded 
this idle gasconade ; and, content with the sub- 
stantial evidence of fsicts, they pointed to the cap^ 
tured vessels which had been brought to port, and 
permitted the vanquished to prate about his 
victory. 

An atrocious instance of cruelty, exhibiting a 
petty spirit of revenge most unworthy of a great 
nation, sulhed the glory of this triumph. One of 
the prisoners, a Frenchman, irritated by defeat 
and groaning under captivity, expressed a hope 
that he might yet one day wash his hands in 
Venetian blood. The evil omen of the Barbarian, 
say^ a courtly native Historian, grated on the ears 
of the Senators, and, with one voice, they ordered 
the miserable offender to be hanged between the 
Red Columns t. Sabellko neglects to add that, 
with a refinement of vengeance, they instructed 
the executioner to gash the soles of the exjmng 
victim's feet, in order that he might leave traces c^ 
his own blood on the pavement of the Piazzetia^ 
and thus more distinctly mark the failure of his 
indiscreet aspiration | . 

A few months of straggling hostilities succeeded 
the Battle of Sapienza. France at first appeared 

* Stella Annates Genuenses, ap, Muratori, xvii. 1203. 
t Sabellico» Decad. il. Ub. viii. 
t Bembo, the continuator of the Chronicle of DandolOr <9« 
Mur. xii.&lS. 
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wiUing to support the declarations of Boaeicault ; 
and certain Venetian merchants, attending the Faix 
of Mavseilka, were thrown into prison and their 
effects confiscated. Some trading ships also in 
the Greek Seas fell into the hands of the Ge- 
noese cruizers. But, when Venice aroused herself 
and appeared to he arming in earnest, she was 
met hy suhmissions, and a negotiation terminated 
in Peace, on the hasis of mutual restitution, 
and the payment of an indemnity to the ^^* 
Venetians for their losses at Berytus. One 
monument of this short war endured even to our 
own times. Timour freed, by their internal dis- 
sensions, from the observation of the two Euro* 
pean fleets, pressed his conquests am(»ig the fast- 
nesses of Albania, where a petty Tribe, the inhabi- 
tants of Parga, abandoned their ancient city, and 
took refuge on an impregnable rock, in the sight 
of Corfu, to which they gave the name of their 
former settlement The neighbourhood of a Ve- 
netian garrison soon invited or compelled 
them to submit to the protection of the f^' 
•Republic, under which, however, they 
maintained a more than nominal independence. 
■The spirit which animated this noble-minded band, 
iremained in their descendants after a lapse of four 
centuries ; and the admiration which an English* 
man cannot but profoundly cherish for their pure 
k)ve of freedom, is mingled with bitterness of 
feeling when he brings to mind the causes which 
led to their second expatriation in 1819. 

The death of Galeazzo Visconti was the signal 
for anarchy throughout the Milanese States. All 
the three sons among whom he had divided his 
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power were minors, one of them was illegitimate, 
and the Regency was administered hy the widowed 
Duchess, Catarina of Visconti, a daughter of Ber« 
nabo. The Council which assisted her was com- 
posed partly of personal favourites of the late Duke, 
more distinguished for talent than for birth, partly 
of the ancient and powerful Nobility ; and b^ 
tween these discordant interests reigned an ill- 
dissembled jealousy, which soon openly exhibited 
itself in deeds of violence and blood. The State* 
prisons changed their inhabitants according to 
the predominance of either faction ; and Cata- 
rina, not sufficiently strong for the open exercise 
of authority, employed secret executions, and, it 
may be feared, yet darker means, to free herself 
from those whom she most dreaded. Every town 
throughout Lombardy was a prey to the petty 
tyranny of some Noble, who sought, amid the 
convulsions of his Country, to establish in it a 
separate dominion. Of the neighbouring Powers 
who might be expected to derive profit from these 
troubles, few were more to be feared, for none 
had a heavier debt of injury to repay, than Fran- 
cesco da Carrara ; and the Duchess early con- 
ciliated him by the promised cession of Feltre and 
Belluno. The Lord of Padua asked also for Vi- 
cenza ; but, through the mediation of Venice, he 
was content to withdraw this demand. The Treaty, 
however, was violated by the Milanese at the time 
named for its completion; and Carrara, justly 
indignant at this new breach of faith, and having 
A.D. in vain appealed to the Signory, from whom 
1403. lie received an ambiguous answer, invaded 
the Veronese, but was compelled to retire. In 
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the following Spring, he concerted an alliance witK 
a Prince who, though possessing neither trea- a. d. 
sure nor territory, advanced pretensions which ^^^** 
might he usefully employed. Gulielmo della Scala 
laid claim to Verona, which had been wrested from 
his late father, Antonio ; and he promised to return 
whatever assistance Carrara might afford him to- 
wards the recovery of his patrimony, by engaging 
its whole force, when at his disposal, in the pro- 
j ected attack upon Vicenza. The enterprise was suc- 
cessful ; partly by secret communication with the 
inhabitants, partly by force of arms, the Paduans 
entered Verona, and proclaimed Delia Scala its 
Lord. Scarcely a fortnight, however, after his 
restoration, Gulielmo died of a disease with which 
he had been long afflicted ; and so familiar was 
Italy with the poisoner's cup, so bitter was the 
hatred fostered by the enemies of Carrara, so 
necessary did their own crimes render it that they 
should endeavour to sully the memory of him upon 
whom they were perpetrated, that the death of 
his friend and ally has been repeatedly imputed 
to the Lord of Padua himself. If the loftiness of 
his general character, his frank, open, and undis- 
guised bearing, his nobleness and generosity of 
spirit, are not in themselves sufficient to disprove 
this detestable charge to our complete satisfaction, 
yet even those who judge men's actions by the 
more staid and measured rules of utiUty, must 
consent to acquit him, unless they can discover an 
adequate motive for his guilt. His interests, on 
the contrary, demanded that this Prince should 
live. Della Scala left two sons, who were imme- 

VOL. I. 2 E 
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lately invested with their father's inheritance; 
and if Carrara had assassinated his tried and faith- 
ful partisan, he roust have done so only that he 
mignt substitute in his place two unproved and 
inexperienced youths, who soon shewed themselvee 
unworthy of his confidence *. 

This conquest of Verona had been undertaken 
without the approbation of Venice ; and, before 
the attempt. Carlo Zeno had been despatched to 
Padua, with instructions to mediate between the 
disputants. Carrara inflexibly replied that the 
fitting season was now come in which he might 
obtain satisfaction for his wrongs, and he refused 
to listen to the Ambassador's representation that 
Venice had left far greater wrongs unrevenged. 
An evil omen was remarked as the Prince mus- 
tered his troops in the Palace^square of the 
captured city. He had delivered his great ban- 
ner, bearing a red cross on a white ground and 
quartered with the arms of Carrara, to the custody 
of one of his noblest officers ; and, as the stan- 
dard-bearer fixed the staff in the rest at his saddle- 
bow, it fell from his Imnds, while murmurs were 
heaid among the spectators, *• This is God's judg* 
ment !'t Undismayed by this omen, which seems 
to have deeply impressed his followers, Carrara 
directed his eldest son, Francesco Terzo, to march 
on Vicenza, having previously expressed his wish 

* See the authorities cited by Sismondi (liz.) on both sides. Sa- 
bellico (Dee. U. lib. viU.) does not hesitate to charge Carrara with 
Utt murder of Delia Scala's two sons, aa weU as of their father. 
But SabelUco wrote ia fettera» and he had oodertaken the I 
sible task of extenuatib^tbe ^uilt and infamy of his Country. 

t Andrea Gataro, 880. 
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to the Princes DeUa Scala that one of them would 
precede him ; but, little grateful for the important 
benefit recently conferred upon them, they refiised 
obedience. When Francesco Terzo appeared be- 
fore the wails, he was rudely handled in a skir- 
mish, and compelled to withdraw to his camp, with 
a severe wound in the face. On the following 
morning, loud shouts were heard from the city, 
mingled with the pealing of bells and the thunder 
of artillery. The banner of Milan was lowered, 
and the delighted eyes of the young Carrara ima- 
gined that he beheld the ensign of his own House 
unfurled in its place. The colours were rery 
similar, and the distance was considerable ; but as 
a second standard rose over a nearer gate, he de- 
scried, with astonishment and morti&ation, the 
Winged Lion of St. Mark. Catarina had suc- 
cessfully negotiated with Venice ; and Dal Verme, 
retaining all his deceased Sovereign's hatred 
against Carrara, had prevailed upon the Duchess 
to barter for the alliance of the Signory by sur- 
rendering Vicenza to their protection ; and, care- 
less of the loss to his Country, so as it did not 
confer benefit on the Paduans, he admitted a large 
Venetian force within the walls, and acknowledged 
their supremacy. 

This iniquitous negotiatioB must be attributed 
in great measure to the ambilion felt by the Doge 
Steno, that his reign might be distinguished by an 
enlargement of territory ; for although the Vene- 
tian Government was seklom choice as to its 
means of acquisition, and the bribe offered was 
most alluring, yet the Council hesitated till the 
Milanese advanced their biddings. Feltre and 

2e 2 
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Belluno were added to Vicenza» and the bargain 
was finally struck by the surrender of the whole 
territory on this side the Adige. Even after these 
discussions, there was not wanting in the Council 
a feeling of justice and honour which,' but for a 
stratagem of the Doge, might have prevented the 
ne&rious compact. He found a pretext to purge 
the Assembly of all those Nobles who were op- 
posed to his design ; yet, even then, the decision 
for which he struggled was at last confirmed by 
the majority of only a single voice. 

The news of his unexpected disappointment was 
received by Francesco Novello with his customary 
evenness of temper. He handed the despatch 
which announced it to Brunone and Antonio della 
Scala, and, with a brief remark, ' Farewell to Vi- 
cenza ! This arises from your refusal,' — he turned 
to some other business, while the perfidious youths 
lost no time in framing their own secret arrange- 
ments with Venice. In the Camp before Vicenza, 
however, a widely different spirit was manifested. 
When a Trumpet from the garrison announced that 
the city had surrendered itself to the protection of 
Venice, Francesco Terzo ordered him to retire, 
and not to return without a safe conduct. On the 
evening of the same day, the messenger re-ap- 
peared with the pennon of Vicenza, and, in the 
name of Venice, commanded the Paduans to raise 
the siege and withdraw. Francesco denied his 
authority, pointed to the arms of Vicenza on his 
pennon, which, had he been an Envoy of the 
Signory, would have borne their device ; and then, 
with angry menaces of summary punishment if he 
returned^ he dismissed him unhurt. On the mor« 
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row, the same Trumpet again sought the camp, 
bearing now a Venetian pennon, but still unpro- 
vided with a safe conduct. The outposts, indig* 
nant at these repeated insults to their Prince, 
hastily surrounded the messenger, put him to the 
sword, and threw his body into the city ditch. 
Francesco was displeased with the violence, but 
little anticipated the terrible vengeance with which 
it was to be repaid, and probably forgot the trans* 
action as insignificant*. 

The Lord of Padua immediately hastened in 
person to Vicenza, and gave orders for an assault 
on the very night of lus arrival. Before, however, 
the troops were put in motion, a Venetian courier 
placed in his hands a despatch bearing the leaden 
seal of the Republic, which charged him, on pain 
of immediate war, to desist from his enterprise. 
He instantly countermanded the assault, and broke 
up, on the next morning, for Padua. Then, having 
fully ascertain^ the treacherous intrigues which 
the two Princes Delia Scala were concerting with 
Venice, he threw them into confinement, and, 
proceeding with the Lady Taddea to Verona, he 

* In relating this incident, we bave folloired the minute and pre- 
cise narrative of Gataro (883), which bears with it strong marlcs of 
truth. Dam has adopted another statement most hostile to Fran* 
cesco NoYclIo, and has made Aim give orders for an outrage yet more 
cruel than the infliction of death— to cut off the nose and ears of the 
Tiumpet, and send him back with a declaration of war. Tet it is 
plain that Francesco Novello at the time was in Verona, not at Vi- 
cenza. Bembo, the continuator of the Chronicle of Dandolo, voachet 
for this barbarous mutilation, but attributes it to Francesco Terso* 
with the addition of a cruel, stupid, and unfeeling mockery,-*' Let 
ns make from this Trumpet the Lion of St. Mark !' As the Lion 
possessed both nose and ears, we are at a loss to discoYer the hidden 
point of this brutal Jest. 
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asMuned its soyereig&ty in his own name, as a 
punishment for the ingratitude of the masters 
whom he had restored, and who had proved them- 
selves undeserving. Hk chief wishes were now 
directed to an adjustment with Venice ; but the 
Signory was implacable. They felt that Carrara was 
within their toils, and his destruction was resolved 
upon ; so that to his offer of holding all his terri* 
tories in fee from the Republic, they replied only 
by demanding indemnities which he had not power 
to furnish ; and they perpetually reverted to the 
murder of the Trumpet^ as having placed him 
without the pale of international law. Even while 
his Ambassadors were receiving audience, the Doge 
gave orders to cut the embankment of the An- 
guillera in three places ; thus, by pouring destruc- 
tion on his unoffending subjects, offering a fore- 
taste of the bitterness with which their Lord was 
to be visited. The £nvoys were dismissed, and the 
banner of St. Mark was raised on a bastion in the 
Paduan territory, which had been insulated by the 
inundation. 

Francesco communicated to his Great Council 
the rejection of his proposals ; and, that he might 
fall at least with dignity, he urged them to consent 
to war. His design was opposed by Galeazzo de' 
Gatari, the elder of the two Chroniclers who have 
guided us through these passages of H istory. This 
faithful Senator pointed to the miseries which 
Francesco Vecchio had brought down upon him- 
self and his Country, by rousing the unforgiving 
and unappeasable hatred of Venice. Peace, he 
said, ought to be secured, be the terms what Ihey 
might ; for upon its conclusion depended the wel- 
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fare or the ruin of Padua. Thia seasonable coun* 
sei was resisted, among others, by Amorato Pel- 
liciaroy a rich merchant, who offered a thousand 
ducats towards defraying the expenses of war, 
and blindly prophesied that right must prevail. 
A brother Senator applauded the rash speech, and 
compared the orator to that Crastinus who struck 
the first blow for Caesar against Pompey in Thes- 
saly ; ' forgetting,' as Gataro* touchingly winds 
up his vivid narrative of this debate, ' the lines in 
which Lucant curses that Crastinus as the cause 
of all the blood that was shed in the cruel war 
that followed. But to this opinion the Signor in- 
clined, and war was declared. Accursed be Amo* 
rato, the author of a measure which brought fast 
on the destruction of Padua, and the downfall of 
the noble House of Carrara 1' 

It was at Midsummer that Carrara solemnly 
denounced war against Venice. His sole ally was 
Nicolo d'Este, Count of Ferrara, upon whom, terri- 
fied by the overwhelming force of his enemies, little 
reliance could be placed. The command of thirty 

* Andrea Gataro, 890. 
t Dii Hbi non mortem, qtue cunctis pana paratur, 
Sed senmm pott fata turn dent, Crastine, morU t 
Cufut torta mamt eommi^t laneea beUum, 
Primaque The8$aiiam Romano sanguine Hmeii, 
Pharsalia, vli. 470. 

For him, ye Gods, for Crastinus, whose spear. 
With impious eagerness, began the war. 
Some more than common punishment prepare ! 
Beyond the grave, long, lasting plagues ordadn, 
SurTlYing sense, and never-ceasing pain 1 

Rowe, vii. 697. 

See also Csesar, De Belh Chh lii. 91-99. 
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thousand Condciiieri was intrusted, by the Signory, 
to Malatesta of Pesaro, and Savello, a Roman 
Captain ; and Carlo Zeno was attached to them as 
one of the Provveditori. Carrara, after a suc- 
cessful incursion into the Trevisano, confined him* 
self to the defensive, throwing up lines and con- 
structing a series of entrenchments on its marshy 
frontiers ; and one of tliese works appears to have 
struck the invaders with extreme wonder. In a 
few hours a ditch was formed, of great depth, and 
tliirty feet in width, surmounted by an impregnable 
rampart, at which the Venetians, we are told, 
gazed with astonishment, firmly believing it to 
have been eflFected by the Devil, and not by human 
engineers*. The muster of the Paduan forces 
within these lines, as described by Gataro, might 
afibrd a subject for a Painter. ' Every one seem* 
ing more eager than another, they presented them- 
selves with their best equipments. They came 
with bright weapons, embroidered coats, and 
blazoned devices, indicating the antiquity of their 
families — with naked cuirasses, burnished and 
blazing like the sun — ^targets and ghiaverina — 
arbalists and bows — bombardels, lances, and 
shields. Their dear and much-loved Lord, wear- 
ing an embroidered coat over his armour, glanced, 
with a proud and joyful eye, along the gallant 
line, and then inspected die men, squadron by 
squadron, shewing a glad and gracious aspect, 
and addressing words of encouragement to them 
as he walked his horse slowly along f.' Little, how- 
ever, notwithstanding the natural strength of the 

• Andrea Gataro, 683. t Id. S»7. 
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country which they occupied, could he hoped from 
twelve thousand men, opposed to nearly thrice their 
numher ; and the activity of Zeno ere long found 
means to penetrate their lines. Undertaking a 
personal reconnoissanee, on a September night, 
sometimes wading to his very shoulders, sometimes 
swimming in the marshes, he satisfied himself 
that the passage, tliough difficult, was practicable*. 
When once assured diat it was possible to effect 
it, he did not hesitate to make the attempt ; and 
the whole territory beyond the Brenta was speedily 
overrun in consequence of his success. Venice 
had three powerful armies in her pay ; her dis- 
bursements amounted to 120,000 ducats each 
month ; and^ since the days of Frederic Barba- 
rossa, such an assemblage of troops had never 
been seen in Italy. 

This frontier line, however, was not maintained 
by the invaders without much bloodshed ; Savello 
was attacked and beaten back from it, and the 
chance of battle led him to a personal encounter 
with Francesco. Their lances were shivered at 
the first onset, and each swayed back to his 
horse's croup ; recovering themselves, they drew 
their swords, and Carrara, with a single blow, 
which descended to his antagonist's vizor, cleft the 
argent lion from his helmet. His own crest un- 
derwent the same fate ; but a second stroke dashed 
Savello's vizor into fragments, and, his sword being 
at the same time broken at the hilt, he was com- 
pelled to spur his horse to flight f. Malatesta, who 
was on ill terms with his brother General, openly 

* Viia Caroli Zenl, ap.Muratori, xlz.SdS. 
* Andrea Gataro, 892. 
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expressed satisfaction at this discomfitare; and not 
long afterwards, having incurred yet further sus- 
picion hy his imprudence, he was removed from 
his command, which was bestowed upon Savello. 

The second line of defence presented obstacles 
not to be surmounted during this campaign, and 
the hostile armies occupied their winter quarters 
towards the close of November. A bitter domestic 
sorrow awaited Carrara in the deatii of the Lady 
Taddea ; and whOe smarting under this blow, y^ 
more grievous to him than the dangers of his 
Principality^ he received information that Savello 
had broken up from his cantonments, reoccupied 
his summer positions, and, in the very heart of 
December, guided to undefended passages by some 
peasants whom he had bribed, had established 
himself in the rich Piovado di Sacco, the granary 
of Lombardy. In an attempt to dislodge the in- 
vaders, Carrara was painfully wounded, and for 
awhile obliged to withdraw from active command. 

The arms of Padua had been no less unfortunate 
in the Veronese, where Francesco di Gonzaga, 
Lord of Mantua, and Giacopo dal Verme had 
gained most of the strong-holds. The inhabitants 
of that district were ill affected to Carrara, and 
backward in his defence ; and, even in his own 
more immediate Court and Camp, treachery was 
undermining the small remnant of his power. 
The Venetian army, after Savello's defeat, had en* 
camped at Nogara, where, by its losses and di- 
visions, it was reduced to twelve thousand men, 
while Carrara had now no less than sixteen tiiou- 
sand at his disposal. The position also of the 
Venetians was hazardous ; for, if the bank of the 
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Brenta in their rear were cut, retreat became im- 
possible, and Francesco, perceiving his advantage 
with a rapid eye, felt secure of victory. His 
wound still kept him from the field, but he com- 
municated his plans to Count Manfredi di Bar- 
biano, to whom, jointly with Francesco Terzo, he 
delegated the command. The Paduans, high in 
hope and eager for battle, marched for Nogara, 
which they reached on Christmas Eve, when the 
Generals despatched a Trumpet bearing their gaunt- 
lets of defiance as a challenge to Savello for 
combat on the morrow. The news of his accept- 
ance was received with shouts of joy. Late in the 
evening, however, a messenger on horseback ar- 
rived from the Venetian camp, laden with presents 
from Savello to Manfredi. They were such as the 
courtesy of war occasionally interchanges, luxuries 
for the table ; four large geese unplucked *, some 
water-melons, and a few flasks of M alvoisie, and, 
but for the message which accompanied them and 
the subsequent conduct of Manfredi, they would 
not have occasioned suspicion. The bearer sig- 
nificantly repeated to the Count the instructions 
with which he had been charged, ' that he should 
not eat the feathers.' Manfredi smiled and ac- 
cepted the presents, within which it was afterwards 
believed twelve thousand ducats were conceaM* 
At day -break, when Francesco Terzo was mar- 
shalling his line, Manfredi refused to take the 
field, and commenced a retreat. On his appear- 
ance at Padua, Carrara, who felt no doubt of his 
treachery, spared his life, but stripped him of his 
command, and sentenced him to banishment. 

* Oehe dd Piovado~^on tepenne (uUe morte, Andrea GatarOi 911* 
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The new year witnessed the defection of Nicola 
of Ferrara. His Capital was 8u£fering from 
^m ^^^^^^* ^® was pressed on all sides by the 
Venetian forces, and his subjects were so 
unfriendly to the cause which he had espoused, 
that he had reason to fear even for his life. He 
concluded, therefore, a separate Treaty^ the chief 
terms of which involved the surrender of Pole- 
sina di Rovigo, and the dismantling of his for* 
tresses. The haughty Kepublic added one othet 
condition more degrading to the dignity of a 
Sovereign — that he should repair to Venice in 
order to solicit pardon from the Doge, and to 
swear that he would deny all succour for the fu- 
ture to the Lord of Padua. This compulsory 
desertion by his son-in-law was to Carrara more a 
subject of regret than of complaint ; but the trea- 
chery of a much nearer connexion awakened his 
indignation as well as his sorrow. His half- 
brother, Giacomo, the former companion of his 
many dangers, had been seduced by the Venetians 
to betray Padua into their hands^ on condition of 
enjoying the whole property of the Signor and 
the pillage of ten of the wealthiest houses, of 
being presented with a Palace at Venice, being 
enrolled a Member of the Grand Council, and re- 
ceiving a payment of ten thousand ducats. His 
sons, bitterly distracted by filial affection on the 
one hand, and paramount duty to their Country oa 
the other, while they denounced this conspiracy, 
stipulated for their father's life. The Criminal 
denied his guilt till confession was extorted by the 
rack ; and, on committal to the Giants' Tower, stung 
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by remorse, or by apprehension of a painful and 
ignominious death, he suffocated himself by the 
smoke of some straw with which his dungeon was 
provided. His accomplices were carried, riding 
backward upon asses, ta the place of execution, 
where they were hanged, each by one foot to the 
gibbet, and left to perish in torture. 

Disasters now thickened apace on all sides, and 
no hope of assistance remained to Carrara, unless 
from the Florentines, who still promised their suc- 
cour as soon as they should be disengaged from 
war with Pisa. As the invaders approached nearer 
to his Capital, Carrara entrusted his two younger 
sons, Ubertino and Marsilio, and other branches 
of his family, with the larger portion of his trea- 
sure and jewels, to the protection of these ancient 
allies. Francesco Terzo ably and valorously se- 
conded him in the Capital; while Giacomo, his second 
son, commanded at Verona ; and, having secured 
the most defenceless of those dear to him, in their 
asylum at Florence, Carrara himself boldly con- 
fronted the peril which was now hourly increasing, 
since Savello had advanced to the very walls of 
Padua, and closely invested it on the 12*** of June. 

Verona was still pressed by Gonzaga of Mantua 
and Giacopo dal Verme ; and the Citizens, without 
attachment to their present Governors, in order to 
escape the terrors of an assault, surrendered by 
capitulation. A safe conduct was accorded to Gia- 
como, with which he secured the retreat of his Lady, 
Madonna Belfiore. For himself, disappointed in 
the return of a messenger whom he despatched to 
Padiia, and apprehensive that his father had re- 
fused to confirm the Treaty, he attempted to escape 
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by night Thougli disguised, he was recognised 
by some peasants, who delivered him to the Prov^ 
vediUnri, and by them he was immediately sent, 
under a strong escort, to Venice, where, on bis 
arrival, he was thrown into the Prison of San 
Giorgio. 

Verona having fallen, the blockading army was 
disengaged, and joined the division before Padua, 
where, in addition to the other miseries of a siege, 
pestilence had commenced its ravages. While the 
enemy continued to spread devastation over the 
open country, the neighbouring villagers flocked 
within the walls in order to seek protection ; and, 
anxious to preserve such property as they couid 
carry off, they were accompanied by large herds of 
cattle. A mixed throng of beasts and men crowded 
and exhausted the city, so that not only every house 
overflowed with inhabitants, but the Churches, 
Monasteries^ and Public Magazines were choaked 
with countless swarms, while the porches and aiv 
cades of the open streets afforded a scanty shelter 
to multitudes otherwise wholly unprovided. Food 
was soon wanting for this overgrown popula^on. 
The cattle first began to die for want of fodder ; 
and the wretohed fugitives, pent within limits far 
too contracted for their numbers, worn by fit- 
tigue, weakened by hunger, poisoned by the foul 
exhalations steaming from the corruption which sur- 
rounded them, contracted and propagated a Aright- 
ful disease*. An acute fever, attended with the 



* Gataro, from whom we are borrowing, might be i 
write with Livy before his eyes. Orene iempua et forti tnumt pat* 
tilena erat urbi agrisque, nee komintbus magis quam pecori; et tauh 
ere vim tnorbi terrore populaUonu peooribus agreeHbusque in urbem 
acceptie, Ea eanlutrio nUMtorum emnia generia eMhutrntimm e^ 
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Slague-spot and tumour, was generally fatal in 
iiree days at furthest. The deaths varied from three 
hundred to five hundred in each day, and, as ap- 
peared from a register kept in the Episcopal Palace, 
more than forty thousand individuals perished be- 
tween the end of Jime and the middle of August. 
Among the victims of this mortality are noticed 
the elder of the two Gatari and Aldada Gonzaga, the 
consort of Rrancesco Terzo. The Princess was 
interred with as much pomp as the season of mi- 
sery permitted. But the mode of burial which the 
Chronicler describes as adopted for the many, suffi- 
ciently avouches the horrors to which the F^duans 
were subjected, and cannot fail to bring to mind 
Ae like practice which prevailed among ourselves 
when London was last exposed to a similar cala- 
mitous visitation. No one who has read the vivid 
pages of De Foe can have forgotten the daily 
gatherings of the dead, from house to house, 
which he so distressingly narrates ; and though the 
texture of that singular writer's palmary Work is 
iSctitious, the materials from which it is woven are 
confessedly trustworthy. Every morning, says 
Gataro, cars went round to receive the dead, and 
in every car were placed from sixteen to twenty 
corpses. A crucifix and lantern were fixed on 
the pole in front, and each car was attended by a 
Priest. Deep trenches were opened in the bury- 
ing grounds of the Churches, and into them the 
corpses were thrown and covered with earth. 
Since the destruction of Jerusalem and the fall of 

adore ituoHto urbanoit ei agreitem conferUun in aria tecta, atiu et 
vigiliia angebat, wUnUteriaque inoieetn ac amtagia ipsa vulgabant 
I (iU. 6). 
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Troy, adds this eye-witness, never was any City in 
the world so overwhelmed as the unfortunate 
Padua *. 

The contagion, as may he supposed, was not 
wholly confined to the City ; it penetrated to the 
Venetian Camp : hut more open quarters and am- 
pler supplies disarmed it there of much of its 
deadly power, so that not a day passed without an 
assault, and the two Carrara were ever foremost 
where danger summoned. Even in this their ex- 
tremity, they secured an interest in the hesieging 
army, and Venetians were found sufficiently 
blinded hy the love of gain to hold treacherous 
communication with the falling Princes. By 
means of billets fastened to the heads of airovra, 
and shot within the walls, intelligence was daily 
forwarded to them. The traitors were discovered ; 
two of them were Priests ; and as if in imitation, 
or in refinement upon that death of lingering 
horror wliich the Romans inflicted, when called to 
punish those whom they esteemed the most holy 
among their Ministers of Religion, these mise- 
rable criminals, having been conveyed to Venice, 
were buried aUve, with their heads downwards, 
between the fatal Columns. 

Terms at length were proposed by Zeno, though 
indirectly, and without the authority of the Senate, 
to which Carrara appeared inclined to consent, 
and the Proweditore withdrew to Venice that he 
might obtain full powers for negotiation. Dis- 
cipline became remiss in the Camp during his 
absence, and Carrara seized the opportunity as fa- 
vourable for a sortie. It was his last feat of arms in 

* Andrea Gataro, 022. 
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the open field, and never had he been more proudly 
triumphant. At the head of fifty men, on the 
first dawn of the 17th of August, he issued from 
the Santa Croce Gate, and found the outposts un- 
sentinelled and the whole Camp buried in slumber. 
To fire the nearest tents, to put the sleepers and 
tlje fugitives to the sword, was the work of a few 
minutes ; and, as the flames spread widely and 
furiously, a strong reserve poured in upon the 
terror-stricken and unresisting victims. The glare 
of the burning Camp, however, aroused a division 
quartered at Moncelise, and that detachment, to- 
gether with such troops as Savello could rally, at 
length made a stand. But, ere this, Carrara's 
object was fully gained, and he retired in good 
order within the City, after having inflicted severe 
loss upon his enemy, and gained for himself a 
valuable booty. The standard of St. Mark was 
captured, and tlie damage sustained by the Vene- 
tians was estimated at not less than one hundred 
thousand ducats. Savello received a wound which 
not long afterwards proved mortal, and a truce of 
ten days was required for the burial of the dead. 

That truce was yet further prolonged on the 
return of Zeno, who learned with surprise the dis- 
asters which had been sufiered during his absence. 
He invited the Signor to a conference, and ^ hav- 
ing touched hands and saluted,' they sat down on 
the bank of the Brenta, and continued in long 
debate. The Venetians offered to release Giacomo 
da Carrara, to present the Signor himself with 
sixty thousand ducats and thirty cars laden with 
his private property, and to allow their free trans* 
port to any spot he might select. When Fran* 

VOL. I. 2 F 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



434 THX BBAXXQXA8 SSPfTlSBD. 

oefico asked permktoon to oonsnh kis Cikizeiis 
before he returned a final answer^ Zeno jumped 
up, and said to him, with a fomiliar tone and ac- 
tion *, ' Signor, if by this time to-aaorrow you 
shall not have put me in possession c^ Padua, you 
need have no hope of Peace with Venice, and by 
the faith of a true Knight I swear to be ever after 
your deadly foe.' This warning was unhappily 
thrown away. Resisting the adviee of his Council, 
and lending a more willing ear to a flattering de* 
sfMttch which at the moment he received from Flo- 
rence, and which urged him to hold out by the 
promise of speedy succour, through the fatality, 
says Gataro, which seemed to attend the House of 
Carrara to its destruction, he refused the terms, 
and prepared anew Jbr defence. 

One by one his few remaining Castles were 
gamed by force or fraud, till Galeazzo t of Mai^ 
tua assumed the command before Padua, and, oa 
the 2d of November, attempted to storm. He 
was repulsed at all points, himself received three 
lance-thrusts, and was forced headlong^ from the 
rampart, at a spot at which Francesco was pep- 
BonaUy engaged, and not improbably, as it seems, 
by his very hand. Bembo also, one of tl^ Prov- 
tedtton, was wounded ; and, aLtiiough a breach was 
effected by the pioneers, the sealing ladders and 
engines were abandoned, and the assailants ie« 
tired with loss and in ceafuston. To remove 
this disgrace, and to bring the siege to a close, 
sew engineers were despatched from Venice, but 

* Allora Mexser Carlo Zeno «i lenb In pitdi e prese tt Signore nU 
peOo, e croUandogU le vetH dttte^ Andrea. Oataro, 926. 
^ t Sec tba Note at the end of tbe Chapter. 
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their approaches were skil^Uy met by counter-* 
works wherever they were attempted. Opposite 
to a covered way directed to the Gate de' Lioni,. 
Francesco drew a deep ditch within the wall^ and 
raised a strong mound parallel to it, himself 
his son, and the chief Nobles assisting to carry 
earth. The besiegers, irritated by the obstinacy of 
this protracted defence, menaced tlie Citizens with 
extermination, and discharged viretona* within 
the walls, laden with messages of terror. Tenr 
days were allowed for their ultimatum, and if, at 
the close of that period, they still continued to re- 
sist, it was announced that every thing should be 
ravaged by fire and sword, and that the fate of Zarst 
and of Candia should be renewed in that of Padtia. 
The middle of November had arrived, and Fran- 
cesco Terzo, hopeless of further contest, urged 
lus Father to capitulate ; but the Signor spoke oi 
aid from France and Hungary, of a thousand 
lances already on their march under the Count his 
brother, and of a fleet which Genoa was equippixig. 
In his heart he had no real expectation but horn 
Florence ; and the Citizens, little deceived by theses 
glittering prospects, at leng^ shewed symptoztt» 
of insubordination. Seed-time had been lost; 
their live-stock was destroyed; thetr country waa 
a desert. They appeared in arms before the 
Palace, and there extorted a promise from thekr 
Signor, that unless some of the great changes 
which he foreboded should take place within teH 
days, it should then be Peace or War at their ple»* 
sure. They were much gratified with this assurr 
ance, says the Chronicler, and lovingly took leave 

* Lat. verutwttt a short spifWce iveru), epear of arrow. 
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and withdrew. Not all, however, were thus con-> 
tented ; for, on the night which succeeded, thef 
Santa Croce Gate was betrayed by its sentinels, 
and the first act of the Venetians, upon entering, 
was to put to the sword the traitors who admitted 
them. Carrara, roused by the tumult, flew to at- 
tempt the recovery of the Gate, whence, overpowered 
by numbers, he retired contesting every street, and 
endeavouring to gain time so that the inhabitants 
might throw themselves into the strong fortifica- 
tion of their innermost precinct. The tocsin rang 
to arms ; few, however, obeyed the summons, or^ 
if they did so, it was to save their property, not to 
second their Prince. After the most gallant and 
unavailing efforts, Carrara, perceiving himself 
abandoned, demanded a safe conduct to the Camp, 
where he was received by Galeazzo and the Prov^ 
vediiari. With grave and stately courtesy, they 
listened to the expression of liis wish to submit, 
and his inquiry as to conditions, and then replied 
that they were not invested with power to ratify a 
Treaty, but that they would accept the surrender, 
and ascertain the pleasure of the Signory. It 
was with difiUculty that Francesco restrained his 
mounting indignation as he rose to withdraw, 
saying, that his defences were still good, and that 
he would throw himself into the citadel. In re- 
turn, it was proposed to him that he should pro« 
visionally resign the whole City and its fortresses 
into the hands of the Provveditorif while he ne- 
gotiated with Venice. He hesitated a few moments, 
and then turning to Galeazzo, addressed him : 
* Captain, it is into your hands that I will instantly 
surrender my City and my Castle, if you will promise 
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upon knightly faith and honour to restore them 
as you receive them, if I fail in coming to accord 
with the Signory.' Galeazzo gave the desired 
pledge, and Carrara returned to Padua to select 
his Ambassadors, eight of whom were named by 
the Burghers, two by himself. On their arrival 
at Venice, the former were admitted, the latter 
were refused audience by the Doge. Great pains 
were taken to separate the interests of the Citizens 
from those of their Lord, and the reservation of 
their privileges was tendered if they would but 
treat independently of Carrara. 

The Prince meantime, in full confidence of 
security, returned to the Camp, and partook, with 
Oaleazzo, of a soldier's board, at which Mestre was 
appointed as the place of conference with the Am- 
bassadors on the following day. On that day, 
however, Padua was occupied, contrary to the ex- 
press stipulation of her Lord, by Venetian troops, 
and the keys and ensigns of authority were deli- 
vered, not to Galeazzo, but to the Provvedilori. 
The Citizens appeared careless of the change; 
yet, if worn down by misery they had lost their 
attachment to Carrara, they at least testified no 
joy at the accession of their new masters. Carrara 
too late perceived that he was betrayed, and ap«> 
pealed to Gonzaga for the fulfilment of his pledge. 
That pledge was renewed ; the Mantuan assured 
bim afresh of protection, and of the restoration 
of his City if the Treaty should be rejected. He 
vaunted the generosity of the Signory, and proposed 
to accompany the Prince and his son to Venice. 
Eamestlv did Francesco Terzo protest against 
this perilous step. Better would it be, he said, to 
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«hut themselves up in their Castle, and set fire to U 
with their own hands^ than thus tamely to bare 
their throats to the knife erf their butchers. ' Fa- 
ther, if we go, we go to certain death ; nevertheless 
you gave me life, and my obedience isahvays 
due to you* ' Without means of resistance, and 
either unwilling to mistrust that honour to which 
he had confided, or totally unapprehensive of the 
atrocity which the Signory meditated, Carrara 
signified his assent to Galeaszo's proposition. 
The voyage might have awakened suspicion of 
their fate; ifor ihey were conveyed in a covered 
boat, under a numerous guard, and, on landing 
at San Giorgio, where they passed the night, they 
were received by the infuriated populace with deaf- 
ening shouts of ^ Death to Carrara !' Galeazzo 
left them on the following morning, in order that 
he might intercede with the Signory ; but his 
efforts were unavailing, and he never returned. 
It is probable that he was sincere ; that he dee|dy 
felt the stain cast upon his honour by the violation 
of faith into which he had been entrapped, and that 
he either testified resentment which brought down 
upon him the secret vengeance of a Government 
to which forgiveness was unknown, or fell the 
victim of remorse and a deeply wounded spin't 
He survived but a short time after this trans* 
action f. 

• Andrea OaUiro, S)37. 

t See the supplementary Note at the end of the Chapter. Gataro 
has little respect for the fidelity of Galeazzo : he barsts out against 
him in the following ioipassloned words. Oh fede vermmettie 
emnlna di Oahazzo da Mantoua, e tradUrici promeate fatU a 
rovina e aradicazUme deUa nobiiisainta Casa da Carrara ! 9S7. 
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Amid the yells of the rahble, Carrara and his 
son were led to l^e Hall of the Great Council, 
where they kn^t before the feet of the Doge. 
Steno, after a pause, raised and seated them, one 
on each side of his throne. He then reminded 
them of the deep obligations of their House to Ve- 
nice, and of the evil retom which they had offered ; 
and his reproaches were received submissively, 
and answered only by intreaty. Tliey were re- 
manded to San Gio^io, and confined during the 
deliberation of the Council, in which banishmenft 
to C3rpru8 or Candia, imprisonment on those 
l8laiids,or intheStatedungeonsof the Ca{»tal, were 
severally proposed. For the present, it was de- 
termined that they should be placed in a cage * ; 
and some deference was shown to their station by 
the assignment of a servant and six gentlemen as 
constant attendants. Meantime, during the re- 
quisite preparations, they were transferred to the 
Prisons adjoining the Ducal Palace ; and in that 
gloomy abode the Signor found Giacomo, his 
second son, who had been in captivity for five 
months, and who was ignorant of the further dis- 
asters of his family. The interview was inex- 
pressibly touching. They were permitted to 
remain together for a few days, and were then 
placed in separate cells. 

A month had passed, and the fate of the pri- 

* Comdmuro di fair fare mma gadbta topra la Sola eke i in Twre- 
telia, e M mettere il Signore e i fgluoli, e che ogni giomo a»- 
daasero sei OenHluomini a ttare con loro» e dar loto un/amiglio eke 
gtt tervttee, e A/atta provUione che honoratamenie poteisero vhere. 
Andreft^ Gfttaro, 988. 
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aoners appeared still undecided. The Venetians 
hesitated to consummate their crime ; and willing, 
probably, to divide its infamy with another, they 
seized the opportunity afforded them by the arrival 
of Giacopo dal Verme, the bitterest enemy of the 
House of Carrara. He presented himself before 
the Council of X, and declaimed at great length 
against the captive Princes. They had already, 
he said, been once dethroned ; but they had arisen 
again to greater power than before. Their talents, 
their energy, their hereditary animosity to Venice, 
the devotion of tlieir subjects, sufficiently avouched 
by the great sufferings which they had recently 
endured with scarcely a murmur, thirty years of 
mutual injuries — all these were adduced as fur- 
nishing so many reasons of State for their destruc- 
tion. Imprisonment was but a weak and futile 
provision ; and the Grave was the only cell in 
which the Republic could immure such prisoners 
with safety. The X gladly consented to the rea- 
sonings of Dal Verme, and, on the 17* of 
WW ' January, Frate Benedetto, a faithful servant 
of God, who had frequently acted as con- 
fessor to the elder Carrara, was instructed to an- 
nounce the sentence. The Signor performed his 
devotions, confessed, and received the Eucharist ; 
and when the Priest withdrew, two Members of 
the Council of X, two others of the XL, a 
wretch named Bernardo de' Priuli, as chief 
executioner, and twenty assistants, entered the 
cell. Unwilling to fall tamely, and disclaiming 
the authority which had condemned him, the 
Prince seized a stool, the sole furniture of his 
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chamber, and for a while successfully defended him- 
self, till the tragedy at Pomfret*, in our own His- 
tory, was renewed in his person. Overpowered by 
numbers, he was stricken down ; and Priuli, 
standing over him till he expired, strangled him 
with a bow-string. On the following day, the sons 
were prepared for their fate by the same holy 
messenger who had performed the sad office to 
their parent. They embraced and parted tenderly. 
Francesco was first led out to the cell which had 
been occupied by his father, and strangled on the 
same spot by tne same hand. The executioner 
then returned to Giacomo : with a hollow voice he 
asked if the deed was done, commended himself to 
Heaven, and sought permission to write to bis Lady, 
Belfiore. The youth, and the firm, though gen- 
tle, bearing of their last victim might have wrung 
pity from any hearts but those of Venetian Se- 
nators. * He was in his twenty-sixth year,' says 
Gataro, ' tall, and as handsome a Cavalier as any 
in Lombardy, fair like his mother, thoughtful, 
mild-tempered, and a lover of God ; his address 
was uncommonly sweet and winning, his air an- 
gelic. Yet was he high-spirited, active, and brave. 
If he had lived he would have been another 
Scipio Africanust.' Having finished his brief 
letter, he knelt ; and while repeating ^ Lord, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit,' he was strangled 
by Priuli. 

The bodies of the young Princes were thrown 
into a boat, and conveyed to the Church of San 
Marco Baccallare, where they were interred care- 

• Richard II. 
f ;See Alflo Andrea de Rediuiis, ap, Maratori, six. 818. 
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kssly aind without any rites of sepulture ; &at c^ 
Francesco himself received a modi:ery of fimeral 
honours. Habited, like his deceased Father, in a 
rich suit of Alexandrian velvet, his sword girt round 
his waist, and his golden spurs upon his heels^ 
he was conveyed to San Stefano. A stone in the 
cloister ai that Church, without an inscription, 
but marked with a singular device *, denotes the 
resting place of the last and murdered Lord of 
Padua t. 

The vengeance of the Republic, though glutted 
with blood, was still unsatiated. Hieie yet remained 
two sons of Francesco, who had eluded her deadly 
grasp, and a price was set upon their heads. Four 
thousand florins were offered to any one who 
would deliver either of them alive to the Signory ; 

•\^^| Can this be Interpreted FATAVINVS ? It is said in the 

later Editions of the Forestier JSlwainmto to mean I^o nonmA T^ 
ratmarum, to which words no very distinct meaning appears to be 
attached. 

t The family name of Carrara, like fiiat of the Scottish Macgre- 
gorSfWas proscribed. A branch of the House vhichstUl ezista^or did 
exist not long ago, at Padua, was compelled to adopt the name of 
Pappa-faya {L*Art de verifier ks Dates, iii. 665), a sobriqu^ the 
origin of which has been traced as follows by Gataro (op. Mar. xrU. 
85). Marsilietto da Carrara, Signor of Padma for one short month 
t)efore his assassination, in 1345, when a boy, was lodged, dwing a 
Pestilence which ri^ed in the Capital, in a Monastery at Brondolo. 
'Now in all the great Beligious houses it is an ancient custom to 
have vegetable broth at dinner every day of the week. On Monday 
it is made of beans (fave), on Tuesday of haricots, on Wednesday of 
chick'peas, and so on. Marsilietto was so fond of beans that it 
always appeared a thousand years to him till the Monday came 
round, and, when it did, he devoured the beans with such delight 
as was a pleasure to behold. He was, therefore, nicknamed iVqifNi- 
fava (Bean-glutton) by the rest, and his descendants have retained 
the name.' 
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three thousand to him who would assassmate them. 
Yet, in spite of this proscription, Ubertino, the 
elder, died a natural death at Florence, in 1407, 
and thirty years must elapse from the events which 
we are now considering, before, in the more vio- 
lent fate of Marsilio, we terminate the History of 
the injured and illustrious Line of Carrara. 




Habit of the Lords of Padua, 
from Titian. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE 

To page 434. . 

I have retained the name Galeazzo in deference to t'l 
general voice of Historians, ancient and modem; neve 
theless I feel a strong conviction that it was Francesco 
di Gonzaga, Lord of Mantua, and not his General, Ga> 
leazzo, who commanded hefore Padua, and to whom Car- 
rara surrendered. All authorities agree that Francesco, 
jointly with Giacopo dal Verme, commanded at the siege of 
Verona, and that, after the surrender of that City, they both 
marched to unite themselves with Savello at Padua. The 
first mention of Galeazzo occurs after the death of Savello ; 
and he is then made the chief actor in the subsequent trans- 
actions. Sabellico, a writer of far more elegance than accu- 
racy, shows that even in his time there was a doubt respecting^ 
the name. * Gaieacius Grumeilus Mantuanus ilii m impe-' 
rium, decreto Patrum, successii. Quidam auctoret non Cfru' 
mellum sed Gonzagam, ac Francisci Prineipis frairem eum 
fuisse iradunf (^Dec. 11. lAb. 8. p. 432). Laugier, Sismondi 
and Daru adopt Galeazzo in silence. The learned authors 
of VArt de Vtrijier les Dates do not hesitate to substitute 
Francesco di Gonzaga. Francis de Chnzague avoit en- 
$ag6 Franfois Carrara a te rendre a Fenise pour traiier en 
personne »es interets avec le Doge, Pastufxmt qu*il y scroti en 
toute sdretL II fat en consequence tres aJJUgS de voir iea 
F^nitiens arrSier Francois Carrara ei le/tare p^rir crueile- 
ment dans sa prison, ainsi que ses enfant (iii. 663). 

The most important early testimony in favour of Francesco 
di Gonzaga is that of Mario Equicola, who wrote within a 
century of the tragedy of Carrara; and who, from his con 
nexion with the Mantuan Court (he was Secretary to Isa- 
bella d'Este, consort of Giovanni Francesco IL, Marquis ol 
Mantua), must have possessed authentic information. In 
his Commentari Mantouani occurs the following paasa^ : 
Paolo Savello, Barone Romano, fu ektto alP impresa di es- 
pugnar Padoua. 11 Gonzaga fa prepotto contra Ferona, ic 
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quale era difem da Giacopo Carrara, fgiiuolo di Francetca 
iigiovane. VA/iprancU scrive che tV Gonzaga hebbe Ferona 
per it P'enetianif e che detio Giacopo fuggendo fufaito pri- 
gione ad Hostiglia e mandato in Fettetia, ilchefu alio 23 di 
Giugno, 1 403, e Fanno aeguetite % predetti Venetiani hebbero 
Padoua parimente con gli avspicii del lor o Capitano Franr 
ce»co Gonzaga, Donaio d^Preii, la diUgenza del quale Jit 
rande in iscrivere le cote de* tuoi tempi, il P/atina nella Vita 
•j^Jnnocenzo FII, e Giovan Filippo nel supplimento, nominano 
•Francesco Gonzaga in quella impreta secondo la veritd. M, 
^. Sabellico nomina un Galeazzo Grumello Mantouano, e 
jdubita se il Gonzaga o il Grumello fotse sostituiio in luogo di 
Paolo Savello ; et affirma il Gonzaga essere fratello del 
^Prencipe di Mantoua Francesco, ilcke me pare un sogno: 
benche anchk il Corio dica Galeazzo Gonzaga, dopo la morte 
idi Paolo Savello haver havuta la cura delP essercito ch*era 
contra Padoua, After recounting the murder of Carrara^ 
]£quicola continueS| Onde il Gonzaga ritorno non molto todis* 
fatto di quel Senato, percioche, come dicono, havea essortato 
il Carrara ad andare in Fenetia, e ivi col Duce traitor le cose 
sue; promettendogli che liberamente andarebbe, e sicuro tor* 
narebbe, se non trovasse condiiione cT accordo, e che le cose 
sarebbono restate nello stato ch* egli le lasciava, delche nulla 
fu da Fenetiam osservata (Lib. ii. p. 127). 

Galeazzo was killed at the siege of Trecco, in May^ 1406 
(Sanuto, 834), a death which affords no room for the sus- 
picion which we have adopted, in the text, from Sismondi, 
// ressentit et manifesta peut-etre tPune maniere provoquante 
sa pro/onde indignation pour fabus coupable gu*on faisoit de 
sa parole / le Senat ne souffroit pas volontiers les reproches 
de ses gens de guerre et Galeaz mourut au bout de peu de se^ 
maines (ch. lix. p. 123). Francesco di Gonzaga died ia 
March, 1407. Bis character, as represented by E^uicola 
from Poggio, is that of a man deeply sensitive on pomts of 
honour, and who would, therefore, suffer most acutely from 
a recollection of the base and cruel deed in which he had 
been made an involuntary tool. Huomo savio, e che piu 
^timafacea della fede data et del giuramento, che di niun* 
altra cosa offertagli (128). 

It is not probable that Carrara would have relied upon 
the protection of a subordinate Mautuan rather than that of 
(jdxlo Zeno. On the other hand^ if the Frince of Mantua 
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were Imxiself present, theiek good reason why ke ihould be 
selected. The Lord of 'Fiadiia might prefer offering his 
Submission to the Lord of Mantua rather than to a Venetian 
Proweditore; but surelj he would chuse the first delegate 
of a powerful Republic, and that delegate the most renowned 
warrior of his time, before the military representative of the 
Chief of a petty district. 

Two remarkable single combats, in which this Galeasuo 
was engaged, are recorded in the Cftrontceii Tarvimium of 
Andrea de Radusiis. One was fought in France with « 
gigantic Englishman, whom the Chronidet names Bubinus 
Novelius (Robin Newman ?). This cham|non had already 
been seven times victor in similar combats, and no French, 
man could be Ibund who would accept his challenge. The 
two Knights entered the lists on foot ; and NoveUus, who 
bore a huge iron battle-axe, swung it round his head with 
the most terrific force ; but GkiloBizzo avoided the blow by 
sprin^ng aside with great agility as it descended, and, 
jumping upon his antagonist, while he was again endea- 
vouring once more to raise his ponderous weapon, felled him 
by a single stroke on the back of the head. At the entreaty 
of the IQng of France he spared his nrisoner's life, and re^ 
ceived, in consequence, a pension of six hundred golden 
ducats from the Royal bounty. The second duel occurred act 
Padua, in the presence of many noble Venetians. It was 
fought, as we imagine, with the Maiechal de Boucicault 
^Bucimidus Francigcna), but it terminated by the interfere 
ence of the Judges of the field, without bloodshed^ or the as- 
signment of victory to either party (ap.JftfroA six. 815). 
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